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Feast of Blessed Michael McGivney

M

embers of many Florida State
Councils and Assemblies joined
Knights from around the world in
celebrating the feast of Blessed
Michael J. McGivney on Friday, August 13 for the
first time since his Beatification in 2019.
•
Corpus Christi Assembly 2810 in Flagler
Beach held its officer installation on Thursday,
August 12, at Santa Maria Del Mar. Faithful
Friar Father Manny Lopez celebrated the Mass
of Father McGivney to highlight the ceremony.
Florida District Marshal Danny R. McIntyre
officiated, with SK Bob Conochalla installed as
Faithful Navigator.
•
St. Joseph Council 7408 in Palm Bay
celebrated the Beatification of Blessed Michael
McGivney on the Feast Day. Blessed Michael
McGivney Prayer Cards were handed out to those
in attendance. A Sorrowful Mystery Rosary was
said, followed by the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
to honor his first feast day. Pastor Jeremiah Payne
shared the story of Fr. McGivney's life and the

needs he saw around him as well his vision which
lead to the creation of the Knights of Columbus.
This event was followed by a breakfast attended
by the Knights.
•
Santa Maria Del Mar was also the setting
for the funeral of SK Al Mule on Friday, August
13. Al was a member of Notre Dame Council
10514 and Assembly 2810, and was buried in his
purple Color Corps Commander regalia. Celebrant
Father Manny Lopez noted several times during
the service that it was being held on the Feast
of Blessed Michael McGivney, and how SK Al
and his fellow Knights are upholding the values
stressed by Father McGivney when he founded
the order.
•
On Friday, August 13, Brother Knights
from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Council 13300
joined in celebrating the inaugural celebration of
Blessed Michael McGivney’s feast day. Brothers
attended the 8 a.m. Mass at Saint Vincent de Paul
Church, in Wildwood, and after Mass, remained
to participate in the Rosary, Sorrowful Mysteries.
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After the celebration, about 20 Brother Knights
joined in an impromptu breakfast at a local
restaurant.
•
Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 dedicated
a shrine to Blessed Michael McGivney near the
church entrance in Port Orange. Following the
morning Mass on the feast day, Pastor and Council

Chaplain SK Father Matt Mello blessed the shrine,
joined by GK Roger Packard, Faith Director SK
Jim Baskin, and PGK Ray Zall.
•
Members of Church of the Epiphany
Council 12569 attended morning Mass and
presented the gifts.

Knights Build Commemorative Brick Walk

T

he St. Scholastica Knights of Columbus
Council 14485, in Lecanto, recently
completed a commemorative brick
walkway at the Pregnancy and Family
Life Center, PFLC, in Inverness. Additional
commemorative bricks will be added in the
future, as demand dictates.
The PFLC has sold 4” X 8” and 8” x 8” bricks,
with a variety of logos and text available to be
engraved on them. The purchase of commemorative
bricks, by individuals or organizations, is a way
to honor someone, commemorate a significant
life event, memorialize a family member or show
appreciation and support for the PFLC. The funds
raised by the brick sales is used to help support
the operations of the PFLC.
Council 14485 provided 96 manhours to
build the walkway and is committed to adding
commemorative bricks to the walk, when
purchased in the future. The project required
the use of appx. 500 brick pavers, 5 tons of brick
paver base and appx. 300 pounds of cement. The
lead knights for this project were Barry Fitzgerald
and Jim Harvey.
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I

Growing Your Council
By State Deputy Rob Urrutia

t feels like September just started and here
we are in October already. This was a very
busy month for the Florida State Council.
We started the month in Miami for the
annual ANSH conference of Hispanic priests. The
conference was sponsored by the Supreme office
and other organizations as well. The highlight
of the conference is when the president of the
conference presented Archbishop Wenski with an
award for his service as a Bishop. I want to thank
all the councils and assemblies in the Miami area
who helped transport all the clergy and provided
honor guard for the masses.
Then we traveled to Pensacola to the Basilica
of St. Michael the Archangel for an adoration mass
and the presentation of a 1st degree relic of Blessed
Michael McGivney. Fr. Joe did a great job in
organizing the event. Bishop Wack presided over
the ceremony and the members of the parish and
council came out to participate. The members of
council 8589 did a great job in supporting Fr. Joe.
We ended the month by attending the Mass at
the ballpark. Archbishop Wenski presided over
the mass, along with the Marlins Team Chaplain.
I had the pleasure of throwing out the first pitch
along. I spared Billy the Marlin by throwing it
a little high and it went through his glove to the
back stop. Thank you to Supreme Director Scott
O’Connor IPSD and the Marlins for setting up

