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A Super Fundraising Effort

W

e have winners. Yes, the Bucs won
the Superbowl and that is cause for
celebration in our local community.
How many would have thought
that victory possible through all the difficult years
and through all of the often poor play of the team
on the field in past years.
The charitable works of our Council are only
possible because of the fundraising effort at
Raymond James. The membership in Council
14084 is grateful for the hard work throughout
this unusual season and especially appreciative
of the leadership of Julio Alvarez for the RJS
Fundraising program.
We are one of the few Knights of Columbus
Councils in Florida to have substantial income
during the pandemic period. Our current final
estimate for income at RJS exceeds $12,000.
In this very different season, as Knights we
are called to a particular duty of charity for
those in our parish and community.
Council
has supported St. Vincent de Paul food bank with
over $5,000 in direct donations, several hundred
pounds of food donated by brothers plus 85

coats under the “Coats for Kids” program. We
have also supported individual families in need,
and St. Stephen Catholic Church with additional
substantial monetary donations made possible
by the RJS fund raising effort. A brother Knight
was assisted with a vehicle purchase including
personal donations by several brother Knights.
The real winners are the Brother Knights. As
a Council, we are better because of what you
do. These men worked Superbowl 55: Julio
Alvarez, Jr., RJS Fundraising Lead, Carl Alerta,
Rick Armstrong, Gerry Coffey, Gerry Coffey, Jr.,
Bruce Czaja, Mark Lovejoy, Ted Russell, Brian
Swetnam, and Nick Turco.
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Finding Common Ground
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

he recent elections in the United States
were a clear indication of how divided
we are as a society. This division has
been evident for some time, just look at
the last few election cycles and think of how only
a few votes separated the winner from the loser.
Our fraternal organization is no different than
our current society, in that our councils are made
up of members who also belong to both major
political parties. Our Supreme Knight, in an
article from Columbia magazine (8/1/2018 ‘an
ethics of fraternity’), reminded us of Pope Francis
challenge to Catholics to take up what he calls “an
ethics of fraternity” to help transform society.
This is also the vision of Blessed Michael
McGivney – who wanted a distinctly Catholic
fraternity that would transform the practical men
of his day into a committed brotherhood of men
who would help each other, watch out for each
other, and would challenge each other to grow in
their faith.
During this past year we have experienced
challenges that tested our faith, tested our values,
and pushed us to the limits of our endurance. Many
people faced serious illness, some lost loved ones,
others lost jobs or income and still others have
been isolated in home quarantine. Most spent
months not being able to worship in Churches
with the Catholic Community. These issues alone
would be hard enough but when compounded with
the division of partisanship politics, it becomes
even harder.
Let’s look at some positives and what we can
do to help bring people back together:
•
As Catholics we share a common belief
in one loving and forgiving God, whose only
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, taught us to call God,
our Father. We share this common Father, as
brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. Let us not
forget this common faith we share and remember
that although brothers and sisters may disagree
from time to time, they share a love for one another

and come together when it
counts.
•
Our
charitable
works draw attention to
our faith and our formation
as Christians. We know
in our hearts that coming
to the aid of a brother or
sister in need is not only
expected of a Knight but
Deputy Scott A.
is “the right thing to do”. State
O’Connor
When we help pack food
boxes for those in need or
deliver groceries to a person who cannot get out,
we are putting our “faith into action”. When we
take the time to call a neighbor or a friend, just to
see how they are doing, we are recognizing that
others are important, they are valuable individuals
who will benefit from our efforts and will see
through our works that it is our common faith that
brings us together.
•
In an article in Columbia magazine
(9/1/2017) the Supreme Knight referenced Pope
Francis in Evangelii Gaudium, when he urges
Catholics to “live in fraternity (91) and to share
a “fraternal love capable of seeing the sacred
grandeur of our neighbor, of finding God in every
human being” (92). The Supreme Knight goes on to
say “we must make a greater effort to demonstrate
within our parishes how the Knights of Columbus
offers an authentic model of fraternal communion.
We can offer a witness of fraternity to show how
all of us as Catholics can do a better job of caring
for one another and how we can encourage and
accompany one another in our parishes.” We all
have our crosses to bear, when we reflect on Simon
the Sirenian, who when pressed into service to
help Jesus carry His Cross, came to forget his own
problems and willingly helped Jesus Christ on
his way to Calvary. Let us strive to be Catholic
Gentlemen first and foremost, remember everyone
has the God given right to their own opinion, look
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for common ground in the teaching of the Holy
•
Finally, remember our new membership
Catholic Church, if you put Church teaching first, incentive began on January 1, 2021. Don’t forget
politics will take care of themselves. Remember to recruit your two new members for this month,
you could be the next lucky winner of $500.00
our Order is non-partisan for a reason.

Charity Support via Remote Bingo

K

nights of Columbus Council 6125
Bingo had a 12-year tradition of weekly
bingo games to provide entertainment
for almost 100 players and raise funds
for our council charities that was disrupted by last
year’s pandemic lockdown.
While waiting for the appropriate circumstances
to reopen our doors for traditional bingo sessions,
the Council 6125 bingo team in Rockledge
developed a means to conduct bingo games
remotely by which players register and purchase
game cards via our www.6125bingo.org website,
receive their video-conference call link and game
materials via Email (within a day after order) and
print out the game cards several days before the
game. On game night, each participant logs into a
video-conference call using the provided session
link for the actual game play, including the active
players and Knights staff for that session.

