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For God and Country
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

B

rother Knights and families, first, as
we begin the 116th year of the Florida
State Council and the start of a new
Administration, let us all reflect on the
dedication of time, talent and treasure that our past
administrations (58 in total over 115 years) have
given and the fact that their efforts along with
countless men and women volunteers over more
than a century are largely responsible for building
up the great jurisdiction that Florida has become.
The Florida Jurisdiction includes the Island
Nations of the Bahamas and St. Lucia, a part of
the lesser Antilles of the west Indies in the eastern
Caribbean Sea. Together we form one of the top
jurisdictions in the Order.
Second, I will introduce this Administration’s
primary mission for the 2019-2020 Fraternal Year
and share with you a little bit about the vision of
how we can achieve our goals. I will also introduce
our motto “For God and Country” and explain its
context.
We will also discuss encouraging those who are
not currently volunteering or were not yet asked to
fill a state position but have a desire to do so, how
you can get involved. Finally, I wish to share with
you an overview of Marybeth and my experience
visiting the birthplace of our Order and attending
the installation of State Deputies at St. Marys’
Church, New Haven, CT.
As jurisdictions go, Florida is unique among the
order in that it boasts not only a US State (Florida)
but it also includes the international regions of
The Islands of the Bahamas and St. Lucia. Our
jurisdiction was founded 116 years ago, we have
had 58 State Deputies and administrations prior
to now, over that time frame our jurisdiction has
risen to Division 1 category and is consistently
one of the top producing jurisdictions of the Order
in membership gains as well as charitable giving.
This comes as no surprise as we should all
know the level of dedication and devotion that

our membership has to the
great causes of our Order.
My wife and I extend a
hearty “thank you” to all
the administrations that
have helped to shape and
build up our jurisdiction.
To those of you who have
just completed serving in
the last administration and
Deputy Scott A.
who may not currently State
O’Connor and Mary
have a position, we thank
you for your past service
and encourage you to let us know if you wish to
further volunteer.
There are always openings and opportunities
to serve and if you are interested, please send
(by email) your name and contact information
along with the area you would like to volunteer
to the attention of: Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD, at:
pmkoppie@verizon.net Deacon Paul will then
send your request on to the appropriate Director.

The new State Motto “For God and Country”
was Marybeth’s idea, she said to me that you
Knights are always supporting causes that build
up the Church (For God) and you also are very
patriotic in your programs such as support for
the Military Chaplains Fund, support for Honor
Flights, Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage and many
more.
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Knights of Columbus are one of the few groups
that still consistently march in patriotic events,
carry the flag and support the groups that honor
it, thus (For Country). In this simple statement
we exclaim that God comes before all others,
however, our Country is also important to us in
that it provides the freedom and liberty for us to
worship God, practice our religion without fear of
persecution and to live as free and equal citizens.
Our Administration will be dedicated to
assisting in the process of increasing vocations
within the Church. This will be accomplished
through an increased awareness of the
opportunities that are available to families through
our support programs and by our focus on
financial and prayerful support fostering the seeds
of discernment in our own homes, families and
parishes.
Our goal is to see our Knights of Columbus
families produce a minimum of two new
seminarians during the next fraternal year, we shall
also continue to increase our financial support
for all seminaries within our jurisdiction and to
continue to provide spiritual support through
prayers and programs that support the needs of the
Church.
We shall also continue to build on the success of
our major charitable programs including support
for the Ultrasound Initiative in order to achieve the
“100th Machine Place in Florida this year”. Other
major program initiatives include the Laps for Life
events, support for Citizens
with Disabilities Program, The
Wheelchair Initiative and our
annual Helping Life Support
programs.
Visiting the Supreme KofC
Headquarters, the Knights
of Columbus Museum and
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
the heart of the Yale University
Campus in New Haven
Connecticut is an experience
that my wife Mary and I will
never forget. From the moment
we arrived at the Omni Hotel,
located in the center of campus

we realized we were in a special place.
We were welcomed by many of the Supreme
Council staff who provided a welcome registration
for State Deputies and their wives, this followed
by initial meetings in which we were addressed by
the Supreme Knight. The days were packed with
training programs for the men and the women were
treated to tours of the Sisters of Life Convent, the
KofC museum and a ride on an authentic steam
train.

