JANUARY 2021

Council 11680 Distributes
Winter Jackets

INVOCATION

O

Coats For Kids

ur Lady Queen of Peace Knights
of Columbus Council 11680
recently distributed some of
the 432 warm winter jackets
to disadvantaged, poor and homeless
children and youth in the West Pasco area
at the Msgr. Foynes Parish Hall while
maintaining health and social distancing
guidelines.
After a successful three-month Coats
for Kids Campaign, Knights of Columbus
Council 11680 raised over $7,400 from
160 local individuals and businesses which
was enough to purchase 432 warm winter
jackets. With the assistance of Our Lady
Queen of Peace St. Vincent de Paul Society,
these winter jackets were distributed over
several days, beginning December 5th, to
food depraved students at a local elementary

school, needy children of the OLQP parish,
and several social service agencies serving
disadvantaged, homeless and abused teens.
In addition, the St. Vincent de Paul Society
donated 200 hand knitted stocking caps that
were donated with the jackets.
Knight Pat Burroughs, Chair of the Coats
for Kids campaign, stated: “ The success
of this effort was due to the grace of God,
as evidenced by the donations of so many
people and businesses made under the most
challenging of conditions during the past
several months.” He also expressed sincere
appreciation to the Knights of Council
11680 for their hard work and prayers.
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Be More Committed
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

am sure that I can speak for everyone when I
say, “Christmas 2020 was unlike any we have
see before”. Many people gathered virtually
sharing stories and good cheer during the
Advent and Christmas Day Celebrations.
Others did have in-person gatherings albeit
with social distancing and face masks. But, just
like the old line in the movie “The Grinch Stole
Christmas” when the narrator says even though he
tried to “keep Christmas from coming”
It came none the less, it came without packages,
bells and whistles, it came and in many ways this
Christmas made us realize just how precious life
is and how fortunate we are to have families that
love us, a Church that cares for our spiritual needs
and an Order that protects us with insurance for
our families and a brotherhood of men willing
to defend our Catholic values and come to our
assistance, if we need it.
What a great feeling to have as we begin a
New Year, that we can survive, our Church will
survive, and our Order will be stronger and more
committed to the great programs and charitable
causes than ever before.

or take the degree of
Charity, Unity & Fraternity
within the same month in
which the application was
submitted.
•
Minimum number
of candidates is two (2) to
qualify for the drawing,
however, should any
member propose more
Deputy Scott A.
than
two
candidates State
O’Connor
in a single month, no
additional chances for the
drawing will be given. No carry overs from month
to month.
•
The State Deputy will draw the eligible
names from a hat, during the monthly online
meeting which takes place the 1st Saturday of the
month, following the month in which recruitment
occurred.
•
The first drawing for January recruits will
take place on the February monthly meeting. Prize
money will be mailed directly to the winner in the
form of a check.
•
There is no limit to the number of times
NEW MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE – BRING
IN TWO (2) NEW MEMBERS IN ANY GIVEN any member can qualify, each month the program
MONTH BETWEEN NOW AND JUNE 30, is in effect you can recruit two new members and
qualify for the drawing. No limit to how many
2021 AND YOU COULD WINN $500.
times you can win.
•
Starting January 1, 2021 any current
Good luck and Happy New Year.
member in good standing, who is resident of the
Florida Jurisdiction (Florida, The Bahamas or
St. Lucia) upon recruiting two (2) new members
within any of the months in which the program is
operating, will qualify for a monthly drawing for
$500.
•
Members who propose candidates will
need to register by marking the application of
the prospect or candidate with the proposer’s
membership number. Note: This is the only way
to qualify for the drawing.
•
Candidates must either join as E-Members
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Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

A

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

s we begin a new year, it’s fitting that
we do so, one week after marking
the birth of Jesus, by celebrating the
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. As
his mother and mother of all God’s children, she
willingly gave birth to Him in order to save all of
us from our sins.
By invoking her protection upon us, we do
so that we may be spared further harm from the
violence and pandemic that marked our previous
year, 2020. On that feast of Mary, the first reading
from the book of Numbers gives us a blessing for
new beginnings. The now-familiar blessing that
God gave Moses for the Israelites came as God’s
people were preparing to set out for the Promised
Land.
The journey to that land will mark the beginning
of a new life for the people. The wording of the
blessing includes the image of God’s face shining
on the people, lighting the way and scattering
the darkness. The blessing also speaks of their
enjoying God’s grace and favor, protecting them
from harm.
Finally, the blessing includes the gift of peace,
not the elusive peace of this world, but the lasting
peace that only God can give. Every new year is,
in a way, a new beginning, so this blessing is also
appropriate for us to ask God to light the way and
scatter the darkness, that we may enjoy his grace
and favor, protecting us from harm, and bestowing
on the world the gift of real peace.
As is customary, Pope Francis issues a new
message for peace at the beginning of the new year.
That message is addressed to all people of good
will, as well as to leaders in the various spheres of
religious, social, political, economic and cultural
life and in the media.
His special attentiveness to young people and
their concerns, and the need for us to listen to them
and appreciate them, is not merely something he
addresses on this one occasion. He tells us over
and over again that it is a primary duty for society
as a whole, for the sake of building a future of

