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Growing Your Council
By State Deputy Rob Urrutia

had the pleasure of attending the 1st ever K of
C and Special Olympic day at the races held
at the Daytona 400 Coke Zero race. We had
the opportunity to present a check to Special
Olympics representative Laurie Newcomb, but
we also were able to share the stage with Special
Olympic Iron Man Chris Nikic. Our Special
Olympian chairmen Pete Chiaravalle did a great
job in coordinating the efforts with NASCAR,
Special Olympics, and the Knights. Hopefully the
next one is as fun as the first one. As it was my
first ever race at Daytona and I had a lot of fun.
Hopefully we can add to the fun by having more
Knights attend next year.
I had also traveled to St. Rose de Lima in
Milton Florida for the passing of the Silver Rose
to Alabama. District Deputy, Brother Greg Bell
along with Knights of Bikes did a great job
with securing the Rose for it’s travels. The only
downside was the weather as hurricane Ida was
heading towards Louisiana and we had high winds
and rain in the area. The mass and presentation
were beautiful. If your council has not participated
in this event, please get with General Programs
Director Kris Elliott to make sure it goes thru your
area next year.
As I started to write this article, I received a call
about the sudden passing of District Deputy and
Brother Terry Cassidy. This call was devastating
to receive as Terry was not only a fantastic District
Deputy, but he was better Father and Husband.
He leaves behind his loving wife Barbara and 2
children. Please keep Barbara and their families in
your prayers. May he rest in eternal peace.
The past month also brought about terrible
storms that hit our brother in Tennessee and
Louisiana. If any council or individual would
like to donate to help with their disaster recovery,
please see the link on the State Website. Or you can
send a check to Rich Dahn the Charities Director.
Finally, I would like to remind everyone that
we need to recruit. Everyone says that we ask

to recruit for more per
capita collections. Well,
they are incorrect. We
recruit for a few reasons.
We need people to run
our programs. You need
people to help run the
programs to have a
successful event and not
use the same people all the
Deputy
time. It brings longevity State
Robert Urrutia
to the order. If we do not
recruit new members, the
council will ultimately
fail. There will be no one to run the programs and
no one to continue the good works of the Knights
of Columbus. We can no longer use Covid 19 as an
excuse. The Supreme Council as well as the State
Council as given tools to its members to succeed
in growing the order for the right reasons. Please
email the State Membership Director for more
information on how your council can grow.
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Leading Like Christ
By State Chaplain Rev. Robert J. Kantor

ragic world events in recent weeks show
us the importance of good leadership. In
places like Cuba and Afghanistan, we can
see how evil ideologies and oppressive
leaders bring misery to people. The human heart
yearns for what is good and true. People trapped
in repressive regimes hunger for freedom. No one
risks passage at sea on a flimsy raft or clings to the
landing gear of a C-17 cargo plane unless they are
desperate to escape darkness in search of light.
The ultimate model for leadership in our
families, our Church and the world is Christ.
His leadership is centered in love. There are
easier ways to lead, but none more satisfying and
effective in the end than a servant leader who cares
for his flock. Jesus has shown us the way in this.
He also trained his apostles by walking with them
as a companion and modeling the way to lead.
He called, instructed, empowered, entrusted, and
sent the Apostles on mission. Upon their return,
he gathered them to report on their experiences,
and pray, communicating with God who makes all
things possible.
As an organization, the Knights of Columbus
promotes the ideals of Christlike servant leadership.
Those ideals were evident in our founder, Blessed
Michael McGivney, who worked tirelessly for
the families of his parish. We’re blessed to have
capable leaders who bring corporate and military
leadership experience to bear and enrich our
Order. None of us is perfect, but by relying on
each other’s strength, Christ shines through in the
work of the Knights.
This month, our Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop
William Lori, has challenged us to be good students
of leadership and display it in our service. We are
asked to watch the “Into the Breach” episode on
Leadership. Click here to see it: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=pRePr8I7RFA Whether
you have seen it before or not, it’s a good reminder
of the tenets of leadership. This great series invites