On Friday of our trip everyone was loaded
aboard buses and taken to St. Mary’s Church, a
short ride from the hotel and the headquarters
building. At St. Mary’s we learned that each
jurisdiction has its own pew, we searched out
the Florida pew and took a few photos sitting
in it. Archbishop William E. Lori, the Supreme
Chaplain, was the principal
celebrant at the Installation
Mass.
Following communion, each
State Deputy Elect and his wife
processed up the center aisle
and was presented his medal
of office and officially installed
by the Supreme Knight, Carl A.
Anderson. Following the Mass
and installation we all were
treated to breakfast by the host
council. Breakfast was served
in the basement of St. Mary’s
where the Order first met and
was founded.
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During breakfast we were able to sit with
Supreme Master and past state deputy of Florida,
Dennis Stoddard and his wife Linda, who were
very gracious hosts to us during our visit. We were
given tours of the headquarters building where
more than 800 staff work daily, we were also
treated to a reception at the KofC Museum on one
evening.

Touring the museum was a most impressive
experience, the facility takes up an entire block
and has some of the most impressive galleries on
WWI and WWII that can be visited. I strongly
suggest that if you have not visited New Haven,
you should consider doing so. This experience is
one my wife and I will never forget and one that
we hope you all can experience as well.
We look forward to working with each and
everyone of you this fraternal year, we ask for
your prayers, your patience and your dedicated
efforts. Together we will continue to build on the
foundation that is our great jurisdiction, together
we will build the body of Christ that is our Church,
together we will increase our numbers so that we
can continue to do more, support more and keep
the Florida State Council as one of the Shining
Stars of the Knights of Columbus.

2019-2021 Florida State Directors
Faith Director - Deacon Robert Laquerre
Community Director - Michael Crawford
baronmc102@cs.com
Life Director - Joseph Bishop
mozzs@comcast.net
Family Director - Robert Higgins
rhiggins10484@gmail.com
Youth Director- Michael Crawford
baronmc102@cs.com
Awards/Report Forms Director- Robert
Dytkowski dytkowski@bellsouth.net
Membership Retention - Bruce Gillett
bdgretired@gmail.com
Council Retention - Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com
Council Reactivation - Joseph Rzepka
joerzepka@thevillages.net
Roundtable Chairman - John Mazzuca
mrmazz53@aol.com
Vocations Chairman - Mark Lynn
lynnmark@bellsouth.net
Campaign for People with Intellectual
Disabilities - Stephen Ring
steventingdd61@gamail.com

Public Relations Chairman - Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com
Special Olympics Chairman - Peter Chiravalle
flkofcdd72@gmail.com
Athletic Events Chairman - Anthony Costantini
flkofcdd28tony@yahoo.com
Free Throw Chairman - Richard Cunningham
rcrichcunningham@gmail.com
Soccer Challenge Chairman- Anthony
Costantini flkofcdd28tony@yahoo.com
State Squires Chairman - Edward Veronick
FLSTSquires1@gmail.com
Marian Hour Chariman - Harry Whitford, JR
kofcwhit@hotmail.com
McGiveney Guild Chairman - John Sager
jws301@verizon.net
Silver Rose Chairman - Paul Gloekler
pegloek@gmail.com
Health-Serviced Chairman - Modesto
Sanchez-Torres drmodd74@gmail.com
Disaster Response Coordinator- Ron Winn
rlwinn1951@gmail.com
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest - Michael
Crawford baronmc102@cs.com
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Taking A Spiritual Journey
By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

I

t’s a great privilege to be invited back again,
to serve as Florida State Chaplain of the
Knights of Columbus. I thank newly-elected
State Deputy Scott O’Connor for entrusting
me with this role of great responsibility. I will serve
in the best manner possible, assisting Diocesan
Chaplains and brother Knights in addressing the
spiritual needs of our Knights and their families.
I returned June 30th with PSD Deacon Paul
Koppie from our l mission trip to the Guatemala
jungles where, with several Knights and their
sons, grandsons and nephews, we endured a week
of hard labor, building picnic-style bench-table
combinations for the students at the Father Tom
Moran Vocational School in “Ak’Tenamit” [“New
Village’].
Actually, while they labored with hammer, saw,
nails and bolts in the constructing these vital pieces
of furniture in the ever-expanding school (current
population of 600+), I taught practical English
to a select number of students preparing to serve
in hotels and restaurants of that country, thereby
avoiding a perceived need to flee their country and
to try to enter ours (legally or illegally).
These young men and women were so willing
to learn from and assist us in our efforts to help
them establish a better way of life in their own
land that they begged our Knights to return next
year to continue these projects.
Our trip is also a spiritual journey, with daily
recitation of the Morning and Evening Prayer
of the Church, the Rosary and celebration of the
Eucharist (sometimes in Spanish) at our hotel, at
the school, or in one of the Catholic villages that
rarely sees a priest.
How they truly appreciate our Knightly
presence there is evident in how they receive us on
each of these occasions. For example, the school
choir rehearses the music for the liturgy days in
advance of the Mass. In the village, the locals
festively decorate the church as if it were a type