justice and peace.
In communicating to
all people an appreciation
for the positive value of
life and of awakening in
them a desire to spend
their lives in the service of
the Good, he tells us that
this is a task that each and
every person of good will
must engage in personally. State Chaplain Monsignor
It’s a message that has Thomas Skindeleski
meaning for us as Knights
of Columbus – Catholic
gentlemen who are dedicated to unity in service to
the Church and the spread of works of the Gospel
through works of charity throughout those areas
we serve. As we look to the future with hope
and confidence at the beginning of a new year, it
would be helpful for us as Catholics and Knights
to take special note of some trends regarding the
spread of our faith (and Christianity, in general)
throughout the world.
While the secular media often portray
Christianity in an unfavorable light, there is much
good news about the spread of Christianity in
the world that we may not have heard about. For
instance, Christians account for almost one-third
of the world's population. Since 1910, the number
of Christians nearly quadrupled, from about 600
million to more than 2 billion. Christians are the
world's largest religious group. But what’s truly
noteworthy is the major shift in areas where
Christians are found.
In 1910, about two-thirds of the world's
Christians lived in Europe. A little more than
a century later, about 25% of Christians live
in Europe; more than a third are found in the
Americas, and about a quarter, live in sub-Saharan
Africa; the Asia-Pacific region accounts for 12%.
Taking Europe and the Americas together, these
two still make up a majority of Christians, about
60%. But that’s a notable decline from the 1910
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level of 93%. In both of these regions the numbers
of Christians have dropped. In 1910, 95% of
Europe's population was Christian, but now, it’s
less than 75%; in the Americas over the same
period, it went from 96% to 80%. This decline
contrasts with the dramatic change in sub-Saharan
Africa. In 1910, only 9% were Christians, but a
century later the Christian faith had exploded,
making up 63% of the population. Thank God,
the Knights are beginning to export our order to
Africa, and already have been working in and
increasing in numbers in Asia.
There are well over 1.1 billion Catholics
worldwide. This means we account for half
of the global Christian population. Observers,
commenting on these shifts to the Global South,
have noted the rapid growth of Christians in
Africa and China will likely continue, with
significant implications for Christianity, in
general, and Catholicism, in particular. As Knights
of Columbus and promoters and defenders of the

Catholic Faith, we will have an increased role in
manifesting the good works begun through the
example of our founder, Blessed Father Michael
McGivney.
As we begin this new year and contemplate
those implications, we look to Mary, the Mother
of God, and her spouse, Saint Joseph, to whom we
dedicate this year in our Order. The Gospel of St.
Luke tells us that Mary treasured all those things
that happened after the birth of Jesus and reflected
on them in her heart. When we reflect on Christ’s
birth, the most fitting response for us is that of
the shepherds described in the Gospel, namely,”
they returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen.” That is the reason why
Christianity is continuing to spread throughout
the world two thousand years after Christ’s birth,
because the only possible response for those who
understand the significance of these events is to
put faith in God and give Him praise and glory by
our lives. Vivat Jesus!

Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on
entering the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother. They prostrated themselves and did
him homage. Then they opened their treasures and
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
(Gospel for Jan. 3, Mt 2:10-11)

I

t’s quite a magnificent scene: Intellectuals
from a faraway land, not even of the Jewish
faith, travel to pay homage to the newborn
king. Their gifts acknowledge the child’s
kingship and foreshadow the sacrifice he was
to make. They are also a sign of what a gift this
newborn king is to the entire world. We must
also recognize every child as a gift to the world,
created in the image of God himself. May we
recommit ourselves with renewed vigor to protect
and cherish the life and dignity of every human
person.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:
I challenge you to take a concrete, tangible
action to support the cause for life in your
community, by donating money or supplies to a
pregnancy resource center, praying outside an
abortion facility or joining your parish’s pro-life
group. Second, I challenge you to participate
with your brother Knights in the Faith in Action
Novena for Life program or, if possible, the March
for Life program.
Questions for Reflection:

Do you see the image of God in every child, in
every person, or do you sometimes look at others
as objects to be used? What does taking action
to defend life show you about how individuals
can impact the world? What more can you do to
support the cause for life, whether the contribution
is great or small or consists of prayer or works?
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The Basis of Our Faith
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

n January 6th, the Eastern Church
celebrated the Baptism of Jesus in
the Jordan River. This Feast is most
significant because, for the first time,
we see fully presented to us the Triune God,
Father, Son and Spirit. But we also see one of the
Sacraments or Mysteries as they are called in the
Eastern Church. We see Jesus being baptized by St.
John. In the Eastern Church St. John is depicted in
icons with wings and called the "Angel of God".
What I would like to do is to present an Eastern
view of the Seven Sacraments or Mysteries. In the
early days of Christianity, the Christian was to live
a completely sanctified life. The Greeks called this
life theosis...becoming more and more God-like.
St. Paul said we are "all Gods". And he also said, "I
live now not my own life but with the life of Christ
who lives in me". The more we pattern ourselves
on the Divine Model, the more we become like
God. Living the Sacraments/Mysteries completely
is the Divine Model that leads us to sanctity and
Eternal Life. These Mysteries of transformation
are channels of Grace and so mysterious that,
again, the Eastern Church calls them mysteries.
It is through these Mysteries that the Holy Spirit
communicates and pours into the "people of God",
God's energies making them "partakers of the
Divine Nature".
So, we take first the Mystery of Baptism
which wipes away the sin of Adam and Eve and
incorporates us into the "body of Christ" and
makes us members of His Church called Catholic.
The question becomes did Jesus create these
Seven Mysteries from thin air or did He have a
basis for them. The answer is He had a basis for
them. Jesus was a Hebrew. He built His kingdom on
Jewish foundations. When He instituted the Seven
Mysteries, He took practices already familiar to the
people and made them into infallible instruments
of Divine Grace to fulfill our Christian needs.
In the Hebrew Ritual there was the "Jewish ritual
bath" which was a mere symbol of moral change.

