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Pro Life Mass and Procession

F

ourth Degree Brother Knights from
Assemblies in Region 6 (Palm Beach
Diocese) participated in a Pro-Life Mass,
followed by a prayerful procession to a
local abortion mill.
The activities, organized by Miracle House, and
Mary Mother of Light Maronite Catholic Church,
in Tequesta held on January 22, at West Palm Beach
and spear headed by Brother Knight, Reverend
Gary George, Pastor of Mary Mother of Light who
celebrated the mass. Also concelebrating, with
Fr. George were twelve priests, some of whom,
also brother Knights, who visited from other Palm
Beach Diocese parishes.
Supporting the event were Region 6 Color Corps
who proudly joined together and participated
in the ceremony by greeting the attendees and
escorted the priests in the distribution of the Holy
Eucharist. Also, Brother Knights from the various
councils enthusiastically attended and joined the
over four hundred attendees at the service.
At the conclusion of Mass, a procession formed
and then led by the Color Corps in a march from
Miracle House to a nearby abortion center. Upon
their arrival at center, Father Gary, held up the

Holy Monstrance, and all prayed solemnly in front
of the property for an end to abortions.
This endeavor was a strong affirmation of the
Knights’ support and participation in Pro-life
activity at the local level and evidence of a vibrant
Pro-life Movement in Palm Beach County.
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New Year's Resolutions
By State Deputy Rob Urrutia

y now all DD’s, GK’s, and FSs
should have received an invitation to
participate in a new program called
Affiliate Member Program on February
15th. This meeting is mandatory to attend as there
are no makeup dates nor recording of this meeting
that will be sent out. Please make sure you are in
attendance.
We are entering our 2nd month of the new year.
How many of you are keeping your new year’s
resolution? My resolution is to keep the flame of
the Knights of Columbus burning bright in the
state of Florida. But I need everyone’s help. There
are a few councils that have not recruited a new
member in a few years. I am worried that those
councils that do not recruit new members will not
survive much longer.
As members of the Knights of Columbus we
have an important obligation to help our brothers
in our communities. We have great programs
like supporting Special Olympics, Coats for
Kids, Food for Families, Wheelchairs, and the
Ultrasound initiative. We need members to help
support these programs as we cannot do this alone.

T

Please go out and recruit
for your council so they
may continue the good
works of charity for years
to come.
This past month we lost
a cherished member of
the Florida State Council.
Robert “Bob” Andersen
PSD, FM, FVSM. Bob State Deputy
was the singing PSD that Robert Urrutia
graced our presence at
every convention and
State meetings since he was State Deputy in 1993.
I am sure that everyone that encountered Bob will
have a great little story to tell about him. He will
now be able to sing to his beloved Carol once
again. Thank you to everyone who attended his
funeral for such a wonderful man, father, friend,
and brother Knight.

Are You A Member?

he Blessed Michael J.
cause for canonization and are invited
McGivney Guild serves as a
to participate in promoting devotion
source for information about
to this Servant of God. Members
the life, works and spirituality of
of the Knights of Columbus are not
Father McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Blessed Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular updates on
To join the Guild, register online at: http://
the progress of Blessed Michael J. McGivney’s www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
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The Great Catch
By State Chaplain Very Rev. Bob Kantor

he Gospel for the Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time, the first Sunday this
month, tells the story of the great catch
of fish directed by Jesus (Luke 5:1-11).
Can you imagine, seasoned fishermen who have
been unsuccessful all night taking fishing lessons
from the son of a carpenter? It’s like me trying to
give you fishing instructions.
The closest I came to being an angler was
running family errands as a kid to the local fish
market on a Friday in Lent. But see what happens
when Jesus is directing the effort and others listen
and act … something amazing! An abundant
catch of fish results and it’s all because Peter
trusts enough in Jesus to “put out into deep water”
and lower their nets for a catch. The haul was so
plentiful their nets
were tearing, and
the boats were in
danger of sinking!
Now,
many
times are we asked
to bring other men
into our order
when we think
we have done all
we can and the
possibility of a
“catch” is remote?
Maybe we are
tired of “fishing”
because we have
been at it for many
years, not just a
night. Still the call goes out to “put out into deep
water and lower your nets for a catch.” If we do,
could it go for us as it did that day for Peter and his
fishing companions?
First, it helps to know why we fish. Just like
Jesus was preparing Peter and the others for a
more meaningful catch of men who would follow
Jesus on the “the Way,” we Knights can’t stop

