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Celebrating Blessed
Michael J. McGivney

INVOCATION

A

beautiful Mass of Thanksgiving was
held at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Miami
honoring Blessed Michael J McGivney
5:30 pm Saturday October 31, 2020.
The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop of
Miami Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski. It
was concelebrated by State Chaplain Monsignor
Thomas Skindeleski, St Mary’s Pastor Very
Reverend Christopher B. Marino and Reverend
Reynold Brevil, Parochial Vicar.
In attendance were Florida District
Master John O’Toole, Former District
Master Robert Read PSD, Florida District
Vice Marshall Jim Buzzella, Florida State
Council Warden Michael Gizewski with his
wife Lisa, Florida State Council Marketing
Director George A Hayek with his wife
Gema. Among the congregants were
District Deputies and Brother Knights eager
to enjoy this once in a life time experience.
Two dozen Color Corps members
attended at the request Archbishop Wenski
to honor and Blessed Michael McGivney.
Among the Sir Knights that participated
in were District Deputies, Grand Knights,
Faithful Navigators and State Vice
Membership Director Jorge Ibacache.

A moving event was experienced for all in
attendance. I witness many with tears flowing
from their eyes as they personally connected with
the newly beatified founder of the Knights of
Columbus.
Archbishop Wenski delivered a stirring homily
that praised Blessed Michel McGivney for his
holiness, selflessness and personal charity to his
fellow man.
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We Knights of Columbus revere Blessed McGivney’s example to help make them better
Michael McGivney for the example he showed priests. He is a priest’s priest and with a tender
us on how to live our lives with humility and heart that touches all of us in the order.
compassion. We witness many priests who
Blessed Michael McGivney – Pray for Us
demonstratively embrace Blessed Michael

O

n October 31, 2020 our founder Father
Michael J. McGivney was beatified at
Saint Joseph's Cathedral in Hartford, CT.
To see the video of the Mass click Beatification
Mass.
The miracle that Pope Francis approved that
moved Blessed Father McGivney to be beatified
was the healing of an unborn child in Utero. To
see the video about the family in TN and the
child, Michael who is now 5 yrs. old please go
to McGiveny Miracle Baby.
There are many resources that are available for
the Councils on the Supreme Website including
the opportunity to get the updated prayer cards
for the Canonization of Blessed Father Michael
J. McGivney. You can go to Council Resources
to view everything.
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hree Daytona Councils
celebrate Beatification
of Fr. McGivney.
St. Brendan the Navigator
celebrated the Beatification of
Blessed Michael McGivney at
the 8 a.m. All Saints Day Mass
on Sunday, Nov. 1.
The Mass, celebrated by
St. Brendan Pastor Father
Tom Barrett, was a joint effort
among Knights of Columbus
Councils
13018,
Father
Eamonn Gill, St. Brendan’s,
Grand Knight Phil Minicozzi;
Council 8791, Prince of Peace,
Grand Knight Chuck Armstrong; and Council
1895, Basilica of St. Paul, Grand Knight Bob
Schornstein.
GK Phil Minicozzi came up with the idea and
brought the Knights together for the Mass. The
Mass had a near-capacity turnout of 170 despite
the early hour, with many Knights in attendance

C

ouncil 10055, San Marcelino Champagnat,
celebrated a Vigil Mass on Friday, October
30th at the St. Brendan community in
observance of Father Michael McGivney’s

wearing their respective council shirts.
District 18 Deputy Harold Bennett was in
attendance. Color Corps Commanders John
O’Malley (Assembly 2794, Our Lady of Hope,
Port Orange) and Bob Simcoe (Assembly 2901)
led the Color Corps, with eight Sir Knights in
regalia.

beatification. The activity
began in earnest when
a bilingual Novena was
conducted
virtually
beginning on Thursday,
October 22nd. The last day
of the Novena was prayed
at the end of the vigil mass.
Members
of
the
council, their spouses and
parishioners were given the
Father McGivney Prayer
cards and the I am a Knight
card and snippets of his life
read by the Grand Knight
were part of the ceremony.
Social distancing was maintained throughout
except for the brief period when the group picture
was taken.
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Blessed Michael McGivney

T

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

his October 31st, we witnessed
the beatification of Fr. Michael J.
McGivney, founder of the Knights of
Columbus, truly an amazing event for
every Catholic American to be proud of. Blessed
Michael McGivney continues to pray for and
intercede on our behalf. All are encouraged to
share any favors attributed to the intercession of
Blessed Michael McGivney, with the McGivney
Guild, which can be accessed through the www.
kofc.org website.
This past November 2, 2020, we witnessed an
election of our national presidency, along with
many local officials. We are living in trying times,
with a country divided over political and social
issues ranging from how to deal with a pandemic,
illegal
immigration,
employment,
tax
reform and many other
contentious issues.
These times should
cause us to reflect on
the
situation
many
witnessed at the close of
the Civil War. Abraham
Lincoln gave one of his
final speeches two days
after the surrender of
Confederate
General
Robert E. Lee’s army,
which is considered the
end of the Civil War.
Lincoln stated “By
these recent successes
the re-inauguration of
the national authority -reconstruction -- which
has had a large share of thought from the first, is
pressed much more closely upon our attention. It
is fraught with great difficulty. Unlike a case of
a war between independent nations, there is no
authorized organ for us to treat with. No one man

has authority to give up
the rebellion for any other
man.
We
simply
must
begin with, and mould
from, disorganized and
discordant elements. Nor
is it a small additional
embarrassment that we,
the loyal people, differ
Deputy Scott A.
among ourselves as to the State
O’Connor
mode, manner, and means
of reconstruction.”
In
those brief words he summed up that there was
no roadmap to follow, that we as a people, though
loyal, differ among ourselves as to how to achieve
the common good. We in
our time, find ourselves
much in the same
situation that Lincoln and
his constituents found
themselves. We must find
common ground, begin at
the grass-roots level and
work together to rebuild
the republic.
As Catholic American
Citizens, we have a duty
to God and Country,
However, God comes first.
We cannot allow those
who would remove God
from every public forum
to succeed, we know that
when God is not present,
disorganization
and
discordant elements can
quickly bring down a society. Brother Knights and
ladies, let us strive to reach out to our neighbor,
show by example that we are who we claim to be,
patriotic Americans who happen to be Catholic.
I am pleased to announce that we will be holding
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a live in-person Mid-Year Meeting in 2020. The
Mid-Year Meeting will take place on December
4-5, 2020 at the beautiful Hyatt Regency Hotel at
the Orlando Convention Center. Our meeting will
consist of leadership training on December 4, for
all Regional Administrators and District Deputies,
and on Saturday, December 5, 2020 we will have
a program inclusive of Grand Knights and their
wives.
The Saturday sessions will open with a
Mass, include training programs, special guest
speakers, interactive sessions and will conclude
with a Vigil Mass followed by a reception and
awards presentation. Grand Knights will not be