The Rockledge Knights interim “new normal”
involves remotely playing bingo, and we have
tried to create a comfortable, safe, and familiar
experience for Knights staff and our avid
players. Ordering is easy via our bingo website,
www.6125bingo.org, and players can choose
to play alone, or with family/friends, at home.
Payouts of winnings are via PayPal or electronic
checks issued after each week’s game.
We now have regular players from around the
country and we hope that you will join us as we
continue to innovate ways to safely enable playing
bingo for benefit to our state and council charities.
Please join us to play, or just to experience our
“remote bingo!”
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Inspiring Lenten Change
By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

n a few days (February 17th), we will begin
the season of Lent, during which, every
year, we examine our lives to see where
we have strayed from God and how we can
turn our hearts back to Him in preparation for the
celebration of His resurrection from the dead on
Easter. This examination of conscience is both
an individual and a communal task, that is, each
person examines his or her own personal life to
turn away from sin. But we as a society also need
to take a look at how together we are living either
in conformity with God’s plan or contrary to it.
May I suggest that in our spiritual practices
during Lent this year we look into our own hearts
to see how we are living the “stewardship and
discipleship way of life.” For instance, in the
Gospel passage for Ash Wednesday, Jesus gives a
clear focus on the Lenten practices of almsgiving,
prayer and fasting. The whole point of each of these
practices is that God the Father “who sees what is
hidden will repay you.” The purpose of our Lenten
observances is not to bring us human praise, but a
heavenly reward. The practices of fasting, praying
and almsgiving have their greatest effect on our
spiritual well-being when they are done not out
of obligation, but out of love, although a sense of
duty is often a helpful starting point.
Almsgiving, prayer and fasting are designed
to foster our relationship with God the Father as
disciples of His son, Jesus, and as stewards of His
creation.
By fasting, we limit our intake of food and drink
to help us to be spiritually hungry and thirsty for
God. By praying, we engage in conversation with
God to discern more clearly His will for us and
strengthen our commitment to live in accord with
His divine will. By giving alms (gifts of charity) as
an act of virtue, we move beyond our self-centered
desires to expand our generosity to embrace love
of God and love of neighbor more fully.
There are many other practices that we can do
individually during Lent, such as increasing our time
spent in prayer, including Eucharistic adoration,

saying
the
Rosary,
praying the Stations of
the Cross, reading the
Bible and going to the
Sacrament of Penance
and
Reconciliation.
We can also practice
bodily mortification by
“giving up” or sacrificing
something we like, such
as alcohol, dessert, candy, State Chaplain Monsignor
television or social media, Thomas Skindeleski
as a means of penance for
our sins so that we can
grow spiritually.
As a knightly fraternity, there are many things
that we can do together as well. Some of the
religious practices mentioned above that we can
do individually can also be done with others in
the community of faith or with our families, such
as volunteering at a soup kitchen. Some of our
planning for our observance of Lent can take place
at our monthly council meetings, or at executive
planning sessions. There, I would like to suggest
something by which we can examine the moral
condition of our society with regard to marriage
and family life, namely, re-thinking with renewed
freshness and enthusiasm, what revelation,
transmitted in the Church’s faith, tells us about
the beauty, the role and the dignity of the family.
From this vantage point, in the words of Pope
Francis, we have “to find concrete solutions to so
many difficulties and innumerable challenges that
families must confront” (Concluding Discourse,
Oct. 18, 2014).
Among these “many difficulties and
challenges that families must confront,” are
divorce, pornography, cohabitation without
marriage, children born outside of marriage,
troubling
individualism
(which
deforms
family bonds), homosexuality, civil legislation
which compromises marriage and the family,
secularization, and the crisis of faith among a great
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number of Catholics, which oftentimes underlies
the crisis in marriage and the family.
Since so many people around the world form
their impression of American culture from what
comes out of Hollywood movies, it is no wonder
that people of other countries, especially those
that value family life, often view the culture of
the United States as morally bankrupt. Rather
than waste your time downloading a worthless
movie, take the time to reflect on the true purpose
of human sexuality and its relation to marriage,
procreation and family life. Most of all, pray
hard during this season of Lent for a conversion

of our culture from its preoccupation with selfish
sensuality to a greater appreciation for the total
giving of man and woman to each other in the
sacred bond of marriage. Pray especially for our
new federal administration, which has the ability
to present salient points for good family life, but
seems already hell-bent in moving in the wrong
direction. Perhaps Our Lord will consider our
fervent petitions and inspire a real Lenten change
of heart in our leaders!

Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
A leper came to him [and kneeling down]
begged him and said, “If you wish, you can make
me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his
hand, touched him, and said to him, “I do will it.
Be made clean.” The leprosy left him immediately,
and he was made clean. (Gospel for Feb. 14, Mk
1:40-42)

W

hat profound faith this leper
possessed. He knew beyond a
doubt that Christ could heal him
and make him clean. The leper’s
humble cooperation with the healing grace of
Christ allowed him to be cured. Do we recognize
our own need to be healed? Do we approach Christ
in the sacrament of confession with similar faith,
saying to the Divine Physician, “If you wish, you
can make me clean”? May we continually return
to Christ on our knees, aware of our sins, so as to
be made clean again through his mercy.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to make a
comprehensive examination of conscience at
the end of each day and make at least one good
and humble confession. Second, I challenge you
to begin (or continue) viewing as a council the
Knights of Columbus Into the Breach video series,
putting a particular emphasis on the “Spiritual
Warfare” episode.
Questions for Reflection:

The effects of the terrible disease of leprosy
were impossible to ignore, but are there times
when you forget the seriousness and horror of sin?
Do you examine your conscience regularly, so that
you might humbly know of your need to be made
clean again? Do you seek to avoid those things
which lead to sin, or are you careless or prideful
when it comes to occasions of sin?
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An Eastern View of Chrismation