of a Christmas liturgy, so
thrilled are they with the
opportunity of receiving
Jesus in one of the rare
occasions a priest comes
to their modest chapel.
Our visits coincided
with the great feasts of
June: Corpus Christi,
Ss. Peter and Paul, the
State Chaplain Monsignor
Nativity of St. John the Thomas Skindeleski
Baptist, and Sacred Heart.
In one town, the people
meticulously placed flower petal arrangements
on the street, depicting the Sacred Heart, the
traditional IHS monogram, and other symbols.
Wow! How beautifully they created these signs of
love and devotion of Our Lord.
Thanks to the cooperation of some Knights of
Florida, under the leadership of newly-elected
State Warden Mike Gizewski, as well as my
parishioners, the school procured a much-needed
new 18 passenger van to ferry students in and
around Guatemala to doctors’ appointments and
employment interviews, to cart large bags of
bean and rice supplies for the school’s kitchen,
as well as cart our whole group of Knights to our
destinations. It replaced a dilapidating vehicle in
which one could see the street through the rusting
floorboard.
God bless you all! Vivat Jesus!
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Fulfilling Wisdom and Understanding
By Past State Chaplain Reverend Sal Pignato

M

y dear brother Knights, as I leave
the Office of State Chaplain for
the Florida State Council, I would
like to thank all of you for your
kindness and for your assistance, as Knights, with
my task. It has been a wonderful two years.
My appointment to be State Chaplain has
completely fulfilled the wisdom and understanding
of what the Catholic Church is as described by
Pope Saint John Paul II when he said, the Church
breathes with two lungs, "East and West." My
appointment to this Office has been a gift to me in
that I have made every effort to be a bridge to the
West coming from the East and have the Knights
breathe with the two lungs of the Church.
My outreach and ministry has been to the
State Council, it's Directors, State Chaplains and
Council Chaplains when needed. My outreach
has been to educate the Knights of Columbus
on the rich history of the Eastern Church. Also,
to afford the Knights, whether on the State Level
or at Conventions, the majestic prayers, Customs,
Traditions and most of all, celebrate and experience
the majesty of the Divine Liturgy through myself or
my Bishop. I feel I have adequately accomplished

the
objectives
and
outreach ministries that
I have outlined. It is
with great satisfaction
and gratitude I leave this
Office of State Chaplain.
I would like to thank
Past State Deputy Donald
Kahrer for appointing me
to this position. I would
like to thank the State Past State Chaplain Rev.
Salvatore Pignato
Board of Directors for
working with me. And,
I would like to thank the State Chaplains for
their continued assistance throughout my two
years. Finally, I would like to congratulate Msgr.
Tom Skindeleski on his appointment as the next
State Chaplain. I wish him God's blessings and a
prosperous State Chaplaincy.
God bless all of you,
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!
Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki

Council 11280 Builds Wheelchair Ramps

A

Parishioner who is wheelchair bound,
was having difficulty navigating from
her home via the entryways which
existed. The KofC members built ramps to the
rear lanai and the front entry to the garage.
KofC Members Martin Gauthier and Bill
Warvel built and installed the two ramps. The
custom-made platforms were made to have even
access from the interior floor levels and also
long enough to reduce the incline making access

and egress easier and safer.
The rear (lanai) ramp incorporated an
ingenious hinged edge at the top which was
movable (up and down) permitting the ramp to
extend into the doorway for smooth access after
the sliding doors were opened.
This is another part of the council outreach
efforts and the St. John the Evangelist Parish
"CARE" program, serving the Parish and
Community in need.
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Looking Forward to a Great Year
By State Secretary Rob Urrutia