Jesus took this ritual and
made it a tremendous
power of spirituality
regenerating His people
through water and the
Holy Spirit, making them
sons and daughters of
God. The age-old ritual
of healing and blessing,
the imposition of hands,
Jesus remade into the Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
instrument of actually
imparting the Holy Spirit.
Baptism is alive. It
imparts the Holy Spirit Who dwells within us
and directs or spirituality and our ministry. In
the Eastern baptismal ritual, the priest asks the
question three times, "Do you renounce Satan".
The answer is "I do renounce him. Then the priest
asks the question three times, "Do you believe in
Jesus Christ". The answer is "I do believe. We now
have renounced Satan and accepted Jesus who
imparts at the moment of baptism the Holy Spirit
as He did for His Apostles at Pentecost.
Again, Baptism is alive. The Holy Spirit is
alive in us. It is important that we examine those
baptismal vows we took on a regular basis so that
we can be assured the Holy Spirit is alive in us and
in our ministry. Baptism is the basis of our faith
in Jesus and the ultimate realization of the call to
ministry in our daily lives. Our transformation is
key in our baptism. As St. Paul says, we become
God-like. We must say of ourselves as St. Paul said
of himself, "I live now not my own life but with
the life of Christ who lives in me". Next month we
will take up another Mystery.
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Member Suspension Memorandum

S

uspensions for failure to pay council
dues should be the last resort in the
retention process. Each council should
have a retention committee the minimum
consisting of a team led by the Deputy Grand
Knight, and including the council trustees
(not including the Grand Knight or Financial
Secretary).
A well-run council stays on top of collection
of dues and does not allow outstanding dues to
pile up from previous fraternal years. The list of
council members with dues in arrears should be
created by the Financial Secretary and provided
to the Retention Committee early in the fraternal
year. The Retention Committee should then divide
up the list of brother Knights in arrears, initially
based on who has the best relationship with a
particular brother Knight. The Knight’s sponsor
should be solicited to contact the delinquent
Knight. The remainder of the list should then be
divided among the other committee members.
The preferred method of contact with a brother
Knight is either in person or by phone. All too
often committee members are relying on email
or text message as their initial and sometimes
only method of attempted contact. Email or
text message is simply too impersonal to be an
effective method of communication, particularly
if this is the first time that a Knight has heard from
the council in years.
The Grand Knight should require the members
of the Retention Committee to detail their efforts
to contact members in arrears on their dues on
the Retention Committee Report. Periodically
during the retention process, a copy of this Report
should be provided by the Deputy Grand Knight
to the Grand Knight and District Deputy. It is up
to the Grand Knight in the first instance and the
District Deputy thereafter, to evaluate the quality
and sufficiency of the contacts to ensure that the
committee has made every effort to communicate
with the estranged Knights to encourage them to
become active again in council activities and pay

their dues. If the Grand
Knight or the District
Deputy should determine
that the contact efforts
are insufficient, it is
incumbent upon them to
initially ask the Retention
committee to go back and
perform a quality series of
contacts. Thereafter, they State Advocate
should personally attempt Robert Rasch
to contact all members
in arrears.   If a financial
hardship is the reason the
Knight gives for not staying current in his dues,
the Grand Knight is encouraged to waive the back
dues in exchange for a promise from the Knight to
again become active in council activities.
The Financial Secretary’s involvement in the
retention process may include making contact
with members in arrears, but that is not his primary
responsibility. His responsibility is to send out
dues reminders and develop Forms 1845 Intent to
Suspend for members who have not been found or
refused to pay dues. That being said, no Financial
Secretary should send any Form 1845 to Supreme
without the approval of the Grand Knight, and that
approval should not be given until both the Grand
Knight and the District Deputy have attempted to
contact these delinquent members.
The Florida State Council does not prohibit
councils from sending Supreme Council Form
1845s for suspension of members. The State
Council does require the Grand Knight and District
Deputy to ensure that every effort has been made
to encourage brother Knights in arrears on their
dues to again become active in the Council and
become current on their dues.
The State Council also is responsible for
monitoring the retention process and assuring that
all subordinate councils follow proper procedures
and guidelines as issued by the Supreme Council.
The State Council encourages each Grand Knight
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to take into consideration the financial difficulties
that individual brother Knights may face due to
either the pandemic, hurricanes, or other calamities
or health issues.
No brother Knight who has been in the K of
C for many years, is elderly or is disabled should
be suspended (Supreme has a methodology for
waiving dues for the disabled brother Knights).
Neither should a deacon ever be suspended for
failure to pay dues.
Due to the pandemic, the Supreme Council has
waived per capita for all councils for the 20202021 fraternal years. The State Council requests
Grand Knights to consider not suspending any
brother Knights during this fraternal year in light
of the financial difficulties that many brother
Knights are currently facing but is not a mandate.

