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Our Lady of Mary's Armor

O

ctober 1, 2021 was a day of joy and
celebration as Bishop Gregory Parkes
blessed an image of Our Lady at the One
Mother One Family retreat presented
by the International Consecrated Marian Society
and held at St. Anne Catholic Church in Ruskin.
The retreat began with a Rosary Procession led
by Fr. John McEvoy with the statue of Our Lady
of Fatima and prayers recited in English, Igbo,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Filipino representing the
multicultural Church under the guidance of One
Mother.
As Mass began, Bishop Parkes blessed the
statue of Our Lady and encouraged participants
to be open to what God was revealing to them
through Our Blessed Mother. October 1st was also
the Memorial of St.
Thérèse of Lisieux and the bishop spoke of the
saint’s strong devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Quoting St. Thérèse the bishop said, “Do not be
afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too much. You
can never love her enough. And Jesus will be very
happy, because the Blessed Virgin is His Mother.”
The retreat was a call to Catholics to fulfill the

message of Fatima through Consecration to Jesus
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary and to
strengthen First Saturday Devotion in preparation
for their spiritual journey to eternal life. Just as
Our Lady of Fatima came to the three shepherds
to warn people about worldly unrest, at that
time especially about Russia, Our Lady reminds
us about the
message
of
Fatima,
to
protect us from
the chaos in the
world
today,
and to prepare
us for what
is to come.
Devotion
to
Our Lad helps
us live out life
of consecration
and to convert
souls for Jesus
through Mother Mary.
Fr. John McEvoy explained the symbolism
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after consecration and grow spiritually in
the Catholic faith as they grow closer to
Jesus through the Blessed Virgin Mary.
CelinaMary Okpaleke said, “Mary
wants to unify, to give hope, and to protect
the children of God. Our mission is to
create ongoing consecration awareness,
First Saturday Devotion, and education
on how to maintain and live life of
holiness after consecration by applying
Our Blessed Mother’s virtues in practical
everyday living at home, work, and
everywhere.” CelinaMary believes that
consecration without action that leads us
to holiness is dead, just like faith without
works is dead.
For
more
information
about
Consecration to Jesus through the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, visit.
www.MarysArmor.org [1], or www.
MarianSociety.org [2]. You are invited
to start a Marian Consecration Ministry
and bring the statue of Our Lady to your
parish. For information, email lisa@
mariansociety.org.

in the image of Our Lady which promotes
praying the Holy Rosary and being clothed in
the Scapular, symbols of our weapons against
the schemes of the devil. The image also
recalls the Cross as the ultimate victory over
death and a sign that Christ is always at the
center of everything we do. In Mary’s mantle
the souls who seek protection from evil and
refuge in her Immaculate Heart which leads
us to Jesus Christ. Mother Mary are drawn to
Our Lord and Savior.
The Marian movement aims to fulfill the
message of Fatima,Consecration to Jesus
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary and
to strengthen the First Saturday Devotion.
The movement aims to teach and guide
consecrated men and women how to live life
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What Are You Thankful For?
By State Deputy Rob Urrutia

T

hanksgiving in the Bible means to
respond to God's goodness and grace
with gratitude. The word for giving
thanks in the Old Testament means to
raise hands to God in gratitude.
What are you Thankful for? I know I am
thankful each day for my family and friends that
I have a chance to interact with. This past year
I lost 3 family members to illness. In June I lost
my mother Valerie. While she didn’t give birth
to me or my 2 older brothers, she did put her life
and dreams on hold to take us in. Valerie was just
starting her own family with 3 young children of
her own when she opened her home to me and
my brothers. Her and her husband went from
diapers to 2 boys in High School. That was a huge
undertaking, and I am very thankful that she did.
There were a lot of ups and downs through the
years but mostly ups. I cherish the moments we
had as kids being a family of 6 instead of 3. I am
always thankful when I can spend time with my
brothers and sisters when we can. As we got older,
we spread our wings and spread out across the
US. I have family members in New Yord, Maine,
Pennsylvania, Florida, and Washington State.
While I can’t see them in person too often, I do
enjoy our quick chats to catch up on family. Of
course, Zoom helps as well.
As I reflect on family, I also reflect on my other
family, The Knights of Columbus. I am thankful
for the officers of the Florid State Council for
spending hours away from their families to help
and support the Florida State Council. I am
extremely thankful for the spiritual guidance and
friendship from Fr. Robert Kantor. I am thankful
for the Past State Deputies, who help and advise
me as I go through this wonderful journey leading
the Florida State Council. I am thankful for Brother
Scott O’Connor IPSD for his friendship as we go
through this journey. These are just a few of the
many men and ladies that I am thankful for.

