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Knights Support Retired Veterans

O

n June 23rd, Msgr. John F. Scully
Assembly #3418 from Riverview, FL
assembled a team of 12 Brother Knights
led by Faithful Captain Dave Farrugia
to perform raking and bagging, landscaping, bush
and tree trimming, mulch deployment, cleaning
and power washing of the sidewalk and driveway
of the Brandon home of Retired Lt. Sterling. At
the conclusion of the day’s work we presented
Lt. Sterling with an American Flag and $225.00
in Restaurant Gift Cards. Assembly 3418 has
committed to assist Operation Code Vet with a
least one project per quarter going forward.
The Msgr John F. Scully Assembly #3418 was
founded on May 1, 2013. From the start the one
of the primary purposes of the Fourth Degree
Assembly or Patriotic Degree Assembly has been
to encourage and promote the Spirit of Patriotism
in members and the community at large. The
Fourth Degree, from its beginnings, is based on the
idea of Patriotism, and the activities of Assembly
3418 certainly reflect that.
Operation Code Vet is a nonprofit organization
that partners with Hillsborough County Code
Enforcement to identify veterans who need
assistance to improve the conditions of their
home and/or property. Operation Code Vet raises
funds, solicits donations of goods and services,
and coordinates community outreach efforts and

volunteers. These resources are utilized to help
veterans in hardship situations not only get their
properties back in code compliance but also to
improve their quality of life and the community at
large. The group provides volunteers, equipment,
and other resources to fix home and yard problems
that otherwise could lead to citations or fines.
Thanks to the following Brothers for their
participation in this event: David Farrugia, Pete
Card, Bruce Czaja, John Sepessy, Anton Kerler,
Joe Bilella, Larry Langowski, George Bandich,
Mark Lovejoy, Jeff Davis, Jason O’Neil, and
Walter Cahill.
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The Mission of Our Jurisdiction

T

By State Deputy Rob Urrutia

oday, we begin the 2022-2023 Fraternal
Year. Let us ask for God’s blessing and
begin with the prayer for Canonization
of Blessed Michael J. McGivney, for the
favor, pray that he will intercede on our behalf and
that God will deliver to us an abundance of new
and capable men, men who will help us build up
His Church.
It is very important that we all understand the
mission of our jurisdiction. With recent decisions
by the Supreme Court of the United States,
transferring powers back to individual states, we
Knights must be highly visible supporters of right
to life issues. We must step up our participation
at events like March For Life, laps for Life, and
at Ultrasound Initiative Dedications. We will
continue to support Special Olympics events and
our youth programs.
To do all the things that support the many
programs we offer, we need help! Our intake
goal for this Fraternal Year is 2,711 new members.
That works out to 226 members per month or
about 8 members per day. If every active council
in Florida would recruit just one new member
per month, we would not only reach our goal but
surpass it.
This year we will need to increase our charitable
contributions by 3% over the prior year and our
programs will need to be increased 5%. With
most parishes back to normal operations and few
restrictions on meetings, due to the Pandemic, we
should have no problem achieving the new goals.
But we cannot wait until the end of the summer to
begin! We must start today!
The Membership Team will be scheduling
training sessions on “the how to’s” of membership
recruitment, starting in July. These should be
attended by all State Officers, Directors, Programs
and Charities teams.
The Supreme Council is encouraging all local
councils to promote “Holy Hours” this fraternal

year, which will help
with qualifying for the
Star Council Award.
Establishing a monthly
Holy Hour, should be the
goal of every council. Get
with your local pastor
and council chaplain to
schedule the time and date
for these important events. State Deputy
Florida
has
been Robert Urrutia
blessed with great State
Chaplains over the years,
this year is no different with Father Robert Kantor
as our State Chaplain. Fr. “Bob” has been truly a
wonderful spiritual advisor for so many of us and
we look forward to his guidance and support again
this year. Fr. Bob as well as the diocesan chaplains
are here as a resource. If you would like to hold
a Corporate Communion or Rosary service, they
can help you with the planning. The Supreme
website also has many tools and materials for you
to use. More than ever, we need to bring families
together spiritually and to encourage them to pray
together. Strength in prayer unites us as one.
On the next page is a directory of the leadership
in our State Jurisdiction, please use this reference
for contacting persons in any department. Note:
There were changes in staff from the previous
Fraternal Year. Please keep this guide handy for
your use.
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Membership Director
Danny McIntyre danmci@aol.com

Team Members:
E-membership: Joe James
jojames9733@aol.com
Affiliate and Every Council Active: Ron
Ciampi rrciampi@aol.com
New Council Development: Anthony
Fortunato: adfortunato@verizon.net
Program Director
Kris Elliot
kris.elliott@1980.usna.com

Team Members:
Faith: Deacon Paul Koppie PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com
Family: Charles Miler mr.fixitcharlie@aol.
com
Community: Joseph Fiorentino III
firemanjoe149@yahoo.com
Life: William Sodan
dd66billsodan@gmail.com

Charities
Rich Dahn rdahn32@gmail.com

Team Members
Helping life/Vocations Fund: Paul Unsworth
paul.unsworth@umucpa.com
Memorial and Healing Cards: Ed Smith
edsmith76@comcast.net
Wheelchair: Robert Reed PSD bob.read@
thereadhome.com
Raffle Chairman: Joh Gearon johngearon@
yahoo.com
Marketing and Brands
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com

Team Members
Public Relations: John J. O’Malley
jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Social Media: Ken Jeffres
k.jeffresjr@gmail.com
Photographer: Harry Rother hrother@yahoo.
com

Raising Funds to Assist Students with Disabilities

O

ur Lady of Hope Council 8086 of Port
Orange recently presented six checks
for $2,185 each to six local schools,
totaling $13,110, to be used for students
with disabilities. This was an increase of $3,080
from last year’s donations.
The funds were raised by the
Council’s annual Citizens with
Disabilities Drive, chaired by SK
Jacques Roch. During the drive,
teams of Knights stand outside
local businesses and exchange
Tootsie Rolls in exchange for
optional donations.
Grand Knight Roger Packard
led a team of Council leadership
who recently presented the
checks to Atlantic High School,
Spruce Creek High School, Silver

Sands Middle School, Cypress Creek Elementary,
Sugar Mill Elementary and Horizon Elementary.
The funds are earmarked to be used to assist
dedicated ESE instructors with their programs at
the respective schools.
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Solemnities that Define Us
By State Chaplain Very Rev. Bob Kantor
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” - Jn 20:21 (Pentecost)