No Financial Secretary should be sending
Form 1845s to Supreme without the Grand
Knight’s approval. The State Council will hold
the Grand Knight and District Deputy responsible
for ensuring that the above retention procedures
are implemented and followed.
Remember suspensions not only affect the
individual member suspended, but also affect his
family and their wellbeing. We have a duty and
an obligation to make sure that every member
is treated fairly and given every opportunity to
remain a Knight in good standing. Retention,
when done correctly and efficiently will assure
that the council will operate efficiently and be in a
position to provide quality programs and services
to its Parish and Community and will see that
every member feels included.

Council 1895 Holds Santa’s Yard Sale

T

he Knights of Council 1895, the Basilica of were able to persuade Santa to be in attendance.
St. Paul in Daytona Beach, recently hosted
They also had their own table with information
a Santa’s Yard Sale to benefit the church about the Knights of Columbus to assist with
and parish school.
council recruiting.
The sale took place on Saturday, Dec. 5, in the
North Parking Lot at the Basilica. The Knights
helped out by providing the labor to move many
of the donated articles from storage to the parking
lot and assisting with the sales.
Using the proceeds from the sale, the Knights
presented a check to the St Paul's School for two
Chromebooks for the students. Of course, they
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Opportunities in the Financial Industry

A

re you frustrated with your current
occupation? Considering if a change
would be in your best interest? Many
financial advisors first worked in
a different profession. They came from sales,
banking, marketing, service, management,
teaching, and a myriad of other fields.
Many came because they wanted more income
potential; others because they wanted more
schedule flexibility, more challenge, greater
advancement opportunities, more independence
or more satisfaction doing something they felt
made a personal impact on others.
Is the profession really about sales or effectively
interacting with others? A little of both - the job
requires a counseling/teaching skill as well as
the ability to convince people to implement a
recommendation. A lot of people procrastinate
when it comes to financial issues - sometimes
hesitating to save enough money or protecting
their loved ones with adequate insurance. Helping

clients do what is in their best interest can be very
rewarding for both parties.
Should you consider an opportunity in the
financial industry? If you care about people, like the
opportunity to continually learn, and are motivated
to build your own future, this profession may be for
you. Why not find out? Ask for our introductory
career information, review our training program
and learn about our dynamic office. Then you can
decide if you should investigate further.
Send an email expressing an interest in our
introductory information. You may have a lot to
gain.
Brian J. Lawandus
Knights of Columbus
6151 Lake Osprey Drive
Suite 300
Sarasota, FL 34240
844-218-8355 Office
813-380-6729 Cell
brian.lawandus@kofc.org

Line to See Jesus highlights District 66 activities
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Council Wins Softball Championship

A

second chance was all that the Knights
of Columbus Council 8086-sponsored
team needed in the Port Orange Parks
and Recreation Winter Men’s Softball
League championship.
After seemingly ending their season with a
loss to ABC Supply, the Knights got another
opportunity when that team was disqualified from
the tournament for using a “ringer” in the two final
games.
With the second change, Knights came back to
win the Silver Division championship with a 24-9
victory over the Dog House in a game halted after
four innings.
“It was a great game for us,” said Brother
Knight Bob Murray, coach of the Knights 8086
squad. “We played very well, beating a good
team. We played loose and had fun. We started
strong and did not let up. We enjoyed each other’s
company, and the presence of a nice contingent of
fans made a big difference for us.”
Felix “El Gato” Mendez hit for the cycle with
seven RBI – including a grand slam home run –
while John Covitt and J.P. Dean had three hits,
and Deacon Mike Rosolino, Joel Peterson, Chris

Colaluca, Joe Rosso, Richie Smatt and Mike
Miglioranzi each had two hits.
On the downside, Tony Manzolillo left the
game early and was taken to a nearby emergency
room due to a dislocated shoulder.
After a short break, the Knights of Council
8086 will resume play in the Port Orange Parks
and Recreation Spring Men’s Softball League.
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Council Provides Toys for Kids

K

nights
from
Council
13300,
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Wildwood,
Florida, banded together to assist
Brother Joey Hidock in supporting a
collection of toys to help Orlando Health Arnold
Palmer Hospital for Children. This collection was
to replace his “Putting on Smiles” program with
the seriously ill children, but was put on hold due
to COVID.
Joey explained his goals at the Council’s
November meeting, and Brother Knights jumped
in to expand his efforts. Brother Jim LoBue
contacted Brother David Suleiman, restaurateur of
Havana and Lopez County Clubs and Milano’s in

W

ith the continued threat of COVID,
Council 13300 was limited to what
they felt would be a safe way to
collect money for our local food pantry and soup
kitchen.
Putting heads together, our Brothers, led
by Jon Hoscheit, came up with a way to hold
a “Virtual Raffle” which met virus guidelines
and prevented contact with individuals. The
plan was to sell 100 tickets for $100 each, with
the first place winner receiving $4,000 and 7
additional winners splitting $1,000; leaving a
profit of $5,000.