What I am most
Thankful for in my lovely
wife Lucille. While the
Knights of Columbus is a
fraternity of men, it’s the
wives that keep us straight
and on task. I could have
not made it this far without
her being by my side.
I recently have been State Deputy
getting questions and Robert Urrutia
comments about why we
are recruiting. Some say,
the State just wants its per capita or Supreme
just wants their insurance money. If we were
just a group of men hanging out in a council
meeting doing nothing but drinking and eating,
then I would agree. BUT…. that is not what the
Knights of Columbus is about! First and foremost,
we are an insurance company. We do need men
to support our insurance company. Remember
Blessed Michael McGivney started the Knights
to take care of the widows and families. Our
insurance company only invests in companies
that share our beliefs. Second, the other aspect of
our organization is Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and
Patriotism, our core principles of the order. We
need men to participate in our programs so we
can continue our charitable work. No council has
enough men to participate in all the programs the
Knights have. That is why we recruit! Not for the
money, but for the fraternity and Unity of bringing
gentlemen and their families together to enhance
our catholic beliefs. By doing the good works of
the order we will leave no neighbor behind, and
we will help build the Catholic Church!
Happy Thanksgiving to everyone and will see
all the DD’s and officers at the mid-year meeting
in December.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

4

INVOCATION

Remember to Live
By State Chaplain Rev. Robert J. Kantor

T

ime Flies - Remember Death &
Remember to Live! The perpetual watch
phrase of our order is Tempus Fugit;
Memento Mori. Time flies, remember
death. As Jesus cautions us, “you know neither
the day nor the hour.” (Mt 25:13) Tragic deaths
leaving families in need were one of the realities
faced by our founder Blessed Father Michael J.
McGivney in his pastoral ministry, prompting him
to help keep that Latin phrase in the consciousness
of our first members. Each of us must come to
terms with our own mortality.
November is the month in which we celebrate
All Souls Day and remember and pray for our
beloved dead. Many Knights Councils will follow
the laudable custom of having a Mass celebrated
for their deceased Knights. Some Councils have
memorials or plaques dedicated to our deceased
members. It’s good to remember and pray for
them.
Another way we can pay homage our
predecessors who helped build a sure foundation
for our Order is to honor them with our lives and
work. We might say: Tempus Fugit; Memento
Vivere. Time Flies; Remember to Live. In this
way we would not only have a healthy sense of the
limited time we have on earth but make the most
of it. Following the example and life of Jesus is a
sure way to live life to the full.

We know that Jesus
had great compassion
for the dying and their
families. He even restored
life to the dead. From a
little girl to his own friend
Lazarus, and a young man
whom we are told was the
only son of a widow. This
description clues us into
Chaplain
the fact that the young State
Rev. Robert Kantor
man’s mother would have
been in dire straits in a
culture where women were so tied to the support
of a husband or, if he passed, to a son. Part of our
call as Knights is to be champions for widows and
orphans in ways akin to Jesus and our founder.
In the spirit of Bl. Michael McGivney, may we
not only remember the deceased but reach out to
their survivors and care for their family members
in need. It is fitting to carry on the legacy of our
deceased brothers by engaging in the service and
charitable works of the Knights of Columbus.
This is how we “remember to live” as Catholic
gentlemen. May God grant eternal rest and peace
to our beloved dead and may we live and serve in
a way that honors them.

On October 16-17, 2021, the Knights of Columbus Blessed
Mother Council #13338 of Emmanuel Catholic Church held
its second Semi-Annual Food Drive for the CROS (Christians
Reaching Out to Society) Ministries of Palm Beach and Martin
Counties. Through their two food drives this year, they collected over 12,000 lbs. of non-perishable food. For 13 years,
the council members and parishioners have always been very
supportive of the yearly food drives.
CROS Ministries has aided the hungry in Palm Beach
and Martin Counties through community collaborations and
fed over 70,000 people last year via their seven food pantries.
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The Church as Sacrament
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