men to explore and enrich
their role as husbands,
fathers, and men of the
Church and our society.
The second part of our
monthly challenge is to
put our service into action.
If your councils/parishes
do the Faith in Action
Soccer Challenge or Free
Chaplain
Throw
Championship State
Rev. Robert Kantor
program, help run it. If
not, explore ways you can
bring it to your council/parish.
The Knights and the world need good leaders.
As our State Deputy’s motto “Strength in Prayer”
reminds us, we can offer our best only when we
first turn to God in prayer. When others see Christ
in us as we lead, we have found the secret to true
leadership, and our world will be better for it.
Vivat Jesus!
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A Look at Salvation History
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

alvation History began with the Fall of
Adam and Eve. As the story goes in the
book of Genesis, Eve ate of the tree and
gave the fruit of the tree to Adam. They
were forbidden to eat from this tree by God. In the
eating of that fruit and the great knowledge Adam
and Eve thought they would receive from that tree
brought catastrophe to humanity and the loss of
perfection.
God did not abandon Adam and Eve and
promised them a Savior, a Messiah. He also
promised to the serpent that this Messiah would
crush his head. But, for now, Satan rejoiced that a
tree brought the downfall of humanity.
The Old Testament, through the Prophets,
foretold the coming of the Messiah. We see how
He would be conceived and by whom he would
be conceived. The Prophets spoke about a sinless
golden vessel that would hold the Messiah.
In the New Testament, the Gospel Narratives
described that this Golden Vessel would be a
virgin and named Mary, married to a man from the
house of David. That child was born and named
Emmanuel-God with us.
As Jesus grew and began his ministry after His
baptism, He made known that He came to fulfill
the Law. What the Hebrews did not know was in
that fulfillment of the Law a new age would begin
because Jesus would have completed the Law of
the Old Testament.
As the Hebrews offered sacrifice to God by His
Command, Jesus would become the last Sacrifice,
ending the Old Testament and religious rituals.
Following the Hebrew ritual, Jesus became the
final Sacrifice. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob offered
sacrifice to God by the slaughter and shedding of
the blood of the lamb. But, who or what kind of
sacrifice could possibly be good enough to satisfy
Divinity. It would have to be someone or something
"equal to God". When the Angel Gabriel came
to the Theotokos, he said to her, blessed are you
Mary, you shall bear a son and he will be called

the Son of God. This is
the first announcement
of someone equal to
God. In the Gospel of St.
John, St. John says "In the
beginning was the Word,
the Word was with God,
the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us".
God was Incarnated in
the womb of Mary, united Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
Himself to the humanity
of Jesus and the child
Jesus who came forth
from that Golden Vessel prophesied in the Old
Testament was True God and True man. Now we
have, truly, that acceptable Sacrifice that is equal
to God.
Now we come to the final event of the salvation
of Adam and Eve and thus all humanity. In the
sacrifice of the lamb by Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, it was the shedding of the blood of the
lamb of the Old Testament that was the acceptable
sacrifice to God. At the Last Supper when Jesus
said of the bread and wine, "this is my Body and
this is my Blood" and specifically on the Cross,
Jesus became the Lamb and shed His Blood for
the salvation of the world and for the forgiveness
of the sin of Adam and Eve and of all humanity.
St. Augustine calls the Fall of Adam and Eve a
"Felix Culpa", a happy fault. And so, it was because
it brought Jesus into the world. In the Passion,
Death and Resurrection of Jesus salvation came to
Adam and Eve, to the world, to all humanity and
Jesus, in His Death, crushed the head of Satan.
As I said, Jesus fully completed the Law. He
was the final Sacrifice of the Hebrew religion. The
most interesting thing that we see in the finality of
that Death is this: the Fall of Adam and Eve came
about by the instrument of a TREE. The salvation
of all humanity came about by the instrument
of a TREE...THE WOOD OF THE CROSS....A
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TREE. The Old Testament rituals and religion are it commands in the Divine Liturgy of the Holy
now ended and a new age in Jesus begins.
Cross, "We bow to your Cross O Lord, and we
Having celebrated the Exaltation of the Holy glorify your Holy Resurrection".
Cross on the fourteenth of September, let us
remember the importance of this Feast and
Cross in our own salvation and honor that Cross
in our churches and our homes. Let us sing as