B

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

efore the death of Jesus, He promised
that those who believe in Him would
receive the Holy Spirit. After rising
from the dead, He repeated this promise
and bestowed to the Apostles the Holy Spirit on
that great day of Pentecost. Peter understood that
the Holy Spirit was for all the faithful on that day
and told the crowd at Pentecost "You must repent
and every one of you must be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sin, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit....".
The problem with this statement is that it does not
designate whether the Holy Spirit was to be given
to the faithful in baptism or in a special rite distinct
from baptism.
Chrismation is so important to our lives that it
demands a full understanding of its meaning and
gift. In my experience of attending Chrismation
Services, I have not heard a homily that fully
explains the gift of Chrismation. I hope I will be
able to explain this Mystery enough to ignite you
to use its primary gift.
In terms of special rite, there is an interesting
passage in Acts (8:14) which indicates a separate
rite. "When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them, and they went down there
and prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Holy
Spirit, for as yet He had not come down on any
of them: they had only been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. They laid hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit...". I have belabored
this point because I wanted you to understand
the separation and gift of the two Mysteries.
In baptism we receive the Holy Spirit for the
forgiveness of the sin of Adam and Eve and also,
we are incorporated into the body of Christ, the
Church.
Now to Chrismation and its meaning and
hopefully our use of its gift. With the laying on of
hands, as Jesus did many times in His miracles,
designating spiritual healing and blessing, this

designation of healing and
blessing is also inherent in
imparting the Holy Spirit
in Chrismation. Jesus laid
His hands on people and
also used oil to anoint
as in Hebrew religious
Tradition. In the Eastern
Church there is a laying on
of hands and immersion
in water in baptism and Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
in Chrismation only the
anointing of the five
senses and the back and
breast with infants. The gift in Chrismation is
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. It makes us fully
prepared for ministry. It commissions us to fully
participate with the body of Christ in the ministry
of Jesus Christ.
Now, what does Chrismation mean to us as
Catholics and Knights. It means we are now
prepared to hold up the Cross of Crucifixion and
display the meaning of ministry which is " in
this Sign conquer". The Cross is the basis of our
ministry when Jesus says, " Go teach all nations".
The Holy Spirit within us directs our ministry.
Because of this, we must listen to the Holy Spirit,
be friends with Him and pray to that Third Person
of the Blessed Trinity to always direct us in good
works, help us to become holy, and help us teach
others in the ways of the Lord Jesus.
If we need a blueprint to implement this, all
we need to do is read the Epistles of the Apostles
who prayed to the Holy Spirit and were directed
by Him in their ministry of making the Name of
Jesus known to the world. In that gift of the Holy
Spirit, they changed the face of the earth. This too
is our task, directed by the Holy Spirit who is us
and visible in our Chrismation that was given to
us.
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State Convention Information

T

he 2021 State Convention will be held
May 28-30, 2021 at the Hyatt Regency
Orlando. The ongoing pandemic has
forced us to rethink almost every aspect
of the State Convention, and the State Officers
and Board of Directors are working hard to bring
a new approach to the Florida State Council’s
Annual Meeting.
While many of the details are still in flux, I can
tell you that the Business Meetings will be held
over the course of two days (Friday and Saturday.)
In addition, to accommodate those still concerned
about the pandemic, we will be allowing virtual
Delegate representation at the Business meetings.
Having a combination in-person and virtual
State Convention presents new challenges and
consequences in the meeting registration and
participation, particular voting. I hope to provide
clarification of these matters in this article. It is
rather long, but it should explain most of things
you need to know to register for and participate in
the Convention.
Election of Delegates. The process of Council
Election of Delegates and reporting the results of
those elections has not changed. The Florida State
Council By-Laws stipulate that the (primary)
Delegates from a Council should be the Grand
Knight and a Past Grand Knight of the Council.
However, alternate Delegates, who must be Third
Degree Knights, should also be elected in case the
primary Delegates cannot attend the Convention
(either in-person or virtually).
Elections for the primary and alternate
Delegates must be held at an in-person or virtual
Council business meeting at which a quorum has
been established. The Financial Secretary reports
the results of the Election of Delegates on the
State website by clicking the Election of Delegates
button on the Council’s Division Management
page (the same page the FS uses to upload rosters,
set Council Officers, and view State per capita
bills.) Once all information on the election and

the Delegates has been
properly entered, the
Financial Secretary clicks
the “Certify Election”
Button. The Election
of Delegates function
is currently open for all
Councils to enter data.
It
is
absolutely
imperative
that
all
Treasurer
Delegates be comfortable State
Rick Hughe
with using a computer and/
or a smartphone. Because
we have to include both inperson and virtual Delegates, we will be using an
electronic voting system. “Technophiles”, be they
in-person or virtual, will find it very difficult or
impossible to vote on matters during the business
meetings.
ALL COUNCILS MUST ENTER ELECTION
OF DELEGATES INFORMATION ON
THE STATE WEBSITE NO LATER THAN
MARCH 31, 2021.
Convention Registration. Entering the Delegate
information above does NOT mean the Delegates
are registered. Each Delegate MUST log in to
the State website and individually register for the
Convention, whether they are attending in-person
or virtually. The same goes for State Officers,
District Deputies, and Past State Deputies. All
others are required to register only if attending inperson.
However—and this is important—Delegates
will NOT be able to register for the Convention
if the Council Financial Secretary has not entered
Delegate information and certified the election
results as described above. It is also important
to understand that the alternate Delegates should
register ONLY IF THE PRIMARY DELEGATE
WILL NOT BE ATTENDING (EITHER INPERSON OR VIRTUALLY).
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The individual Convention Registration on
the State website is still undergoing revision in
order to distinguish between in-person and virtual
attendees and will be available at a later date. Once
this revision is complete, individuals will register
for the Convention by clicking the “Convention
Registration” button listed under “Options” on the
right-hand side of the page after logging in to the
State website.
Those who register for in-person attendance
will step through a couple of pages to enter
information. The registrants will be able to
register for a series of Convention-related events.
The Registration Packet and Saturday evening
banquet will be mandatory for all Delegates,
District Deputies, and State Directors, Chairman,
and Coordinators. However, these individuals
will not pay for these events in advance; rather,
the costs will be deducted from travel and per
diem payments. And yes—you will be able to
select seats for the Saturday evening banquet.
However, you should keep in mind that the hotel
is limiting seating to four persons per table. For
those bringing larger families, please contact
the State Convention Registration Chairman at
ConventionRegistration@floridakofc.org.
Those who register for virtual attendance will
only be able select the registration packet as an
event and must pay in advance for that. Delegates,
District Deputies, State Officers, and Past State
Deputies who are attending virtually will be
required to select and purchase the registration
packet; for all other virtual attendees, the
registration packet is optional.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONVENTION
REGISTRATION WILL BE MAY 1, 2021.
Voting. We are currently working on an
electronic voting system to conduct Convention
business. Details will be announced at a later
date. However, just like last year, those with
voting privileges (Delegates and State Officers)
will be voting electronically on Delegates to the
Supreme Convention via “virtual Caucuses”
PRIOR TO THE CONVENTION. We will also
be using an electronic voting system during
the meeting. For those attending virtually, a
computer, tablet, or smartphone will be sufficient