Ocala, and together they began to collect both Toys
and Cash donations at his three establishments.
Notices also went to all Council Brothers. It was
an amazing boost to the collections.
On December 7, 2020 a caravan of several
cars driven by our Brothers delivered over 430
toys, valued at $5,200, to the hospital. The cash
donations, amounting to over $4,500 were used to
purchase toys for the older age groups, and once
the toys for the hospital were satisfied, donations
were made to the United Marine Corp’s Toys for
Tots; the Sumter County District School’s Adopt
a Family Program; and Kid’s Central Inc. What a
way to keep Christ in Christmas!
All tickets were sold, and on December 18,
2020, the winning tickets were drawn from
a rotating drum by our parishes music group
“Amazing Grace Notes”. This event was held
utilizing a Zoom meeting where 66 people
joined the event online.
On December 28, 2020, our Grand Knight,
Gary Quinn, presented $2,500 checks to both
the Wildwood Soup Kitchen and Our Mother of
Mercy Food Pantry. Both of these operations are
coordinated by our St. Vincent de Paul parish in
Wildwood, Florida, and support the many needy
families in the local community.
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Fundraiser Sets New Record

C

ouncil 8589 Basilica of Saint Michael
the Archangel, Pensacola’s Baby
Bottle fund raiser for Pregnancy
Support sets 7th Year RECORD!
Presenting a check for $4,017.57 to the
Alpha Center of Pensacola’s, a local pregnancy
resource center. Treasurer Carol Mumnari, is
the Very Reverend Father Joseph Callipare,
Rector and Pastor of Saint Michaels and Council
Officer and Chairman of the Baby Bottle Drive,
James Lee, along with Deacon Stephen Wulf
after the December 13th, 2020 Mass at Saint
Michaels Basilica 19 North Palafox Street,
Pensacola, Florida
This year’s donation exemplifying the Parish
and Councils commitment to Charity as we
pray for the sanctity of human life in all stages.

Gift Bags for Veterans’ Homes
Members of the Father Hoge Assembly
1547 of the Knights of Columbus donated
gift bags to brighten the Christmas holiday
for veterans in two local nursing homes.
The Knights Assembly members donated
to quarantined veterans many personal
items, towels and wash clothes, clothing,
Christmas treats, books, movies, games
and more following after a major principle
of the Knights – Patriotism. Jerry Obino,
Assembly Faithful Navigator said that the
pandemic has resulted in fewer visitors to
these facilities and initiated this campaign to
show our veterans that they are not forgotten.
He added that this is to become an annual
Assembly activity in hopes to collect much
more and distribute to more veterans homes
in the area.
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A Name With Marvelous Implications

T

By Council 14084 Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso, Jr

he month of January is dedicated to
the Holy Name of Jesus. As a young
boy growing up in the old ethnic
neighborhoods of the Bronx and Mt.
Vernon, New York, I often wondered why so many
guys were named Jesus.
I recently read that Christ's name was chosen in
heaven, and the Angel Gabriel announced it when
he informed the Blessed Virgin of the incarnation:
"Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and
shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus." Many consider “Jesus” to be the sweetest
of all names and that he who calls Jesus his friend
can be assured that this friend is the most devoted
and unselfish of all.
Allow me a few thoughts about Jesus, most of
which is common knowledge. Jesus, also referred
to as Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus Christ, was a first
century Jewish preacher and religious leader. He
is the central figure of Christianity, the world's
largest religion. Most Christians believe he is
the incarnation of God the Son and the awaited
Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament.
Jesus was a Galilean Jew, who was baptized
by John the Baptist and began his own ministry.
He preached orally and was often referred to as
"rabbi". Jesus debated with fellow Jews on how
to best follow God, engaged in healings, taught in
parables and gathered followers. He was arrested
and tried by the Jewish authorities, turned over to
the Roman government, and crucified on the order
of Pontius Pilate, the Roman prefect. After his
death, he rose from the dead, and the community
His followers formed eventually became the early
Church.
Christian doctrines include the beliefs that Jesus
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, was born of a
virgin named Mary, performed miracles, founded
the Christian Church, died by crucifixion as a
sacrifice to achieve atonement for sin, rose from
the dead, and ascended into Heaven, from where