I

Hurricane Ida Relief

f you have been watching the
news lately then you are aware
that Hurrican IDA slammed
into the Louisiana coastland
with Category 4 winds, 16 yrs. to
the day that Hurricane Katrina hit.
Ida was larger and stronger than
Katrina having 140 MPH winds.
Charity is the 1st Principle of
the Knights of Columbus. We are
asking that Councils, Assemblies
and even individuals donate
towards the Florida State Disaster
Fund which will go directly to the
Disaster relief in the great state of
Louisiana. Many of the affected
are Brother Knights and they need our help. Please
donate what you are able to.
We have added a Louisiana Disaster button

on the website to accept donations. Please take a
moment and help those in need. Keep the families
of Louisiana in your prayers as they recover from
this storm.
To donate go the following
link Disaster Response click
on the Donate Today button and
select Disaster Relief- Hurrican
Ida. Blessed Michael McGivney
pray for those in the path of
Hurricane Ida!
Prayer to Blessed McGiveney
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Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
They had been discussing among themselves on
the way who was the greatest. Then he sat down,
called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the
servant of all.” (Gospel for Sept. 19, Mk 9:34-35)

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to watch the
“Leadership” episode of the Into the Breach video
series and use the study guide to reflect on what
true humility and service look like. Second, I
aturally, in every good undertaking challenge you to participate in the Faith in Action
— whether doing one’s job, helping Soccer Challenge or Free Throw Championship
another or playing a sport — we ought program.
to strive for excellence, for greatness.
But here, Jesus gives that thinking a twist: If we Questions for Reflection:
Do you seek personal glory at the expense of
want to be great in the kingdom of heaven, we
must embrace humility and become servants. others? Do you put your gifts at the service of God
We must not seek headlines, but rather give of and your neighbor, or do you use them primarily
ourselves for the sake of others, for the common to achieve praise and gain in this life? What is one
good. My brothers, let us forgo seeking earthly concrete act you can do to grow in humility and
glory in favor of being selfless “team players” in give of yourself to others?
building the kingdom of heaven.

N
J

eff Kotansky, a caddie at Bayonne, NJ
Golf Club, realizes what we take for
granted, the ability to walk, is denied by
millions around the world. He wants to
make a difference.
For 40 days following Labor Day, Jeff will
commit to caddy for 500 miles, carrying up to
40 lbs. of golf equipment, to create awareness
for kids who lack mobility.
In partnership with the Knights of Columbus
and the American Wheelchair Mission a 501(c)
(3) tax exempt organization with tax ID 264571639, Jeff's goal is to raise $150,000 to
purchase 1000 wheelchairs for children like
Azul.
Jeff is a member of the Knights of Columbus,
Council 13139, St. Peter Parish, Jupiter Fl. He
is a graduate of Mississippi State University
Professional Golf Management.
Along with PGM internships at: The Alotian
Club (AK), Olympia Fields (IL), and Butler

National (IL), his caddy career has taken him to
Bayonne Golf Club (NJ), Trump National (FL),
Calusa Pines (FL), and Old Palm (FL).
Since 2003, the Knights of Columbus have
delivered thousands of wheelchairs around the
world. Wheelchairs improve quality of life for
the whole family. Children can go to school,
adults can go to work, elderly can get out of bed.
One wheelchair can affect up to 10 lives.
100 % of your donation goes to kids
wheelchairs
Select the "Jeff's 500 Miles for Kids" campaign
and enter "Jupiter" or "your organization's name"
in the organization box on the form.
Donate HERE or Donate by Mail
Check Payable to:
American Wheelchair Mission
MEMO TO: "Jeff's 500 Miles for Kids"
2600 E. Seltice Way A-172
Post Falls, ID 83854
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Council Hosts Golf Scramble

E

spiritu Santo Assembly 2474 of Safety
Harbor will host its fifth annual charity
golf tournament to benefit the Gary
Sinise Foundation in support of a
severely disabled veteran.
The tournament will be held on Sunday, Oct.
17, at the East Lake Woodlands Country Club
North Course. Registration opens at 7:30 a.m.,
with a shotgun start at 9 a.m.
To date, the tournament has raised more than
$50,000 in donations to the foundation.
Registration for the tournament is $110 per
individual golfers, with an “Honor” Package
available for an additional $20 that allows entry
into various contests. Sponsorships that include
foursomes range from $500 to $1,000, with
additional sponsorships ranging from $100 to
$400.
The tournament benefits the recovery of Jay
Collins, who was wounded twice in Afghanistan
in 2007, and received two Purple Hearts, the
Bronze Star, and The Combat Infantryman's