to participate in electronic voting. Those eligible
to vote and attending in-person MUST HAVE
A SMARTPHONE OR TABLET WITH THE
CAPABILITY TO OPEN A WEB BROWSER TO
BE ABLE TO VOTE ON BUSINESS MATTERS.
Travel and Per-Diem. Delegates, District
Deputies, and approved State staff are entitled to
receive travel and per diem payment for the State
Convention from the State Council. (Travel and
per diem will ONLY be paid to authorized inperson attendees.) The per diem is set at $50 per
day for two days; those traveling 250 miles or more
one way will get an extra day of per diem. Travel
is calculated at 25 cents per mile for the roundtrip distance between the physical address of the
registrant’s home Council and the Queen of the
Universe Basilica Shrine in Orlando, a standard
that was put in place many years ago. No receipts
are required for these payments. Please remember
that a maximum of TWO Delegates is permitted
per Council.
Note that reimbursement for hotel rooms is
NOT included in the compensation from the
State Council. Each local Council is expected to
reimburse the hotel room costs of their Delegates.
For District Deputies, please note that Supreme
will NOT compensate you for expenses at the
State Convention, unlike the Organizational and
Mid-Year meetings. Each District Deputy should
seek compensation for his hotel room cost from his
home Council, or the Councils that compose the
District should split the cost. There is no provision
for State staff compensation for hotel room costs;
many seek to have their home Councils assist with
these expenses.
Those who are authorized to receive travel
and per diem payments will not pre-pay for the
registration packet or the Saturday Banquet.
These are considered official activities of the
State Convention, and the costs of these events
will be deducted from your actual travel and per
diem payment. (You will still have to pre-pay
for any guests you bring to these events.) As a
result, the travel and per diem payments will be
smaller than you expect; for those living close to
the Convention site, there could be no payment at
all. All those NOT receiving travel and per diem,
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including all virtual attendees, must pre-pay for
registered Convention events for themselves (and
their guests, if applicable).
Payments and Refunds. The Convention
registration system will use PayPal to process
payments. You do not have to have a PayPal
account to use the system, but you will need
a credit card. Your credit card statements will
reflect a payment to PayPal, usually with a code of
FLORIDASTATECOUNCIL or FLORIDASTAT.
Every person making payments on the registration
system should understand this. Should you later
need to get a refund for some or all of your
payments due to changing plans or cancelled
registrations, please forward the refund request to
the State Treasurer (me).
At times, we get disputes through the State
Council PayPal account for otherwise valid
registration payments, usually because the
member does not recognize the transaction on his
credit card statement. If we receive a dispute, the
policy of the State Council is to not contest the
dispute. However, we will cancel the Convention
registration of the individual involved, and we
will charge his home Council for the dispute

R

ecently, the Florida State Council
has negotiated and approved a new
broad state liability policy through
Lockton Affinity brokerage group
based in Kansas City, but with a new insurance
carrier called AIX (instead of Philadelphia).
This plan covers all subordinate local councils
and assemblies. Thus, when you are asked to
produce proof of insurance for a certain Church
or local event, you still should contact Lockton
Affinity to obtain a certification of coverage.
We have strengthened the liquor liability
coverage to ensure that all councils are covered
when they either sell or seek donations for liquor
as part of their normal, routine events. This
does not cover home corporations which are “in
the business of selling liquor” with their builtin bars. They will still need to obtain liquor
licenses from their local authorities and purchase

fee. Remember—if you need a refund for a valid
reason, please submit the request to me.
A word on Clergy -- as Knights of Columbus,
we do not want to see our priests encumbered
with expenses to attend the Convention. The
State Council sponsors our Bishops, Diocesan
Chaplains, and certain other designated clergy. If
a Council Chaplain attends the Convention, it is
expected that his home Council will pick up the
associated costs for the Convention. Therefore,
the Council Grand Knight or Financial Secretary
should be prepared to pay for the registration/and
event costs for their priests when they register for
the Convention or reimburse them those costs. If
a Council Chaplain serves as a Delegate, the rules
on State Council compensation for Delegates will
apply.
If you have any questions about State
Convention compensation or payments, please
do not hesitate to contact me. For questions on
Election of Delegates or Convention Registration,
please contact the State Convention Registration
Chairman Bill Sodan at ConventionRegistration@
floridakofc.org.

separate liquor liability coverage.
As part of the review process, we sought
bids from several other brokerage firms. We
were strongly advised to encourage local
councils and assemblies to purchase at a very
nominal fee of $40 training for the brothers who
routinely handle the liquor sales or distribution
for their events. Attached is a website that was
recommended and through which each council
can obtain this training service. https://www.
tipsalcohol.com/florida-alcohol-laws.html
The Florida State Council strongly
encourages each local council and assembly to
purchase this training program as it will provide
a defense should a council and/or its officers
ever were sued by someone claiming that they
injured themselves or others due to the Knights
distribution of alcohol.
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Safeguarding Information