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a YouTube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

this beautiful event. The
biggest excitement was the
Marlins team presented
Archbishop Wenski with
his own jersey with the
number 4 on it (he is
the 4th Archbishop of
Miami). We also gained
4 new members who
attended the game.
State Deputy
I want to thank Robert Urrutia
everyone for all there
hard work these past few
months. But our work is not done yet. We still
have a lot of work to do with Charity, Programs,
and Membership. They all tie into each other. We
need to recruit members to run the programs that
bring in charitable work. This is the time to Bring
in new members. This past year Rome elevated Fr.
McGivney to Blessed McGivney. Now we need to
honor Blessed McGivney by building the body of
the Church. Covid is slowly going away. We need
to get back out and help our neighbors. Our goal
for the next quarter is 1,000 new members. Are
you up for the challenge?
Have a great Columbus day!

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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Standing Up For Life
By State Chaplain Rev. Robert J. Kantor

n the north where I grew up, October brought
the most dramatic change of seasons.
Colorful foliage marked a transition from the
green and warmth of summer to the barren
branches and cold of winter. It was a kind of
dying and an annual reminder of the cycles of life
and change. Here in Florida the seasonal changes
are more subtle, but the subsiding of rainy season
with its humidity and transition to the dryer and
cooler period of winter reminds us that things
change here too. Even our yards become a little
less colorful and more barren.
October in our Church is something quite
different. It is Respect Life month with the full
flowering of what that means. We are invited to
think about the sacredness of life and celebrate it
on Respect Life Sunday, October 3rd and all month
long. Throughout October Knights councils will
engage in the groundwork that gives meaning to
this special month for life. Some will raise funds
for an ultrasound machine for their local crisis
pregnancy center, allowing young mothers to see
the wonder of the life within them. Others will
be a faithful presence outside abortion clinics,
showing mothers under great stress that there is
a live-giving alternative for them and their child.
Still others will pray Rosaries for intentions like an
end to the death penalty, reflecting the consistent
life ethic of our Church.
One of the primary things we can do to respect
life rests in the way we treat others, even those with
whom we disagree. It’s hard to have credibility
in standing up for life when we destroy the one
to whom we’re communicating. Small acts of
kindness and lifting others up can help us see the
good in our neighbor and overcome differences to
be united more closely in the One who made us
all.

As we are a quarter
of the way through our
fraternal year, this month
also offers us a reminder
to invite other Catholic
men to the life-giving
experience of being a
Knight of Columbus. As
members of this order, we
must also care for the lives
Chaplain
of our brother Knights and State
Rev. Robert Kantor
their families, especially
those who are alone or
suffering. Recently I learned of a widower Knight
whose son suffered a serious health problem. I
offered my prayers as any chaplain would, but it is
in the fraternal response of brother Knights to the
day to day needs of our brothers facing difficult
circumstances that we primarily answer God’s call
to service of God and neighbor … another great
way to Respect Life.
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Eastern View of The Christian Life
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

W

e have heard this concept of
"Christian Life" all of our lives.
But, do we really know the full
intent of those two words? Do we
know what it means to live "fully the Christian
Life"? There are many people who have written
Manifestos. Some were good, some were bad. I
am now going to present to you the Manifesto of
Jesus Christ which is the only Manifesto that is
pure, satisfying and just to the world and every
created person.
It is a Manifesto that leads to holiness of
each individual. It is the Manifesto of living the
"Christian Life". There are two foundations to
the concept of the "Christian Life and it centers
on how we live. Believe it or not, one foundation
is from the Old Testament. This really should not
surprise anyone since part of the Old Testament is
the foretelling of the Messiah.
The first foundation
comes from the book
of Genesis when God
says to Adam and Eve,
"Be fruitful, multiply,
have dominion". In this
sentence God set forth
for Adam and Eve a
behavior, value system
and a way of life. He said
to them, "be fruitful",
that is, work the land
I gave you, "multiply"
meaning populate this
land I gave you, "have
dominion"
meaning
protect this land I gave
you, enrich it, and share
it with others. God gave
Adam and Eve the task of propagators of the
earth and caretakers of the earth, enjoying for
themselves what He created and sharing it with
others. God infused into Adam and Eve joy,