S

aint Pope John Paul ll said in one of his
discourses that there are Eight Sacraments.
He said the Eighth Sacrament is the
people of God and as we know, therefore,
the body of Christ. This means you and me are the
"Church."
Enlightened by faith, the Eastern Fathers always
saw the Church in the total viewpoint of God's
design for the world, as a new creation begun at
the Incarnation when united Himself with man,
founded in the Resurrection and established at
the first Pentecost. What this means, then, is the
mystery of the Church is the mystery of Christ
Himself, united with the mystery of salvation itself
and intimately united with the divinization of all
humanity. If the Mysteries or Sacraments are Jesus
experiences, then, the objective of living these
mysteries or sacraments is our own divinization,
that is to become divine. St. Paul puts it another
way when he says, "We are all God's, but we die
like men."
St. Athanasius taught that the Word of God
became man that we might be defied, that we
might become "sons of God." St. Gregory of
Nyssa, another Eastern Church Father said that
"God became one with our nature...so that our
nature, by its union with Him, might become
divine, being delivered from death and from
slavery to the Enemy: for Christ's return from the
dead is the beginning of our return to immortal life
for the race of all mortal men."
The place, therefore, where our divinization
is affected by Christ is in the Church through
the Holy Spirit. Again, you can see the absolute
importance of the Holy Spirit that was given to us
in baptism and crismation/confirmation. Origin,
another Eastern writer writes, "the Son of God
can be found only within the community of the
faithful because he lives among those who are
brought together as one".
Our personal faith, then, that was given to us

at our conception by God,
has a "saving" quality
for us only in the setting
of quality participation
in the Church's unity
and life. The Mysteries/
Sacraments along with
our sacramentals, and
again, with all their rites
and blessings are vehicles
of Christ's presence and Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
action in the Church.
Through them each of us
is made Holy, God-like.
Because of this, the Church itself is seen as a
sacrament, a "mystery" through which Christ acts,
touching our souls so that we can more perfectly
as St. Paul says, believe, hope, and love. In doing
these things, you and I can become more and more
like Jesus who is the ultimate Sacrament/Mystery
in the Eucharist.
We are the Church and to strive for our own
divinization, we must, as the body of Christ
unite as Church, using together the rites of that
Church to become more God-like. The Church is
Sacrament because we are the body of Christ, the
Eighth Sacrament as St. Pope John Paul ll called
the "people of God". The Church is Sacrament
because we, as the body of Christ, are Sacrament.
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Jupiter Wheelchair Walk

I

t started as a challenge,
then a dream, and
now,
reality.
Knight
Jeff Kotansky began a
challenge to caddy 500 miles
in order to raise funds to
donate 1,000 wheelchairs to the
Knights to donate to children
around the world shortly after
Labor Day.
Forty days, Jeff completed
his goal of carrying a 50-pound
bag while doing his job at
Bayonne Golf Club in northern
New Jersey. Donations are
currently at $22,271, and
continue to grow as support
comes in from Knights around
the country.
Grand Knight Ken Kotansky
of Council 13139, St. Peter
Parish, Jupiter, saw a story on
the Supreme website about a
Knight who was carrying a cross
8-10 miles a day to generate
funding for the local seminary.
He challenged his son to
undertake a similar challenge,
and they began looking at the many programs that
the Knights supported. When Jeff saw a photo of
a smiling youngster in an American Wheelchair
Mission poster, he knew what he wanted to do.
“I want to see kids smile like that,” he said, and
the idea took off from there.
“Since Labor Day, Jeff has walked virtually
every day as a caddie, many times doing double
loops, carrying up to 50 pounds of equipment, to
meet his commitment and bring attention to the
fact that many children around the world do not
have what we take for granted, the ability to walk
with no financial means to acquire a wheelchair,”
said GK Ken Kotansky.
“Jeff is done walking,” GK Ken added.

“Thanks to all for your prayers and support. I look
forward for the opportunity to see this amazing
work delivered to over 150 children.”
Along with creating awareness to people
outside his home parish, the Knights of St. Peter
held a very successful Wheelchair Sunday which
generated more than $6,700.
“Our Knights made sure our web site was
effective,” GK Ken said. “Flyers both in
English and Spanish, mass announcements were
professionally presented and the use of square
technology for credit card donations worked well.
The St Peter Knights and ushers worked all six
masses. Additionally, Bill Piedra, of St. Ignatius,
assisted us in bringing over a wheelchair prop and
signage that was extremely effective in making
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our day a success. He even assisted us in working
masses, not to mention the hours of coaching he
gave us during the planning process.
“Now, we are hopeful that more Florida councils
will donate at least one wheelchair in support their
Brother Jeff's amazing effort that averaged more
than 12 miles per day.”
Jeff is a graduate of Mississippi State University
Professional Golf Management. Along with PGM
internships at: The Alotian Club (AK), Olympia
Fields (IL), and Butler National (IL), his caddy
career has taken him to Bayonne Golf Club (NJ),
Trump National (FL), Calusa Pines (FL), and
Old Palm (FL). Typical of many professional
caddies, he moves up North for the summer and

then returns to the South – and his home in Palm
Beach Gardens – for the winter so he can work
year-round.
Since 2003, the Knights of Columbus have
delivered thousands of wheelchairs around the
world. Wheelchairs improve quality of life for the
whole family. Children can go to school, adults
can go to work, and the elderly can get out of bed.
One wheelchair can affect up to 10 lives.
Jeff's 500 Miles for Kids is being held In
partnership with the Knights of Columbus and
the American Wheelchair Mission a 501(c)(3) tax
exempt organization with tax ID 26-4571639. 100
% of the donations goes to kids’ wheelchairs.