J

uly 1st, 2019 started a new beginning as
our new State Deputy Scott O’Connor and
his team start their term. They already have
been working hard in making the transition
into the next fraternal year. I hope everyone gives
the love and support to Scott and Marybeth these
next few years.
I would like to welcome Robert Rasch, the
new State Advocate and Michael Gizewski, the
new State Warden to the Team. I would also like
to welcome back Don Vettorel as the Charities
Director and to welcome Austin Scott as the
Membership Director. Lorenzo Rodriquez is
returning as Programs Director after another
fabulous year. The Team is already working hard
at making the transition from one team to another.
I would like to take this time to thank IPSD
Donald Kahrer Jr. and his wife Christine for all
their hard work these past 10 years for the Florida
State Council. It takes many hours of time and
energy to make sure the Florida State Council is
well represented on the National level.
I would like to thank David Austin for the
great job he did as Charities Director this past
year. He put in a lot of long hours to make sure
the KC Charities is what it is today. I know he

will continue to serve the
Florida State Council in
the future.
I would also like to
thank both Ron Kosey
and John O’Toole for the
hard work they did this
past year. With Ron ailing
and John stepping in to
support Ron they did a
Secretary Robert
great job in trying to make State
Urrutia and Lucille
the membership goals this
past year.
The new teams are in place and we are ready
to go! I hope that the Councils in the Florida State
Jurisdiction are excited for the new fraternal year.
We are looking forward to a great year for the
Florida State Council.
Please feel free to contact any of the new State
Officers if you have any questions.

Council Supports Pro Life

A

t their annual social event, North
Port Council 7997 gave checks
totaling over $15,000 to various prolife organizations and community
organizations as indicated below: Pregnancy
Assistance: Our Mothers House, Pregnancy
Solutions, Pregnancy Careline, Solve Maternity
Homes, those with disabilities: Special
Olympics, St. Mary's Academy, Autism Speaks,

Loveland Center, ARC of Charlotte County.
ARC has now merged with Loveland Center,
but continues the same work with children with
disabilities.
In addition, additional donations were made
to North Port Boys and Girls Club, Back Pack
Angels and Imagine School Young Marines of
North Port.
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Examining Your Conscience
By State Advocate Robert Rausch

I

t is important that I first introduce myself.
My name is Bob Rasch. I wish to thank
each of you and your delegates to the State
Convention who elected me to the position
of State Advocate. I am humbled and can only
hope with the help of the Holy Spirit that I can
live up to your expectations.
I recently read a quote from David Brooks, a
New York Times columnist who said that there
are two kinds of virtues: those that look good on a
resume and those you want said about you at your
funeral. My resume is long and full. I didn’t seek
this job for platitudes or fame. I did it to lend my
many years of legal experience to the position.
I encourage each and every one of you to
examine your conscience to determine if you can
give of your talents to become an officer of your
council or assembly. Do it not for the resume but

for what people will
say about you at your
funeral. We need strong
and effective leaders if
we are to entice Catholic
gentlemen to join the
Florida
Knights
of
Columbus. Remember, if
we are not growing, we
are dying. Some of us are
Advocate Robert
not getting any younger. State
Rausch and wife Peggy
Consider implementing
the motto contained
in my by-line at the end of my emails -- “To be
born a gentlemen is an accident; to die one is an
accomplishment”.

Vivat Jesus.

Roundtable Donates to School

M

embers of Council 3521's Round
Table at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church presented a
$970.34 check to Ms. Laura
Kelley, Wakulla Pre-Kindergarten School
Principal. The funds were collected during the
2019's Campaign for People with Intellectual
Disabilities (nicknamed Tootsie Roll Drive)
on Saturday, March 8, 2019, at the Winn Dixie
Grocery Store in Crawfordville.
The Knights of Columbus Councils’
participation in this campaign, as well as, many
other fund-raising endeavors last year and raised
$185 million and volunteered over 75 hours
million last year helping various causes.
Members have been donating to Wakulla PreKindergarten School for years. These funds have