Badge. He continued his service for two years
despite battling through severe back pain. He
underwent emergency back surgery in 2009, and
returned to the field. In 2014, Jay, along with his
team of doctors, moved forward with a decision to
amputate his left leg.
After rehabilitation, in the summer of 2014
Jay returned to active duty with the Office of
Special Warfare. Jay and his wife Layla have two
sons—Gabe and Colt. Jay hopes his new specially
adapted smart home will allow him to move freely
throughout his entire house, while improving the
quality of life for his family.
And true to form, Jay intends to continue
serving—this time focusing his service on those
in need.
Checks are payable to KofC Assembly 2474
and may be dropped off at the ELW Pro Shop.
For additional information, please contact cochairmen Mark Peterman (727) 403-5993, or
Gene Jaguga (727) 403-3261.
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Council Honors Veterans

K

nights of Columbus Our Lady of Hope
Assembly 2794 will host its third
Veterans Italian Dinner at the Father
Raymond O’Leary Community Hall
on Saturday, Nov. 6.
The Fourth Degree Assembly is working in
cooperation with Our Lady of Hope Council 8086,
with assistance from Sacred Heart Father Downey
Council 4934 and Church of the Epiphany
Council 12569. The dinner is set to begin at 6 p.m.
following the 5 p.m. Mass. In light of the ongoing
pandemic, take-out options will be available.
Tickets for the dinner cost $10, and will be
available beginning Oct. 16, from any Knight or at
the Parish Office during business hours. The point
of contact is DGK Dr. Ernie Jackson, 50chevy.
pickup@gmail.com.
The military-style dinner pays tribute to the
many local veterans and active duty military
personnel. The sold-out dinner attracted more than
300 parishioners and community members in both
2018 and 2019, but was not held last year due to
the pandemic.
Modeled after the military Dining-Out, a
ceremonial tradition in all branches of service, the
dinner is stepped in military history and customs,
combined with some good old-fashioned fun.
The after-dinner program includes guest speaks

and military skits, highlighted by a punch bowl
ceremony and toasts.
The special guests at the 2019 dinner were
U.S. Representative Michael Waltz, Florida’s 6th
Congressional District and a combat-decorated
Green Beret; retired Army Brigadier General
Ernie Audino, Waltz’s District Director; Lt. Col.
Rob Moyer, Army ROTC Commander; and Port
Orange Mayor Don Burnette.
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In Support of Special Olympics

T

he Daytona Coke Zero Sugar 400
NASCAR Cup Series race was a strong
testament to the ability of the Knights
of Columbus to collaborate with major
partners to support Special Olympics. The event
on Saturday, August 28, served as a prelude to
endeavors for the next year, leading up to the USA
Games in Orlando.
The Florida State Council sponsored this event
to raise money for Special Olympics Florida.
The event was organized by the Knights’
Special Olympics Chairman, Pete Chirarvalle,
and Denise Breneman, Development Manager
Northeast Region, Special Olympics Florida. The
“Daytona Team” worked with NASCAR Group
Sales Account Executive Nick Hepner to ensure
the events went smoothly. (It is worth noting
that Nick became a Brother Knight, sponsored by
Mark Lynn, joining specifically because of our
sponsorship of this event.)
The Daytona Team involved several Districts
and Councils planning, organizing and hosting the