The Knights of Columbus Our Lady of Hope Council
8086 followed up its successful Duck Derby by donating
winter jackets to students at seven local schools in its
annual Coats for Kids drive. The late-September event at
Port Orange City Center raised enough funds to purchase
nearly 500 winter coats and jackets. Last week, a dozen
Knights visited seven local schools to distribute the jackets to deserving students at Sugar Mill Elementary, Spruce
Creek Elementary and Port Orange Elementary in Port
Orange; South Daytona Elementary and Turie T. Small in
South Daytona; Holly Hill Elementary in Holly Hill; and
West Side Elementary in Daytona Beach.
Roger Packard is the Grand Knight of Council 8086. Tony
Manzolillo is the council’s point of contact for Coats for
Kids, with Tim Mell the council’s Program Director.
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Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
“Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in
more than all the other contributors to the treasury.
For they have all contributed from their surplus
wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed
all she had, her whole livelihood.” (Gospel for
Nov. 7, Mk 12:43-44)

recognize that she made the wiser investment.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to review your
charitable giving and to pray about whether God is
asking you to contribute something more. Second,
“Give until it hurts” might seem like a tired I challenge you to participate in your council’s
old cliché, but it has merit nonetheless. It’s fairly Food for Families or Coats for Kids Faith in
easy to give from our excess — what we don’t Action program.
really need — but real sacrifice begins when Questions for Reflection:
we go beyond that. The widow in the parable,
How does God wish you to balance providing
in giving what to many people would be a bit for yourself and your family with serving others?
of loose change, offered a more meaningful gift Do you find you put your trust in material goods
than the wealthy who donated far larger sums and wealth, rather than in God? What are some
they would hardly miss. But there’s another layer specific, concrete ways you might do better at
of meaning here: Unlike the wealthy, the widow sharing your blessings with the less fortunate?
gave everything she had to God and put her trust
completely in his divine providence. May we

Members of Knights of Columbus St. Cloud/Kissimmee Council 6624 followed an annual tradition by joining family members, volunteers and bingo players in wearing pink to support breast cancer awareness during PINKTOBER 2021.
On Friday, October 15, 2021 the ballroom at the Council Hall was filled with pink shirts, hats and more to support this event. In
addition, thanks to everyone's generosity and matching council funds, $600 was raised to promote breast cancer awareness and to
support the breast cancers survivors and their families.
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Columbus Day Celebration

K

nights from Notre Dame Council
10514 and Corpus Christi Assembly
2810 at Santa Maria del Mar Church in
Flagler Beach hosted the first Knights
of Columbus Celebration Day on Columbus Day,
kicking off an annual celebration.
Fr. Manny Lopez, Pastor and KofC Chaplain,
proposed the idea that Knights of Columbus
members be honored with a special Mass each
year on Columbus Day. Christopher Columbus is
the namesake of the Order and is recognized as the
Catholic discoverer and evangelizer of the New
World. The Columbus Day Eucharistic Exposition
and Mass was promoted to both the council and
assembly members, in addition the parish using
the church bulletin, council newsletter, and the
respective websites for the parish and council.
The morning began with a rosary in honor of
the Blessed Mother led by the Santa Maria del Mar
Church Rosary Ministry. That was followed by
a one hour Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
Fr. Manny Lopez, assisted by Council 10514
member Deacon Bob Krol, then celebrated a
votive Mass in honor of the founder of the Knights
of Columbus, Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney. A
Votive Mass is a Mass offered for a special intention.
The Corpus Christi Assembly and Regional Color
Corp provided an honor guard for the Mass.
During his homily, Fr. Lopez recognized the
Knights as an integral part of life in Santa Maria del

Mar Parish. Fr. Lopez pointed out that Knights of
Columbus members have been assisting the church
and their respective communities since Blessed
Fr. Michael J. McGivney founded the Order in
1882. He also pointed out that local Knights
can easily be found around the parish wearing
their green council or blue assembly shirts while
attending Mass or doing work for the parish.
Father asked the Knights to continue to stay true to
the mission that Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney
established.
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Father Downey Council Activities