ouncils should safeguard their
membership information and financial
information, taking reasonable measures
to ensure that such information is not
improperly disclosed or misused.
Membership information and financial
information should not be published or distributed
in hard copy or electronic/digital format (email,
website, social media), unless required for ordinary
fraternal business. This information should never
be included on any media release for any reason.
With respect to members’ full Social Security
Numbers, there is no reason for councils to request
or store this information.
In order to help councils safeguard membership
information and financial information, council
officers should consider implementing the
following best practices:
• State Directors and Chairmen broadcast
messages must be reviewed by the State
Marketing team before it can be sent.
• State Marketing team has a secure email
server for broadcast email distribution
• The only exception to this procedure is
a message that relates to Florida KofC
Charities, Inc. In that case, the proposed
message must be reviewed by the Charities
Director before dissemination.
• Creating an email database from the State
Directory and using it for any purpose is
strictly prohibited, except as stated below.
• This prohibition includes personal, political,
business or any solicitation, regardless of
the charitable purposes or benefits of such
a solicitation.
• If there is a valid charitable purpose of the
solicitation, forward the information to the
State Marketing Team for evaluation and
possible wide dissemination.
• Without such approval, use of the database
is prohibited.

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Use the blind
carbon copy (bcc:)
feature
when
sending broadcast
emails to multiple
council recipients.
Exercise care
and caution
when exchanging
sensitive
State Advocate
membership
Robert Rasch
and financial
information online.
Write “Confidential” in the subject line
when sending such information via email,
and ensure that only the correct recipients
receive the email. Alternatively, officers
may consider using a secure file-sharing
website/interface or a password-protected
website to exchange sensitive information
securely.
Establish a dedicated email address for the
council that is accessible by the principal
officers (grand knight, deputy grand
knight, financial secretary, recorder) (e.g.,
kofccouncilXXXX@gmail.com).
Establish dedicated email addresses
for each council officer position (e.g.,
kofccouncilXXXXadvocate@gmail.com).
NOTE: Follow this protocol in the following
instances:
Councils email to their Council members
District Deputies email to their Councils
Region Administrators email to their
Districts and/or councils
All other broadcast emails must be vetted
by the State Marketing Team or Charities
Director, whichever applies.
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Council Hosts Golf Fundraiser

A

lthough the pandemic cancelled the Plumbing, and The Plantation of Crystal River, as
original Second Annual Father James well as all the local restaurants and retail stores
Hoge Golf Tournament in March, the who donated."
Council was eventually able to hold it.
The golfers gathered at 7:30 at Lakeside
Country Club in Inverness; they played golf until
noon followed by lunch and fellowship. Then the
winners of the several prices donated by local
businesses were drawn. We raffled off items
from flat screen television to hotel stays to local
restaurant gift certificates. In doing all this we
raised $4, 550 for our local Catholic School, Saint
John Paul II and the Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Youth Camp.
The tournament surpassed last year's
participation and fundraising during these
challenging times. We had generous support
from local businesses for items to raffle off and
we are grateful for that. Our anchor sponsors were
Citrus Chronicle, Eagle Buick/GMC, Mike Scott
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Bread For The Masses

nights of Columbus St.
Cloud/Kissimmee Council
6624 is finding ways to
continue to raise money for
its charities despite the pandemic. In
previous years, Council 6624 hosted
the "Bread for the Masses" bread
mobile at Holy Redeemer parish,
selling fresh-baked breads, muffins and
other tasty treats after all the masses on
select weekends as a fund raiser for the
parish.
However, with the outbreak of the
COVID-19 virus, which is still high in
Osceola County, we were unable to host
the bread mobile since Spring 2020 due
to safety concerns and smaller attendance at the
weekend Masses.
Then a suggestion was made -- why not host the
bread mobile on our Council hall at 2000 Neptune
Rd and sell to customers as they drove by. Using
both the "Bread for the Masses' and Council 6624

T

he Epiphany of Our Lord Knights
Council #14495 located in Tampa,
Florida has put their faith in action
by making a $1,500 donation towards
ten wheelchairs as part of the Knights of
Columbus Global Wheelchair Mission. Grand
Knight, Andrew Whiskeyman who planned this
donation, states: “For a little over a year our
Council has been working towards our goal of
providing ten wheelchairs as gifts of mobility!”
We are truly blessed at Epiphany of Our Lord to
have Father Edwin Palka’s full support of our
Knight’s Council, and as well as our faithful
Chaplain Father Paul Mangiafico.
The Global Wheelchair Mission was top
priority for our council and we are honored that
we are able to donate ten. We promoted this
wheelchair drive throughout the year, and hit
our target fundraising goal recently at our annual
Epiphany Gala through the generous support of

social media accounts to publicize the event,
several Brother Knights volunteered to help from
10:00-18:00 both on Wednesday, December 30
and Thursday, December 31, 2020.
It turned out to be a success with over $1000
raised to support Holy Redeemer Parish, including
feeding the homeless and needy of the parish.
our parishioners.
The impact will be tremendous, “a wheelchair
improves the quality of life for an entire family.
Children can go to school, adults can go to work
to provide for their families and the elderly
can get out of a bed they may have stayed in
for years.” The need has never been greater,
“more than 100 million people worldwide are
in need of a wheelchair but cannot afford one.
These individuals cannot be helped by canes
or crutches. A wheelchair is their only hope for
mobility.”
Since 2003, the Knights of Columbus has
funded the delivery of tens of thousands of
wheelchairs around the world, and right here at
home. Thousands of veterans and their families
across the United States in need of wheelchairs
have received new mobility, and honor the
Knights with their thanks and prayers.
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12 Knights of Christmas

aced with a lofty goal of recruiting 17
new members to achieve Star Council
status, Council 8086 took advantage of
the 12 Knights of Christmas program by
recruiting 18 new members in one month.
That gives the Our Lady of Hope Council from
Port Orange 20 new members, enough to give
Council 8086 Star Council honors five times in the
past six years (they achieved Double Star Council
in 2019-20).
“This result came from good old-fashioned
recruiting,” said Grand Knight John O’Malley.
“Our Chancellor, Dr. Ernie Jackson, had a strong
presence at our limited number of public activities.