inviting and recruiting
and encouraging the men
of our parishes to join us
because that sets them
on a journey to grow
closer to Christ. Sure,
there are quotas to attain
and insurance offers to
promote, but we recruit
primarily because, in the
Chaplain
comradery of being a State
Very Rev. Bob Kantor
Knight, in living more fully
our call to discipleship,
in engaging our baptismal
call to service, the men we “catch” become
more fully alive in Christ. And as their role as
Catholic husbands
and
fathers
is
strengthened, their
families grow in
faith with them.
Fishing
for
us as Knights of
Columbus is not a
numbers game. It is
a matter of life and
death. We all know
the great stories
of conversion and
faith
enrichment
that follow when
Catholic
men
become Knights.
Perhaps
you
represent one of them. The thing for us to remember
is that it is God who will convert the heart. We only
need to invite and encourage, trusting in Jesus to
provide the catch. Let it begin in with “Strength in
Prayer,” as our State Deputy’s motto reminds us.
And let it conclude in thanksgiving to Christ for a
bountiful catch beyond our expectations.
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I Must Stay At Your House Today

O

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

n Sunday, January 30th the Eastern
Church celebrated Zacheus Sunday.
This commemoration began the
countdown to the Great Fast or the
Lenton Season. But who is this man named
Zacheus?
Zacheus was not particularly religious, if he
was religious at all. He worked as a tax collector
for the Romans. But he was extremely curious
about Jesus so when he heard Jesus was coming
down the street, due to his shortness of stature,
he climbed a tree to see Jesus. As Jesus passed,
Jesus looked up and said to Zacheus, "Zachesus,
come down because I must stay at your house
today". The people were stunned. They could not
understand why Jesus
would want to stay at the
house of a sinner. And, in
fact, they expressed that
to Jesus.
They asked Jesus
why He wanted to stay
at the house of a sinner.
But what did Zacheus
say to Jesus? He said,
"...if I have defrauded
anyone, I have paid them
back fourfold". Jesus
approved what he said
and supported Zacheus.
Why would Jesus take
such a risk to support
Zacheus when the people
considered him a sinner.
It is because Zacheus
expressed to Jesus one
of the commandments of
Jesus which is to " love
others".
Jesus said to his disciples and to the people
"love others as yourself". This is a fundamental

commandment of living
the life of God for Jesus.
So, if we are going to live
the life of Jesus, we must
examine how well we have
lived this commandment
to love others. What is the
measurement to make this
examination?
It is Jesus Himself.

Former State Chaplain

St. John in his Gospel Rev. Salvatore Pignato
said: "God so loved the
world that He sent His
only Begotten Son". Jesus came into the world
for forgiveness and reconciliation. These two
words, forgiveness, and
reconciliation are the two
key words in order to
effect reconciliation with
others and share our own
self love with others. In
doing this, we live in our
lives the commandment
to "love others as
ourselves". In loving
others as ourselves, we
develop and express in
action a worshipping
community, loving one
another in the Lord and
witnessing to the efficacy
and power of the body of
Christ to express in action
that we are one with Jesus
as Jesus is one with the
Father. If we can express
this community of love to
each other as the body of
Christ, only then will Jesus say to us, " I must stay
in your house today".
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Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees
of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I
am a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of
fish they had made seized him and all those with
him, and likewise James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will
be catching men.” (Gospel for Feb. 6, Lk 5:8-10)

S

imon Peter recognizes Jesus for who he is
and deems himself unworthy to be in his
presence. Jesus, in calling the fisherman
to follow him, tells him not to fear. Every
one of us is a sinner, and yet Jesus calls each
of us to follow him. It is not our own virtues or
qualifications, but rather Jesus who empowers us
with his grace to respond to his invitation. Brothers,
remember St. Paul’s words: “I have the strength
for everything through him who empowers me”
(Phil 4:13).