T

he pace keeps picking
up for Father Downey
Council 4934 in New
Smyrna Beach. This
year was the first time Council
4934 participated in the Knights
Soccer Shootout Challenge.
They held two sessions, one
on Oct 8 and one on Oct. 11, in
cooperation with Sacred Heart
School in New Smyrna Beach.
During those two sessions,
approximately 150 students
competed.
The eight top
finishers went on to compete
in the District 20 finals at
Church of the Epiphany in Port Orange, with six
of the competitors advancing to the Regionals in
Melbourne. After a successful Regionals, two
girls sponsored by Council 4934 advanced to the
State finals.
Also in October, the Council prepared and
served 183 meals on Oct. 11 through the New

Smyrna Community Hot Meals Program; assisted
with parking and traffic control for Sacred Heart
School’s Trunk or Treat event on Oct. 29, assisting
the Sacred Heart Church CCD program by serving
refreshments to the children and their parents.
November promises to keep up the pace as 4934
is on target to achieve Star Council for the secondconsecutive year.
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March for Life in Wildwood

O

ur Lady of Mount Carmel Council
13300 gathered together in front of
Wildwood City Hall for its 2021 March
for Life, a public showing of its strong
support for the sanctity of life; the right to life;
and the re-establishing of a culture of respect and
protection in our society for all lives.
More than 55 Brother Knights, wives, and
parishioners lined the street in a peaceful and
prayerful event expressing our pro-life cause.
Together, the group participated in the “Prayer for

Life” by Saint John Paul II, collectively prayed the
“Rosary for Life,” followed by the “Prayer to St.
Michael the Archangel,” “Litany of the Blessed
Virgin Mary” and ending with the “Memorare.”
As it has been for years, this event touched
many beyond those participating as this took place
on Wildwood’s Main Street, where hundreds of
cars pass by daily, and those gathered received
dozens of expressions of support from the passing
traffic.

Our Lady of Grace Council 13243 recently unloaded more than 2,400 pumpkins for the sixth annual Pumpkin Patch at Our Lady of
Grace Catholic Church in Palm Bay. Council members were assisted by parishioners and members of the parish youth group in setting
up the display.
The Pumpkin Patch included free hay rides, a photo opportunity, set up by members of Knights’ families, food and kiddie games, and
face painting. The Pumpkin Patch was an idea of Past Grand Knight Larry Davis, who is the current District 30 Deputy.
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Six Chalices to Honor Sir Knights

L

oyola of the Palm
Beaches
Assembly
2003 of Delray Beach
recently presented six
chalices to priests in honor of
deceased Sir Knights
Father Jean Baptiste was
presented a chalice in memory
of SK Henry Benevenuti. Father
Jean is the pastor of Mindo, a
small parish next to Los Bancos
and a birdwatchers’ destination.
Father Jean is from Haiti.
Father Exenover Torres, the
pastor of St. Nicolas de Myra
in Santo Domingo, Ecuador,
received a chalice in memory of Sir
Knight Edward N. Szrejter. Father
Exenover is from Colombia.
The third chalice was in memory
of Sir Knight Terel J. Murphy.
It went to Pactoloma Ecuador,
one of the biggest chapels in
Father Luis’s parish. Mr. Nelson
Zarate accepted the chalice in the
name of the Pactoloma, Ecuador
community.
Sir Knight Joe Mastrullo
delivered a chalice to St. Philip
Benizi Church in Belle Glade.
Pastor Father Nobert Jean Pierre
was happy to get the Chalice “In
memory of Sir Knight Robert
E. Kaufman,” and said he will
offer the first Mass to honor our Brother Robert
Kaufman.
A chalice was presented to San Juan Diego
Mission in Ft. Pierce. Father Jaime Dorado
accepted the chalice and he was going to use it
at the Mass that evening and would celebrate the
mass in Father Prendville’s name.
The chalice in memory of Sir Knight Edward
Whalen was requested by Deacon Bob Laquerre

to be used by the parish of Our Lady Queen of the
Apostles in Royal Palm Beach.
A chalice in memory of Sir Knight Vincent
J. Battista was presented to family as part of the
funeral ceremony by Sir Knight William Freeman.
Council 2003 still has on hand for distribution
to newly ordained priests or parishes in need of
chalices in memory of the following Sir Knights:
SK Joseph Di. Lorenzo, SK Alfred J. Catti, SK
Thomas M. Roland and Sir Knight William Huly.
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Knights Lead Successful Life March