he will return. Christians believe Jesus enables
people to be reconciled to God. The great majority
of Christians worship Jesus as the incarnation of
God the Son, the second of three persons of the
Trinity. The birth of Jesus is celebrated annually
on December 25 as Christmas.  His crucifixion is
honored on Good Friday and his resurrection on
Easter Sunday.
Significantly, Jesus is also revered outside of
Christianity. In Islam, Jesus is considered one
of God's important prophets and the Messiah.
Muslims believe Jesus was born of a virgin but
was neither God nor a begotten God. The Quran
states that Jesus never claimed divinity. Muslims
do not believe that he was killed or crucified, but
that he was physically raised into Heaven by God.
In contrast, Judaism rejects the belief that Jesus
was the awaited Messiah, arguing that he did
not fulfill Messianic prophecies, and was neither
divine nor resurrected.
In Jesus’ name we may pray to the Father with
assurance of being heard. In His name the Church
administers all her sacraments. In His name she
offers all her prayers and blesses homes, the fields,
and the sick. In the name of Jesus, she casts out
evil spirits. She assures us that whoever shall call
upon this name will be saved. When our soul
has departed this life to seek its eternal home, the
Church asks in the name of Jesus, "Eternal rest
give unto him, O Lord."
Jesus is a name that has marvelous implications,
for it means "savior." The very name bespeaks the
magnitude of His mission, His infinite love, a love
that will cause Him to offer Himself up for us. A
comforting thought this evening as we begin a
new year with anxiety but filled none-the-less with
hope and contemplate our own faults or failings
with the full knowledge that ours is a forgiving
God who gave His son to ensure a chance for all
of us to enter the gates of Heaven.
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Thoughts on leadership
On the eve of the Iraq war, in 2003, Prime
Minister Tony Blair of Britain addressed a joint
session of Congress about America's foreign
policy mission: ''In some small corner of this vast
country, out in Nevada or Idaho or these places
I've never been to but always wanted to go,''
said Blair, ''there's a guy getting on with his life,
perfectly happy, minding his own business, saying
to you, the political leaders of this country, 'Why
me, and why us, and why America?' And the only
answer is, “Because destiny put you in this place
in history, in this moment in time, and the task is
yours to do.''
I chose to read you this quote, because in a
similar way, all of you at this point in your lives
and whether you know it not, are being prepared
to accept a leadership role in our society. And so
tonight I will talk about leadership.
Leadership is of an individual, group or
organization to "lead", influence or guide other
individuals, teams, or entire organizations to
accomplish assigned missions and tasks. U.S.
academic environments define leadership as "a
process of social influence in which a person
can enlist the aid and support of others in the
accomplishment of a common task".
Most of the lessons I learned about leadership
are from others who modeled it. I learned the
principles in my military education and practiced
them in the course of my time as a soldier
and defense contractor. But to be certain, my
philosophy of leadership was shaped by observing
others, borrowing from them over time. Like so
much else in life, we learn from others.
Many of today’s political, military, and business
leaders, it seems to me, have much to learn based
on the performance I have seen from them.
For example, the so-called leaders who coddle
anarchists and criminals frequently engage in
what was famously called “leading from behind”,
the most curious and inglorious characterization
of leadership I have come across. Leading from
behind is what cowardly agitators do. It requires
no courage, just a desire to encourage wrongful
acts by others.

What is more disturbing to me than the lack
of leadership we see in those who have been
chosen in a democratic process to keep law and
order, administer the government, and indeed,
“preserve, protect, and defend” the Constitution,
is the complete lack of wisdom in choosing them.
A mistake people often make is not looking at the
actual experience and ability of people they choose
to lead. To be sure, it is a difficult thing to do. It is
very time-consuming. But for the discerning eye,
you can observe who shows proper leadership
traits. Here are some that I have used as a leader,
that I would like to share with you.
Be what you say you are and do what you
say you will: This is self-evident. Do not be a
hypocrite and fail to live up to the standards you
expect of others. Moreover, keep the promises you
make and the oaths you take.
When in charge, be in charge: Again, the point
should be clear. Do not expect others to do what is
inherently your responsibility. You see this often
as leaders call for “commissions” or “consensusmaking” on matters that have clear courses of
action. What is lacking is the courage of a leader
to take that action.
All mistakes are my mistakes: I learned early
in my career that “owning” mistakes, not blaming
others for them, is a leadership strength. Moreover,
leaders who do this reap the benefits. First, in
demonstrating a willingness to underwrite mistakes
by subordinates that are made in good faith, the
leader will inspire his team to better performance.
Second, this demonstrates to everyone that the
leader understands “the buck stops here”, not
blaming others for the organizational performance.
Be a fire stroker, not a fire stomper: In any
organization, large are small, a leader must focus
on sustaining what is working well and fixing
what is not. Disengaged leaders wind up as fire
“stompers”, darting here and there from crisis to
crisis. The key to success is to have a system that
allows the leader to focus on keeping the good
“fires” of their organization properly “stoked” and
burning at the levels they should be.
Know your status and be ready to do
what must be done: I frequently reminded
my subordinate leaders that they had to have
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situational awareness concerning the ability of their
organization to perform their duty immediately.
The military, first responders, and critical services
come to mind. This relates to the “fire stoking”
idea. In both cases leaders must have the systems
in place to know their status.
You get more of what you reinforce: If you
have high standards, your organization will be
one of high standards. If you tolerate low ones,
you will be a failure. You need only look at the
coddling of anarchists for weeks on end by the
mayor of Seattle to see this at work. Tolerating
the intolerable produces more that is intolerable. It
becomes a self-licking ice cream cone.
Bad news does not get better with age: Bad
news is not like wine. It does not get better with
age. Delaying “bad news” reports for fear of
political repercussions makes those repercussions
worse. Besides, no matter how hard you try, you
cannot make manure smell sweet. I am amazed by
leaders who do this, repeatedly.
See things as they are, not as you wish them to
be: Self-delusion, never a good thing, is certainly
not a virtue in any area of leadership. Leaders who
fail to do this are destined for failure.

Strength does not come from physical capacity.
It comes from an indomitable will.
"Confidence sells - people believe in those who
believe in themselves. No one wants to be stuck
in a room with other people who feel like they do
not deserve to be there. Stop wondering if you are
good enough. Know you are and start acting like
it."
No matter what sort of adversity or challenge
you might face, you can always believe that, with
hope, it can be conquered, and in the end, you will
be stronger for it.
If, in 10 years, you were to look back at your
actions of today, what would you change? Always
be asking yourself in terms of your goals and how
you want to live."
There is much that can be said about leaders
and leadership, but I hope tonight, I have given
you a few points to think about as you continue to
grow and pursue your life goals. God bless you
all.
God Bless!