been used for the purchase and installation of
playground equipment at the school. This year's
collection and donation were the Round Table's
largest to date.
Ms. Kelley stated that she was very grateful for
the Round Table's donation, and for the support
that they have provided over the years. This
donation is greatly appreciated!
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, to busyness and strive to choose “the better part.”
you are anxious and worried about many things. Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen William E. Lori:
the better part and it will not be taken from her.”
This month, I challenge you to spend five
(Gospel for July 21, Lk 10:41-42)
extra minutes sitting before the Lord before or
magine yourself in Martha’s shoes. While after Sunday Mass. Second, I challenge you to
your seemingly lazy sister Mary sits at the participate in the Faith in Action Sacramental Gifts
feet of Jesus, you are the one preparing program or pray for those receiving the sacraments,
and serving the food, setting the table and that they might choose “the better part.”
making things happen. And then, all of a sudden, Questions for Reflection:
Jesus chides you and compares you unfavorably
If it were you with Jesus that evening, would
to your sister. Jesus’ words can strike us as harsh.
Wasn’t Martha doing a good thing by serving our you have been more likely to be a “Martha” or a
Lord? Yet if we are honest, we recognize that it’s “Mary”? What does it mean to choose “the better
all too easy to get caught up in busyness doing part”? How did spending a few extra moments
good things and all the while miss the opportunity with the Lord before or after Mass affect your
to encounter Christ. By God’s grace, may we hear encounter with Christ in the Eucharist?
these tough words from Jesus, resist this tendency

I

M

Fond Farewell to Father Glenn

embers of St. Joseph Council 2505
and parishioners at St. Joseph
Catholic Church bid a fond farewell
to Father Glenn Lopez with a dinner in his honor
hosted by the council at the KofC hall.
One of the highlights of the function came
when Grand Knight Stan Saisa presented Father
Glenn with special plaque in recognition of his
dedicated service to the KofC and the St. Joseph
parish community. Father Glenn, who served
the council as chaplain and church as parochial
vicar, was reassigned from St. Joseph Church
in Lakeland to Most Precious Blood Church in
Oviedo where he will serve as parochial victor.
His position at St. Joseph will be assumed by
Father Rogelio Landeta, who will also assist at
St. John Neumann Church in Lakeland and tend
to the spiritual needs of the Lakeland’s rapidly
expanding Hispanic Catholic community.

“While we are saddened to be losing Father
Glenn, we nevertheless wish him the best in
his new assignment and also look forward to
welcoming Father Landeta to St. Joseph and our
Council,” the Grand Knight said.
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Council Hosts Silver Rose

K

nights of Columbus Star Council 8086
hosted the Silver Rose at a special
Mass and prayer service at Our Lady
of Hope Catholic Church on Friday,
June 7, 2019 at 6:00 PM.
The evening ceremony had 95 Knights and
family members in attendance, and was celebrated
by State 4th Degree Faithful Friar and Our Lady
of Hope Pastor SK Father Chris Hoffmann, who

T

was assisted by Deacons SK Mike Rosolino and
SK Mike Pettit.
The Port Orange visit was part of a nine-month
annual pilgrimage for the Silver Rose, which
honors Our Lady of Guadalupe and reaffirms the
Knights’ dedication to the sanctity of human life.
To see more Photo’s as the Silver Rose travels
from Parish to Parish click here.

Flags High on Agenda

he proper retirement of torn and
tattered American flags and the sale and
distribution of new flags were high on
the agenda of St. Paul the First Hermit Council
14222 in the early part of June.
On June 1, a contingent of Knights visited
Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell to
remove torn and tattered flags for retirement
in the prescribed method of burning. Over the
first two weekends in June, members were on
hand at all Masses at St. Mark the Evangelist
Catholic Church to pick up old flags brought
there by parishioners and selling them new flags
as replacements.
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Bishop’s Busy Confirmation Schedule

T

he unselfish sacrifices made by
members of the Catholic clergy in
bringing the sacraments to Catholics
is brought into sharp focus in a review
of the demanding schedule Diocese of Orlando
Bishop John Noonan followed in order to confirm
thousands of Catholics — young and old alike —
at venues in all corners of the massive diocese
over the past four months. During the months
of March, April, May and June alone, Bishop
Noonan presided at 60 Confirmation ceremonies
at churches and college campuses all over the
diocese.
This is an amazing accomplishment considering
the fact that the diocese contains a land mass of
9,611 square-miles, making it larger than eight
states — Vermont, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Hawaii, Delaware
and Rhode Island. The diocese is home to 400,923
Catholics, and according to the Diocesan website,
has 79 parishes, 2 basilicas, 12 mission churches
and 42 parochial schools. The spiritual needs of
the faithful are served by 208 priests, 87 religious
nuns and 109 permanent deacons, according to
Wikipedia.