appreciation and love.
The second foundation
is "like unto the first"
foundation. Where did we
hear this phrase "like unto
the first"? It comes from
the Gospels in the words
of Jesus.
As Jesus said to the
people, "I have come to
fulfill the law". In His Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
Passion and Death, Jesus
fulfilled the law and
became the last and final
acceptable Sacrifice to God in His Passion and
Death. And, before that Death, Jesus laid down
the final foundation to that concept of "Christian
Living". He said to the people and His disciples,
"Love God with your whole soul with your whole
heart and our whole
mind" and the second is
"like unto it" and to love
others as yourself". These
are the three prongs to
the final foundation of
"Christian Living". Jesus
says the first priority of
"Christian Living is to
love God.
This was the first
priority of Adam and
Eve but they loved
themselves more, ate
from the forbidden
Tree and changed the
trajectory of God's plan
and we know the effects
for ourselves of that
mistake on the part of Adam and Eve. Without
loving God who loved us first, we cannot live the
second and third prong of the second foundation
of "Christian Living". If we truly love God, than
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we have no other choice but to love ourselves.
Why? Because by baptism we have been given
the fullness of knowledge that God created us
out of love, we have His Mark on us and through
baptism and chrismation we have been made a part
of His Body as St. Paul says. There is a meditation
book entitled "The Imitation of Christ". Jesus is
our Savior and we must imitate Him. Jesus loved
us so much that He died for us and demands that
we love others has He has loved us. Jesus said in
His Ascension "Go teach all nations" What? That
He loved us and we must do the same in loving
others. The Old Testament says it, again, in another
way, "have dominion".
There are two people I would like to highlight
that are perfect examples of "Christian Living".
One is the Theotokos, the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The end of living a "Christian Life" is holiness.
She is a perfect example of this. She enjoyed life,
enjoyed bringing up her child and enjoyed and
used what God created and she also suffered the
agony of watching her son die on the Cross. In
the end, she was awarded eternal life because she
said, "Be it done to me according to your word"
and she lived that commitment.. On October 31,

2021 the Eastern Church celebrates the death
of Blessed Bishop Theodore Romzha. He said
to Rome in accepting his elevation, "Be it done
according to your word". Little did he know the
end of living that "Christian Life" as Bishop would
be his own death and martyrdom. So the definition
or description of the "Christian Life" is to enjoy
the world, take care of it, share it become holy by
living it and remember always that the "Christian
Life" although it leads us to holiness, sometimes
entails suffering in "Imitation of Christ".

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael J. McGivney
od, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and
orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, to be an
apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous
service of their neighbor.
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His
Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your
love so that we may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast.
We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Blessed Michael J.
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will.
Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your
request).

G
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Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him,
“Which is the first of all the commandments?”
Jesus replied, “The first is this: ‘Hear, O Israel!
The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’” (Gospel for Oct. 31, Mk 12:28b-30)

A

mong religions in the ancient world,
Judaism stood out in its monotheism,
the belief in one all-powerful God.
The Greatest Commandment, which
Christ gives us here, follows from this truth. The
forces of Satan oppose God, but God is infinitely
more powerful. The battle cry of St. Michael when
he defeated Satan and his rebel angels was “Who

St. Joseph Council 7408 in Palm Bay celebrated the Beatification of Blessed Michael McGivney on the Feast Day. Blessed
Michael McGivney Prayer Cards were handed out to those in
attendance. A Sorrowful Mystery Rosary was said, followed by
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to honor his first feast day. Pastor

is like unto God?” It is, of course, a rhetorical
question. There is only one God; may we love him
completely and totally.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to begin and end
each day by praying the Prayer to St. Michael.
Questions for Reflection:
What does it mean — in concrete terms —
to love God with all your heart, mind, soul and
strength? Do you use the Lord’s name in vain?
Do you show proper reverence for God in your
thoughts, words and actions each day?

Jeremiah Payne shared the story of Fr. McGivney's life and the
needs he saw around him as well his vision which lead to the
creation of the Knights of Columbus. This event was followed by
a breakfast attended by the Knights.
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20th Anniversary of September 11th

n Patriot’s Day, September 11th,
Knights in District 5 took a brief pause
from charitable works to celebrate
the principles of unity, fraternity and
patriotism. It started in the morning when Council
13527 in Bluewater Bay led the Rosary prior to a
9-11 Memorial Mass held at Christ Our Redeemer
Catholic Church.
Later that day, an honor Guard from Assembly
3236 posted the colors at the Niceville Exchange
Club’s weeklong Field of Valor. The club erected
350 US flags to honor military members from
Florida who lost their lives since Sept. 11, 2001.
Speakers for the event included local military
commanders, Niceville Mayor Daniel Henkel and
Okaloosa County Commissioner, Mel Ponder.
Assembly 3236 comprises Fourth Degree
Knights from councils in Niceville, Bluewater
Bay and Destin, Florida, and has been supporting
this public event for three years. The Assembly
also supports the local VA clinic, sponsors the
Patriotic Essay contest and holds a Patriotic
Rosary on 5th Sundays. This is a highly Patriotic
community as it is surrounded by Eglin AFB, the
largest USAF base in the world and attracts many
military retirees in addition to active-duty military