A

pproximately 40 people assembled
at St. Joan of Arc Mercy Center to
begin a Life March through downtown
Boca Raton on Sunday, Oct. 10. The
marchers gathered under the shade of the Mercy
Center as Parochial Vicar Father Robinson Aza
opened with a prayer and blessing. The offduty Boca Raton Motorcycle Patrol escorted the
marchers.
As the marchers progressed, more walkers
joined and a total of approximately 55 people
participated and marched from St. Joan of Arc
Catholic Church through downtown Boca Raton
to St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church, NE Mizner
Blvd, a distance of 1.2 miles each way. Along
the way, the marchers were greeted with smiles of
approvals, waves, and thumbs up, along with the

usual few visibly upset folks.
At St. Gregory’s, the marchers stopped on the
south lawn in the shade for a brief rest and refresh
with cold bottles of water. Rev. Andrew Sherman,
Pastor of St. Gregory’s, offered a prayer, words
of thanks to the marchers, along with praise for
the works of the Knights of Columbus especially
for organizing this Life March and the many
years they have assembled the Nativity Scene on
Sanborn Square in downtown Boca Raton. He is
thankful for the fellowship of Christianity with St.
Joan of Arc and the Knights of Columbus.
On the south lawn of St Gregory’s, Columbiettes’
President Theresa Picnich led the group in a
decade of the Rosary, reading the opening of the
first Glorious Mystery, the Resurrection.
The Knights of Columbus from the various
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churches and councils were
recognized: Our Lady of
Lourdes, St. Jude, Ascension,
St. Ambrose, St. Joan of Arc,
Boca Raton Assembly 3092
Honor Guard and St. Bernard’s
in Hollywood Council and
Edward McCarthy Assembly.
The march then resumed
on return route through
downtown Boca Raton to St.
Joan of Arc. The marchers
were temporarily stalled at
the railroad intersection at
Palmetto Park Road and Dixie
Highway, delayed by a lengthy
crossing signal and patiently
waited for the work train to
complete its slow passing.

Council Unveils Statues

O

n Sunday, October 3rd, the parish
community witnessed the unveiling of a
set of new statues of San Isidro and his
wife Santa Maria de la Cabeza.
These statues were commissioned in Guatemala
and brought by plane to our parish. Fr. Wilfredo
blessed the statues and mentioned to the community
that with the arrival of Santa Maria de la Cabeza,
and with the presence of the Holy Family on the

other end
of the altar,
the message
of marriage
and family is now clear. Father has always been
passionate about marriage and the family. Our
parish Knights of Columbus Color Corps were
present to honor the unveiling of the statues.
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Holy Redeemer Hosts Oktoberfest

C

ouncil 13527 of Christ
Our Redeemer parish
raised $6500 for
charity on Oct 2, at
Oktoberfest in Niceville. Held at
the popular local craft Brewery,
the 3rd Planet, more than 900
brats and 400 hot dogs with the
accompanying side dishes were
sold.
It
was
an
interesting
cooperative effort. The local
Mid Bay Rotary Club loaned the
tents. A brother knight who owns
Café Rico, a successful food
truck, loaned the food warmers.
Another knight (who happens to
be DD5) from council 7667 in
Niceville, the owner of Café Bienville, made the
German potato salad.
The venue, 3rd Planet, is owned by a knight
in the same council. For dessert, the Christ Our
Redeemer Council of Catholic Women (CCW)
raised $900 selling homemade baked goods.
Thirty brothers and wives worked from 8 am to
10:30 pm and put in 225 hours (about 1 and a half

weeks) in planning and executing the event.
The brewery is geared up for families – having
an outdoor stage for bands with an artificial grassy
area where kids can safely run around, as well as
picnic tables for eating food. In addition to KofC
charities, the council donates to the Niceville
senior living facility, the local food bank, women’s
home, and several organizations caring for those
with intellectual disabilities
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Members of St. Joseph's Council
7408 of Palm Bay participated in
the Trunk or Treat program at St.
Joseph's School. The council had
its float of the Santa Maria at the
event and Christopher Columbus
(played by District Deputy 30
Larry Davis) and a couple of crew
members greeted the revelers.

Priests from Our Lady of Hope Catholic
Church in Port Orange greeted more than
30 special animals in the second annual Council 8086 Pet Blessing. Pastor
Father Matt Mello and Parochial Vicar
Father Paul Dau blessed the pets, with
parishioners able to get drive-by blessings if desired. While most of the animals
were dogs, there were a half-dozen cats
and one caged bird. Father Matt said
he would bless pets of any type, with the
stipulation that “Snakes must be at least
12 feet away.”