What’s also important to note is that many of
these ceremonies came at a time when the Bishop
was extremely busy planning and participating in
ceremonies related to the Easter season. At every
stop along the way, the Bishop co-celebrated
Mass with local priests and delivered an inspiring
homily, in addition to performing the traditional
rituals associated with a Confirmation ceremony.
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In ceremonies for predominately Hispanic
Catholics, he delivered his homilies in Spanish.
Consistent with the Knights of Columbus’ “In
Solidarity with Our Priests” pledge, members of
local KofC councils and assemblies turned out en
masse to welcome the Bishop and his entourage
to the churches they are affiliated with. They
also provided Fourth Degree Honor Guards that
added pageantry to the ceremonies.
“Like our Fourth Degree counterparts
throughout the Diocese of Orlando, we welcomed
the opportunity to greet the Bishop and his assistants
at the ceremonies where we had a presence,”
said Sir Knight Robert Higgins of Haines City,
who organized a Fourth Degree Honor Guard
for four of the five Confirmations conducted at
churches in Polk County. “We were delighted
with the opportunity our involvement gave us to
familiarize the newly-confirmed Catholics, as well
as their relatives and friends, with the Knights of
Columbus,” said Higgins, whose Honor Guards
included members from his home assembly 3200

in Haines City plus assemblies 2209 in Lake Wales
and 1500 and 2608, both in Winter Haven.
Bishop Noonan’s Confirmation schedule for
these four months included 22 trips to the Central
Deanery (Orange, Osceola and Seminole counties);
15 to the Northern Deanery (Marian, Sumpter
and Lake counties); 11 to the Southern Deanery
(Brevard County), 7 to the Eastern Deanery
(Volusia County) and 5 to the Western Deanery
(Polk County). Altogether he logged thousands of
miles and spent countless hours traveling from his
base in Orlando to such distant places as Ocala,
Daytona Beach, Melbourne, Lakeland, Leesburg
and points in between.
In addition to the 60 Confirmations performed
in the four-month period, Bishop Noonan
conducted 12 in the months of January and
February and has 13 more on his schedule for
the remainder of the year, with the exception of
August and December when he’ll get a welldeserved break.
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Council Retires Flags

T

he 2019 Memorial Day Family Outing
staged by Dr. Lawrence J. O’Rourke
Council 4726 on the grounds of the
KofC hall in Winter Haven was a
tremendous success, drawing a record crowd of
more than 200 men, women and children of all
ages.
The program began on a prayerful note with
Father Rony Parakkalal of St. Joseph Church
thanking God for the blessings bestowed on
America and paying tribute to those in the military
who fought and died for the freedoms enjoyed in
this nation.
The opening prayer and blessing by Fr. Rony
were followed by a solemn ceremony in which
members of a local Boy Scout troop and their
leaders properly retired a number of torn and
tattered American flags by burning them in an
open pit fire. As the flags were retired, two young
men created a patriotic atmosphere by playing
taps on their trumpets.
After the flags were retired, the scene shifted to

a covered pavilion where the throng, comprised
of Knights, Columbiettes and special guests,
enjoyed hamburgers, ribs, hot dogs, sausages and
an assortment of salads and desserts prepared by
Knights and their ladies.
Grand Knight John Richards concluded the
day by thanking the Boy Scouts, Columbiettes
and Brother Knights for the roles they played in
the ceremony and also recognized the numerous
special guests in attendance.
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Council Supports Priests

S

t. Cloud Kissimmee Council
6624 showed its strong support
for priests by staging its first
annual Clergy Appreciation
Day in early June in the social hall
at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church.
The timing of the event was very
appropriate since it was held on the
day Father Jorge Torres celebrated
his first anniversary as pastor at Holy
Redeemer and the conclusion of
Seminarian James Lorini’s pastoral
year at the church. "The ceremony
gave us an opportunity to celebrate
Father Torres’ first year as our pastor
and bid farewell to our seminarian,
in addition to recognizing two
other priests for their service to our
church,” said Grand Knight Harry
Rother.
During the ceremony all knights thanked the
priests for their leadership and spiritual guidance
as they continue to follow in the footsteps of KofC
founder Father Michael J. McGivney by serving
the spiritual needs of their parishioners.
As a token of the council’s strong support
and defense of the clergy, the Grand Knight
presented Father Torres and Father Juan Orsorno
with a Support Our Priests - Father Michael J.
McGivney certificate and a donation. Father