race, as well as watch parties, for those who could
not attend the race in Daytona. A special thanks
goes out to all th DD 18 Harold Benner, DD67
Don Callo DD65 Rich Gallant and the late DD20
Terry Cassidy along with their Councils in helping
to organize this inaugural event with NASCAR.
A total of 140 Knights and friends bought tickets
through the promotion. In addition, three viewing
parties brought in another 100 people. Although
we are still tallying the final totals generated by
the race, the viewing parties will result in about
$3,000 to the local Special Olympics chapters.
Highlighting the opening ceremony and
demonstrating why the Florida Knights of
Columbus are committed to Special Olympics,
were remarks by Chris Nikic, a Special Olympian
and the first person with Down’s Syndrome to
participate in an Ironman Triathlon and the winner
of the Jimmy V Award for Perseverance at the 2021
Espy Awards and Best Athlete with a Disability in
Men’s Sports. Chris was an immediate hit with
the estimated 100,000 attending the race. In his
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remarks, Chris excited
everyone when he said
he plans to compete in
the 2022 USA Games
in Orlando, an event
which the Florida State
Council will be an active
participant.
The opening ceremony
also included a special
presentation by Florida
Knights of Columbus
State Deputy Robert
Urrutia, on behalf of the
State membership, of a
$110,000 check to Lori
Newcomb, Vice President
of Special Development.
The State Deputy thanked
NASCAR and Daytona
for their involvement in
the Knights’ support for Special Olympics. Ms.
Newcomb stressed the long partnership between
the Knights and Special Olympics since the
founding of Special Olympics in the 1960’s.
“I am excited about the State partnership
in support of Special Olympics Florida. The
Knights have a long history of supporting Special
Olympics,” said worthy State Deputy Rob. “The
event showcases the values of the Knights: Charity,
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. As this was my
first race at Daytona, I was really impressed with
the activities that took place. The biggest hit was
Special Olympian athlete Chris. Fresh off his
appearance and winning the ESPY award, he had
the crowd pumped when he was on the podium. He
received many requests to have his photo taken.
“I was speaking to event coordinator for
NASCAR, and I know they would like to do it
again,” Urrutia continued. “He even mentioned
the possibility to hold a Mass there as well.”
The event was very successful in showing the
ability for Florida Knights to come together to
support one of our premier charities. State leaders,
Brother Knights and the general public who joined
us were strong in their support.
“Special Olympics Florida is excited to have

two great organizations – the Florida Knights
of Columbus and the Daytona International
Speedway – working together to support our
organization,” said Newcomb.
Many knights made comments along these
lines:
“I was so proud to be a Knight when our State
Council presented a Check to Special Olympics
for $110,000!” said one of the Brother Knights
in attendance. “What stood out to me was fellow
Knights united and working together. I was proud
to be a Catholic man working with Catholic men
and our families! It was great working with Denise
Breneman and Special Olympics. Just wonderful
people!”
Because of the success of this event, planning
is underway to hold another event at the NASCAR
Homestead 400 in February 2022 at HomesteadMiami Speedway.
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Coke Zero Watch Party

C

ouncil 4999 of Palm Beach Gardens,
supported by council 12322 of North
Palm Beach, combined to host a joint
Watch Party of the Coke Zero Sugar
400 NASCAR Cup Series race to benefit the
Special Olympics.
Also joining in were Knights from two additional
Councils, for an attendance of more than 50 with
people of all ages. Hosts were Rob Wroblewski,
GK of Council 4999, and David Tabony, GK of
Council 12322, were the host Grand Knights.
Region 6 Administrator William Van Keuren
and District 67 Deputy Richard Gallant were also
in attendance. Each participant received a Knights
of Columbus Pit Crew t-shirt, along with all you
could eat hot dogs, hamburgers, French fries,
beverages and fixings.
The evening included a special 50/50 to benefit
the Special Olympics. Brother Bill Sodan donated
six mug-rugs (koozies), that his wife Tina hand
crafted special for this event.

The Big Winner of the Evening was Special
Olympics through the money raised and increased
awareness of the Orlando Special Olympics
scheduled for 2022. We look forward to holding
another event to Support all of our Local Special
Olympians very soon.
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Charity Begins at Home