We should all inspect the people we choose as
leaders. You may not agree with them on every
detail. You may not like their persona. But if
they exhibit these leadership traits, things will be
better. I know because I borrowed most of these
principles from others.
As you develop as leaders you may discover as
I have no less than six essential qualities that are
the key to success: Sincerity, personal integrity,
humility, courtesy, wisdom, and charity.
I will leave you with a few points to remember:
Optimism is a source of inspiration, of vitality
and hope. Where others have resigned; it enables
a man to hold his head high, to claim the future for
himself and not to abandon it to his enemy.
Hard work pays off. If you want to be good,
you must practice, practice, practice. If you do not
love something, then do not do it.
A good leader inspires others with confidence in
him; a great leader inspires them with confidence
in themselves.
INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

15

INVOCATION

Updates to Safe Environment Program

P

lease notify all district deputies and
grand knights in your jurisdiction of the
following critical changes that need to be
made immediately:
Email addresses mandatory for all members
holding safe environment roles (grand knight,
program, family and community directors, and all
squires' counselors)
Email addresses will be mandatory for every
member to retain access to, and be counted
towards, a council’s safe environment compliance
for Fraternal Year End 2020-21Please have your
district deputies and grand knights check the Safe
Environment Member Status Report in Officers
Online and reach out to any members who don’t
have an email listed and assist them in adding a
valid email address, unique, and personal to him,
to his membership profile with the Knights of
Columbus.
PLEASE NOTE: generic emails will no longer
work, e.g., gkcouncil1@gmail.com will no
longer work; personal emails are required as user
ids to ensure that members retain full credit for
completing their training and background checks
Grand knights barred from holding all 4 roles
Councils in which a grand knight also holds the
program, community, and family director roles
will NOT be considered compliant with the
Knights of Columbus safe environment program.
This practice has never met the standard of having
at least 2 fully compliant members at all events
where youth or other vulnerable persons may be
present. This standard is in effect for the current
2020-21 Fraternal Year
Grand knights of councils who fall into this
category must appoint AT LEAST one more
member into either the program, community, or
family director role immediately in order for their
council to become compliant.
Examples and illustrations
1 - A council’s community director has no
computer, and he completed his safe environment

training using the hard copy self-study guide. With
the new requirement that all members holding safe
environment roles must have a personal email,
what happens to members in these roles who
don’t have computers? If this member completed
the training via the self-study guide, and sent in
the acknowledgement form, it’s recorded in the
Office of Youth Protection. We understand that
some of our members don’t have computers, but
can still have a personal email created for them
so that the training and background check records
will be retained in the new system perhaps a
son or daughter can help? It’s possible to use a
smart phone or tablet to access the internet. Such
members can also visit the library in their town
to access the internet to set up a personal email
Maybe a brother Knight can help. As requirements
are valid for 3 years, we want members to continue
to show as compliant for that timeframe
2 - Must a council fill all 4 required positions
(grand knight, program, family, and community
director) with different council members or are
two members permitted to each hold 2 positions?
For example, would a council be compliant if a
compliant grand knight also held the program
director position and another fully compliant
member held the community and family director
positions? Some councils are small and find it
difficult to find 4 members to fill the 4 positions.
•
For this fraternal year 2020-21 ONLY,
having 2 different members appointed into the 4
required roles of grand knight, program, family,
and community director roles will be allowed –
but ONLY for the remainder of this fraternal year
(June 30, 2021)
•
If the grand knight is also going to hold
a director role, it should be either the family or
community director role (but not both) so that
there will then be 2 fully trained and background
checked members in each council.
•
It is common that a council’s deputy grand
knight also serves as the program director
3 - The Order’s safe environment standard is
for 2 fully compliant members to be at all events
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where youth and other vulnerable persons may
be present. Do both members have to have the
training and background check or is it permitted to
have one with training and one with training and
background check?
•
At a MINIMUM, there must be at least
2 trained members, at least 1 of whom has also
been background checked, present at all events
where minors or other vulnerable persons may be
present.
•
The Order’s expectation is that, over time,
more and more members will have served in key
leadership roles that include background checks
and training, and that there will be more than two
fully trained and background checked members at
events, programs, and activities where minors and
other vulnerable persons may be present
4 - What is a valid email address for the
positions requiring safe environment training?
Some members wish to have an email for K of
C business and a separate one for their personal
business. What are some examples of valid email
addresses? Does the email address have to be the
same as what the member has in his membership
profile?
•
The member management system only
holds 1 email
•
A member may create one that can then be
used for all of his K of C business, but instead of
gkcouncil1@gmail.com which is associated with
the council ROLE of grand knight, one should

be created like johnj.doe@gmail.com to ensure
that the member’s training and background check
credentials remain with HIM for 3 years, not with
the grand knight ROLE
5 - Here is some basic information on how to
set up a personal email: https://support.google.
com/mail/answer/56256?hl=en
Please note, the examples below are for
illustration purposes only and do not constitute
an endorsement or requirement by the Knights
of Columbus for its members to use any of these
companies when setting up their personal email;
members are free to select any company they wish.
•
Google: https://accounts.google.com/
SignUp
•
Microsoft: https://signup.live.com/signup
•
Apple: https://www.icloud.com
All questions and concerns regarding these
updated safe environment program requirements
should be directed to the Office of Youth Protection
at either oyp@kofc.org or 203.752.4558.
Fraternally,
Office of Youth Protection
Member
Helpline203.800.4940
(p)
855.845.3502 (fax) youthleader@kofc.org
Office of Youth Protection203.752.4458 (p)
855.845.3502 (fax) oyp@kofc.org
PO Box 1670 New Haven, CT 06507-9982