O

and civilian DOD contractors.
In the evening, Council 11893 in Destin
organized a gathering of Knights and wives from
five local councils to enjoy fellowship, music
and very good beer at Third Planet Brewery
in Niceville. The full day of 9-11 anniversary
activities in Niceville clearly reflected the
principles of the Order.
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A 9/11 Patriotic Rosary
The rosary was developed
under the leadership of Ken and
Carol Wanner (both are since
deceased) and first prayed on
September 11, 2007. The rosary
prays for the victims of the attacks
and their families and friends
and all those left behind to deal
with the tragedy. The 50 Hail
Mary’s are preceded by a reading
of the preamble of the 50 states,
recognizing our dependence on
God in crafting the individual
State constitutions.
This rosary was recognition
of the need for God in all that we
do. It recognizes the impact he
has had on the founding of our
country and our continued need
of Him for our future.
Deacon and Brother Knight
n a solemn memorial for the tragedy of the
Gregory Quinn, S/K Bill Sodan, GK David
9/11 attacks, St. Paul of the Cross Council
Tabony, Field Agent s/K Jonathan Knaus and
12322 held a 20th anniversary Patriotic
Brother Jim Fesl led the decades. Brother Russell
Rosary.
Smith organized the event and led the opening
Council members led the congregation of about
prayers.
40 people in praying the Sorrowful Mysteries.
But, the unique nature of this rosary is its history.

I

On Friday, August 13, Brother
Knights from Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Council 13300 joined in
celebrating the inaugural celebration of Blessed Michael McGivney’s
feast day. Brothers attended the 8
a.m. Mass at Saint Vincent de Paul
Church, in Wildwood, and after
Mass, remained to participate in the
Rosary, Sorrowful Mysteries. After
the celebration, about 20 Brother
Knights joined in an impromptu
breakfast at a local restaurant.
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T

he Blessed Michael McGivney
Pilgrimage Center is currently displaying
an online exhibition centering on the
Knights of Columbus connection with
baseball, which spans nearly a century and a half.
The game of baseball historically is known
as America’s Pastime. It has been played
professionally for more than a century and has
produced events, players and venues that are
enduring in American lore.
Beyond the fame and legend, however, is a less
considered but significant dimension of the game.
Baseball unites people. Whether at a professional
ballpark, a community diamond or a church
picnic, baseball brings people together in activity
and in spirit.
Blessed Michael McGivney (1852-1890)
realized this. He played the game as a seminarian
and introduced it to others during his priesthood.
Andrew Fowler has researched the Knights of
Columbus founder’s attraction to baseball.
Many who followed him shared his affection
for the game. Some enjoyed it social and
recreationally; others pursued it passionately, even
to the Hall of Fame. For the Knights of Columbus,
the game served as an early avenue of assimilation
for Catholic immigrants and firstgeneration
Americans.

Today, baseball continues to serve as a path
toward spiritual bonds and friendship for Knights
and their families. These values stem from
Father McGivney, who founded the fraternal
organization on the principles of charity and
unity. In a four-part series, Knights of Columbus
Baseball: An American Story, Fowler recounts
the unique, untold Catholic-American story of
how the Knights of Columbus as an organization
and individual Knights — including some of
baseball’s mightiest heroes — stepped up to the
plate to produce memorable moments and shape
America’s Pastime for the better.
The first segment, that opened October 1,
details Father McGivney’s personal experiences
with the game and the appeal it had among the
members of his fledgling organization. Subsequent
segments, to be introduced a key points during
the 2022 Major League Baseball season, will
explore the growth of the game as a professional
sport and the chronicle developments during
significant events in American and world history.
Numerous photographs and illustrations enhance
the presentation.
The presentation is free and online at
michaelmcgivneycenter.org just in time for the
MLB playoffs.
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Mass At The Park
By Past State Deputy Scott O'Connor
$5.00 of each ticket
sold will be donated to
the American Wheelchair
Mission.
We do not have the
final dollar amount as of
the writing of this article
but, we will let you know
as soon as we can.

s IPSD I had the pleasure of working
on the Mass at the Park event which
took place this past Sunday. The
first ever Mass at the Miami Marlins
stadium was well received. Turnout for this first
time Mass coupled with a major league ballgame
was approximately 108 people. The Mass was
celebrated by Archbishop Thomas Wenski. The
Catholic Pop/Rock band Dupree provided the
music. Our State Deputy and State Treasurer were
Lector’s, the 4th Degree presented the Colors,
and our State Deputy threw out the “First Pitch”.
He threw a good one, but the mascot dropped the
ball.
Many of the staff of the park came up to me and
said thanks for bringing the Mass to the public. I
also recruited three new members because of the
event. One was the incoming superintendent of
Schools for the Archdiocese of Miami.
This event was also broadcast live on Spanish
Radio throughout the Miami market bringing
much positive attention to the works of the order
and the benefits of membership.
Financially, the Supreme Council will be
sending $2,500.00 to contribute to the event.