ven before the COVID Recovery
Plan was implemented by
Supreme, DD20 SK Terry
Cassidy has been guiding his
district with the “Charity Begins at Home”
initiative, discussing many kinds of ways
to help our members and parishes to return,
recommit and recruit.
During Officer Business Meetings, DD
Cassidy has been encouraging his councils
to start with the council needs.
“We’ve had a lot of obstacles to
overcome with the pandemic,” Cassidy
said. “It may very well not be over and
recovery may be longer than we care to
believe. But charity begins at home, and
we need to consider the needs of our
brothers as well as our community.”
In a show of action, Cassidy led a team
of Knights up to 90 years old to clean
up the campus of Sacred Heart Church
and School. In a matter of three hours,
they cleaned all the fields of garbage and
some yard waste, including the large field
owned by the Redemptorist Fathers. They
also sprayed weed killer on the sidewalks
and removed garbage from Father Tom Burke
Memorial Hall.
Knights who shared their time and talent with
that project included Frank Russo, Rich Ross, Tim
Barry and Cassidy, along with Terry’s daughter
Erin Cassidy, age 14, a Freshman at Father Lopez
Catholic High School. You may have seen her
serving Mass at the State Organizational Meeting
in July in Orlando.
“Unfortunately, our brothers needed to take a
break from the heat and were not available for a
photo opportunity,” Cassidy said.
“Charity also means reaching out to our
brothers whether they are missing in action for a
month or for many years,” Cassidy said. “We need
to do a better job of keeping in touch with our
brothers whether they are active or not -- similar

to a big brother program. If we haven’t heard from
or seen them for some time, we should be making
a greater effort to find out how they are doing, if
they need help or maybe a ride to a meeting.
“We spend so much time doing for others we
often overlook our own,” Cassidy continued. “It
is not easy overcoming years, maybe decades, of
ambivalence to the needs of our own brothers. I
have been trying to change that mind set since
I became a District Deputy three years ago. As
we have implemented our “Leave No Neighbor
Behind” initiative and our new COVID Recovery
Program (CRP) from Supreme, let us not forget
that as we push to re-energize our charitable
activities that we need to ‘start at home!’”
District Deputy 20 Terry Cassidy passed away
shortly after submitting this article.
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Council Hosts Fifth Duck Derby

O

ur Lady of Hope Council 8086 will
return to the Port Orange City Center
Lake for its fifth annual Coastal Duck
Derby on Sunday, Sept. 26. The
drawing will be a highlight of that weekend’s Port
Orange Family Days.
With the 2020 Family Days cancelled due to
the pandemic, last year’s event was held indoors
when L.A. Fitness stepped up and offered the use
of its swimming pool.
The Council’s largest fund raiser pays $1,800
in prizes, ranging from $1,000 for first to $100 for
fourth. Despite last year’s late start and limited
outdoor sales, last year generated $5,370 in duck
sales and $4,500 in sponsorship, netting $8,070.
All funds raised will benefit Knights of Columbus
programs, including Coats for Kids, Pregnancy
Crisis Center, Community Youth Programs, and
Children with Disabilities.
The highlight of the Coastal Duck Derby is the
dropping of 1,500 plastic ducks in the small City
Center Lake. Knights on kayaks and paddle boats
retrieve the four winning ducks.
The past two years have been challenging due
to the cancellation of many of the events where
Knights have annually sold chances, including

many community events in Port Orange, Daytona
Beach and New Smyrna Beach.
PGK and Trustee SK Tim Mell came up with
the idea during his tenure as Grand Knight, and
continues to oversee the event. The event was
instrumental in 8086 earning Florida Division
3 Council of the Year plus Double-Star Council
honors the past two years.
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Councils Present Ultrasound

G

rand Knights from the five councils in
District 30 recently met at the Essential
Pregnancy Center in Palm Bay to
dedicate an ultrasound machine.
State Deputy Robert Urrutia, Father Martin
Fitzgerald, District 30 Deputy Larry Davis and
Brevard Laps for Life Chairperson Insurance
Agent John Barfield also participated in the
dedication.
The State Deputy presented a plaque
commemorating the event to the owners and staff
of the center.
Participating were Fr. Gabriel Council 3746,
Grand Knight Frank Meyer; Bishop Verot Council
5845, Grand Knight John Casey; St. Joseph
Council 7408, Grand Knight Michael Deschaine;
Our Lady of Grace Council 13243, Grand Knight
Danny Alvrado; and Msgr. Martin B. Power
Council 14573, Grand Knight Eddy Merlet.
Funds for the machine came from the District’s
Laps for Life event held in March, 2019.