compensated for travel expenses; however, the
reception will feature hot hors d’oeuvre’s and
a $5.00 cash bar. Musical entertainment (social
distancing) will be provided.
Special Commemorative Degree Certificates
are being prepared and will be mailed out this month
to all new members who joined through the virtual
degree program, during the month of October (see
example). The certificates commemorate the
beatification of Blessed Michael McGivney.
May you and your families have a joyous
Thanksgiving, and may we continue to reach out
to every Catholic Family, the opportunity to join
us in membership in the Knights of Columbus.
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The Culture of Life
By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

s I prepared this column, the tally
for the presidency of our country
still probably wouldn’t be known
for several days. I wasn’t surprised
that several Knight-parishioners and friends
said that they were so disgusted with the choice
of candidates this time that they weren’t going
to vote at all. That’s their choice, even though I
don’t agree with their conclusion. Perhaps they
feel that’s the best way to go. It’s a temptation for
anyone to give in to as a result of the acrimony and
bitterness of the campaign season. I don’t think
that it’s best not to vote at all, or that it would best
to skip voting for president.
Some voters may legitimately conclude
in conscience that they cannot vote for either
candidate of the two major political parties. There’s
a big difference between saying that something is
permissible and saying that it is the best thing to
do. There is also a big difference between saying
it’s legitimate not to vote for either of the two
main candidates and saying that one should not
vote at all. The U.S. Bishops and the Catechism
of the Catholic Church, say that “participation in
political life is a moral obligation” and, “As far
as possible citizens should take an active part in
public life.” In such cases that voters who conclude
in conscience that they cannot vote for either of the
two main candidates for president, they can write
in the name of a candidate of their choice. In any
case, voters can skip voting for a particular office,
but should still vote for other offices on the ballot.
In some of my previous columns, I have
addressed the importance of taking into account
the issue of abortion in voting for candidates on
Election Day. Some might question why that issue
should be so important in our election decisions.
They argue that “it’s just another issue like any
of the others.” In that regard, I would like to go
back to the time of Abraham Lincoln and the
Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858, which were a
series of seven debates between Abraham Lincoln,

a Republican candidate
for the U.S. Senate from
Illinois, and the incumbent
Senator,
Stephen
Douglas, the Democrat
candidate.
Although
Douglas won re-election
to the Senate that year,
the debates would set the
stage for the more hotly
contested
presidential State Chaplain Monsignor
Thomas Skindeleski
election two years later in
which Lincoln emerged
victorious.
Looking back at those debates, what is
noteworthy is that the main issue discussed in all
seven debates was slavery. Modern observers of
political debates would have a hard time imagining
candidates being so focused on one issue. If a
candidate tried to concentrate such attention on a
particular issue today, he or she would be accused
of being a “single-issue” candidate. Yet, in the
mid-19th century, the nation as a whole was so
preoccupied with the question of slavery, that a
candidate who didn’t speak primarily about this
topic would be seen as ignoring the most pressing
issue of the day while wasting time on trivialities.
For Lincoln, slavery was a moral issue that was
dividing the nation. In his famous “House Divided
Speech,” which Lincoln gave upon accepting the
nomination as the Republican Party candidate for
the U.S. Senate, Lincoln quoted the Bible in saying,
“A house divided against itself cannot stand.”
Fundamental to his argument was his conviction
that slavery must be dealt with as a moral wrong. It
violated the Declaration of Independence assertion
that “all men are created equal.” The “real issue”
in his debate with Douglas was the issue of right
and wrong, and Lincoln charged that his opponent
was trying to uphold a wrong.
I mention the Lincoln-Douglas debates because
they highlight how far political discourse has
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strayed from addressing the defining moral issue
of the time. In Lincoln’s time, the defining moral
issue was slavery; in our time, the defining moral
issue is abortion. Yet, most of our politicians,
the media and apparently most citizens would
rather not talk about abortion, either pro or con,
and thereby waste their time instead on petty
distractions.
Our Catholic Bishops of America teach that
Catholics are not single-issue voters. Yet “if a
candidate’s position on a single issue promotes an
intrinsically evil act, such as legalizing abortion,
redefining marriage in a way that denies its
essential meaning, or (promoting) racist behavior,
a voter may legitimately disqualify a candidate
from receiving support.”
There are some very devoted “pro-life”
Democrats and some “pro-choice” Republicans,
so voters must look at individual candidates’
positions and not just their party affiliations. People
who vote for pro-abortion candidates cooperate in
evil. Whether such cooperation in evil is morally
culpable as sinful depends on a variety of factors.

Catholics who are unsure of moral implications
of their election choices, especially with regard to
abortion—the defining moral issue of our time—
should discuss these matters with their priest in
Confession: to help them form their consciences
properly as faithful citizens, or to be absolved of
their sins, as the case may be.
Abortion is the defining moral issue of our
time because our country’s approach to this issue
will define our nation for years to come. If we are
committed to the proposition that “all men are
created equal,” then, it is within our power to steer
our nation away from the “culture of death” and,
instead, be defined as a nation committed to the
“culture of life.”
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The Feast of the Theotokos
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

his Feast is celebrated in both the Eastern
and Latin Church. But to understand this
Feast, we need to delve into the history
of it. This Feast is celebrated in both
Churches on November 21st. The celebration of
this Feast first appeared in the sixth century in
Jerusalem but did not become widely accepted in
the West until the 15th century.
Pope Pius V (1566-72) suppressed it, but in 1585
Pope Sixtus V reestablished the Feast. This Feast
has its origin and parallel in the New Testament.
Indications that this Feast was celebrated in the
first centuries of Christianity are found in the
traditions of Palestinian Christians, which say that
the Empress Helen built a church in honor of the
Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple.
Saint Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century,
also mentions this Feast. In the eighth century
Saints Germanus and
Tarasius,
Patriarchs
of Constantinople ,
delivered sermons on
the Feast of her Entry.
In the New Testament,
It was the custom in the
Hebrew faith to bring
all male children on
the eighth day of their
birth to be dedicated
to the service of God.
How appropriate, then,
that Jesus should be
brought to the Temple
to be dedicated to His
Father in Heaven. It
would be a dedication of
magnificent proportions.
That
dedication
would
eventually
affect all creation and
all humanity. This
dedication offered by