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to go to confession
and attend at least one weekday Mass, offering it
for the intention to fearlessly answer Christ’s call to
follow him. Second, I challenge you to participate
in or consider starting the Faith in Action Into the
Breach program.
Questions for Reflection:

Are you sometimes afraid to follow Christ
more closely because you consider yourself too
sinful and unworthy? Do you truly believe in and
experience Christ’s mercy and seek to forgive
yourself as well as others? Do you stay close to
the sacrament of penance in order to do battle
with your own sinfulness and allow God’s grace
to strengthen you for spiritual combat?

A

joint effort of the DAV (Disabled
American Veterans), Knights of
Columbus and the Troops of St.
George provided a three-wheeled
vehicle for a disabled veteran.
Art Kalinski, Grand Knight of St. Paul’s
Council 5644 of Leesburg and a DAV member,
recently received a call from a woman wanting
to donate a three-wheel motorized scooter to a
DAV member.
Kalinski emailed all local DAV members but
had no takers. He then remembered a disabled
veteran, Bob Nixon, who is scheduled to have
one and possibly two legs removed this week
due unsuccessful and long-standing efforts to
save his legs. He is a member of St Mary of the
Lakes Catholic Church and a PGK of Council
8120, Eustis, Florida. He is also a Fourth Degree
Knight of Assembly 1675.
Looking for volunteers to pick up the scooter
in Clermont and deliver it to Eustis, Council

5644 Brother Knight Kevin Maxwell and two
young volunteers from the St Paul Troops of St
George picked the scooter up and delivered it to
the veteran.The timing was unusually fortuitous.
since the Marine Corps veteran couldn't get a
scooter for at least three months due to supply
chain issues.
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A Hero's Night

F

or over 15 years, Knights of Columbus
St. Cloud/Kissimmee Council 6624 has
held its annual Hero's Night Social for
all the local first responders of Osceola
County -- the Kissimmee Police Department, the
Kissimmee Fire Department, the St. Cloud Police
Department, St. Cloud Fire Rescue, Osceola
County Sheriff's Department, Osceola County
Fire Rescue, Osceola County Department of
Corrections; and the local office of the Florida
Highway Patrol. However, with the pandemic, the
2021 Hero's Night Social was delayed and wasn't
held until Wednesday evening, January 19, 2022,
at our Council Hall.
Hero's Night is special because it allows Council
6624 members, their family, and friends to share a
meal with our local first responders and personally
thank them for their service to the community.
This year's event had a few firsts - Fr. Luis
Salazar, the Parish Administrator for Holy
Redeemer Parish, attended his first ever Hero's
Night. Also, Osceola County Sheriff, Marcos
Lopez, and newly appointed Chief of the St.
Cloud Police Department, Douglas Goerke,
participated in the Hero's Night Social for the
first time and both promised to be more engaged
with our Council. In total, over 40 police officers,

firefighters, correction officers, and other first
responders attended the event.
Deputy Chief, Betty Holland, of the City of
Kissimmee Police Department, afterwards sent
an email thanking Council 6624 for hosting the
Hero's Night Social. "Thank you so much for
inviting us to this event.
It means a lot that you and the members of the
Knights of Columbus take the time to recognize
and support us in what we do. It is an honor for
me to be able to talk about all the good things our
law enforcement does each and every day. ...." Not
surprisingly, this is one of our Council's favorite
events of the year and everyone is looking forward
to October 2022 and the next Hero's Night Social.
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Assisting Kids In Need