I

Endowment For Seminarians

n 1998 Council 1768 established a
Seminarian Committee and a dedicated fund
to provide yearly support to seminarians
studying to become priests. Through
Council fund raising efforts, contributions of
fellow Knights, as well as bequests from estates
of departed members and donations from “The
Joe and Rose Herrmann Charitable Foundation”,
the council has grown the seminarian account
principal to $103,000.
In July 2021, The Catholic Foundation,
Diocese of St. Petersburg was given a gift of
$100,000 from the Knights of Columbus, San
Antonio Council 1768 to establish a perpetual
endowment fund named the “KOC San Antonio

Council 1768 Seminarian Support Fund”.
The first distribution of earnings will be
made in October 2022 after the fund has been
invested for a year. The Council will continue
providing support to two seminarians during
the endowment investment wait period. The
endowment fund will then provide funds to the
Council as needed in support of the Council’s
RSVP program. In addition, the Council and
Diocese will work together to identify needy
seminarians and to determine the level of support
each requires.
It is anticipated that the fund will continue to
grow, providing funds for seminarians well into
the future.
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Knights Provide Hurricane Ida Relief

I

n
the
immediate
aftermath of Hurricane
Ida, District Deputy #5
Matt French, received
word from an old friend in
Denham Springs, LA that
their neighborhood was
without water and power.
Denham Springs is a small
community east of Baton
Rouge, one that will likely
be among the last to have
utilities repaired.
Knights from Niceville
councils 7667 and 13527
immediately
gathered
relief supplies from a list of
community needs. Council
member Jim Reese parked
his trailer in front of Matt's restaurant and the
Knights dropped off water, baby wipes, sanitizing
wipes, hand sanitizer and tarps. Large coolers were
filled with ice. Jim fashioned an impromptu sign
on the side of the trailer and locals began arriving
with additional supplies.
At 3 p.m., just 36 hours after the email for help
went out, Jim and Matt left Niceville for Denham
Springs with an estimated 10,000 pounds of water
in addition to the other supplies.
Seven hours later, they arrived at the home of

Do you like to have your Council name called
out at the State Convention when they are giving
out Awards?
If so, then fill out the State Awards Forms and
submit them to the Program Chairmen and to
me.
You can find the forms on the State Website at
www.floridakofc.org under the services tab.
It is my job to ensure all reports have been
submitted for review to receive recognition

Amber and Luke LeBlanc. The entire neighborhood
rallied to unload all the supplies to distribute and
store them safely. Excess supplies were donated to
local churches for wider distribution.
Catholic Charities will have many more
opportunities to serve in recovery efforts for those
in Louisiana and Mississippi affected by the storm.
Please consider donating time, talent or treasure to
this worthy organization

for the work done by your Council during the
Fraternal Year 2021-2022!
Robert J. Dytkowski, FDD, PGK, PFN
AWARDS/FORMS Chairman
Florida State Council
My email is:
BOB.DYTKOWSKI@BELLSOUTH.NET
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GA Recruitment ad 2.qxp_GA Recruitment ad 2 1/25/21 3:35 PM Page 1

Lead a life of service
to your community
and Catholic families
in your community
Work for a company that aligns with your Catholic faith.
Learn more about becoming a Knights of Columbus
ﬁeld agent: kofc.org/careers

Brian J. Lawandus CFP®, ChFC®
General Agent -SW Florida
(844) 218-8355
LawandusAgencyMail@kofc.org
LIFE

DISABILITY INCOME

LONG-TERM CARE

RETIREMENT

LIFE

DISABILITY INCOME

LONG-TERM CARE

RETIREMENT
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Mass for Blessed McGiveney
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His Most Reverend Excellency
Bishop William Wack
Invites you to the
Evening of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and
The Marian Prayer
which will be followed
By
A Litany
of
Blessed Michael McGivney

Blessed Michael McGivney
1st Class Relic will be displayed
During Litany
Where: Basilica of St Michael The Archangel
19 N. Palafox St. Pensacola
When: September 24, 2021
Time:
6:30 P.M.
Knights and Families of the Pensacola-Tallahassee
Diocese are welcomed

Let us gather together to express our faith !
Event to be hosted by Knights of Columbus
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St. Joseph Icon - Coming soon to Your Council
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Inviting Parishioners to Events