On December 17th Supreme had a Webinar
on the New Guidelines for Council Meetings.
If you missed the Webinar you can view it by
clicking the link below. They presented new
Guidelines for both the Membership meeting as
well as the Officers planning meetings. To view
and print the Agenda and Scripts please see the
information below.
New Guidelines for Council Meetings
Council Meeting Agenda and Script
Officers Meeting Agenda
Protocol Booklet #1612
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NEW 2021 MEMBERSHIP
INCENTIVE PROGRAM
”It’s as simple as ABC - 123”
Complete Rules for the 2021 Membership Incentive:

1. Membership Recruitment Incentive is open to any registered member (in good standing) who is
part of the Florida Jurisdiction. That is, he is either an E-Member or local council member of
Florida, The Bahamas or St. Lucia.
2. Recruit two (2) new members during a month in which the incentive is active. The incentive will
run month to month, prospect applications must be completely filled out either on-line or by
paper form that is postmarked within the month in which the candidate became a member.
Additional recruited members do not carry over to another month. The minimum for inclusion
in the drawing is two members.
3. Make sure your member number is on the candidates application form. Qualification for the
drawing is based entirely on your membership number being included on the prospects application. Applications must be submitted and received by the Supreme Council prior to the month
ending in which the prospect (candidate) becomes a member.
4. Candidate must join as E-Member or take the degree of Charity, Unity & Fraternity in the month
in which you proposed him. Only actual processed members count towards the two, no carryovers to another month.

5. Your name will be put in a hat and the drawing of eligible members will take place at the monthly on-line leadership meeting (zoom) 1st Saturdays. Any Knight regardless of position may qualify for the drawing, names will be drawn no matter how many or how few are entered, however,
should no one qualify during any given month, then the incentive prize will be held.
6. The State Deputy will draw the winner each month, during the monthly on-line meeting, which
takes place the 1st Saturday of each month, 8:00 AM
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Join Mary’s Army
Join the Knights of Columbus
If Not You Than Who?
If Not Now Then When?

Supreme has continued the free
e-membership through the end of the
Fraternal Year. We have created ads that
can be used on Social Media as well as
in Church Bulletins. To see these ads,
click on the links below.
Membership Ad – English
Membership Ad- Spanish

The Church Needs You NOW!
KofC Fraternal Benefits Helps Protect
Your Family
Be A Knight Today!
12 Month Free e-membership thru 6/30/21
Visit: www.kofc.org/join
Code: MCGIVNEY2020

Únete al Ejército de Nuestra Santa Madre María.

Únete a los Caballeros de Colón
¡Nuestra Iglesia nos necesita AHORA!
Nuestros beneficios fraternales ayudan a proteger a nuestras familias

¡Se un Caballero de Colón hoy!
12 meses gratis de membresía entrando antes de 6/30/21
Visite: www.kofc.org/join
Code: MCGIVNEY2020
Si no eres tú, ¿quién? Si no es ahora, ¿cuándo?
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In the Trenches
01/07/2021
Hello Worthy Brothers,
Wow, another calendar year has come and gone and that means we have a few things to do.
• Download the Supreme roster. Open it, save it as “report”, and upload it to the Florida website.
• Pay your State Per Capita levy if you have not yet done so. The bill is on the website.
• Submit the KCIC Contest Participation Report Form #5023 due January 15th.
• Submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities Form #1728 due January 31st.
• Submit the Partnership Profile Report with Special Olympics Form #4584 due January 31st.
• Submit the Free Throw Championship Participation Form FT1 due January 31st.
• Prepare for the Semi-annual audit Form 1295-2 due February 15, 2021.
• Prepare for the Federal Income Tax report #s 990n, 990ez, or 990 due May 15th if you file every
calendar year.
New Items:
• Send a copy of your Forms 185, 365, and 1295 the Semi-annual audit to Brother Bob Dytkowski
at Bob.Dytkowski@bellsouth.net. He is our State Awards/Reports Chairman. Since we all have
copies of these forms in our records this one is pretty easy.
• Safe Environment Member Status and Safe Environment Participation Rate Report are items that
have been added to the Reports tab on the Supreme Website. Check them out.
• Finally for those of us who have a hard time finding the “Safe Environment Program Link” it’s
always been right there in front of our eyes. I searched the entire website before my DD told me
where to look. It seems there’s always room for improvement!

Fraternally,
Dan Smedile,
Florida FS/FC Trainer
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
“Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
Editor
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Marketing Department Information

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team
How to Write for the Invocation
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Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffe changes for 2019-20
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Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of
your
purchases
donated
to
Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on your
Amazon account just click
on this link Amazonsmile
that’s all you have to do!

The Knights of Columbus VAVA Volunteers for the 2020 KofC VAVS Volunteers of the year.
of the year have been announced. Please To read the announcements click in their names
congratulate SK Michael R. Sedor, Council below.
12322 and Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty from
SK Michael R. Sedor Council 12322
the WPB VAVS for the honor in their selections
Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families,
and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

24

Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com
Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring
steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek
gahayek@bellsouth.net

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

25