He told prospective members about the Blessed
Michael McGivney incentive, along with the easy
of registering for eMembership and taking the new
Degree of Charity, Unity and Fraternity online.”
New members are also urged to follow up by
taking the new degree in person with the Council’s
newly certified degree team, to get to know their
brother Knights.
The Knights were active over the past month
with the poster contest; essay contest; soccer and
free-throw competitions. These are programs
toward achieving the Columbian Award, another
required step in attaining Star Council.

A

warded for service to the Order with
distinction during the first year of
membership, the “Shining Armor
Award” is given to those men who exemplify
what a true Knight of Columbus is. The concept
of the “Shining Armor Award” program is to get
new members active in the many facets of the
Knights of Columbus as early as possible and
assist in maintaining that activity and also honor
them as a valued member of your council.
To read more information on the Shining
Armor award go to this link and it will take you
to the Supreme Website.
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Council 8419 Gift Bags

.J. Benvenuti Council 8419, St. Rita
Catholic Church in Wellington,
recently held its annual Jerry Fonda
Christmas Program. The program
is funded by the Council, with Knights holding
various fund-raising activities specifically for the
event.
In prior years, the Council donated bicycles to
underprivileged children. Last year, the Knights
dressed up as Christmas characters and provided
toys for the children in Joe DiMaggio Children’s
Hospital.
For 2020, the Knights decided to go in another
direction due to Covid-related restrictions.
“After talking with Father Mario, we decided
we wanted to help those in need within our parish,”
Grand Knight SK John Kingston said.
Pastor Father Mario Casteneda and his staff
provided the Knights with the names of 10
families. The Knights decided to give each family
gift cards of $150 to Walmart and $100 to Publix.
Before delivering the cards, the Knights were
contacted by St. Rita’s Back to Basics Program,
which heard of their plans and provided the names
and ages of all off the children in the families they
were going to visit. With Christmas gifts left over
from their program, they proceeded to wrap two
or three gifts for every child, and put each family’s
gifts in a big Christmas bag.
Kingston and DGK Manny Zapata delivered
the gifts and toys on a weekend before Christmas.
“What we saw was something I have never
seen in the 35 years I have lived in Wellington,”
Kingston said. “The poverty that exists here is
not visible to the naked eye. One house that we
visited had three families living in it with seven
children and one on the way. When we came to
the door, usually the whole family came out to
greet us. When we gave the mothers the gift cards,
they were very appreciative. When the children
saw the bag of gifts for them, you immediately
saw a smile on their face. Manny and I received

hugs of gratitude from the children. It was a heartwarming experience that I will never forget.”
Very happy with the experience, Council 8419
is looking to find a way to make this an annual
experience.
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Tootsie Roll Campaign

T

he Prince of Peace Knights of Columbus your support, for your generosity with your time
Council 8791 made several Covid- and treasure, and for your dedication to your
related adjustments to hold its annual parish and community.”
Citizens with Disabilities campaign,
collecting donations outside the Ormond Beach
church following each of its weekend Masses.
The Knights have mandated that each of its
virtuous volunteers wear masks during collection
efforts, minimizing contact time with each generous
donor. Vests and cans are swapped out between
each collection slot, and contact-free donation
drop cans have been added. Unfortunately, the
actual handing out of the trademark Tootsie Rolls
has been suspended for this Fraternal Year due to
the outbreak.
“By these simple adaptions, we believe we
can still be virtue doers and not virtue signalers,
while remaining safe and “Leaving No Neighbor
Behind,” said Mark Leary, chairman of the
Council’s Citizens with Disabilities drive. “I
would like to thank all my Brother Knights for
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Marian Statue Refurbished

A

special
blessing
ceremony
was
held for the newly
refurbished outside
statue of Mary that resides at
the Santa Maria del Mar Church
entrance. Fr. Manny Lopez
blessed the refurbished statue
on the Feast of the Solemnity
of Mary (January 1st). He also
offered a special blessing to
those parishioners that have
lost a child. The ceremony took
place just prior to the 10:00 AM
Mass.
Notre Dame Council 10514
Brother Knight Tim Postemski
and his wife, Diane, decided to
undertake the refurbishing of
the statue after noticing it was
in need of repair. The statue had 28 holes, two
cracks, rust streaks on the head and veil, as well as
a missing thumb. ‘Mary’ was cleaned and all the
repairs were made and sealed.
Tim made a new thumb with a special epoxy.
Diane made ‘Our Lady’ a head piece with 12 gold
starfish and pearls, one for each of the 12 apostles.
The head piece is designed as an acknowledgement
of our parish’s namesake, ‘St. Mary of the Sea’.
Diane made a rosary with faux pearls to place in
Mary’s right hand. Roses are in the planter boxes
on each side of the statue.
Mary has been historically fond of roses in
her many apparitions throughout history. Tim &
Diane painted the sash around the waist on the
statue gold. Gold represents love, compassion,
courage, and wisdom.
Tim and Diane are Council 10514’s most recent
‘Family of the Month’. Parishioners and visitors
are encouraged to stop at the statue and honor the
Blessed Mother. She is the patroness of our parish
and of Notre Dame Knights of Columbus Council
10514.
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Council Supports Food Drive

O

n
Saturday
and
Sunday,
January
9th and 10th, the
Incarnation Knights
and the Incarnation St. Vincent
De Paul Society (SVDP)
Vincentians conducted the fourth
of five food collection drives
scheduled during July 1, 2020
through June 30, 2021. With
the current Covid-19 pandemic,
the SVDP has a great need for
food to provide its clients. Last
weekend’s food collection drive
was another huge success thanks
to the very generous Incarnation
Parishioners!
Over the two-day period,
the Knights and Vincentians
collected 2,139 pounds of nonperishable food for “Vincent’s
Cupboard.”. The many items donated included
cans of vegetables; boxes of cereal, pasta,
macaroni and cheese; bags of rice and beans; jars
of peanut butter and pasta sauce; cans of coffee;
bottles of juice and various health care items, such
as toothpaste, razor blades, etc. In addition to
these items, Incarnation Parishioners donated over
$1,220 in cash, checks and gift cards, including
$675 from the Incarnation Knights. These funds
will be used to help SVDP clients pay their rent
and utility bills.
To date, the four food collection drives have
resulted in over 7,000 pounds of food being
collected and over $5,000 in donations being
received.
This past weekend’s food collection drive
would not have been a success without all the
great work of 21 Knights and Vincentians, who
provided 84 volunteer hours for this two-day
event. They worked very well together.
Thank you again Incarnation Parishioners for
your generosity!! You are the best
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Riverview Council Finds a Way