rother Knights George Lozano and
James Bradley recently met with local
counselors at three schools near the
Villages – Fruitland Park Elementary
School on 466A; The Villages Elementary School
on Rolling Acres Road; The Villages Middle
School on 466; and Wildwood Elementary and
Middle Schools on Huey Street – to discuss their
needs of their students during the winter months.
To their surprise, at least 90-percent of the
students at Wildwood Elementary and Fruitland
Park Elementary qualified for assisted or free
lunch programs. What they also found was
the significant need to provide assistance to
these schools in supplying coats and shoes for
distribution to the many in need.
Being part of Our Lady of Mt Carmel Council
13300, where our first principle is Charity, they
teamed together along with their wives to tackle
an almost seemingly impossible task. Along
with scheduled fundraisers in November, they
began the purchasing and distribution of coats and
shoes. It wasn’t too long before they determined
a significant deficiency in the amount of funds
available. This issue was brought to the entire
Council in December as a challenge to how they
could meet the increased need for 2022. After
several minutes of discussion, a proposal was
made and unanimously approved to increase
the amount of funds provided. It was a very
heartfelt moment – knowing that our Council had
authorized additional funds to help those children
in immediate need.
Both Brothers George and James, along with
their wives, Barbara and Sharon, again went
on shopping trips to local stores to purchase
the necessary items that were identified by the
schools, along with sizes based on their students.
After purchasing, sorting, and packaging they
delivered them to the schools for distribution by
the counselors. Together, the items provided were
in excess of 170 coats and 200 pair of shoes.
When asked of George and James why they do

what they do, they both said it was an opportunity
to “give back” and help children in need. Plus,
it is just the right thing to do once such a need
is identified. This is truly an example of what
Knighthood is all about, a selfless focus on the
needs of others and working together to make a
difference. Our Council extends our thanks to
George and James for the many hours they and
their wives provided, as well as the many that
participated in the fundraisers that made this
possible.
Brother George Lozano presented one of many
bags of coats and shoes to Linda Magliocca. Linda,
called Ms. Mags by the students, is a counselor for
grades 3-5 at the Wildwood Elementary School
and is a resident in The Villages.
Councils that conduct these programs are
positively shaping their communities by addressing
the needs of their citizens. Individuals can do great
things on their own but there is something bigger
than self when Knights of Columbus members
come together as one through their council and
accomplish great things.
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Supporting Good Counsel Camp

S

t. Scholastica Knights of Columbus
Council 14485, in Lecanto, recently
donated $8126.90 to Our Lady of Good
Counsel Camp in Floral City to assist in
the renovation of 12 cabins. The money came
from a raffle that the Knights conducted.
The members of the Council sold tickets, for
the raffle, to parishioners, friends and neighbors.
The raffle consisted of drawing a ticket, at random,
from a container with the purchaser’s name on
it every day, during the month of November,
allowing the purchaser 30 chances to win.
The tickets were sold for $10 each. The winning
ticket was dropped back into the container, so it
could be drawn again, giving the owner of the
ticket multiple chances to win. The prizes for
the winning tickets were $25 each day, except
Thanksgiving which was $100.
This is the third year that the Council has raised
money for cabin renovations, using the raffle.
Over the last three years, $19,578.90 has been
donated for cabin renovations, by the Council.
The Camp has been involved with the youth of
Citrus County, Florida and beyond, for over 70

years. It is owned and operated by the Catholic
Diocese of St. Petersburg.
Every Summer the Camp welcomes over 500
boys and girls, of all faiths, between the ages of
7 and 15 to take part in its Summer programs and
activities.
Some of the renovation of the cabins has been
completed. The remaining work to be done is the
installation of new windows and doors, heaters
and air-conditioning, and the purchase of new
bunk beds. The total cost of the renovation of the
12 cabins has been estimated at $212,000. With
updated cabins, it will allow the youth groups
and ministries, who use the cabins, to be more
comfortable, during the hot Summer months and
cooler Winter months.
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Knights Launch Tuition Grant

M

embers of Our Lady of Hope
Council 8086 recently presented a
check for $1,167 to Father Lopez
Catholic High School for a tuition
grant to ensure the continued education of Erin
Cassidy as part of a joint effort among the local
Knights of Columbus councils and assembly.
Principal Leigh Svajko accepted the check on
behalf of the high school.
Members of three local councils (8086 plus
Father Downey Council 4934, Sacred Heart in

New Smyrna Beach
and Epiphany Council
12569, Port Orange)
joined Fourth Degree
Assembly 2794 in
creating the grant in
memory of Former
District 20 Deputy Terry
Cassidy, who passed
away in September.
The Point of Contact
for the committee is
SK Dr. Ernie Jackson,
Deputy Grand Knight of
Council 8086.
The grant will support
Cassidy’s
daughter,
currently a freshman, throughout her remaining
years at Father Lopez. Members of the councils
hope to continue the Terry Cassidy Scholarship
Fund in his honor after her graduation.