Mary and Joseph as they
placed Jesus in the arms
of the priest Zechariah
was so profound that it
would end in the Passion
and Death of Jesus. Thus,
in that dedication, began
the infancy of the ministry
of Jesus, which was
finally and fully visible at
Former State Chaplain
His Baptism.
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
And now, to the reason
for this specific Feast of
the Theotokos. Joachim
and Anna prayed to God to end their childlessness.
In return, if a child was born to them, they would
dedicate it to the service of God. Anna conceived
a female child through the Power of God and
named her Mary. Little
did Anna and Joachim
realize the far-reaching
effects of the granting
of their prayer to have
a child. God gave them
a gift of a female child
who would eventually
be known as the
Theotokos, the God
Bearer. When the Holy
Virgin reached the age
of three, her parents
decided to fulfill their
vow of bringing their
child to the Temple for
dedication to the service
of God. As Tradition
has it, her parents
gather their relatives
and friends together
singing sacred songs
and with lighted candles
processed to the Temple
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with the Holy Virgin. In the Temple, the Holy
Virgin met the High Priest Zechariah. The High
Priest, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, led the
Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies where only
he could enter and dedicated her to the service of
God.
What a beautiful parallel between Jesus and
Mary of their Dedications. By her Dedication,
Mary becomes the first Apostle of Jesus. Her
mission, given to her by God the Father, was
to bring forth the Messiah and to proclaim His
Redemption for creation and for all mankind. The
Immaculate One, the Theotokos was to proclaim
the Day of Salvation promised by God to Adam
and Eve and to all their posterity. This Feast
represents to us the thanksgiving and gratefulness
of Joachim and Anna for a prayer answered. But,
most of all, this Feast foretells God’s blessing for
the human race, the preaching of salvation, the
promise of the coming of Christ.
We are now the inheritors of that blessing
from God in the Birth, Passion and Death of
Jesus Christ. In every Feast of the Church there

is a practicality in daily living for us. It was in her
conception that the Theotokos became the first
Apostle and it was in her Baptism at Pentecost that
she received the fullness of ministry to others in
the Name of Jesus Christ. We have been baptized
and crismated/received confirmation. We are now
Apostles of Jesus Christ. It is up to us now to
witness to that Birth, Passion and Death of Jesus
and to His Resurrection, bringing peace, love,
mercy and forgiveness to others. We are ministers
of the Gospel. Our lives must reflect the ministry of
Jesus, His Passion and Death in our own suffering
and His Resurrection in living our own joys. We
must reflect the stigmata of Jesus, His wounds on
his hands, feet and side in our own flesh through
how we accept life and share life. Celebrating this
Feast means we accept from Jesus the ministry of
changing the face of the earth one person at a time,
filling them with the Grace of the Father in Heaven
and the love mercy and forgiveness of Jesus.

Blessing of The Pets
Council 8086 Our Lady of Hope
Catholic Church in Port Orange
recently held its first Blessing of the
Pets at the parish parking lot.
Pastor Father Matt Mello and
Pastoral Vicar Titus Kachinda blessed
40 dogs and cats in a socially distanced
setting.
SK Dr. Ernie Jackson came up with
the idea, along with procuring dog
tags and medals for the pets.
The Knights used the opportunity
to recruit, presenting Catholic nonKnight male pet owners over the age of
18 with Form 100s.
The Council also used the Knights’
first public outdoor activity in months
to begin selling ducks for the fourth
annual Duck Derby on Nov. 1.
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” William E. Lori:
(Gospel for Nov. 22, Mt 25:40)
This month, I challenge you to find a way to
directly serve the poor, the sick, the needy or the
t. Teresa of Calcutta observed that in the imprisoned in some way, such as by serving in a
poor we can see Christ in a distressing soup kitchen. Second, I challenge you to join with
disguise. Quite frankly, it can be difficult your brother Knights in the Faith in Action Food
to see Christ in some of those who suffer. for Families program so as to help feed the hungry
But we, by virtue of our baptism, are Christians in your midst.
on a mission: We are called not to ignore those
who suffer, but to attend to their physical and Questions for Reflection:
spiritual needs. May we, my brother Knights,
Why is it so difficult at times to see Christ in
strive to recognize the face of Christ — however every human person? What obstacles exist in your
obscured it may seem — in the faces of the poor life that prevent you from being more aware and
and suffering around us and respond to them with attentive to the serious needs of others? How can
Christ’s love and compassion.
serving others help you see Christ in them?

S

A Force For Good In This World

"

W

e humbly ask that you glorify your
venerable servant, Fr. Michael
J. McGivney on earth according
to the design of your holy will.”
How many tens of millions, hundreds of millions
of times has our loving God heard this sentence
from the prayer for Fr. McGivney’s canonization?
Asking only to fulfill God’s holy will; requested
humbly.
No doubt, you, like I, have been saying this
prayer of supplication for years. Now those
prayers have been answered as our Venerable
Founder becomes our Blessed Founder. The
journey began December 18, 1997 when the
Cause for Sainthood was opened in Hartford,
Connecticut by Archbishop Daniel Cronin. Nearly
five years later the official document, the Positio,
outlining the case for Fr. McGivney’s cause was
sent to Rome. On March 15, 2008 Fr. McGivney
was declared “Venerable” indicating he lived a

life of heroic virtue. This year on May 27, nearly
twenty-three years after his cause was opened,
Pope Francis authorized a decree that a miracle
attributed to Fr. McGivney’s intercession has been
approved.
October 2020 will long be remembered as
the month Fr. McGivney’s beatification Mass
was celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in
Hartford. It is currently scheduled for October 31.
This will be a time of great joy and happiness for
all members of the Knights of Columbus.
Spotlighting our founder and his reasons for
founding the Order; i.e., to strengthen men in
their faith and to provide for the financial needs
of families overwhelmed by illness or death of
the breadwinner, this spotlight will draw more
Catholic men to join with us. Our Order is an
immense force for good in this world with the
billions of dollars donated to worthy causes over
the past decade, strengthening our fraternal bonds
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with acts of charity. The Knights of Columbus
helps us husbands and fathers not only fortify
our faith, but also provides an opportunity for us
to protect our families. Is it significant that the
approved miracle involved the son of one of our
general agents from our insurance program?
I like to think so. When Patrick McGivney
died unexpectedly, young Michael had to leave
the seminary to help provide for his family. He
and his family struggled through the loss of his
father and then as the curate at St. Mary’s he saw
parishioners facing similar situations. He saw a
need and he took action. He organized; he led, he
inspired. He was concerned with both the spiritual
and the temporal well-being of those around him.
Speaking of being a man of action, now is the
time for you to take action: You will soon receive,
if you have not yet already received it, the 2020
Fraternal Survey. It may be filled out in paper
form or online. Whether on paper or online,
please take a minute to complete it. It will be
prefilled with much of your information to make
it a snap to complete. It will provide information

that will help me serve you better. There is a very
informative insert included in the survey packet.
Please take a minute to review that, too.
I consider it a worthy calling to carry on the
work of our soon to be Blessed Founder. It’s been
my great pleasure to work with many of you to
help you protect your family and I look forward to
continuing to serve you. Please call me if you have
any questions or concerns.
Thanks to you for all the good works you carry
out in the name of the Order. Your acts of charity
are even more critical considering this current
pandemic. Thank you for all you do!