A

s the Easter season concludes, we
celebrate Pentecost and the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus breathed the Spirit
on the apostles in the upper room, and
an even more dramatic scene is portrayed in the
Acts of the Apostles as a strong driving wind and
tongues of fire filled Jesus’ followers with the
Holy Spirit. Each generation is called and sent
in the same Spirit. As Knights of Columbus, the
Spirit comes alive in us through our works. Today
these take place locally in our parishes, and half a
world away in Ukraine, where relief efforts bring
hope.
Pentecost is followed this month by solemnities
dedicated to the Most Holy Trinity and the Most
Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi).
With the help of the Knights, many parishes have
renewed Corpus Christi processions on parish
grounds or in neighborhoods. By reverently

P

displaying Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament to the
world, we reveal to others
what we believe and
strengthen our own love
and appreciation for this
great gift as Eucharistic
people.
As the fraternal year
draws to a close, there
Chaplain
will surely be last pushes State
Very Rev. Bob Kantor
to attain goals, final tasks
to complete and office
obligations to fulfill. In
the end, whether we have been successful or not
will depend on the men we have become. What
defines us? If we keep a sense of the mission
Christ has given us as his followers, abiding in
his peace to do great works, united like the triune
God, strengthened by the Eucharist, then we
will be Knights in the spirit of Blessed Michael
McGivney. Vivat Jesus!

A Successful Blood Drive

rince of Peace Council 8791in Ormond
Beach surpassed expectations with its
final blood drive of the 2021-22 Fraternal
Year. The Council holds blood drives
every other month. The final visit of the Big Red
Bus resulted in donations of 12 pints for the month
of May.
The number of total pints donated this Fraternal
Year by Prince of Peace Knights, family members,
and other parishioners was 86 pints, exceeding
"One Blood’s" goal for five of the 6 months
of donation and easily surpassing last year's
collection efforts by 26 pints.
SK Victor Dean (a multiple pint donator this
year) relaxes as he donates the final pint of the
drive.
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Save Your People, O Lord
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

T

SAVE YOUR PEOPLE O LORD AND BLESS
YOUR INHERITANCE
his text comes from the Prokeimenon
of the Sixth Tone of the Divine Liturgy.
The response to this Prokeimenon by the
congregation is: "To you, O Lord, I cry
out: My God, be not silent to me". This pleading
before the Throne of God by the Divine Liturgy
and the congregation has never been more needed
than it is today in our lives.
When we look at the world today and especially
in our own Country, we can see there is something
essential missing in the lives of its people. What
is missing? Let us begin by quoting Jesus in the
Bible because He promised us that "something".
If I could paraphrase what Jesus said to His
Apostles in the Gospel of St. John: "Wait for me
in Galilee and I will send you the Paraclete who
will teach you all things". It is the Holy Spirit that
is that "something".
It is the Holy Spirit
that has given us
His gifts in Baptism
and
Chrismation/
Confirmation.
It
is the Holy Spirit
that
forms
our
understanding
of
right and wrong and
informs and supports
our ministry.
Unfortunately,
in today's world, it
appears that a great
many people have
traded in the Holy Spirit and the world and many
of its people have become the barometer of Truth
and Justice. The world has grown sick. We are in a
state of "spiritual illness" which encompasses "sin
and death". This sounds like a dire situation, and it
is, but God has given us a simple solution.

The solution is to
humble ourselves as a
people and say to God:
"Save your people, O
Lord....and be not silent
to me". In this prayer we
ask God to unite us once
again to Christ in our
baptism and chrismation
and share once again in
His defied humanity so Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
that we can be restored to
His likeness.
Returning to Him,
following the Ten Commandments, and renewing
our relationship with God will renew our "balance"
between living in the Divine Life of God and our
human life. It will correct our overwhelming need
for total personal self-governance and exaggerated
self-freedom.
It will allow the
Laws of God to
govern our living
rather
than
our
freedom tainted by
and made imperfect
by the sin of Adam
and Eve to cause
many
people,
their lifestyle and
community sharing,
to go awry.
As indicated by
the Genesis creation
story, God created us
to live in community
and be responsible for forming "community"
based on the Ten Commandments as a foundation.
God is a "unity" of persons in one nature. Because
of this "unity" of the Triune God, the Fathers of
the Eastern Church saw this image of God in us
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as including a social and communal side governed
by the Ten Commandments given to Moses by
God the Father. It is a "unity" of our sharing in the
Divine Life and our human communal living. As
the poet John Donne wrote" No man is an Island"
On June fourth we celebrated the Feast of
Pentecost and the baptism of the Apostles. Being
baptized ourselves, we must emulate the Apostles
in their ministry, asking God as it says in the
Prokeimenon of the Divine Liturgy: "And bless
your inheritance" and, once again, making our
ministry a ministry of reaffirming that God is alive
and waiting for His people, who are silent to Him
rather than He to us, to come back to Him.

To help with this ministry of repentance and
communion with God by the people of God, may
I suggest a prayer to the Holy Spirit that we all
can recite each day when we get up. It is recited
by the priest and Deacon before the beginning of
the Divine Liturgy: "Heavenly King, Comforter,
Spirit of Truth. everywhere present and filling all
things, Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life,
come and dwell among us, cleanse us of all stain,
and save our souls O gracious One. With this
prayer recited in humility, fraternity and united
with the people of God, God will hear us, save His
people, and bless His inheritance.