O

ur Lady Queen of Peace, Knights of
Columbus Council 11680 recently
donated $1,000 to help retire the Annual
Pastoral Appeal debt. Samuel Faugno, Deputy
Grand Knight, who suggested that the Knights
make this contribution stated, “Supporting
our church in this manner is our responsibility
and we hope it will serve as a challenge for
raising the rest.” The response to this idea
was unanimously approved by the Council and
the check presentation was made to Pastor Fr.
Sebastian Earthedath, MST by DGK Samuel
Faugno on Sunday, January 9, 2022
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Virtual Fourth Degree Exemplification

T

he Florida District held a virtual
Exemplification of the Fourth Degree
on Saturday, Jan. 29. The degree team
conducted the ceremony at Sacred
Heart Council 8012 headquarters in Belleview;
assemblies throughout the state (and country!)
were urged to hold watch parties at their respective
meeting rooms, with the Faithful Navigators
conducting the knighting.
A total of 243 candidates were elevated to the
Fourth Degree, ranging from ages 18 to 106, with
locations ranging from California, Michigan and
Maryland, to Bahrain. Joe and Carey McGivney
– third- and fourth-generation descendants of
Blessed Michael McGivney – also attended.
The next live exemplification will be held on

Saturday, April 23, St. Joseph in Bradenton. The
next virtual ceremony will be held on June 18.
Here are the highlights from several of the
watch parties:
St. John Paul II, Assembly 2932 hosted a Virtual
Exemplification Watch Party at St Joseph Catholic
Church Parish Center in Palm Bay, Florida. The
Watch Party included 10 candidates from St.
John Paul II Assembly 2932, six candidates from
Bishop Norbert M. Dorsey, C.P., Assembly 3482,
and five candidates from Father John J. Martin,
Assembly 2865. Also in attendance were District
Deputy Larry Davis FDW, PGK, plus Sir Knights
and Color Corp for all Assemblies.
It was concluded with food and drink served by
SK James Krempasky and catered by Carrabba’s
Italian Grill.
Assembly 3008 hosted a
watch party for 35 candidates,
coming from five Assemblies.
Represented were 0166 St.
Augustine, 2679 Jacksonville,
2760 Interlachen, 3008 St.
Johns, and 3771 Nocatee.
Two of the participating
Assemblies lost their own
space to host due to funerals
in the past two days, and
Assembly 3008 was able to
accommodate them. They
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were very grateful. Here's a rundown of the Sir
Knights from our Assembly and their role:
New Sir Knights Exemplified today from
A3008: SK Deacon "Peter" Can Dang, SK David
LaPlante, and SK Scott Reneau.
Addiing to the festivity was the Color Corps, SK
Joseph Bishop, SK Bruce Erdel, SK Bob Gearing,
and District Marshal SK Danny McIntyre, who
was also the emcee. SK Bob Gearing was the
Knighting Officer. SK Warren Cook and SK Colm
Murphy provided an excellent meal of roast pork
and chicken marsala following the ceremony.
Assembly 2810 hosted a watch party at Santa
Maria del Mar.

The ceremony produced six new Sir Knights
Eight SK's from two assemblies answered the
call-out on a very cold windy day to provide the
Color Corps.
Our Lady of Hope Assembly 2794 welcomed
nine new Sir Knights, eight from OLOH Council
8086 and one from Sacred Heart Father Downey
Council 4934. Faithful Navigator John Hoag
performed the Knighting.
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Council Family of the Year

T

he new year started on a high note for
Council 4934 when it Awarded of the
Year Award for 2021 to the family of their
late District Deputy 20 Terry Cassidy.
Accepting the award were Barbara Cassidy and
their two children, Erin and Nick. The award was
presented by Grand Knight Art Klobucar following
the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 9.
Earlier that day, the Family of the Month (the
Maleckis) their Certificate was presented to the
Maleckis at the 8 a.m. Mass.
On January 11th, the Council welcomed
five new Brothers in a joint Charity, Unity and