2 weeks ago, we celebrated the
Blessing of the 100th Ultrasound
in the Florida Jurisdiction. No
other Jurisdiction has reached
this plateau in ultrasounds.
Again, Florida has become #1 in
the Order.
The Ultrasound was donated to
CPCI Gainesville clinic. It was
Blessed by Bishop Felipe J. Esteves of the Diocese of Augustine.
If you would like to see the video
of the ceremony click on the lick
below:
Ceremony of the 100th Ultrasound
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Helping Mothers to Be

ur council 2112 has been providing the
JMJPC with donations of baby related
items since September. Since then, we
have donated 5 baby cribs, a truckload
of diapers (courtesy of Good Shepherd Church),
car seats, crib bedding, strollers and other items
that mothers-to-be will need. JMJ’s mission
statement: “JMJ supports the God-given right of
every pregnant woman to give birth and the right
of every unborn child to be born."
As such, they offer FREE services to expectant
mothers including ultrasound, pregnancy tests,
and donations of baby items. In addition, 100%
of JMJ Pregnancy Center’s funding comes
from donations. They are not funded through
the Diocese, nor do they receive state or federal
funding. While some of their revenue comes from
church baby bottle drives, the majority comes
through individual donors like us! These women
are often from low-income families, sometimes
homeless, and many times abandoned by the
father-to-be. They need our help and helping the
unborn is what we Knights do!
JMJ sees over a thousand young women every
year, and therefore the demand for baby items is
huge. In addition to the items above, they also
need things like baby clothing, baby food and
formula, highchairs, bassinettes, crib mattresses,
etc. Council 2112 has taken up this worthy cause
in 2020 to assist those that have chosen the right
to life!
JMJ (Jesus Mary and Joseph) Pregnancy
Center, aka JMJPC, celebrated its 30th anniversary
this year and held its annual fund-raising gala
on September 19 in Orlando. During the past 30
years, JMJ Pregnancy Center has been a witness
of God's love to thousands of women facing crisis
pregnancies and families needing support. The
Gala is their largest fundraiser of the year with
approximately 500 people attended, helping this
non-profit organization to raise much needed
money to fund them through the next year. The
JMJ Executive Director acknowledged all the

corporate and individual donors who helped
with volunteering and donations throughout the
year. He made a special acknowledgement of the
Knights of Columbus and asked all Knights in the
audience to raise their hand. Over 50 hands went
up in response!
This year, Council 2112 hosted a table through
personal donations of those who attended: Eoghan
and Haydie Heussaff, Bob and Anne Hurley,
Chuck and Joan Ritzel, Joe Kollar, Colleen and
Ron Abate. Father Benjamin Lehnertz, pastor of
ST Joseph Catholic church, attended and blessed
the meal. Everyone enjoyed a delicious meal and
entertainment by the John Angotti Band, as well
as testimony from mothers who once considered
abortion, but who then reconsidered and brought
beautiful babies into this world. Here is the
impact that JMJPC has had since January 1, 2020:
3,976 appointments; 1,196 pregnancy tests; 936
Ultrasounds; 109,217 donated baby supplies. Data
from 2019 shows that 85% of clients who received
an ultrasound indicated that they intended to carry
the baby to full term.
If you would like to help mothers-to-be
through donations to JMJPC, please contact Ron
Abate for more information on JMJPC, volunteer
opportunities, and donations, please visit:
https://www.jmjpc.org/ Please also visit their
donation website at:

https://www.jmjpc.org/material-donations.html
to see the latest critical items they are seeking
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March for Life

O

ur Lady of Hope Council 8086 held
its annual March for Life on Sunday,
Oct. 25. Twenty-seven Knights, led by
Pastor Matt Mello and Deacon Mike
Rosolino, were joined by an additional two dozen
parishioners for one hour on busy Clyde Morris
Blvd. in Port Orange, in front of the church.
Both Knights and parishioners carried signs
with pro-life messages.
The Knights also placed more than 220 white
crosses on parish property for the week, in
addition to a large sign urging people to pray for
the innocent 4,000 babies who are aborted daily in
the United States.
“This year’s March for Life was very well
received by the public,” said Grand Knight John
O’Malley. “We were gratified with the positive
response – horn-honking, waving and thumbs up
from many of the passers-by. I did not hear of a
single negative comment during our one-hour
vigil.”
Prior to the March, Father Matt led the group in
a prayer service.
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Life Chain Sunday

n the middle of the pandemic and on a rainy
Oct 4th, the pro-lifers of Council 6391 and
their families formed a life chain on State
Road 44 in Inverness in front of Our Lady of
Fatima Church.
Since 1987, the first Sunday of October is
traditionally “Life Chain Sunday”. This is the
Sunday that Christians gather together peacefully
in prayer for the end of legalized abortions in the
United States.
The Life Chain is a way to fight for the rights of
the unborn. The participants freely and visibly form
a chain holding signs and praying for the unborn,
and asking for an end to legalized abortions.
Brothers and their families gathered before
God in belief that abortion will end. They gathered
stood on a rainy Sunday before God on behalf of
the children aborted praying for an end to legalized
abortions.

O

n the hot and humid late afternoon of
Saturday, October 10, 2020, Brother
Knights of Incarnation Council 8612 of
Tampa, Florida and parishioners of Incarnation
Catholic Church, Tampa, Florida began to gather
around the Monument to the Unborn to recite
Prayers for The Intercessions for Life as Respect
for Life activities commences. The Monument
to the Unborn was donated by the Knights of
Columbus Council 8612 on October 5, 2008.
Today, we rededicated the Monument and gave
thanks to then Grand Knight, Harry Sheridan
and then District Deputy, Joe Grazlavich for
putting forth this donation.
Speaking to everyone with words of spiritual
reflection, Parochial Vicar and Worthy Chaplain
of Incarnation Council 8612, Father Brian
Fabiszewski reminds us of how precious life is
and as Catholics, it is our duty to channel our
efforts to end abortion. After our Chaplain’s
appeal on behalf of the unborn, Father Brian,
flanked by Deacon Frank Julian, leads everyone
in the Prayers for The Intercessions for Life

followed by a Blessing of The Monument to
the Unborn (picture #4). At the conclusion of
the Respect for Life activities, Council 8612
Financial Secretary, Ralph Galera, thanked
Father Brian Fabiszewski and Deacon Frank
Julian. In addition, several Brother Knights from
Council 8612 posed behind the Monument to the
Unborn after ensuring attendees wore masks and
complied with social distancing requirements.
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Knights Support Ordinariate Mission

A

s Knights of Columbus nationwide
have stepped into the breach to help
re-open parishes, brother Knights of
St. Thomas à Becket Council #16236
continue to serve the faithful of the Personal
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter by forming
a round table at a fast-growing mission east of
Orlando.
St. John Fisher (https://www.facebook.com/
orlandocatholic/) was founded as a mission of
Orlando’s Incarnation Catholic Church (https://
www.ordinariate.org/) in December 2016,
relocating to Andover Elementary School in east
Orange County this past January. Incarnation
and St. John Fisher are two of three Florida
communities of the Personal Ordinariate of the
Chair of St. Peter, a diocese established to bring
former Anglicans into full communion with Rome
while preserving English liturgy and patrimony.
A third community, St. James (https://www.
facebook.com/StJamesCC.org) celebrates Mass
in Jacksonville.