Honoring Vietnam Vets

K

nights of Columbus Assembly 2882,
partnering with Humana Health,
hosted a Picnic for Vietnam Veterans
over the Memorial Day Weekend at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, Foynes Center.
More than 70 Veterans, primarily Vietnam Vets,
and family members enjoyed an old-fashioned
picnic with all the fixins.
Congressman Gus Bilirakis attended and
spoke to the group about the role of the military,
especially those that we honor on Memorial Day,
in keeping all Americans free. He particularly
noted the unique challenges that faced Vietnam
Veterans returning home after the cessation of
hostilities some 50 years ago and the large number

of retired Veterans living in Pasco County.
“The primary purpose of the Fourth Degree
Assembly Knights of Columbus is to inculcate a
patriotic love of country and impress the duties
of citizenship,” stated Tim Couzins, chair of the
event, who added, “we plan on making this an
annual event.”
The formal program consisted of colors being
posted by a Color Guard from AMVETS Post 9
in Odessa, led by Stephen Cantelli; a “missing
soldier“ table was set to honor the fallen; remarks
by Congressman Bilirakis; and the placing of a
Memorial Wreath by Congressman Bilirakis.
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Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night
your life will be demanded of you; and the things
you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’
Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for
themselves but are not rich in what matters to
God.” (Gospel for July 31, Lk 12:20-21)

W

life, knowing that our real and lasting treasure can
be found in heaven alone.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to demonstrate
what you truly treasure by making at least a brief
e may know the dates of countless visit — even just a few moments — to the Blessed
upcoming appointments on our Sacrament every day. Second, I challenge you
calendars, but we don’t know the to participate in the Faith in Action Holy Hour
date and time of one of the most program.
important events of our lives: death. The end of Questions for Reflection:
our lives could come slowly or suddenly. How can
What do you treasure most? What is it that
we plan for that? Jesus urges us to seek to be “rich “matters to God”? Do you seek to be “rich in what
in what matters to God.” Our earthly life is only matters to God”?
temporary; may we keep our true focus on the next

Council holds Citizens with Disabilities Drive

S

t. John Council 11281 of Naples collected
a record $17,500 in total collections for
the four weekends of the annual Citizens
with Disabilities drive.
Great volunteer participation by council
members and their families accounted for the
incredible funds collected during what is better
known as the “Tootsie Roll Drive.”
A special thank you to home Parish St. John
the Evangelist Pastor Rev. Fr. Tom Zalewski for
allowing collections on the busy Palm Sunday
Weekend. Also, we express enormous gratitude
to St. Leo’s Parish for allowing our collection
weekend at their Parish and with an additional
generous donation of $2500 from the Pastor Rev.
Fr. Jarek Sniosek. Other collection locations were
also provided by Publix Super Market in Naples
and Bonita Springs, who continue each year as a
great partner in helping to collect funds for our
Disabled Citizens.
Disabled Citizens Chairman PGK Joseph

Bucherer led the effort in obtaining the collection
sites and organizing volunteers to collect at
each two-hour shift. Target recipients of the
donations are Special Olympics, Starability of
Naples, Cerebral Palsy, and LARC Fort Myers.
The council had great support, resulting in an
outstanding result.
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Council Hosts Heroes Casino Night

C

ouncil 6624 held its second Heroes
Casino Night at the end of April to
raise money to help out local law
enforcement officers and their families
during their time of need.
For the past several months, Brother Knights
of Council 6624, St. Cloud/Kissimmee, have been
planning a Heroes Casino Nights to benefit needy
families of our local Heroes - the Kissimmee and
St. Cloud Fire and Police Departments; Osceola
County Sheriff's, Fire Rescue Department and the
Department of Corrections; and the local office of
the Florida State Highway Patrol.
A core planning team was formed made up of
Brother Knights and their families to create flyers
and to send out invitations to the local Chiefs of
our First Responders, the KofC State Deputy, and
the local media. Some of our members began to
canvass individuals, businesses, and organizations
for gifts to be used as prizes and sponsorship of
the gaming tables, while others sought permission
to display the Heroes Casino Night flyers in the
business around town.
Finally, members of Council 6624 also spread
the word of the Casino Night via social media,
word of mouth and even in the Holy Redeemer

church bulletin. On the evening of the Heroes
Casino Night, guests were able to enjoy a fun
night of good food, drink, gaming tables, 50-50
drawings, silent auctions, and a chance to win one
of the many door prizes. The council was able to
raise significate funds for the needy families of
our Heroes, although final accounting is not yet
complete.
Pleased with the event, Council 6624 is already
planning a bigger and better Heroes Casino Night
next year.
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Local Combat Veterans to Careers

T

he first principle of the Knights of
Columbus is Charity – at home with our
families or in our communities. Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Council 13300
in Wildwood has come together since 2012 to
help support our community’s returning combat
veterans and their families.
Combat Veterans to Careers (CVC), founded
in 2012 by David Booth, provides a commitment
to serve our nation’s combat veterans and their
families; however, they depend heavily on local
donations, and that is where our Council provides
assistance. And we don’t stop there; additionally,
we support the Global Wheelchair Mission by
providing wheelchairs for the several disabled
veterans at our local VA clinic or funding for those
worldwide who need our support in providing aid
to their lack of mobility around the world.
The genesis of an annual golf tournament
started at an after-Sunday Mass breakfast with

Brother Knight John Magee, Deputy Grand Knight
Bob Casey, and Grand Knight Gerry Haggerty. It
was John’s idea to have the focus on a fun day
of golf for couples, with the emphasis on the fun,
and not to the highly competitive tournaments that
attract many low handicap golfers. They named
it the “Slap Happy Guys & Gals Golf Outing,”
and agreed to include a number of gimmick holes
such as drive with a putter, hit a whiffle ball, etc.,
including the standard longest drive, closest to the
pin for men and women, and concluding with an
Awards Dinner. John also set up a committee of
Brother Knights to organize the event along with
several wives who joined in setting up the dinner
and goodie bags.
The first annual Charity Golf Outing was an
enormous success and became the framework for
all future events. The following year, the golf outing
was again held, except this time, the Colonel Casey
Cup was introduced and awarded to the winner.
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This trophy, dedicated to Robert Casey, PhD,
retired Air Force Colonel and past Deputy Grand
Knight, was established to recognize his service to
our country and Council 13300. There is one other
important volunteer, John Magee, who deserves
mention as he was a major contributor beginning
in 2012, serving as Tournament Director for that
event. ohn continued to serve for 8 consecutive
years in similar roles until 2019. Unfortunately,
John passed away in May of this year, but he will
be remembered for his dedication to organizing
and coordinating these events.
This year, after cancelling the 2020 and 2021
events, we were able to rekindle the excitement
and profitability of this Golf Outing, being held
on Saturday, April 30, at the Baseline Golf Course
in Belleview. The awards banquet, following the
day’s events, was held at Allamanda Recreation
Center in The Villages. Both of these events take a
tremendous amount of organizing along with many
volunteers needed on the day of the tournament.
To list those names of volunteers would take

the whole page, but there are some key names that
provided over 700 hours each in the preparation
for this event, which began back in December,
2021, and those include Brothers Jim Bossman,
Mario Cacace, Bob Intrieri, Jim LoBue, Bill
Lowderman, and Mark Manno. In addition, there
were more than 30 volunteers for an estimated
total of 3,250 man hours of support.
The final financial tally for 2022 was that this
event raised $10,469, including a $2,500 donation
from Parady Financial Group in The Villages.
Combining all the years from 2012, we have been
able to contribute over $50,000 in support of our
local CVC and the Global Wheelchair Mission.
On June 2, 2022, a check for $7,969.00 was
presented to the proud recipient, David Booth,
the founder and CEO of CVC. This check was
coupled with an earlier Knights’ donation of
$2,500 for a grand total of $10,469 to CVC. In
addition, the golf tournament funded the purchase
of 5 wheelchairs for local veterans in need.