KofC St. John Council 11281 of Naples recently donated 144 Coats for Kids to Our Lady of Guadelupe Center
in Immokalee. Sir Knight Anthony Lombardi and Lady
Carol Lombardi coordinated the Coats for Kids program
for the council. They were joined by Sir Knight Gary Ray
and Lady Carolyn Ray to deliver the coats to the Center.
The number of coats were increase “threefold” from the
previous year, due to the generosity of the Council and it
Member Families. Bill Warvel is the Council’s Program
Director.
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13018 Living Rosary

F

ourth Degree Knights from the Regional
Color Corps recently served at a
living rosary, hosted by students from
St. Brendan Catholic School in Ormand
Beach. Father Eamonn Gill Council 13018,
based at St. Brendan’s, hosted Sir Knights from
Assemblies 2901, 2810 and 2794 who served in
Color Corps at the service.
The students and their teachers did an
outstanding job of the living rosary. The students
had their own color shirts for each decade, with
a black "Our Father" in between. Artwork was
So far, this Fraternal Year the Florida
Jurisdiction has helped place five new Ultrasound
Machines for a total of 113 in service since the
program began in 2009. We have just received
notice from Supreme that five more projects
have been approved for matching funds and we
are anxiously awaiting receipt of these funds to
help place these five for a total of 118!
Statistics show that about 80% to 90% of
women that are able to see the Ultrasound image
of their babies decide to keep the babies. These
are real lives being saved! Our Councils are
fighting to end the evil of abortion!
If your Council members would like to
become warriors for life, placing ultrasound
machines in pregnancy care centers to help save
the most innocent of lives, please contact Steve
Ring, State Ultrasound Program Chairman,
steve@ring-enterprises.com. I will be happy to

presented for each of the Luminous, with students
in white giving the readings.
“It was very heartwarming to see them all, and
how well behaved they were,” said PFN Mike
Greene of Assembly 2810. “It’s heartwarming to
see these young Christians who will be the strong
thread to lead our world decades from now. Of
course, boys will be boys and several of them
wanted to know if those are real swords!”
Assembly 2810 Color Corps Commander
Frank Consentino added, “One of the great things
about the event was that it was not a funeral!”
get the paperwork package to you and help you
to complete the necessary information.
Consider that we have 113 machines currently
in operation. Assuming that there are five women
per week that receive the ultrasound for each
machine and that only 80% of the women make
the courageous decision for life, that is 23,500
lives saved annually! Additionally, pregnancy
care centers also work with these new mothers
for a number of years to ensure that the family
can provide for each new life.
The more ultrasound machines we can help
place, the lives saved increases! This is important
work and this work is serious action against the
evil of abortion. We are called to this action as
Catholics!
Let’s work to get at least five more ultrasound
machines placed by June 30, 2022 for a total of
125 in our great jurisdiction.
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Veteran's Corner

T

he Fourth Degree of the Knights of
Columbus fosters love of God and
country. A major component of the
Patriotic Degree is honoring our veterans
– the men and women who have faithfully served
our country.
To keep all Knights abreast of developments
with our former servicemen and women, we are
going to set aside some space in our monthly
Invocation for news affecting our nation’s veterans.
In other Fourth Degree News, I am pleased
to announce that we will continue a cherished
tradition this Thanksgiving Weekend with a live
Exemplification in Orlando. The Fourth Degree
ceremony will be held on Saturday, Nov. 27, at
the Florida Hotel at the Florida Mall. There’s free
parking, and plenty to do for your entire family.
Please see your Faithful Navigator or Grand
Knight for additional details.
Happy 112th Birthday to Army Veteran
Lawrence Brooks
Happy birthday to the nation’s oldest WWII
Veteran! Lawrence Brooks, a patient at VA New
Orleans, marked his 112th birthday on September
12.Brooks received the hospital’s 20,000th
COVID-19 vaccine. After the injection, Brooks
was overjoyed, exclaiming, “I finally got it!” His
advice to those who ask his secret to longevity:
“Serve God and be nice to people.”
VA Looking to Reduce Case Backlog

Starting in October, the Department of Veterans
Affairs will hire and train new staff to ensure
Veterans’ claims are adjudicated quickly and
help reduce an expected increase in the backlog
of claims pending more than 125 days. VA is
taking the following proactive steps to help in the
reduction:
•
Hire and train 2,000 new employees to
assist in claims processing.
•
Leverage authority to transfer CARES
funding to VBA and utilize the American Rescue
Plan to fund overtime to ensure timely claims