Brother Knights have supported growth of
the Ordinariate in Florida since formation of
the Incarnation round table under Bishop Grady
Council #5618 in March 2014. St. Thomas à Becket
Council #16236 at Incarnation was chartered in
June 2015 and has grown to over fifty members.
With attendance at St. John Fisher increasing since
the resumption of 8:00am and 10:15am Masses in
late June, Council #16236 formed a round table
in August, ensuring that men of the Order will be
on hand to serve Fr. Jason McCrimmon and the
Ordinariate mission. Knights at St. John Fisher
continue to serve as altar servers, greeters, lectors,
ushers, and leaders of the small (yet traditional)
10:15 Mass choir.
Council #16236 Knights from Incarnation
and St. John Fisher assisted at Confirmation and
First Communion Masses during Ordinariate
Bishop Steven J. Lopes’s visit in early October.
St. Thomas à Becket Knights stand ready to serve
Incarnation and St. John Fisher as “the strong right
arm of the Church.”
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A Unique Drive Thru

S

an Isidro Council 16980 was proud to host
this past weekend, the free distribution of
household items to our parish community
and surrounding Catholic churches. Our
Food Ministry program partnered with the help of
Knights of St. Paul of the Lighthouse, with Food
for the Poor, Inc., and Mathew 25 ministries to
facilitate the distribution of these household items.
A truck containing these items arrived last
Wednesday and through the leadership of Gilda
Kawano, Parish Business Manager, and Romulo
Barbera, Grand Knight of San Isidro Council
16980, we were able to meet with parish volunteers
to discuss the logistics of the distribution of these
items.
A multitude of parish volunteers, young and old,
male and female, came to serve in the packaging
of these items from Wednesday until Thursday
afternoon. We had packaged about 1200 bags
which contained detergent, paper towels, toilet
tissue, shaving kit, deodorant among other things.
The volunteers were treated to free breakfast,
lunch, and snacks throughout the packaging
activity. Over the weekend, members of Food
for the Poor came out to videotape and interview
the Pastor and the Coordinators as well as to take
shots of the distribution effort.
The Dance Ministry provided music and dance

which gave a lively spirit. Rain did not deter the
volunteers from distributing the items as a caravan
of cars waited in line to receive the bags. We thank
all the Parish volunteers and ministries who came
to support this effort and who spent countless
hours doing this work of mercy. We also thank
Food for the Poor, Inc, Ministry Mathew 25, and
the Knights of Columbus and the many parish
organizations who came to serve our Church.
Lastly, we thank Almighty God for giving us
this great blessing to serve our parish community.
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Council Holds Drive-Through Dinner

S

t. Rita Parish Council 8419 in
Wellington held its first fund
raiser of the new Columbian
Year on Saturday, Oct. 3.
The Council hosted a drive-through
dinner, comprised of baked ziti
Bolognese, garlic bread and dessert.
Chef John Bosso and Francesco
Truglio prepared the dinner, assisted
by Brother Knights GK John
Kingston, DGK Manny Zapata, FS
Bryan Quinsey, PGK Ken Deischer
and Vince Devore.
The response was far better than
expected. The plan was to serve
approximately 100 meals between
5:30-7:30 p.m., but the food ran out at 6:15 p.m.
after serving 118 meals. Unfortunately, people
were turned away.
The event turned a profit of $996, which will
be donated to our Pastor to offset some of the debt
due on our Diocesan Service Appeal.
“Three key things helped make this event
successful,” explained GK John Kingston. “First,

we had an illustrated advertisement in our bulletin
for the four weeks prior to the dinner. Second, our
Pastor Father Mario allowed us to have an email
sent to all parishioners on Oct. 1 with details about
the dinner. Finally, we were given strong support
from our DD Mario Garcia. He sent several emails
to his other Councils and several of them attended
our dinner.”

Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 in Port
Orange recently delivered approximately 450
boxes of nutritionally balanced meals to the
Parish food pantry.
The meals were donated by Am Vets Post #2 in
Edgewater. Knights delivered three van loads
full of boxed meals, with each box good for five
meals - about 2,250 meals total.
Council Chancellor Dr. Ernie Jackson was the
point of contact for this activity in his role as
Community Director.
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Council Honors First Responders

F

or nearly 15 years, Knights of Columbus
St. Cloud/Kissimmee Council 6624 has
held its annual Hero's Night Social for
all the local first responders of Osceola
County – the Kissimmee Police Department, the
Kissimmee Fire Department, the St. Cloud Police
Department, St. Cloud Fire Rescue, Osceola
County Sheriff's Department, Osceola County
Fire Rescue, Osceola County Department of
Corrections; and the local office of the Florida
Highway Patrol.
However with the pandemic, the event was on
again, off again, but finally held on Wednesday
evening, October 21, at our Council hall. Not
everyone could attend the Hero's Night Social but
we also were able to stream the awards ceremony
via Zoom for those at home.
Heroes Night is special because it allows
Council 6624 members to share a meal with our
local first responders and personally thank them
for their service to the community. This is more
important than ever in today's world. The evening
also is special to our Brother Knights and their
families because each sheriff, chief, or department
head provides a background stories for each
individual or team that was chosen as the 2020
Hero of the Year.

This year, our Heroes did everything from
saving a drowning toddler, to literally rushing into
a burning house and rescuing a family, to saving
the life of an elderly accident victim. However,
the best story of the evening described why the
Florida Highway Patrol selected why Trooper
Geoffrey Pubillones and his K9 partner, Rico, as
their 2020 Heroes of the Year.
K9 Officer Rico seemed to do most of the work
and was responsible for finding over $24 Million
dollars in drugs and even helped to break up a
counterfeiting ring.
The Council also paid tribute to outgoing
Osceola County Sheriff, Russ Gibson, and
thanking him for his long-standing service to
everyone in Osceola County. He will leave his
mark on the Sheriff's Department and we wish
him well in the future.
Finally, Council 6624 was pleased to welcome
Jason Duran as our newest Council member and
invited Jason and his family to be our guests
of honor for the Heroes Night Social. It was
especially fitting since Jason is a member of the
Florida Highway Patrol.
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Annual Coastal Duck Derby