R

ealizing that the Corona Virus was
going to impact the council's ability to
raise funds for good works, the officers
and members found ways to get around
the virus. The council was able to conduct their
annual golf tournament and raise over $6,200
which will be used to support the Parish Youth
Retreat, Ladies Retreat, Men’s Retreat, Youth
Activities, APA, Coats for Kids, and bibles for the
RCIA candidates, and other charitable causes in
the church and community.
Twice a year the council conducts a 40/40/40
campaign during Lent and Advent
asking each member to donate $40.
and donate 40 food items to the
food bank over a 40-day period.
During the recent Advent period the
council donated over $3,500 and
626 food items to the church food
bank.
Knowing they would be unable
to conduct the normal Tootsie Roll
drive by handing out the candy at
local supermarkets, they decided
to pass around the box of candy
at meetings and accept donations,
raising $650 for this worthy cause to
help the developmentally disabled.
Currently they are conducting
a new campaign called Eat for
A Week, by accepting food card

donations from the members and offering
members who wish to donate an opportunity to
receive $500. in food cards to take their family out
for a week. Proceeds will go to Pro Life since the
annual Pro-Life Dinner could not be conducted
and is postponed.
The members of this small council have
determined they will not allow the Corona
Virus to stop them in supporting the church, the
community, and the families of the parish. Their
efforts are in keeping with the best traditions of
the Order.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

19

INVOCATION

Citrus County Right to Life

D

ue to the Pandemic the Citrus County
Right to Life was going to have to
cancel the local Pro Life Memorial
Service on January 22. The many
restrictions were making it impossible for them to
have the service that has been part of the county
for over ten years.
The treasurer at Council 6168, Jim Louque
contacted District Deputy Victor Fee Greco with
the idea of taking over the quest as a district.
Victor thought it was doable and a great idea. A
meeting of the Grand Knights was called, and all
were interested in making the event possible this
year too.
All five councils of District 33: Abbott Sadiler
(6168), Our Lady of Fatima (6391), Saint
Scholastica (14485), Saint Benedict (15225),
Pope John Paul II (15624) and the District Deputy
successfully worked together to ensure the Annual
Roe Vs. Wade Memorial Service would take place

despite the pandemic. Instead of a Service a rally
was held on the lawn of the courthouse this year.
The Brothers of District 33 exemplified the
meaning of charity, unity and fraternity in this
endeavor. They successfully collected enough
donations for a full page of pro-life signatures in
the local newspaper, as well as donate over $600
to the local Pregnancy, Family and Life Center of
Citrus County.
In addition, each Council was represented
at the rally and on behalf of all the councils the
District Deputy presented a check for $610 to the
Executive Director of the Pregnancy, Family and
Life Center.
A big shout out to the brothers who made this
possible and for exhibiting unity in putting our
faith into action as a district for such an important
cause--Life Begins at Conception. "
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Knights on Bikes

B

ikers are independent by nature. Some
live like there’s no tomorrow while
others take life one gear at a time. And
then there are a unique band of brothers
who make the most of the time they have to
evangelize.
Knights on Bikes (K on B) is a Knights of
Columbus organization from multiple councils
within their own localities. With an international
membership and statewide representation in the
U.S. under the auspices of Knights of Columbus,
their mission statement sums up their overall
outreach: to promote the spiritual beliefs of the
Knights of Columbus and to strive to encourage
faith, fellowship, and service.
Officially launched in 2005, the Knights on
Bikes is comprised solely of members of the
Knights of Columbus in any degree (1st - 4th)
and is the world-wide fraternal group of Catholic
Christians who enjoy recreational motorcycling.
Members of the Knights on Bikes must be in good

standing with their councils or assemblies.
As a subset of the Knights, it is an initiative
borne of faith and is a family-oriented group
dedicated to living the Gospel and serving others.
They value leisure time that can be enjoyed
in camaraderie with brothers evangelizing as
motorcycle riders. Their slogan lays it on the line:
“In God We Trust & Ride.”
As a fraternal, nonprofit organization, Knights
on Bikes strive to better the biker image. “We meet
a different type of men that Catholics normally
don’t encounter,” said Florida State Director and
third-term President, Stephen “Steve” Bell. They
are bound by four pivotal values — charity, unity,
fraternity and patriotism.
Because the Knights are mobile, their
connections are not limited to local chapters.
Their koinonia is shared far and wide, across the
miles. Knights on Bikes Palm Beach Diocese
chairman, Stan Leo Easparro, lives in Atlanta. “It’s
temporary,” he explained. “My job brought me
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here and I’m waiting until I can return to Florida.”
These men are a visible force for good in the
community. In typical biker fashion, Knights
on Bikes riders wear a black vest adorned with
Rosaries, patches and pins. No other patches are
permitted. Currently, there are over 100 members
in Florida with more than 3,000 worldwide. The
Knights on Bikes welcome bikers who enjoy
recreational riding no matter the make, model or
size of motorcycle they own. Even three wheelers
are included. All are Knights of Columbus, a
prerequisite for membership.
On the road of life,
the journey is better
together. “COVID-19
hasn’t stopped us,” Bell
stated. “What better
way to social distance?”
Knights
on
Bikes
share the Gospel with
fellow bikers around
the world. They are
vested in sharing their
faith through outreach
activities on a local
level, as well. Even
members’ wives enjoy
riding to raise awareness
of the Order of the Knights of Columbus.
The Knights on Bikes (Florida) First Annual
Prison Ministry Ride was held in October. Founded
by Gregg Bell, diocese chairman of St. Augustine,
it is a charity ride to support incarcerated men and
women. “We follow the same charitable causes
as the Knights of Columbus and the corporal
works of mercy as inspiration to help others in the
community,” Bell said.
“By all accounts, the ride was a success,”
Easparro said. “There were brothers from Miami,
Bushnell and Live Oak. A brother even flew in
from Mexico! We raised nearly $1,000.”
Generally, there are tough characters whose
wheels take to the roads. Like any Knights of
Columbus, the light of God’s mercy leads their
way to share God’s love. It can be dangerous, too.
Motorcycle safety is a top priority whether trips
are local or crisscrossing the state. In a subculture