Fraternityt Exemplification at Our Lady of Hope
Church
The Council purchased Bibles for the
Confirmandi at Sacred Heat and assisted with
Ushering during Confirmation on January 24th.
The Assembly 2794 Color Corp was present and
did an excellent job.
The Council assisted Sacred Heart School with
a Reception on January 30 for Catholic School
week and ended the Month feeding the needy iin
New Smyrna Beach through the Community Hot
Meals Program.
Great start for a very promising 2022!
The Knights of Prince of Peace Council 8791 completed a successful first weekend of collections in its 2022 Citizens With Disabilities
(Tootsie Roll) Campaign, collecting more than $922 at the Publix
Towne Square and more than $1212 at the weekend Masses. That
started another record-breaking year of collections for an overall
weekend total of more than $2135.
The other good news is that one of our Brother Knights (who wishes to remain anonymous) has offered to match all donations given
in week two of our Campaign up to $400. So, we are already ahead
of the game for week 2.
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In Bob Anderson’s Honor

C

ouncil 8086 recently held an
Exemplification of Charity, Unity and
Fraternity at Our Lady of Hope Catholic
Church in Port Orange.
The honoree for the ceremony was State
Fraternalist Bob Anderson, who passed away the
previous day. Anderson’s many titles included
Former Vice Supreme Master, Past State Deputy
and Former Master. The new Knights received
special certificates honoring Anderson.
Twelve candidates received the Third Degree
at the ceremony, including six from Council 8086
and six from Father Downey Council 4934 of
New Smyrna Beach.

SK Dave Vaden was the Presiding Officer,
while Council 8086 Grand Knight SK Roger
Packard was the presented on Fraternity. Making
their debut with the team were SK Vito Benedetto,
Charity/Rosary, and SK Bob Gilliken, Unity. Our
Lady of Hope Pastor Fr. Matt Mello played his
role as Council Chaplain.
Knowing that Bob Anderson enjoyed closing
the State Convention and other Knights’ gatherings
with the singing of God Bless America, the Grand
Knight stepped away from the podium at the end
of the ceremony so the audience could sing that
patriotic hymn in his honor.

G

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael J. McGivney
od, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and
orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, to be an
apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous
service of their neighbor.
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His
Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your
love so that we may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast.
We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Blessed Michael J.
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will.
Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your
request).
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Assembly Supports Walk For Life

T

he excitement began in Seville Square
about an hour before the speakers began.
People started to fill the square and
various women’s pregnancy resource
centers set up their displays. Nobody accidentally
stumbles into a pro-life rally. Those who come are
passionate about the issue. Saturday, Jan 15, 2022,
the Emerald Coast Coalition For Life conducted
the 6th annual Pensacola Walk for Life.
In attendance was the Most Reverend William
Wack, Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee. At the
end of his opening prayer, the Bishop humbly
asked the Lord to postpone the forecast rain until
after the walk, adding, “but Thy will be done.”
Evidently, it was God’s will, and rain began after
the walk ended.
The speakers began at 11:00 AM. Kristan
Hawkins, President of Students for Life of
America, this year's keynote speaker made three
important points. First, we should envision a time
without abortion. Second, prepare to counteract
the fear mongering attacks against adoption and
against abortions of fetuses with disabilities
(whose diagnosis is 80% wrong). Third, document
health violations in abortion clinics and tell
people about the many pro-life resources that
are available. Now is the time to be “all-in,” and

to prepare for the abortion industry’s 50-state
pro-abortion campaign and pressure to provide
chemical abortions through the mail.
Also speaking were Dr. Bill Lyle, who performs
blood transfusions and open heart surgery on
fetuses as early as 18 weeks, speaking up for
“patient rights” of the “preborn.” Patty Smith
of Rachael’s Hope healing ministry, “Silent No
More,” gave a moving personal testimonial of the
effect abortions have on both women and men.
Leading the parade was the traditional Walk
for Life banner carried by youth, followed by the
Knights of Columbus Assembly 3236 Color Corps
with the American and KofC flags flying high.
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The Protection of Life