O

ur Lady of Hope Council 8086 went
indoors for its fourth annual Coastal
Duck Derby on Sunday, Nov. 1. The
drawing was held at the L.A. Fitness
pool in Port Orange.
The event was formerly held at the lake at
City Center during Port Orange Family Days, but
that activity was cancelled due to the pandemic.
L.A. Fitness stepped up and offered the use of its
swimming pool for the Derby.
After 1,281 plastic ducks were let loose in the
pool, SK Richie Smatt – wearing a duck costume
– took to the water to “rescue” the winning ducks.
The Council’s largest fund raiser paid $1,800 in
prizes, ranging from $1,000 for first to $100 for
fourth.
Despite the late start and limited outdoor sales,

the program continues to be very successful. This
year generated $5,370 in duck sales and $4,500 in
sponsorship, netting $8,070.
All funds raised will benefit Knights of
Columbus programs, including Coats for Kids,
Pregnancy Crisis Center, Community Youth
Programs, and Children with Disabilities.
This year’s program has been challenging
due to the cancellation of all of the events where
Knights have annually sold chances, including
many community events in Port Orange, Daytona
Beach and New Smyrna Beach.
PGK Tim Mell came up with the idea during his
tenure as Grand Knight, and continues to oversee
the event.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

20

INVOCATION

Council Hosts Seminary Picnic

S

t Bernadette Knights of Columbus Council
8382 Davie, Fl had the honored to be ask
to host a picnic for the Seminarians from
Saint John Vianney College Seminary and
the Saint Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary on
Saturday, October 10 at Saint Bernadette Catholic
Church in Davie Florida.
The Knights of Columbus provided hospitality
in a safe place to escape the seminary campus by
hosting this picnic for the seminary on October
10 at Saint Bernadette Catholic Church in Davie
Florida
Seminarians expressed their appreciation to the
Knights of Columbus and Fr. Bryan Garcia for the
invitation and opportunity to get off their campus
for a few hours and relax with a picnic, food,
sports, socializing and relaxation opportunities
We Knights were proud and honored to serve
these men and see them have a great day.
We were also honored by having in attendance
Archbishop Thomas Wenski, Fr. Mathew Gomez,
Director of Vocations, Fr. Bryan Garcia Pastor
of St Bernadette Parish, Fr. Mario Avila Vivero

Parochial Vicar of St Bernadette and Fr. D Ryan
Saunders, Parochial Vicar of Epiphany Church.
These men enjoyed an afternoon of fun and
food since they have been sequestered due to
COVID-19 since March 2020.
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Scouts Retire American Flags

K

nights of Columbus Council 7091
of Cypress Gardens and its Frank
J. Durbin Fourth Degree Assembly
2608 recently earned positive media
coverage for supporting a flag retirement ceremony
conducted by Boy Scout Troop 515 of Holy Cross
Episcopal Church in Winter Haven and for helping
a member of the troop earn Eagle Scout status.
Stories published in the August 23 editions of
The Ledger and its sister publication, the NewsChief, focused on the Knights donating many of
the more than 100 torn and tattered American
flags that were retired in the ceremony on June 13
at Cypresswood Golf & Country Club in Winter
Haven, as well as the Council’s donation of $100
to scout Bryson Cassidy to help defray the cost
of his Eagle Scout project. Working with several
other scouts and adults with carpentry skills,
Cassidy enhanced seating in a visitor’s area at Bok
Tower Gardens in Lake Wales.
The positive newspaper stories were based
on a press release distributed to the media by
Ken Nelson, who serves as Recorder and Public

Relations Director of Council 7091.
Nelson also provided the media with a color
photo showing Sal Porta, the Knight who
spearheaded the flag collection drive, presenting
flags donated by his brother Knights to a scout
leader. Porta collected the flags from Assembly
and Council members at meetings over a fivemonth period leading up to the ceremony. This
picture illustrated the story in both newspapers.
Based on information in the release, the
newspaper stories also explained how Porta was
recognized during the ceremony for his role in
starting Troop 515 and subsequently serving it in
a leadership role for many years.
Despite inclement weather, the ceremony drew
more than 100 people. The flags were retired
with the dignity they deserved by being carefully
placed in a bonfire by senior level scouts and their
leaders. This is the method prescribed by the U.S.
military for retiring worn out American flags. All
this background information from the release was
also reflected in the stories.
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Our First Principle of Charity

O

ur first principle is Charity. It is the
virtue upon which adherence to God’s
Will is built. We all wish to believe
our lives and actions are in accordance
with the Will of God. Unfortunately, we have the
capacity to rationalize our actions, our lack of
actions and our attitudes.
During this time of the pandemic emergency,
we have a ready-made reason for lack of action
and for a non-charitable attitude. Until recently,
we were required to cease gathering in groups,
which severely hampered efforts to raise funds
for charitable purposes. In this position of VicePresident of Florida KofC Charities, Inc., I have
seen the steady decline of both Council and
individual donations to our various programs.
Unfortunately, I have also experienced various
levels of non-charitable attitudes expressed either
in person, on phone calls and in emails.
As Knights, we must constantly guard against
non-charitable attitudes, words and actions. We
must constantly be active in our own conversion
and pray for the grace of conversion for others.
As Knights, we must keep foremost in our mind
our principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and
Patriotism, our obedience to Holy Mother Church
and act accordingly.
As individuals, we should always examine our
lives and attitudes in the light of our principles, the
precepts of the Church and of course, the Gospels.
As members of Councils, we should always
examine our Council’s activities and attitudes in
the same way.
Florida KofC Charities, Inc. has seen an
increase in the number of requests for grants for
various charitable causes, all of which are worthy

efforts. Sadly, we have not been able to respond
as vigorously as we would like, due to the decline
in donations. The majority of donations received
are Designated Donations which means the funds
received are sent out to the Designated donees, in
the same amount as we received. Charities, Inc.
does not charge any fee for processing checks
through our bank accounts. Our bank accounts are
fee based which represent costs to Charities, Inc.
just as accounts for many Councils and individuals.
The various Charities, Inc. programs support
those areas of life that we, as Knights, hold dear.
Helping Life, Vocations, Citizens with Disabilities
Campaign, Mobile Disabilities, Memorial and
Healing Mass Cards and Special Olympics support
the causes from which the names are derived.
The Raffle supports the General Operations of
Charities, Inc. that includes bank fees, audit fees,
software costs for bookkeeping, Convention,
Organizational and Mid-Year meetings. Charities,
Inc., depends upon the generosity of our individual
members and our Councils in order to support our
less fortunate brothers and sisters.
It is my sincere hope that each and every
member in our great Florida jurisdiction will
respond generously to the Address Labels that
have been recently mailed, our Vocations Letter
which will be mailed soon, the Raffle effort as
well as our other worthy efforts. It is together that
we become a force of charity that can overcome
the hardships that our less fortunate brothers and
sisters experience every day.
Check out our website here.
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Breast Cancer Awareness

K

nights of Columbus St. Cloud/
Kissimmee Council 6624 followed its
annual tradition by dedicating one of
its bingo sessions to improve breast
cancer awareness.
Nearly all the Brother Knights, their families,
and even the bingo players themselves wore pink
on Friday, October 21 to commemorate "Breast
Cancer Awareness Month 2020.”