of bravado and bragging rights, these protectors
of the faith are dedicated to promoting Catholic
family values.
Biking is big business. Recent statistics indicate
that the sport is seeing a surge in ridership from
two demographics: more college-educated and
female riders, but the profile of the average rider
is a married male in his 50s. And he is just the
candidate for membership that the Knights of
Columbus want to evangelize.
A major event that is getting traction is the Silver
Rose Escort. Originating in 1960 as a Squires
(youth of Knights of
Columbus organization)
relay marathon run, the
Knights of Columbus
extended the event.
Eight cast silver roses,
dedicated
to
Our
Lady of Guadalupe,
tour North America
promoting respect for
life and human dignity.
Beginning in Canada,
the route continues
through the easternmost
United States, ending
at the Church of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. Since 2017,
the Knights on Bikes have provided logistics and
transport of the Silver Rose. Prayer services are
conducted throughout the motorcade.
The roses and bikers are blessed at stops
along the way, arriving at the final destination on
December 12, 1531, where Our Lady visited Juan
Diego: at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe
at Tepeyac Hill, now in a suburb of Mexico City
in Monterey.
The Florida State Knights on Bikes Annual
Convocation will be in Naples, Florida, hosted by
the Diocese of Venice Jan. 24-26, 2020. Anyone
interested in joining may contact Steve Bell, FL
State Director at knightrider1997@comcast.net.
Reprinted with permission from the Florida
Catholic. The original article was written by
Debra Magram
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Special Olympics Going Strong

G

reetings Brother Knights from the FSC
Special Olympics Chairman. Great
programs are a council’s most effective
recruiting and retention tools. We’ve
been working with Special Olympics Florida
(SOFL) to support programs that are easy for the
Knights to implement while providing maximum
exposure to “Let Our Light Shine”.
While most of the programs are with SOFL,
some of them such as the Coke Zero 500 Race
are sponsored by the Knights to provide an
opportunity for family involvement while raising
money and awareness of the Knights. Here is an
update of each area.
The Polar Plunge Regional
Competition is now officially
over. Nearly $10K was raised
through your generosity. The
winner will be announced at the
State Convention and awarded a
trophy by SOFL. Don’t worry.
Don’t fret. If your Region
doesn’t win this year. you’ll
have the opportunity to score
big in next year’s competition as we make this a
signature annual event.
The Knights of Columbus Day Race at the
Daytona International Speedway is changed
from the Daytona 500 to the Coke Zero Race on

Saturday
August
28th with a tailgate
party starting at
5:30. Tickets are still
available at great
pricing and $10 of
each ticket going to
Special Olympics. There will be many other perks
such as a chance to meet drivers, a High 5 Tunnel,
onstage recognition of the Knights and more. Stay
tuned for additional details!
The bocce program is still scheduled to start.
Check with your local leadership for details or
you can call/email me. Also the athlete mentorship
program is a simple way to become involved. Both
programs are great ways to develop a personal
relationship with an athlete and help them develop
to the full extent of their abilities.
The 2022 National Games in Orlando are
just around the corner and now is a great time to
become familiar with SOFL so we can lead the
way for our Brother Knights from other States
in support of Special Olympics. As always, may
God reward you for your support of our special
athletes. I welcome any suggestions you may
have. I can be reached at flkofcdd72@gmail.
com. Vivat Jesus. Pete Chiaravalle, FSC Special
Olympics Chairman
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With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual
meetings we are supplying you with fillable
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English
and Spanish. You will need to Download the
forms and save them on your computer prior
to filling them out.

Form 100 English
Form 100 Spanish
Form 4 English
Form 4 Spanish
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Knights of Columbus
Florida State Council

STATE WINNERS
GRADE NAME
8
9
10
11
12

DYLAN
JONAH
ANDREA
JOSEPH
GRACE

COUNCIL DIST REGION
15332
13240
8086
14132
13172

51
25
20
25
69

5
3
3
3
6

STATE RUNNERS-UP
GRADE NAME
8
9
10
11
12

JULIETTE
HANNA
AMELY
MATTHEW
DANIELA

COUNCIL DIST REGION
14084
16492
12110
12110
12110

48
13
45
45
45

4
2
4
4
4
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
“Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
Editor
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Marketing Department Information

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team
How to Write for the Invocation
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Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffe changes for 2019-20
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Do you shop on
Amazon? If so, you
can now have .05%
of your purchases
donated to Florida
K of C Charities! All
you need to so is use the
link for Amazon Smiles.
To activate this on
your Amazon account
just click on this link
Amazonsmile that’s all
you have to do!

The Knights of Columbus VAVA Volunteers for the 2020 KofC VAVS Volunteers of the year.
of the year have been announced. Please To read the announcements click in their names
congratulate SK Michael R. Sedor, Council below.
12322 and Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty from
SK Michael R. Sedor Council 12322
the WPB VAVS for the honor in their selections
Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families,
and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
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Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache

ibacache@bellsouth.net

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTOR

Doug Murray

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

douglasjmurray@hotmail.com

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

COLUMBIA

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

Stephen Ring
steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek
gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus
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