Epiphany Knights Welcome New Deacon

C

hurch of the Epiphany
Council 12569 of Port
Orange recently held a
reception for Brother
Knight Zack Parker to celebrate
his ordination to the transitional
Deaconate.
“It is an honor to support one
of our own,” said Grand Knight
Jim Gallagher, who pointed out
the Council’s support through
the RSVP program. “Deacon
Zack was also selected as our
Knight off the month. We are
truly blessed and proud to have
him as a member of Council 12569.”
The celebration began with Mass, with Deacon
Parker presiding with the readings, homily and
distribution of Communion. A reception followed
in the parish hall, which was attended by more

than 300 parishioners who offered their sincere
congratulations.
Brother Zack will continue his final year of
studies in the seminary as he prepares for his
ordination to the Priesthood in 2023.
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Florida State Council of the Year

T

he Knights’ “Faith in Action” program
has become a “call to service” for the
Knights in Council 8086, based at Our
Lady of Hope Catholic Church in Port
Orange, earning Florida State Council of the Year
honors for Division 3 (large councils) over the
past three years.
“I was surprised and impressed,” said first year
Grand Knight Roger Packard. “Nobody let up, and
they all continued their hard work. We were very
happy being Council of the Year once – and the
guys saw no reason why we couldn’t do it again,
and again.
“I’m sure we will try even harder to do it
again,” Packard added. “We have more programs
coming on, and more of the members want to get
even more active next year.”
In all, 8086 earned a council-record 14 awards
for the 2021-22 Fraternal Year. This includes first
place in Community Activities; Life Activities;
Altar Server of the Year 13-18 years old;

Citizens with Disabilities donations; third quarter
excellence in Membership and Insurance; and the
Publicity Award for the fifth-consecutive year.
The Council also earned second place awards for
Excellence in Membership and Insurance; Citizens
with Disabilities contributions per member; and
State Service Life. Third-place awards were for
Helping Life Disabilities donations; Vocations
Support; and Pregnancy Support. In addition,
8086 earned Star Council honors for the seventh
time in the past eight years.
Unofficially, the Council checked enough boxes
to double the requirements for the McGivney
Award for service programs – tripling the number
in two areas!
“It’s far from a one-man effort,” GK Packard
said. “I have to congratulate every one of my
Knights. It’s a team effort. I’m just the man on top.
All of the gentlemen underneath me does all the
work, and I just organize. Of our 358 members,
some of them are in the service; others are retired
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and unable to attend meetings; some are students;
and other live in other states and are here as
‘snowbirds.’ I would say more than half of our
members are very active in some capacity – with
many of them doing their work behind the scenes.
Just about everyone does something, somewhere.”
When the Knights of Columbus instituted the
Faith In Action program in the 2019-20 Columbian
Year, Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 in Port
Orange embraced the opportunity.
SK Tim Mell, who stepped up to become
Service Program Director after his term as Grand
Knight ended, put together a team of directors for
each of the four areas, in addition to naming points
of contact for the Council’s many projects.
The transition came at a tumultuous time.
Grand Knight Jim Waggoner resigned around New
Year’s Day in 2020, less than two months before
undergoing a successful double-lung transplant at
Shand’s in Gainesville.
DGK John O’Malley stepped up to become
Grand Knight, but faced a mandate at the beginning
of March to cancel all Council activities due to the
burgeoning threat of COVID-19. With the regular
meeting scheduled for that evening, instead an
informal Faith in Action “Club” held a gathering
to discuss how the Council would continue despite
the restrictions.
Over the coming months, meetings were held
online, transitioning from Free Conference Call to
Zoom. The Knights came up with innovative ways
to serve the community, ranging from a drivethrough distribution of palms on Palm Sunday, to

the “Knights Shield.” This program, an idea of SK
Ernie Jackson, led to the Council setting up teams
of Knights to shop for, and deliver, groceries
for home-bound parishioners and community
members while church service and many activities
were suspended.
KofC Supreme sent a camera crew to spend
a day with the Council for a special video
documenting Knights Shield, a program that
anticipated Supreme’s No Neighbor Left Behind
project.
A few months later, many of the the Knights
gathered at Our Lady of Hope for a maskwearing watch party of the Florida District State
Convention, learning that Council 8086 won
Council of the Year for Division 3 (large councils).
While the pandemic continued into the
following Columbian Year, 8086 increased its
efforts, earning Council of the Year for the secondconsecutive year. Roger Packard took over as
Grand Knight for 2021-22, but all of the Council’s
players remained in place, building on its legacy
to enjoy its most successful year to date, becoming
the State’s first large council to earn the top award
for three straight years.
Council 8086 anticipates the challenge of
Knights throughout the state stepping up to
challenge them for Council of the Year honors
in 2023. With that in mind, the Council has
already held meetings of its program directors and
points of conduct to do even a better job for the
upcoming year as Faith in Action takes on new life
throughout Florida.