processing.
•
Deploy requested Fiscal Year 2022 budget
resources to support Agent Orange presumptive
processing, as well as for general Compensation
and Pension claims processing.
As of October 11, there were more than 204,000
backlog claims in an inventory of 603,000 total
claims. VA identified more than 70,000 claims
to review for additional entitlement stemming
from the presumptive relationship between Agent
Orange and Parkinsonism, bladder cancer, and
hypothyroidism. Many of these will enter the
backlog in October, which is projected to reach
260,000 pending claims.
The backlog has decreased by more than
14,000 claims since the end of August 2021. With
continued improvement of VA’s ability to obtain
C&P examinations and Federal Records, and with
all requested resources received, VBA plans to
address the impending increase and then further
reduce the current claims backlog to 100,000
claims by April 2024.
VA Extends Presumptive Period for Gulf War
Disabilities
The Department of Veteran Affairs has extended
the presumptive period for qualifying chronic
disabilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses in
Persian Gulf War Veterans to December 31, 2026.
Prior to the extension, Persian Gulf War
Veterans had to file a claim for disability
compensation before the end of the 2021 calendar
year. VA is extending the presumptive period for
qualifying chronic disabilities of 10% or more to
ensure benefits established by Congress are fairly
administered.
With scientific uncertainty remaining as to the
cause and time of onset of illnesses suffered by
Persian Gulf War Veterans and current research
studies are inconclusive, limiting entitlement to
benefits due to the expiration of the presumptive
period would be premature. If an extension of the
current presumptive period was not implemented,
Service members whose conditions arise after
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December 31, 2021, would be substantially
disadvantaged compared to Service members
whose conditions manifested at an earlier date.
VA presumes certain medically unexplained
illnesses are related to Gulf War service without
regard to cause. These include: chronic fatigue
syndrome, fibromyalgia, functional gastrointestinal
disorders, and undiagnosed illnesses with
symptoms that may include but are not limited
to: abnormal weight loss, cardiovascular disease,
muscle and joint pain, headache, menstrual
disorders, neurological and psychological
problems, skin conditions, respiratory disorders,
and sleep disturbances.
A wide variety of symptoms can qualify a Gulf
War Veteran for presumptive service-connection,
Veterans who are experiencing unexplained
medical issues are encouraged to file a claim.
Veterans Benefits Guide Now Available

a special edition insert for the publication called
“The Veterans Benefits Guide.” The print and
digital publication, which highlights VA benefits
and services available for transitioning service
members and their families, is available now.
The digital version of the Veterans Benefits
Guide is available here: Veterans Benefits Guide
| Stars and Stripes.
The Veterans Benefits Guide answers most of
the commonly asked questions for a variety of
benefits and services, including:
•
Compensation
•
Life insurance
•
Pension and fiduciary services
•
Education and training programs
•
Economic development and employment
•
Home loan guaranty programs and housing
assistance
•
Mental health resources

VBA partnered with Stars and Stripes to create

Get your Florida State Council Explorer Mug or Umbrella. These are now available on the
FSC Website on the State Merchandise site. Orders yours today!!!!
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Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard, PSD of Florida,
was presented with the Saint Michael award for Distinguished Service to the Knights of Columbus at the
quarterly meeting of State Deputies.
This award is the second highest in the order. It was
conceived by Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson five
years ago. The award recognizes lifetime dedication
to the Order and exemplary dedication and innovation.
Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard was recognized not
only for his many years of service but of his work in
developing the Military Chaplains Fund, warriors
to Lourdes project and his work in transitioning the
Fourth-Degree uniform to the modern version we know
today.
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
•
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
Marketing Department
Information
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley
jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Districts
2020 Organizational
Meeting
Presentation
FSC20,29-30,62-69
Marketing Team
o
Weldon
Watkins
tuewowiii@hotmail.com
Districts
1-17, for
21 the Invocation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
How to Write
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
FSC Council PR Handbook
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual
meetings we are supplying you with fillable
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English
and Spanish. You will need to Download the
forms and save them on your computer prior
to filling them out.

Form 100 English
Form 100 Spanish
Form 4 English
Form 4 Spanish
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Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of your purchases
donated to Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on
your Amazon account
just click on this link
Amazonsmile that’s all
you have to do!

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a YouTube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Robert S. Urrutia
Robert.A.Urrutia84@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Robert Kantor
frbob@stagnesnaples.org
STATE SECRETARY

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Joseph W. Coicou
jcoicoukofc@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottoconnor@gmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com (Position open)
Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Regional PR Coordinators
Region 1 Bob Gualtieri rag130@outlook.com
Region 2 Patrick Juliano patrickjjuliano@aol.com
Region 3 John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4 (Open)
Region 5 (Open)
Region 6 Armando Minutoli alminutoli46@gmail.com
Region 7 (Open)
Region 8 (Open)

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzoarodriguez@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache
ibacache@bellsouth.net

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Kris Elliot
kris.elliott@1980.usna.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

COLUMBIA

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Richard E. Dahn Jr.
rdahn32@gmail.com

Ed Sleyzak
esleyzak@outlook.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com
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