Archie Faustino was also honored but not on hand
for the ceremony. Seminarian James Lorini also
received a certificate for his service to the parish
in addition to a donation that will help him when
he continues to pursue his studies at the seminary
later this year.
A sheet cake bearing photos of the three
priests and seminarian, inscribed with the words
“Blessings and Thank You for Making a Difference
in our Lives,” was served to all those on hand for
this wonderful Ceremony.
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St Joseph’s Dedication to Father McGivney

T

he Knight of Columbus Council 10850
of St Joseph’s located in Mandarin
area of Jacksonville Florida recently
held a dedication ceremony of Father
McGivney with the presentation of a statue of our
founder. It will be kept in a prominent place the
gathers area of the church for the parishioners to
see before entering for Mass.
We hope this will bring to prominence our
founder not only to the men whom are Knights but
also to the men and women of the parish. We are
fortunate to have a priest Father Sebastian George
who supports us in all of our ventures and support
of the parish community.
The Venerable Father McGivney started a
great movement of the laity when he started the
priesthood and it continues today with all we do
in our parishes. We hope that this display of our
founder will give just one more place to pray and
remind us of our roots so that we will continue to
have the strength to continue his work today in our
community
How can you support journey to sainthood? Join
the Michael J McGivney Guild which is free on
line or ask your Grand Knight for an application.
You can also to the website by clicking Father
McGivney Guild.

T

Are You A Member?

he Father Michael J. McGivney Guild cause for canonization and are invited to
serves as a source for
participate in promoting devotion
information about the life,
to this Servant of God. Members
works and spirituality of Father
of the Knights of Columbus are not
McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Father Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular
To join the Guild, register online at:
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
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Golf Tourney Raises $12,000

T

he Panama City Knights of Columbus
Council 11850 and 3599 held a Charity
Golf Tournament to help victims of
Hurricane Michael on Saturday, May 4
at the Holiday Gold Club in Panama City Beach.
Over 80 golfers participated and more than 20
local companies donated prizes ranging from Golf
Weekends to Gas Grills.
The tournament was chaired by Tom Fagan
of Council 11850. Due to his tireless efforts,
the Tournament raised $12,000 for the local
Pregnancy Resource Center and Catholic Charities
of Northwest Florida. Recipients of the donations
say they are grateful for the contribution.
"It's absolutely thrilling that we received
this donation from the Knights of Columbus as
we help people in their recovery efforts after
Hurricane Michael," Executive Director of
Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida Matthew
Knee said.
"Thrilled, excited, knowing we can use this

money to help get materials that we lost through the
hurricane," Executive Director of the Pregnancy
Resource Center Pati Adams said.
The Knights of Columbus say they are happy
all the money raised is staying here locally. To
hear bout this fantastic event watch the news story
Knights of Columbus donate thousands to local
charities.

Most Rev. William A. Wack,
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee
ordained five new deacons at the
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
in Pensacola on Saturday, June
8th.
Three of the five are Knights
active in their respective councils.
The new deacons include, from
left, Thomas Elsesser, Father
Howard J. Lesch Council 7667,
Niceville; Daniel Dailey, Our
Lady of Victory Council 7968,
Crestview; Bishop Wack, (a 4th
degree Knight), and Jonathan
Ignacio, Santa Maria Council
7402, Cantonment.
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Rebirth of a Grotto

W

hen St. Scholastica Council
14485 visited the Good Counsel
Camp in Floral City, what they
viewed broke their hearts. A
60 yr old Grotto, featuring “Our Lady of the
Miracles” was in disrepair.
Without hesitation, 12 Brother Knights over the
course of 3 long days put forth the effort to restore
this Grotto back to its original state. The multitude
of tasks included, stripping away all vine and
weed overgrowth, bleaching and scrubbing every
inch of the coral rocks and installing a new walk
path by repurposing bricks from the former on site
mess hall which previously burnt down. But most
importantly was the repair and repainting of “Our
Lady of The Miracles”. She now stands in full
glory for all to view.