G

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael J. McGivney
od, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and
orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, to be an
apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous
service of their neighbor.
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His
Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your
love so that we may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast.
We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Blessed Michael J.
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will.
Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your
request).
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S

Florida Knight of the Year

ir Knight Tim Mell attended his first Florida
State Convention in 2016, as Chancellor
to Grand Knight Dave Dollieslager of
Council 8086, Port Orange.
What first caught his attention was the large
table covered with trophies and plaques – tangible
rewards for the hard work and efforts for the
Knights’ Surge for Service programs throughout
the state.
Later, he saw
a group of 20-30
Knights who made the
trip to Orlando from
Miami to celebrate
being named Council
of the Year.
“Seeing
their
excitement
and
camaraderie
really
inspired me,” Mell
recalled. “Right then
and there, I thought,
‘There’s no reason we
can’t do that.’ I knew
it would take a few
years, but I knew we
could earn Council of
the Year in the near
future.”
When Mell got
back to his home
Council 8086 at Our
Lady of Hope Parish,
he went to work. First
order was recruiting.
He put a team in place that helped his Council
repeat as Star Council for the next three years.
Mell also saw 8086 began taking home its share
of honors at the Convention.
Two years later, Mell stepped aside after
one year as Grand Knight in 2018 to be able to
devote more time at home. He is the 100-percent
caregiver to his wife Lynne, who has been confined

to a wheelchair confined after suffering a major
stroke. He is a great example of love, hope, and
selflessness with his dedication in this role.
To remain active with the Knights, Mell took
over the position of Service Program Director, but
the new position did not quite free up the time that
he anticipated.
His first major project came when former Florida
Programs Director Lorenzo Rodriguez challenged
his councils to come
up with a unique
project.
Rodriguez
was quite impressed
when Tim instituted
the Duck Derby, where
Knights sold tickets
representing
plastic
ducks at a series of
local
community
events. At the Port
Orange festival, the
ducks were released in
the City Center Lake,
where Knights rescued
five of the numbered
ducks – awarding
nearly $2,000 in prizes
while raising more
than $10,000 for the
Council’s charitable
efforts. Over the years,
the Derby has raised
more than $70,000.
Tim’s
Service
Programs have a
number of other unique projects. Hurricane
Knights began as a free seminar open to the
community, where at-risk families could sign up
for special assistance from teams of Knights who
offered their services in the face of upcoming
storms.
Knights Shield also involved forming teams of
Knights, who offered shopping and home delivery
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from the early days of the pandemic.
Other community efforts include the annual
Blue Mass; blessing of the pets; Good Friday
Adoration; Life Chain; Coastal Laps for Life; and
Citizens with Disabilities.
These projects enabled the large Council to
reach out to its membership and allow many of
them to become involved with activities of their
special interests.
Still active in recruiting, Mell has seen more
than 100 Knights sign up since his days as
Chancellor, with many of them joining the service
programs allow to become – and stay – active in
the organization.
Behind the scenes, there is a mountain of
paperwork necessary for the Council to receive
recognition for these efforts. Mell has quietly
undertaken this work, and has become an expert
in filling out these forms and filing them to the
proper personnel at the State and Supreme levels.
Brother Mell is a proud veteran of the United
States Air Force, Special Forces Paratroop Rescue
Unit with over 600 actual jumps. He retired after
38 years with the rank of Chief Master Sargent. He
also was a State Trooper with the Michigan State
Police and has worked for the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement.
Mell has been a member of the Knights of
Columbus and Our Lady of Hope Council 8086
in Port Orange, FL since March of 2013 and a Sir
Knight of Our Lady of Hope Assembly 2794 since

T

November of 2013.
He is blessed with two daughters, Dena (Brad)
in Michigan and Keri (Jeff) in Alaska and has
four grandchildren and visits them, with Lynne
whenever he can.
Brother Sir Knight Timothy Mell is extremely
hard working, very dedicated and great example
of true knighthood in the order of the Knights of
Columbus and very deserving of being named the
Florida State Knight of the Year for Columbian
Year 2021-22.

Are You A Member?

he Blessed Michael J.
cause for canonization and are invited
McGivney Guild serves as a
to participate in promoting devotion
source for information about
to this Servant of God. Members
the life, works and spirituality of
of the Knights of Columbus are not
Father McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Blessed Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular updates on
To join the Guild, register online at: http://
the progress of Blessed Michael J. McGivney’s www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
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Defending the Dignity of Human Life

A

s part of the Faith In Action Life
category, Knights of Columbus are
called to defend the dignity of each
human being at every stage of life,
working together to build a culture of life and a
civilization of love.
Toward that end, Council 13300, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, Wildwood, continues to strongly
support Hands of Mercy Everywhere (H.O.M.E.),
a nonprofit “Christian Home for Teenage Girls,
Teen Mothers and Their Babies”. Through this
facility, the teen girls and teen mothers are provided
with the needed resources including education,
parenting classes, life skills, career development,
counseling and other means of evidenced-based
programs and support as they lovingly transition
them into adulthood.
When planning events for our fiscal year, July
2021 thru June 2022, our Council worked with our
Saint Vincent de Paul (SVdP) parish to set aside
two weekends to hold a Diaper and Baby Goods
collection – both fall and spring, with collections
held at the SVdP Catholic Church in Wildwood,
Florida. Several Brothers allocated their time

at each Mass to collect goods from parishioners
before and after each Mass. In addition, a donation
jar was available for those who preferred to donate
cash. At the end of each Mass, the goods and cash
collected were transferred to the home of Mike
Grindel, our event coordinator, where they were
inventoried, priced out, and readied for delivery to
the H.O.M.E. complex in Belleview, Florida.
Our fall initiative, held on October 30 and
31, 2021, collected more than 13,000 disposable
diapers, 26,000 baby wipes, 200 pieces of baby
clothing, baby food and supplies all worth
approximately $8,000. In addition, $3,700
collected in cash. Once the weekend event was
completed and all items priced and inventoried,
the baby goods were delivered on November 8 via
a caravan of Brother Knights to H.O.M.E. along
with a check for $3,000.
Our spring initiative, held on April 23 and 24,
collected more than13,600 disposable diapers,
30,300 baby wipes, 200 pieces of baby clothing,
baby food and supplies all worth approximately
$7,700, in addition $4,700 was collect in cash.
Once the weekend event was completed and all
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items priced and inventoried, the baby goods were
delivered on April 28, via a caravan of Brother
Knights to H.O.M.E. along with a check for
$4,000.
In total over the two events, 66 Brother
Knights provided over 160 hours in support of
this initiative, providing a total of 26,600 diapers,
59,300 baby wipes, 400 pieces of baby clothes,
food, and supplies along with checks totaling
$7,000 for the Teen Mothers and Babies residing
at H.O.M.E.
We not only want to thank all our Brother
Knights who participated in and supported these
events, but all the parishioners at St. Vincent de
Paul Catholic Church who took the time to buy the
baby items and deliver them on those collection
weekends. Without their generosity, the outcome
of these collections would not have been possible!
Before the delivery of goods to H.O.M.E. in
April, Castletown Media participated by filming
a feature at Mike Grindel’s home for Supreme on
the types of charitable work being conducted by

the Knights in Central Florida, and specifically
Council 13300. Along with the filming, Grand
Knight Bill Wirtz, Deputy Grand Knight Mike
Lepore, and Sir Knights Art Timko and Gerry
Haggerty were interviewed for the video.