A
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Relic of Blessed McGivney

n September 24, 2021, Most Reverend
William Wack, Bishop of PensacolaTallahassee, conducted an Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament at the
Basilica of St Michael the Archangel in Pensacola.
The First Class Relic of Blessed McGivney was
on display during the service.
The night started with the Liturgy of the Hours,
followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and benediction. The Litany of Blessed McGivney
was recited, and Bishop Wack added the relic
to the reliquary containing ten first class relics
already in the basilica. The Bishop, also known
as “Bishop Bill” explained the difference between
first, second and third class relics.
There are three classes of sacred relics. The
first-class is a part of the saint’s body. (It is this
type which is placed in an altar stone.) The secondclass is a piece of the saints clothing or something
used by the saint, while the third-class is an object
which has been touched to a first-class relic.
The event was hosted by the Knights of
Columbus and the 4th Degree Honor Guard
was on hand for the evening. The Diocese of
Pensacola-Tallahassee covers most of the Florida
Panhandle and comprises Region 1 of the Florida

O

State Council.
The
Knights
of
Columbus worked with
the Diocese for this
event which was open
to the public. We had an
honor guard of the 4th
Degree Knights, the State
Deputy
representing
the national Knights of
Columbus and other
members of the Knights
and their families. The
Basilica of St. Michael
the Archangel, Council
8589, provided assistance
in putting together and
distributing the handout
for the prayers as well as being ushers.
It was a beautiful service and Bishop Wack’s
remarks on adoration were great. The national
Knights of Columbus had a tv crew their shooting
video for a project that will be appearing on their
website. They also interviewed several people
including Bishop Wack and several Knights and
family members.
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KofC Hockey Challenge

W

hile the Our Lady of Hope Parish
Picnic was cancelled due to the
pandemic, Council 8086 held
competition that weekend for
the youth of the Port Orange community in field
hockey, soccer and basketball.
The three contests were held at Warner
Christian Academy in South Daytona, with SK
Jim Garofalo the point of contact.
The Knights of Columbus Hockey Challenge
– an activity in its first year – served as the
District 20 championship. The contest can be
held on ice, roller or street formats for boys
and girls aged 10-17, using traditional pucks
or balls. Since icy rinks are in short supply in
Florida, the Knights opted for the field hockey
format. Winners, and District Champions, were
Isabella Newsome (11), Sophia Callea (12),
Alex Brock (17) and Dylan Coleman (20).
In soccer, Jacob Coleman (11), Sarah
Dunaway (12) and Joshua Newsome (13)
were Council champions. They will advance
to the District finals on Oct. 17 at Church of
the Epiphany, against the winners of Epiphany
Council 12569 and Sacred Heart Father Downey
Council 4934.
Basketball Free Throw competition was won

by Isabella Newsome (11), Sophia Callea (12),
Joshua Newsome (13) and Dylan Coleman (20).
The District finals will be held at Sacred Heart
School in New Smyrna Beach in the spring, hosted
by Father Downey Council 4934.
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District 23 Councils Fund Ultrasound

T

he Knights of Columbus in District 23
are doing their part to help save lives in
Central Florida, with the five councils
joining forces to purchase an ultrasound
machine for the new Life’s Choices Women’s
Clinic in Clermont.
Councils 13300 Wildwood, 5644 Leesburg,
8120 Eustis, 10034 Lady Lake and 10853 Mount
Dora donated the machine, which will be an integral
part of the pregnancy center services offered by
the Clinic. Separately, Assembly 1674 donated a
monitor for the project.
Over the last year or so, councils have been
doing separate fundraising for the ultrasound
machine. It was a particularly difficult task during
the Covid pandemic. Each of the council officers
and Grand Knights were extremely pleased with
each councils’ dedication for this important
program.
Grand Knight Bob Nixon of 8120 Eustis said,
“when this new clinic was being discussed, I knew
our council would want to support the clinic’s
efforts.” District Deputy Chris Berens is also a
Life’s Choices board member and was helpful in
communicating the vision, need and goals of the
new clinic in Clermont to all KofC councils in
the district. Chris said, “I couldn’t be more proud
of my brother Knights providing this life saving
equipment in our community.”
Council 13300, Wildwood, Florida joined the
fundraising efforts in May by holding a four day
event at the Prima Italian Steakhouse at Brownwood
Square, The Villages. Several Brothers provided
two hour blocks of time over the 4 day weekend
discussing the purpose of our fund raising and
manning the donation jar. In addition, our Brother
Knight David Suleiman, owner of the restaurant,
provided a large portion of the food sales for all
four days. Jim LoBue, our Program Director, was
blown away when he picked up a check for $7,000
from Mr. Suleiman to add to the $1,452 collected
in the donation jar. On July 21, District Deputy
23, Chris Berens, was presented a check for $7,000
toward the purchase of the ultrasound machine.