A few members even colored their hair pink for
this special occasion. At the end of the evening,
a donation by the Knights, their families, and
the bingo players was collected to benefit Breast
Cancer Awareness Month 2020.
Bingo goers wear pink to support Council
6624’s annual Breast Cancer Awareness Month
2010 bingo night.

Our Lady Queen of Peace
Knights of Columbus Council
11680 recently volunteered to
assist in the weekly Pack-A-Sack
efforts of the Parish’s St. Vincent
DePaul Society who prepare 100
weekend food bags for 100 local
food depraved children. At the
completion of packing the 100
weekend food bags, the Knights
donated $1,000 to the St. Vincent DePaul Society to continue
supporting the Pack-A-Sack food
program.
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Dolly Parton Imagination Library

K

of C Council 8086 recently made a
generous $250 donation to the Dolly
Parton Imagination Library committee.
Founded by the well-known
entertainer in her native Tennessee, the Imagination
Library provides one free book per month for
youngsters aged 1-5. That adds up to a library of
60 books before the student begins kindergarten
“Our goal is to allow students to begin their

education with a great school set,” said Dr. Cathy
Twyman, Early Childhood Education at Daytona
State College and member of the Imagination
Library committee.”
The local chapter of the program began six
years ago in Daytona Beach, and now also covers
youngsters in Port Orange, Holly Hill, Ormond
Beach and Deland.

Council Supports Parish Improvements

C

ouncil #13307 is housed at St. Patrick’s
Parish in Sarasota. It is a perpetually
active Council and a 2014-2015 Council
of the Year; the Priests of the Parish
were members but not active. Recently, at the start
of the pandemic, the Pastor was transferred, and a
new Administrator assigned, Father Paul Nguyen.
He is “very active” in the Council and is close to
the Knights.
When the GK asked “what” the Council might

to help the Parish, he responded quickly. He said
he needed the “grounds” of the Parish improved
upon in three projects: the Memorial Garden
housing ashes; the outside Stations of the Cross
area which had been neglected for many years;
and the Grotto of Mary located near the Stations
restored.
The President of the Ladies Auxiliary, Deidre
Isabelle, volunteered that the Ladies would do the
Memorial Garden and asked for some help from
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the Knights. Her husband Oscar, an active Knight,
helped with the coordination with the Knights.
The Administrator, Father Paul, actively helped
clean up as well. Twelve Ladies and Knights
volunteered and in less than a day, that area was
restored. This was accomplished in late August.
For the Stations, it was far more strenuous work.
Many of the Stations
had been tilted by the
growth of tree roots and
they looked haphazardly
placed. A lot of manual
labor would be needed
over two days in August.
One to “right” all the
Stations and then to put
chipped rock around all
the bases. To right-size
the monuments, many
of the tree roots had to
be chain sawed to free
the Stations. Pry bars
and levers were needed
to enable the Stations to
be freed so they could be
leveled. Once they were,
they were given a base
of crushed rock. The
Ladies, meanwhile, were
cleaning all the Stone
Stations and all the items
in Mary’s Grotto. Eight Knights and four Ladies
the first day; four Knights the second day.
For the Grotto of Mary, it was determined that a
paver sidewalk was needed. Skilled in paver work,

Deputy Grand Knight Mike Madigan supervised
all this work and a delegation of twelve Knights
and four Ladies contributed over a four-day period
to clean the Grotto and properly place and position
the pavers in early October. Father Paul was
active here helping move the many pavers to the
work area. Two skids were delivered. The Knights
placed them around the
construction area and
an underlayment was
added.
Then, under
the leadership of DGK
Madigan who had a
specific placement plan,
the many pavers were
systematically put into
place. A considerable
amount of “sweat equity”
was expended!
The
Administrator,
Father
Paul
was
“thrilled!” He thanked
the Knights “profusely”
again and again.
A
whole new relationship
has begun between the
Parish and the Council.
Grand Knight John
Iannotti wanted the
Council to continue to
work with the Parish,
so he labeled the Council’s theme for the year:
CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME!
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Promoting Solidarity and Unity

N

ew Mother Seton Council Palm Coast
Council 17480 holds combined Pig
Roast with Men’s Club to promote
solidarity and new membership!
A great time had by all as the Council has a
social distanced social at parish.
The unity of the New Council and the Men’s
Club has proven a great gift to the parish and the
Order. Fr. Jose, their Pastor and Chaplain, along
with Fr. Mason joined all.
The New Council has wasted no time in
working to help the Parish by Directing Covid
Testing there, providing Parish lot and Church
security aid and working extremely closely with
their Pastor.
To see members and their wives, enjoying this
social, complete with DJ, was good for the heart
and soul. These men are Knight’s in Action and
new membership has already com from this so
needed get together.

T

Are You A Member?

he Father Michael J. McGivney Guild cause for canonization and are invited to
serves as a source for
participate in promoting devotion
information about the life,
to this Servant of God. Members
works and spirituality of Father
of the Knights of Columbus are not
McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Father Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular
To join the Guild, register online at:
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
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Knights on Bikes

I

t was a cool crisp morning in North Florida
as seven motorcycles roared out of the
parking lot at Resurrection Catholic Church.
Fr. Peter Akin-Otiko had just provided the
bikers with a special blessing to send them on their
way. These brothers were on a mission. They
were out to raise funds and raise awareness for one
of the most ignored segments of our society, those
incarcerated in prison.
The Catholic Church teaches that there are
seven Corporal Works of Mercy; the fifth and
most often ignored is #5, Visit the prisoners.
Many of us find that it is easy to volunteer or
contribute to help those we can see. But those in
prison are “out of sight, out of mind”. Some have
even said that “they got what they deserve”. But
the USCCB states that “People in prison are still
people, made in the image and likeness of God.
No matter what someone has done, they deserve
the opportunity to hear the Word of God and find
the Truth of the message of Christ”.
There are more than 38 major prisons and 17
county jails in the 17 counties that comprise the
Diocese of St. Augustine (DOSA). DOSA Prison
Ministry ministers to the men and women in these
prisons. Their website states “We serve without

judging their guilt or innocence and whether they
have lost their way or not.” They do this with
limited resources.
The bikers roared into Macclenny, FL and
stopped at St. Mary Mother of Mercy Catholic
Church. Deacon Hecht and Father Rasch were
waiting on them with hot coffee and donuts.
Deacon Hecht and Father Rasch talked to the
men and explained how so many in the prisons
are thirsting for the Word of God. They also
explained that there is not a large budget for their
ministry and how they rely on the kindness of
the faithful to help reach these thirsting souls in
prison. The two graciously spent about 30 minutes
answering questions and giving greater insight
into their ministry. They then jumped in their
car and led the bikers in procession to Columbia
Correctional Institute where the bikers joined in
with several prison ministry chaplains and a few
volunteers. All moved to the shade of a large oak
tree on the grounds and proceeded to say a rosary
for our brothers in prison. After a few goodbye’s
the bikers saddled up and rode into Lake City for
lunch, all just a little bit different from when they
started the ride.
This was the first ride for Prison Ministry in
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pleased at the number of riders
who came from as far away as
Miami and Mexico for the ride.
He was even more pleased to
report that the ride generated
$1,000 to benefit Prison Ministry.
Gregg pledged that this would
continue to get bigger each year.
To learn more about the
Knights on Bikes – Florida, visit
our website at www.konbfla.com.
We are having two rides in
November all are welcome to
ride with us, please look at the
DOSA and was sponsored by the Knights on Bikes
upcoming events blast tab on our website.
(KonB), a group of KofC who ride motorcycles.
We also have a YouTube channel please visit
The idea for the ride was the brainchild of Diocesan
and share – Knights on Bikes Florida
Chairman Gregg Bell, PGK. Brother Gregg was