Council Hosts Clergy Appreciation Dinner

C

ouncil 14084 hosted on Saturday June 4th
the annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner for
St. Stephen priests and deacons.    About
180 parishioners attended and enjoyed the
“Beefsteak” dinner served by the Council.   The
Columbiettes assisted in serving the meal.   Grand
Knight Christopher Hobbs presented Father
Dermot, Father Izzy and the deacons with gift
cards as a small token of appreciation for all they
do for the parish community.
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A Pilgrimage to Lourdes

T

wo Sir Knights and their wives from
Father Lt. Aloyius H. Schmidt Assembly
3618 of Pensacola recently participated
in a Fourth Degree Color Corps Honor
Guard during a pilgrimage to Lourdes.
Attending from the Assembly for the pilgrimage
– held during the time of the State Convention –
were SKs Roger Avery and Edwin Schaff, and
their wives.
More than 175 active-duty personnel and
veterans participated in this year’s pilgrimage on
May 10-16, led by Archbishop Timothy Broglio.
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus in
partnership with the Archdiocese for the Military
Services, the Warriors to Lourdes pilgrimage helps
U.S. soldiers to experience transformation and
healing in the French city where the Virgin Mary
appeared to St. Bernadette Soubirous in 1858.
Each year, around a hundred soldiers “in
need” are selected from across the country by

the leadership of WTL, which covers the trip’s
expenses.
Each Pilgrim and volunteer was asked to make
up 20 prayer kits for the Ukraine, consisting of a
rosary, healing water from Lourdes, and a Blessed
Michael McGivney prayer card during the event.
These bags will be distributed to Ukrainian
refugees in areas around Europe by our military
assemblies and councils of Europe. In all, 30,000
kits will be distributed.
SK Roger Avery served as District Marshall
for the Honor Guard, which was made up of Sir
Knights from the UK, Germany, Italy, Georgia
(USA), and Florida, along with the Master from
Georgia. They marched a total of 25 miles during
their time in Lourdes.
“To serve Supreme at this event was by far very
rewarding,” SK Roger said. “It was humbling
to be able to assist our warriors in healing their
mental and physical state.”
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This year’s International Military Pilgrimage
– the first since the coronavirus outbreak —
comprised some 10,300 pilgrims from 42 different
countries, eager to be reunited with their brothers
in arms for the first time in three years.
Launched at the end of World War II to promote
peace and reconciliation across the world, the
pilgrimage was officially established in 1958, on
the centenary of the apparitions. It features not only
religious celebrations, but also times for sharing,
concerts around the city, and other festivities.
In addition to these international activities,
participants in the Warriors to Lourdes program
are offered a daily English-speaking Mass as well

as “faith and fellowship” sessions.
This year, the WTL pilgrimage, whose theme is
Pacem meam do vobis (“My peace I give to you”),
is emphasizing the invisible wounds caused by the
war. These include moral injuries, a scourge that is
still too little known, according to the organizers.
In addition, the Knights of Columbus have
sponsored a Ukrainian delegation consisting of
six active-duty military personnel, four mothers of
fallen soldiers, two military officials, two military
chaplains and a military bishop so that they can
seek protection and consolation from Our Lady of
Lourdes for their war-torn nation.

Instituting a Successful Hospitality Program

B

lessed Mother Council 13338 at
Emmanuel Church in Delray Beach
initiated a new program more than a
year ago which serves as a wonderful
opportunity for KofC members and others to
serve at Mass and to provide an interactive and
welcoming environment for parishioners as they
enter church. It is called the Hospitality Ministry
and focuses on providing a smile and welcome to
parishioners attending Mass.
The idea came from a fellow brother who
had started a similar ministry at St. Augustine’s
Church in Andover, Mass., back in the 1980s with
continuing success, and thought it would be a good
ministry for our Emmanuel Parish. He suggested
the idea to Pastor Rev. Gaudioso Zamora and our
Parish Vicar, Rev. Theodore Ihedoro. The idea
was explored at a council meeting, as one of the
lead organizations at Emmanuel, to explore the
idea; all agreed to start the Ministry and as things
progressed, to get other organizations involved,
including our Ladies Guild.
With all the distractions that life brings (medical,
financial, relationships, etc.) that parishioners have
as they come to church, a “Hello” with a smile
can alter that mindset and provide a welcoming

feeling as they enter the House of the Lord.
Hospitality Ministers are assigned to each
entrance of the church to greet everyone and
also to serve as ushers and collectors if needed.
Similar to serving as hosts when someone enters
our home, the Hospitality Ministers serve as hosts
for each Mass and are attentive for any problems
that arise. With seven weekend Masses and four
ministers at each Mass, it provides an opportunity
for fellow brothers to attend Mass and serve as
Hospitality Ministers at the same time. Tie and
jacket are required along with a name tag to make
the interaction more personal and rewarding.
A side benefit includes interaction with male
parishioners as they depart Mass, which has led
to some success in recruiting new members and
growing our ranks.
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Record Turnout For Coastal Laps for Life

K

nights of Columbus councils and
assemblies joined forces on Saturday,
April 9, to hold the SK Terry Cassidy
Memorial Coastal Laps for Life at
Father Lopez Catholic High School.
It proved to be the most successful turnout
in six years holding the event, with 55 Knights
among the 200 participants.
With funds still coming in, Coastal Laps for
Life has already raised more than $55,000. The
Knights will use the funds raised to purchase
and maintain three or possibly four ultrasound
machines for faith-based women’s health and
pregnancy centers throughout the region. The past
five stagings enabled the Knights to use matching
grants from KofC Supreme to purchase seven
units.
“Of the many programs that the Knights
support, we consider this initiative to be our most
important – because it saves lives,” said Roger
Packard, GK of Our Lady of Hope Council 8086
of Port Orange, the core council for the event. “We
would like to thank everyone involved – walkers,
runners and especially contributors. Hopefully, we