B

efore you consider HOW to recruit,
you must address the question WHO to
recruit. You already know many eligible
Catholic men and know their families
would enjoy participating in Council Activities.
Identifying them is easier than you think.
Here are a few tips to help you identify future
leaders for your Council:
•
Ask the Pastors and Church Office
personnel for a list of families that will be
interested on learning more about the benefits of
being a Knights of Columbus.
•
Add all local Priests and Deacons who are
not Knights to the prospect list.
•
Consider ushers, parish council members,
choir members, lectors, men’s club, etc., as
prospects.
•
Welcome all new parishioners by inviting
them to learn about the benefits of being a Knights
of Columbus, have an open house or Fraternal
Benefits night
•
Recruit all 18-year-old Squires, and high
school graduates and future college students.
•
Consider all vendors who serve council as
potential members.
•
Add fathers, sons, nephews, cousins,
brothers-in-law, fathers-in-law, grandfathers,
grandsons the prospect list.
•
Order free copies of the Prospect Referral
Card
(#921)
(https://www.kofc.org/un/en/
resources/membership/921a-prospect-card.pdf)
from Supplies Online. Distribute copies of the
card to all members at the council meeting or in
the newsletter.
•
Ask that completed cards with names of
friends/acquaintances be returned to the Council's
membership director.
•
Advertise regularly in church bulletins,
local newspapers and social media inviting
Parishioners to participate in Council Activities.
•
Contact former members.
•
Use your imagination. Potential new
members are all around you!

Once you have your Prospect List, it’s important
to reach out to them and invite them to join.
•
Send a personal invitation (by mail, or
email ) each prospect and his family, personally
signed by the grand knight.
•
Contact each prospect within one week
of the mailing to arrange a home visit by the
membership committee or your recruitment team.
Phone Call
•
ASK THE PROSPECT TO JOIN. Assist
him in completing his Membership Document
(#100).
•
Inform him about the 12-Month Free
Online Membership Promotion by registering at
KofC.org/JoinUs
•
Ensure a prompt initiation. Inform the
candidate of dates for the Admission Committee
interview and the next Exemplification of Charity,
Unity and Fraternity.
Complete proposer duties:
•
Accompany your prospect to the
Admission Committee interview, Exemplification,
council meetings.
•
Make yourself available to be his mentor
(proposer) and assist him with any concerns.
•
Introduce the prospect and family to
council members.
•
See that the prospect is assigned to
committees/programs of interest.
And most importantly have fun. We are all
blessed by receiving the love of our Lord. We
are proud that our Founder Blessed Michael
McGivney will be soon the First American born
Priest to become be elevated to Sainthood. We are
Proud to be Catholic, to be American and to be a
Knight of Columbus.
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State Councils Support Silver Rose
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
•
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
Marketing Department
Information
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley
jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Districts
2020 Organizational
Meeting
Presentation
FSC20,29-30,62-69
Marketing Team
o
Weldon
Watkins
tuewowiii@hotmail.com
Districts
1-17, for
21 the Invocation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
How to Write
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
FSC Council PR Handbook
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual
meetings we are supplying you with fillable
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English
and Spanish. You will need to Download the
forms and save them on your computer prior
to filling them out.

Form 100 English
Form 100 Spanish
Form 4 English
Form 4 Spanish
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Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of your purchases
donated to Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on
your Amazon account
just click on this link
Amazonsmile that’s all
you have to do!

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a YouTube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

27

Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Robert S. Urrutia
Robert.A.Urrutia84@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Robert Kantor
frbob@stagnesnaples.org
STATE SECRETARY

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Joseph W. Coicou
jcoicoukofc@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottoconnor@gmail.com

INVOCATION

Publisher- Joseph R. De Stefano Destefano819@yahoo.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Regional PR Coordinators
Region 1 Bob Gualtieri rag130@outlook.com
Region 2 (Open)
Region 3 John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4 (Open)
Region 5 (Open)
Region 6 Armando Minutoli alminutoli46@gmail.com
Region 7 (Open)
Region 8 (Open)

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzoarodriguez@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache
ibacache@bellsouth.net

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Kris Elliot
kris.elliott@1980.usna.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

COLUMBIA

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Richard E. Dahn Jr.
rdahn32@gmail.com

Ed Sleyzak
esleyzak@outlook.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com
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