Life’s Choices, which has been providing
services in and around the Eustis area for almost
two decades, decided a year ago to expand their
services and outreach to Clermont. The Knights
in the district have been supporting the Eustis
Clinic for over a decade through other various
activities, such as the Walk for Life in March,
memorial services for aborted children, and the
annual fundraising banquet each fall. Executive
Director of the Clinic, Marcia Marron said, “Thank
the Lord for the Knights of Columbus!” The
ultrasound machine was delivered to the clinic
on August 20 and the salesman, James Scheffler
from Texas, who is also a member of the Knights
of Columbus, will be setting up the machine and
providing training to the Clermont staff at the end
of August. The Clermont office officially opens
their doors on September 7, 2021, and will have
an open house to the community on September 22.
We encourage anyone who is available to attend.
This is a great example of Faith in Action!
For more information about Life’s Choices,
please visit friendsoflifechoices.com.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

15

INVOCATION

Knights On A Mission

A

band of brothers is on a mission to save
babies across the diocese. Eighteen
different Knights of Columbus councils
worked together at the Central Florida
Laps for Life challenge and raised enough money
for two new ultrasound machines. The Knights
gifted this life-saving technology to Choices
Women’s Clinic located next to the University of
Central Florida.
Father José Bautista of St. Isaac Jogues Parish
blessed the machines, Sept. 27. Marking almost
one week into the 40 Days for Life campaign,
Father Bautista spoke of the care for creation as
the call of all Catholics.
Leidy Rivas, of Catholic Charities of Central
Florida’s Culture of Life Office, assisted in the
process and shared how although the ultrasound
was invented in 1956, it wasn’t until the 1970s that
it was widely used in the United States.
“As I reflected on this information, I came to
the realization of how this technology has changed
cultural perceptions of prenatal existence. I also
recall receiving the ultrasound images of my

children and having this overwhelming joy and
sense of awe at creation,” she said. “Those images
are what changes humanity and touches our
hearts.”
The new clinic is intentionally located within
one mile of the University of Central Florida, the
second largest university in the United States.
Vicky Mathews, executive director of Choices
Women’s Clinic, said God provided this spot after
two other landlords turned them away due to the
nature of their business. She also shared successes
already won due to the ability to allow patients
and family members see life clearly with the hightech machines.
Dawson Wright of St. Isaac Jogues Council
10462 rejoiced saying, “Today, we celebrate the
efforts of all so that others can celebrate God’s
gift of life. We come together to listen to many
powerful testimonies of mothers and families who
chose life, and we bless the machines that connect
mothers to their unborn child.”
Credit to Glenda Meekins, Florida Catholic
Media Staff
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Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 dedicated a shrine to
Blessed Michael McGivney near the church entrance
in Port Orange. Following the morning Mass on the
feast day, Pastor and Council Chaplain SK Father Matt
Mello blessed the shrine, joined by GK Roger Packard,
Faith Director SK Jim Baskin, and PGK Ray Zall.

It has been more than a year since
the Basilica of St. Michael the
Archangel has held refreshments
after the Sunday 9 and 11am Mass
in the parish hall. On October 3,
2021, the Council held a pancake
breakfast to start the regular postMass refreshments. Many parish
members attended for blueberry
pancakes, sausage, coffee, juice
and more. Council members
handled the setup, cooking, serving and clean up. It was very well
received, and we plan to do more
of these in the future.