M

y Brother Knights, I would to
introduce myself to you for my first
article in the Innvocation by telling
you a little about myself as well as what I will
be striving to provide for you in my monthly
articles.
My name is Modesto Sanchez-Torres,
MD. I am a private practice radiologist in
Plantation, Florida. I also read the ultrasounds
for the Respect Life Pregnancy centers in the
Archdiocese of Miami. I have been practicing
medicine for over twenty-five years. I obtained
my undergraduate and medical school degrees
from the University of Miami and my Radiology
Resident training at Baylor College of Medicine
at the Texas Medical Center in Houston, Texas.
I have been married to my wife Myrna for
twenty-nine years (we met at my local Catholic
youth group in Miami when I was 16 and have
together ever since). We have three beautiful
children: Leslie Annette who is twenty-three,
Modesto Miguel who is twenty-two, and
Carolina Isabella who is fifteen.
Our Worthy State Deputy Brother Scott

O’Connor has appointed
me as the State Chairman
for Health Services. I
will be writing monthly
articles in this magazine
covering many topics.
These including the
Faith in Action Program as well as issues for us
Catholics that are being debated in our society
and to give you a perspective from a medical
doctor who is also a devout Catholic. Aditionally,
I will provide articles on medical topics which
are of concern to us as men.
I also would like you my brother knights to
be engaged in this column. You can email me
with any questions you may have as well as any
editorial comments on my articles. If there are
any topics you would like me to cover in an
article please email me.
As a teaser to the next article, I will be
addressing the issue of the unborn child and the
recent Respect Life legislation passed in Georgia
the “HeartBeat Bill” as well as Roe v Wade.
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Councils Fund Vestments

K

nights of Columbus councils across
Florida joined together to help a
newly-ordained priest build his
ministry and an emerging Catholic
community in St. Augustine.
St. Mary of the Grove Council 11138, affiliated
with St. Mary parish in Tampa; St. Thomas à
Becket Council 16236, affiliated with Incarnation
parish in Orlando; and St. Michael the Archangel
Assembly 3026 in Tampa donated funds to help
Father Philip Mayer, who is a member of the
Knights of Columbus, purchase vestments for use
at St. James Catholic Church in St. Augustine,
a community of the Personal Ordinariate of the
Chair of St. Peter.
Father Mayer is the parochial administrator
of St. James, which meets in St. Benedict the
Moor church in St. Augustine. Father Mayer is a
former Episcopal priest who was received into the
Roman Catholic Church in January 2012. He was
“Obtaining clerical items such as vestments is a
ordained into the transitional diaconate in August challenge for any new priest, particularly when he
2018 and the priesthood in January of this year by serves in a small parish or community as do many
Ordinariate Bishop Steven J. Lopes in Houston.
Ordinariate priests. We were delighted to provide
funding for Father Mayer’s vestments,” said
Grand Knight Michael Coleman of St. Thomas à
Becket Council 16236.
In his dual roles as a knight and an ordained
Catholic priest, Father Mayer expressed his
gratitude for the support provided by the Knights
of Columbus to vocations and priests everywhere.
The Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of
St. Peter, encompassing the United States and
Canada, is one of three ordinariates established
by Pope Benedict XVI under the apostolic
constitution Anglicanorum coetibus.
The ordinariates' mission is “to maintain the
liturgical, spiritual and pastoral traditions of
the Anglican Communion within the Catholic
Church, as a precious gift nourishing the faith of
the members of the Ordinariate and as a treasure
to be shared.”
While Ordinariate parishes celebrate Mass
according to the Divine Worship Missal, any
Catholic may licitly attend an Ordinariate Mass.
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From the Florida State Convention
Click Here to see more Florida State Convention pictures, and Click Here for Officers Installation
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication
provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ken
Nelson at kenjnelson@icloud.com or S/K Joseph DeStefano
at destefano819@yahoo.com to submit articles, photographs,
comments, or questions.

frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rausch

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and
Let Your Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Austin E. Scott

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE
to download the issue.

coachaes@gmail.com
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez

COLUMBIA

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

Don Vettorel
devettorel@gmail.com
STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com
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