can do this again next year to provide even more
ultrasound machines where they are needed, to
save more lives.”
Joining Council 8086 were Father Downey
Council 4934 of Sacred Heart Parish in New
Smyrna Beach, represented by Bill Kelley;
Notre Dame Council 10514 of Flagler Beach,
represented by GK and event co-chairman Paul
Gloeckler; Church of the Epiphany Council 12569
of Port Orange with GK Jim Gallagher; Prince of
Peace Council 8791 with PK Bill Whelen; and St.
Paul Council 1895 of Daytona Beach. Council
8086 PGK Jim Waggoner was event co-chairman,
assisted by DD20 John O’Malley.
Leading the parade at the opening ceremonies
was the Mainland High School Air Force Junior
ROTC Color Guard, led by USAC Major (Retired)
SK Mike Miglioranzi. They were followed by
the KofC Fourth Degree Color Corps, led by
Commander SK Frank Consentino, with Sir
Knights from Assemblies 2794 Our Lady of Hope;
Corpus Christi Assembly 2810 of Flagler Beach;
and Bishop Grady Assembly 2901 of Ormond
Beach.
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New for the 2022 was the running of a 5K race
on a new 3.1-mile course around the Father Lopez
campus sanctioned by U. S. Road Running. Derek
Redel was the winner, in 21:58, 22 seconds ahead
of SK Michael Coleman. Stacy Ferner led the
women, finishing fifth overall in 25:41.
Coastal Laps for Life was held in honor of
former District 20 Deputy SK Terry Cassidy,
the former event chairman who passed away
last September. He was represented by his wife
Barbara. Their daughter Erin, a freshman at Father
Lopez, sang the National Anthem.

Council Supports Parish

T

he Bishop Charles B. McLaughlin
Council Knights of Columbus Council
7282 recently presented two checks to
Father Joel Kovanis, Pastor of Prince of
Peace Catholic Church in Sun City Center, Florida.
A check for $5000 was a donation for Catholic
Education while the second check was donated to
the parish recognizing the support of the various
charitable activities of the Knights of Columbus
by all the members of the parish.
These funds were generated by the parish

support of the Lenten
Fish Frys which were
held on the Fridays
of Lent in the parish
Conesa Center
The Knights of
Columbus is founded
by Father Michael
J.
McGivney
on
Feb. 6, 1882 with a
mission of charity.
The fledgling Order
grows dramatically at
the beginning of the
20th century to serve
communities beyond
the United States.
Founded on the principles of Charity, Unity,
Fraternity and Patriotism which to day are the
foundation of our Core Values: Integrity, firm
adherence to ethics honesty and a moral code:
Professionalism, promoting the highest standards
in all we do; Excellence, leading by example and
constantly striving to be the best; Respect, treating
each other with the highest regard.
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Knights Donate to Pasco Special Olympics

O

ur Lady Queen of
Peace Knights of
Columbus Council
#11680
donated
$6,114.25 to Pasco-Special
Olympics to support local athletes
with the equipment and training
they need to be competitive.
This money was raised through
the Knights “Tootsie Roll Drive”
on March 18-19; 25-26, with the
support of Publix Super Market
(Southgate Center) and Walmart
Supercenter (Port Richey). Local
Special Olympics athletes helped
the Knights raise this money at
the Publix and Walmart locations.
Accepting the donation on behalf of PascoSpecial Olympics were a group of athletes,
parents and volunteers celebrating 50 Years
of programming in Pasco County. Ms. Susan
Paoletti, a 23 year veteran volunteer and five
sport coach stated, “Special Olympics provides
an opportunity for athletes to succeed in sports
that may not otherwise be possible. And we are
extremely grateful to the Knights of Columbus for
their efforts and generosity to help us continue.”
“Pasco-Special Olympics serves 1,700 athletes
in 19 sports and earlier this month we sent 35
athletes to Orlando for the USA Special Olympic

Games” added Ms. Paoletti. Pasco gold medal
winners attending this presentation included:
Blake Bird, Chip Smith and Marlynne Stutzman.
Steve Early, chair of the Knights Special
Olympics – Tootsie Roll Drive, recognized Publix
Assistant Store Manager, William Medernach and
Walmart Store Manager Lara Musumeche for
their support of the Special Olympics-Tootsie Roll
Drive. “It is important to not only recognize but
also celebrate the intrinsic worth and dignity of
every single human being” stated Mr. Early “and
Pasco-Special Olympics has been doing this for 50
years and should be supported. We, the Knights
of Columbus at Our Lady Queen of Peace, will
continue to support them.”

After a two year hiatus due to the pandemic, served and all had a great time at this rekindled
the Annual Parish Easter Egg Hunt was Easter Tradition at St. John’s.
conducted by St. John Council 11281 in Naples.
More than 150 children, plus their parents,
participated in the event on Holy Saturday. The
egg hunt followed a blessing of food by Pastor
Tom Zalewski of St. John the Evangelist Parish.
Areas of the Family Center grounds were
partitioned off by age group and 3,000 prize
filled eggs were hidden along the campus
landscape. Five of the eggs were filled with a
special prize to the finder. refreshments were
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Council Supports Mary's Home

O

n Sunday, May 1st Officers of St.
Christopher Council 10718, Hobe
Sound, FL dedicated $725 for a
memorial brick to grace Mary's
Home, in Stuart, FL. The Officers reported that
the Council's relationship with Mary's Home has
been a long and a valuable one since its inception
by Jan and Noel Lindsay in 2010. The Council
has supported Mary’s Home with both with
contributions of money and volunteers.
The facility in Stuart is one of Five Mary's
Homes that have established beginning in 1983
sharing a goal of providing pregnant, homeless
women with support, vocational training, and
guidance. Ultimately assisting them in gaining
self-sufficiency skills and learning how to make
good choices for them and their children. Mary’s
Home serves as a catalyst to break the cycle of
poverty for Mothers and their babies.

The Knights of St. Christopher Council 10718
have provided volunteers since the inception of
Mary's Home. Their enthusiastic help included
projects like painting rooms, yard work and
various odd jobs.
The Council sponsored fund raising events,
which included holding dinners with the proceeds
donated to Mary's Home. They also have provided
auction items, used for fund raising events.
When the council officers heard of the memorial
paving stone program, they immediately reached
out to Mary’s Home Operations Manager, Kim
Gaudet, to participate.
St. Christopher Council 10718 members feel
that Mary’s Home is a most important right to life
service provided in Martin County, Fl., and pledge
to always be in support of it.