Members of Our Lady Queen of Peace
Knights of Columbus Council 11680
assist in the weekly Pack-A-Sack efforts of the Parish’s St. Vincent DePaul
Society who prepare 150 weekend food
bags for 150 local elementary school
food depraved children. At the completion of a recent packing of 150 weekend
food bags, the Knights donated $1,000
to the St. Vincent DePaul Society to
continue supporting the Pack-A-Sack
food program.
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Bishop Blesses New Ultrasound Van

ishop Gregory Parks, Diocese of St.
Petersburg, blessed a new Ultrasound
Van at a ceremony held at the
Foundations of Life Pregnancy Center
in Tampa, on Friday, September 24, 2021. The
Van was purchased by Foundations of Life, a
ministry of Catholic Charities Diocese of St.
Petersburg, with funds raised by the Knights
of Columbus of Region 4. The Ultrasound Van
will allow Foundations of Life to reach young
women in many different locations throughout
the five counties of Florida’s Knights’ Region 4
and Diocese of St. Petersburg, going beyond their
brick and mortar centers.
The Knights were made aware of Foundations
of Life’s desire to expand their pro-life ministry
by acquiring a state of the art Ultrasound Van
in mid-2020. The cost of a comfortable state-

B

of the-art Ultrasound Van, equipped with
ultrasound machine, was $92,000. Because in
person fundraisers were difficult, much thought,
discussion and prayer went into the decision of to
proceed.
After discussions with John Papa, the RA
for Region 4, who was very supportive of the
idea, the decision was made to proceed with
a Region 4 fundraiser, with Dr. Gilbert Ortiz
Council #13525, St. Timothy, Lutz acting as
coordinating council. RA Papa and his successor,
RA John Cathcart were the linchpins of the entire
process and instrumental in getting information
to the councils and assemblies in Region 4 and
in keeping the information before the Knights
through the year that it took to raise the funds. The
RA’s circulated information and brochures using
primarily electronic mail and word of mouth to
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make Knights and friends aware of the need for
the Ultrasound Van. Many churches supported
the cause by using bulletin inserts to expand to
fundraisers reach.
The fund-raising system worked! All credit
and glory to God. It took the better part of a
year, but the local Knights raised $60,000 by
July 2021. With the local Knights raising the
money for the Ultrasound Van, the Knights
of Columbus Supreme Council provides the
$32,000 to purchase the mobile ultrasound
machine that will be used in the Ultrasound Van.
Planning, a great deal of hard work by many,
and prayer had worked.
To see more pictures click here: Mobile
Ultrasound

Council Hosts Annual Car Show

C

hurch of the Epiphany
Council 12569 will hold
its third annual Car Show,
its biggest fund raiser of
the year, in the Parish parking lot on
Saturday, Nov. 20.
The show will award prizes in
four categories in four categories:
Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles and
Jeeps. The prizes new for 2021 will
be special commemorative mugs.
A full day of activities includes
breakfast; coffee and soft drinks;
music, barbeque; music; value
cover races; bombshell belles; door
prizes and a 50-50 drawing,
Registration will be held from
9-11 a.m., with a $10 per vehicle
entry fee. The show benefits
Epiphany Knights of Columbus
charities and operations.
Church of the Epiphany is
located at 201 Lafayette Street, Port
Orange. For additional information,
please visit: www.epiphanykofc.
org/car-show.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

19

INVOCATION

Tom Hegna, CLU,ChFC, CASL

Is an award-winning author, speaker and economist. He is an industry leader and is
considered by many as "The Retirement Income Expert" . Tom has presented at over
5,000 seminars, helping seniors and baby boomers build lasting retirement plans
You’re invited to join our webinar Where Tom shares simple concepts
that can help anyone become financially independent!.
Sponsored by your Knights of Columbus Lawandus Agency

11/18/2021

7:30pm

Date

Time

http://register.flkofc.com/
RSVP
LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Sponsored By:

Florida Agencies
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Prospect Tab in Officers Online

This tool allows Grand Knights & Financial Secretaries to transfer or reject new online members into
their council. To access this feature, first login to Officers Online and scroll down the page and click on
the Prospect tab. (Figure 1)
Figure 1

Here you will see members of the Knights of Columbus that have joined the order via online
membership and either expressed interest in your Council on the joint application or the State Council
has assigned this Member to your unit. These online members in your prospect tab are current members
of the State division.
There are five columns of valuable information about your new online member.
Figure 2

The first is your Council number.
2nd is the date assigned. This is the date that the online member was assigned to your Council
member, either by his choice or by the State Council.
3rd is the name of the online member, see Figure 3 (next page). This will be highlighted in blue
by clicking on the member name, you'll be able to view the Members full name, address, contact
information, and Council information in a popup. Under Council information, you'll be able to see the
parish of the Member as well.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