ife. f you think about it, that’s a pretty
powerful word. From Genesis, God
created the world and then created LIFE.
He then created Man and Woman in his
likeness. He also called on us to be good stewards
over other living creatures. Is it really a surprise
that his servant, Blessed Michael J. McGivney
founded our Brotherhood and one of its tenets is
the protection of Life.
The Faith in Action program is designed to be a
guidepost for councils to get direction on crafting
activities for their councils. The programs are not
restrictive. There is leeway on how we can live
our Faith through membership and involvement in
our Order.
I want to talk about the Life programs and
highlight a few to offer you ideas about what you
can choose to do to promote Life.
These are the Life programs. While I am going
to talk about a couple in greater detail, here are
some general comments:

ultrasound machines for Women’s Help Centers.
Florida started this program and leads all other
jurisdictions.
MASS FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS
While not as well known as other programs, this
is a very important opportunity to involve our local
communities with awareness of the importance of
all human life.
PREGNANCY CENTER SUPPORT
A false criticism of those who promote and
support the killing of unborn babies is the notion
that, once a woman decides not to have an abortion,
they are abandoned by society. They never look at
the many programs that exist to help these women
and their families.
SILVER ROSE

The Silver Rose originated in Mexico to honor
Our Blessed Mother. The services, with the
Silver Rose Icon is beautiful and impressive. All
NOVENA FOR LIFE
councils should consider hosting or participating
All Knights should be praying for the protection in a service when the Silver Roses begin their
of Life. This is especially true in the current journey through Florida. What is also impressive
climate with the Supreme Court Dobbs vs. Jackson is our Brother Knights group, Knights on Bikes,
Women’s Health case.
are the couriers and escorts for the Rose being
transported between jurisdictions.
MARCH FOR LIFE

This is frequently thought of in terms of the CHRISTIAN REFUGEE RELIEF
March in Washington on January 21. But Brothers
This program helps our Brothers and Sisters
can also organize and participate in marches at the throughout the world. Genocide of the Christian
local level, as well.
populations is ongoing and pervasive. The
persecution of populations in Africa and the
SPECIAL OLYMPICS
In case you did not know it, our Worthy State Middle East are regularly reported but throughout
Deputy has been a strong supporter of Special most of the world, varying degrees of persecution
Olympics for many years. And, he is in good exist. Knights of group addressing this issue and
company. Our former President, the Late John providing support to those in need.
F. Kennedy, was also involved, as a Knight, in
supporting Special Olympics, founded by his
sister.
ULTRASOUND
This has become a very visible hallmark of
the Knights of Columbus; our support in funding
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Knights Lead March for Life

T

he Knights of Columbus had a visible
presence in the three-day 16th annual St.
Augustine March for Life in downtown
St. Augustine. Thousands of people
from all over Florida joined the march to support
pro-life causes
The march and rally, that began in 2007,
included a procession in historic downtown St.
Augustine, followed by guest speakers, live
music, and a dinner. Thousands of people from all
over Florida joined the march to support pro-life
causes.
The Fourth Degree Regional Color Corps,
led by District Master John O’Toole and District
Marshal Dan McIntyle, led the procession prior
to the opening Mass with Bishop Felipe Estevez
outside on the grounds of the National Shrine of
Our Lady of La Leche.
Mass was followed by the main program. This
year’s theme was Heal Our Wounded Culture,
Choose Love Choose Life” with main speakers
including Pam Stenzel, Sara DeJulio of APR, and
Andy Secola, Students for Life FL.
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Following Mass, the Color Corps led the
parade through the streets of St. Augustine,
finishing at the Plaza de Constitucion across from
the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine located
in the downtown historic square. There was a
Christian band concert performed on stage before
and after Keynote Speaker Pam Stensel gave a
rousing enthusiastic message to the students to
be responsible and remain abstinent, and true to
yourself by not giving in to peer pressure. And that

it is “THIS” generation who may God willing see
the end of abortion and the reversal of Roe v Wade
to end abortion in our country.
Following the rally, there was a Knights of
Columbus spaghetti dinner at the Cathedral
Basilica Parish Hall sponsored by Council 611 –
the first Florida Council.
The weekend ended with Mass at the National
Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche.