Lecture Discusses Vascular Disease

J

oseph J. Ricotta, MD, MS,
FACS, DFSVS, is the National
Medical Director of Vascular
Surgery and Endovascular
Therapy for Tenet Healthcare, and
Professor of Surgery and Program
Director of the Vascular Surgery
Fellowship at The Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine at
Florida Atlantic University. Dr.
Ricotta’s medical office and officebased laboratory are located at the
Prime Vascular Institute in Delray
Beach, and he is on-staff at Delray
Medical Center where he operates in
a state-of-the-art $7 Million Hybrid
Operating Room.
Experienced, highly skilled and trained in
general surgery from Johns Hopkins, fellowship-

trained in Vascular and Endovascular Surgery
from the Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and
in Endovascular Surgery by the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation, Dr. Ricotta uses the latest technology
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and provides vascular and endovascular care that
is unsurpassed in South Florida.
Dr. Ricotta is board-certified in vascular surgery
and general surgery and has pioneered several
different treatments for patients with vascular
disease. In addition, Dr. Ricotta has authored over
two hundred publications, been an investigator in
over sixty clinical research trials, and delivered
over three hundred lectures both on the national
and international stage.
Brother Armando Minutoli who also serves
as The Florida State Council’s Region 6 PR
Coordinator invited Dr. Ricotta and to speak about
his state-of-the-art, work before the council’s
Knights. And, although impacted by a heavy
surgical schedule graciously accepted and the
event scheduled for Sunday February 27th, 2022,
in Columbus Hall at Emmanuel Parish in Delray
Beach.
Armando and his event committee (Brother
Knights: Peter Cavanaugh, Chuck Dolce,
Edward Shannon) sent out invitations to other
parish groups, Florida State Region# 6 District
Deputies prepared the hall and provided audiovisual equipment for the presentation along with
refreshments at the event. Also, in enthusiastic
support Emmanuel’s Pastor Fr. Zamora had the
event announced at all the masses and posted in
the parish bulletin. Successful efforts that helped
fill the hall with over one hundred participants.
Grand Knight Russell Sylvestre welcomed
Dr. Ricotta and he immediately began the lecture
with a related video media presentation. He gave
us all a comprehensive look at vascular disease,
diagnosis and modern surgical and treatment
methods, which included:
•
Peripheral arterial disease (PAD)/limb
salvage.
•
Pulmonary embolism care.
•
Minimally invasive endovascular therapy
•
Endovascular robotic surgery.
•
Aortic and peripheral aneurysms.
•
Carotid/cerebrovascular disease.
•
Transcarotid artery revascularization.
•
Peripheral arterial disease (PAD)/limb
salvage.
•
Venous disease, thoracic outlet syndrome.

•
•

Renal/mesenteric disease.
Dialysis access.

Throughout and at the ending of the lecture Dr.
Ricotta generously fielded numerous questions
despite his busy schedule. The participants
showered Dr. Ricotta with applause at the richness
of his presentation. And, as a great boon for the
Blessed Mother Council, Brother Armando was
able to recruit Dr. Ricotta to join the Knights and
should expect a favorable council member vote at
the next general meeting.
Note: For further information you can contact.
Dr. Ricotta through Rob Sommer at the Palm
Beach Health Network. Rob is the Service Line
Director Cardiac and Vascular (561) 665-0970.
Email: Rob.Sommer@tenethealth.com
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THE FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

PRESENTS THE 2022 SILVER ROSE PROGRAM
The Silver Rose is coming back to the State of Florida compliments of your Florida State Council. Act
now to secure your spot on our upcoming schedule. Thoroughly review the Silver Rose Guide sheet
(#10625) available at www.kofc.org/rose. Then meet with your pastor in advance to receive his approval
BEFORE registering to receive the Silver Rose. Reservations will be taken on a first come first served
basis but the final schedule will be determined by location and logistics. The tentative schedule is as follows:
July 24, 2022 through July 29, 2022

Diocese of St. Augustine

July 30, 2022 through August 4, 2022

Diocese of Orlando

August 5, 2022 through August 10, 2022

Diocese of Palm Beach

August 11, 2022 through August 16, 2022

Archdiocese of Miami

August 17, 2022 through August 22, 2022

Diocese of Venice

August 23, 2022 through August 28, 2022

Diocese of St. Petersburg

August 29, 2022 through September 3, 2022

Diocese of Pensacola / Tallahassee

No reservations will be taken after June 24, 2022 and the final schedule will be announced on July 1, 2022.
The Silver Rose will be delivered to the address shown on your reservation form no less than one hour prior to the start of your prayer service. Transportation and logistics to all churches is being provided by the
Florida Knights on Bikes.
Reservations will ONLY be accepted by online reservation. No other method of reservation will be accepted. ONLY AFTER your council receives approval from your Pastor should you visit www.konbfla.com
and click on the “SILVER ROSE REQUEST” tab. Fill in all of the data fields and hit submit. You will
receive an email confirmation that your reservation has been received within one week of submission, but
final acceptance will not be made until the schedule is final on July 1, 2022.

For more information contact:
Stephen R. Bell, PGK, PFN
Silver Rose Director and President of the Florida Knights on Bikes
knightrider1997@comcast.net
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write an Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

Send all information:
Region 1: Robert C. Guillery rag130@outlook.com
Region 2: Invocation@floridakofc.org
Region 3: John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4: invocation@floridakofc.org
Region 5: invocation@floridakofc.org
Region 6: Armando Minutoli alminutoli146@gmail.com
For general information or questions email: invocation@floridakofc.org
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Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of your purchases
donated to Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on
your Amazon account
just click on this link
Amazonsmile that’s all
you have to do!

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a YouTube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo
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Robert S. Urrutia
Robert.A.Urrutia84@gmail.com
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Rev. Robert Kantor
frbob@stagnesnaples.org
STATE SECRETARY

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Joseph W. Coicou
jcoicoukofc@gmail.com
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Scott O’Connor
scottoconnor@gmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com (Position open)
Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Regional PR Coordinators
Region 1 Bob Gualtieri rag130@outlook.com
Region 2 (Open)
Region 3 John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4 (Open)
Region 5 (Open)
Region 6 Armando Minutoli alminutoli46@gmail.com
Region 7 (Open)
Region 8 (Open)

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzoarodriguez@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Danny McIntyre
danmci@aol.com

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Kris Elliot
kris.elliott@1980.usna.com

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Richard E. Dahn Jr.
rdahn32@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

Ed Sleyzak
esleyzak@outlook.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

John O'Malley
jomalley1@cfl.com

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus
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