21

INVOCATION
Figure 3

The 4th column is member number.
And the 5th column is entry date. This is the date that the Member joined the Knights of Columbus.
The 6th column is ceremonial date and the Action column gives you the options to transfer or reject.
The process for transferring or rejecting new online members into your Council is quite simple.
•
First, you will contact the Member to assess his interest in your Council. By clicking the name
in blue you will have access to his contact information.
•
Use the process you would normally use for welcoming new members which for most councils
is done via the membership director.
•
If the Member is interested in your Council and has not yet achieved his degree, arrange for him
to participate in the exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity, and arrange for a vote on this new
member admittance into your Council at the next Council meeting.
•
Once the new member attends an exemplification, enter the date into the ceremonial date section
and hit transfer.
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•
If the member already attended an
exemplification or ceremonial, simply enter the
date of the day. This will allow you to transfer the
Member and his initial degree dates in the system
will not be overwritten.
•
If the Member does not want to transfer
into your Council or there are concerns about this
Member, click reject, and then select the reason
for the rejection…eligible concerns, counsel
incompatibility, or does not want to transfer.

•
Grand Knights and financial secretaries
receive an email each time a new member enters
their Prospect tab. Please be diligent and timely
in your outreach to these members to ensure a
positive member experience.
If you have additional questions, please be sure
to reach out via email to emembership@kofc.org.

Council Award Forms
ould you like to see your Council
called up at the State Convention
at the end of the Fraternal
Year and receive awards for its
accomplishments?
Well, you can! All you need to do is fill out all
the necessary forms and submit them when they
are due to Supreme; your District Deputy; and be
sure to send one to Bob.Dytkowski@bellsouth.net
for the State copy.
The Service Program Personnel Report (Form
365) is now done through Member Management
for Supreme and the Florida State Council Website
under Division Management. This must be done
by August 1, 2022. To see a training video on
how to do this click here: Forms 185, 186 & 365
Online Submission Training
The Annual Report of Officers chosen for the
term form #185 is now done through Member
Management for Supreme and the Florida State
Council Website under Division Management.
This must be done by June 30th, 2022. To see a
training video on how to do this click here: Forms
185, 186 & 365 Online Submission Training
Other major reports include:
Semi-Annual Audit Report form #1295 is due
on August 15th, 2021.
Columbia Award Application form #SP-7 is
due on June 30th, 2022.
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity Form
#1728 is due on January 31st, 2022.
Form 10784 Fraternal Programs Report should

W

be filled out after every event and submitted. To
see a training video on how to fill out this form
click here: Fraternal Programs Report Form
Training Video.
Keep a file for your records so that you can use
it to fill out your SP-7. Use Form 10784 for the
following (and additional Council events): Free
Throw Championship, Soccer Challenge, Catholic
Citizenship Essay Contest, KofC Poster Contest,
Coats for Kids, Global Wheelchair Mission,
Habitat for Humanity, Family of the Month (Due
by 15th of Each Month), Family of the Year,
Knight of the Month, Knight of the Year, RSVP
Program for Seminarians and Nuns, March for
Life, Special Olympics, Ultrasound Application
and presentation.
Every Council is responsible for completing
the appropriate reports and sending them to their
respective district/Jurisdiction. The above links
will direct you to the proper areas in the Florida
Jurisdiction.
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
•
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
Marketing Department
Information
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley
jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Districts
2020 Organizational
Meeting
Presentation
FSC20,29-30,62-69
Marketing Team
o
Weldon
Watkins
tuewowiii@hotmail.com
Districts
1-17, for
21 the Invocation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
How to Write
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
FSC Council PR Handbook
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual
meetings we are supplying you with fillable
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English
and Spanish. You will need to Download the
forms and save them on your computer prior
to filling them out.

Form 100 English
Form 100 Spanish
Form 4 English
Form 4 Spanish

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

24

INVOCATION

Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of your purchases
donated to Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on
your Amazon account
just click on this link
Amazonsmile that’s all
you have to do!

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a YouTube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Robert S. Urrutia
Robert.A.Urrutia84@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Robert Kantor
frbob@stagnesnaples.org
STATE SECRETARY

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Joseph W. Coicou
jcoicoukofc@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottoconnor@gmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com (Position open)
Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Regional PR Coordinators
Region 1 Bob Gualtieri rag130@outlook.com
Region 2 Patrick Juliano patrickjjuliano@aol.com
Region 3 John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4 (Open)
Region 5 (Open)
Region 6 Armando Minutoli alminutoli46@gmail.com
Region 7 (Open)
Region 8 (Open)

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzoarodriguez@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache
ibacache@bellsouth.net

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Kris Elliot
kris.elliott@1980.usna.com

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Richard E. Dahn Jr.
rdahn32@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

Ed Sleyzak
esleyzak@outlook.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com
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