Epiphany Council 12569 recently led a ceremony placing
59 crosses outside the parish church on Friday, Jan. 14.
“Each cross stood for one million babies killed by legal
abortions in the United States,” said Grand Knight Jim
Gallagher. “That’s more than 59 million murdered children of God since 1973.”
Five Knights and three volunteers participated in the
project.
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Get it FAST! Call –
We’re the #1 Supplier for the Florida State Council
YOU CAN

Apparel • Hats • Business Cards
Promotional Items • Mugs • more!

ORDER ONLINE

1
2
3

On your computer, navigate to
www.floridakofc.org
or scan this code
with your phone
Find
this icon
and click
to enter site
Click on
and browse! Add items
to your cart, then click
on
to complete
your order. It’s that easy!

WE ALSO MAKE

CUSTOM ITEMS

These in-stock items are ready to ship!

We make ANYTHING custom
for EVERY kind of business!

Whatever you need, just ask! Give us a call at 954-973-1819
• commercial printing (large qty)
• digital printing (short runs)
• promotional products
• concept + design + copywriting
• embroidery + silkscreening

• complete brand management
• large format signage + banners + special projects
• trade show displays + whole wall graphics + installation
• mailing services + address list management
• web stores + online ordering + fulfillment

A VIDEO IS WORTH (at least) 1.8 MILLION WORDS!
Busy at BOP

You’re Invited

SCAN
TO
WATCH

Free Your Time

SCAN
TO
WATCH
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Get Your KofC Merch

Order your Florida State Council Explorer Mug or Umbrella. These are now available on the
FSC Website on the State Merchandise site. Orders yours today!!!!

2022 Knights of Columbus
State of Florida Council 118th Annual Convention
May 13-15, 2022 Hyatt Regency Orlando, FL
If you have not heard the Convention this year
is 2 weeks earlier and will be held in person!
Information is being posted to the Website, so you
need to check it regularly.
The links below will take you to essential
information that you need to pay attention to.
2022 State Convention General Information

Convention Registration

Resolution Submission Instructions
Ads Instructions

Convention Committees

State Convention Compensation

Election of Delegates

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

20

INVOCATION

INVOCATION

Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
•
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
Marketing Department
Information
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley
jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Districts
2020 Organizational
Meeting
Presentation
FSC20,29-30,62-69
Marketing Team
o
Weldon
Watkins
tuewowiii@hotmail.com
Districts
1-17, for
21 the Invocation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
How to Write
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
FSC Council PR Handbook
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual
meetings we are supplying you with fillable
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English
and Spanish. You will need to Download the
forms and save them on your computer prior
to filling them out.

Form 100 English
Form 100 Spanish
Form 4 English
Form 4 Spanish
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Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of your purchases
donated to Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on
your Amazon account
just click on this link
Amazonsmile that’s all
you have to do!

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a YouTube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Robert S. Urrutia
Robert.A.Urrutia84@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Robert Kantor
frbob@stagnesnaples.org
STATE SECRETARY

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Joseph W. Coicou
jcoicoukofc@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottoconnor@gmail.com

INVOCATION

Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com (Position open)

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Regional PR Coordinators
Region 1 Bob Gualtieri rag130@outlook.com
Region 2 Patrick Juliano patrickjjuliano@aol.com
Region 3 John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4 (Open)
Region 5 (Open)
Region 6 Armando Minutoli alminutoli46@gmail.com
Region 7 (Open)
Region 8 (Open)

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzoarodriguez@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache
ibacache@bellsouth.net
Danny McIntyre
danmci@aol.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

Kris Elliot
kris.elliott@1980.usna.com

COLUMBIA

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Richard E. Dahn Jr.
rdahn32@gmail.com

CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

Ed Sleyzak
esleyzak@outlook.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

John O'Malley
jomalley1@cfl.com
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