We Need Everyone on Board

F

or many years, Florida has been one of the
TOP Jurisdictions in our honored order
for membership gain. However, that has
not been the case recently. We are less
than 200 members away from the Top Division
1 Jurisdiction and 900 members behind the Top
Jurisdiction in the Order this year. You may be
asking yourself “why does this matter to me”??
Well, the reason is simple, Florida and the other
nine - large Division 1 jurisdictions account for
the vast majority of membership in the Order. If
Florida fails to reach its set goals then the burden
of maintaining our Order falls on the other nine,
to bring in our share. That is not only unfair to
them but a hardship for all. If we do not bring in
our numbers, there is a good chance that the Order
will contract instead of grow. I don’t think any of
us wants to be responsible for a downward spiral!
We believe that every Grand Knight, District
Deputy and Regional Administrator wants to lead
a legacy of success. Brothers, we have a plan
to ensure your success which leads to Catholic
Families securing a secure and safe future through

our many ministries!!!
Our State Deputy, Executive Board, General
Agents, Field Agents and Membership Team are
committed to supporting your quest to attain Star
Council and Star District. To help, we challenge
EVERY Council Officer and Program Director to
bring in ONE NEW MEMBER over the next eight
months. This is leading by example, here is how
you can achieve this goal:
*Challenge Councils to recruit at least 1 new
member per month. Does that sound familiar?
“One Member, Per Council, Per Month.” How do
you challenge the Council? By asking each of the
15 Council Officers to recruit 1 new member this
year. Propose the recruitment as an offer for new
families to join the Knights of Columbus. Each
month you can focus on having a different council
officer team be the recruiters, such as:
November: Grand Knight and Warden team up
to recruit one new member family each
December: Deputy Grand Knight and
Chancellor - team up to recruit one new member
family each
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January: Financial Secretary and Treasurer team up to recruit one new member family each
February: Lector and Recorder - team up to
recruit one new member family each
March: Chaplain and Advocate - team up to
recruit one new member family each
April: Inside and Outside Guard - team up to
recruit one new member family each
May: Trustees - team up to recruit one new
member family each
June: Membership and Program Directors team up to recruit one new member family each
You can also make it a competition, to see
which team can recruit the most.
You can GIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP
TO YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS!!! Invite other church Ministries to
attend our On--Line Degree, Especially Ladies
Auxiliaries and Columbiettes, along with their
husbands and family members!!!
We also challenge EVERY District Deputy to

have 5 new candidates from their District attend
the Live Degree every Thursday at 7pm for the
next 2 months!
We have answered every plea for help
throughout our communities this year, but our
membership is shrinking, we must bring in new
members to be able to continue to provide the
Charitable work we do so well. Together, we will
bring Florida back by supporting the growth of
our Councils and bringing Catholic families back
to Churches!!!
We witnessed the beatification of Blessed
Michael McGivney, let us continue to support the
process that Blessed Michael McGivney started,
realizing his dream of a Safe and Secure future
for every Catholic Family. Help us deliver this
message to all, no matter where they come from
or what other ministries they support.
Vivat Jesus and Blessed Michael McGivney
Pray for Us.

National Vocation Awareness Week

N

ational Vocation Awareness Week,
celebrated November 1-7, 2020, is an
annual week-long celebration of the
Catholic Church in the United States
dedicated to promote vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate and consecrated life through prayer and
education, and to renew our prayers and support for
those who are considering one of these particular
vocations.
Vocation comes from a Latin word which
means calling in the sense that we are "called"
to do something, we are "called" to be someone.
From the Christian perspective, the one doing the
"calling" is God. What do we feel we are called to
do with our life? Who is the person we are called
to be? How you answer that question is probably
the most interesting thing about you. It is the very
core of our life's happiness and fulfillment. It is
also how we find God. We are each given one wild
precious life—So, what are you going to do with

yours? The answer to this question is the mystery
of vocation.
Since God creates the world and each one of us
through the process of evolution, the divine call is
also evolutionary, meaning the call develops over
time, we hear it over time, and the call adapts to
our time and place. The responsibility for hearing,
interpreting, and responding to the "call" rests with
each person. No one else can answer the question
of your vocation but you. This book is a series of
reflections offered for people at all stages of life,
whether considering one's life-path for the first
time or seeking renewed direction after an already
full life
November 1 to 7, 2020 offers the Knights
of Columbus am opportunity to celebrate the
Beatified Michael J. McGivney, our founder. A
great role model for future vocations, let us seek
the intercession of Blessed Michael J. McGivney
to increase vocations to serve our Church and
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world. In this time of pandemic, we have an
example of a priest who gave his life in service to
the people of God during the Russian flu outbreak
and likely succumbed to it.
While financial support is greatly needed,
prayers are essential. As we pray for an increase
of priests, religious and permanent deacons, let
us not hesitate to invite our brothers and sisters
in Christ to consider a vocation. Direct them to a
diocesan vocation director. They can assist what
often is a time of questioning and discerning.
Young people have the social media and links
available to them on their phones and computers.
Every diocesan website has a vocation office link.
The Supreme website offers similar information,

T

www.kofc.org. As state vocation chairman and
RSVP coordinator I thank you for your generosity
of time, talent and treasure, more is needed because
we are growing. Let us put out into the deep for
the great catch!
Please contact me for ways you can donate and
how your council can be a resource to your parish
community for vocations. Finally, as Knights of
Columbus and family men, offer your assistance
to work with couples becoming engaged. The
sacrament of Marriage is the foundation of future
vocations. Further information can be found
at:
https://www.usccb.org/committees/clergyconsecrated-life-vocations.org

The Polar Plunge

he excitement surrounding our work
with Special Olympics (SO) continues
to grow. The Polar Plunge is making a
splash! Our Worthy State Deputy has
volunteered to join our Worthy State Secretary
and Brother Rob Urrutia in making the plunge if
Brother Rob can raise $6,000. So, let’s help our
State Deputy get wet by going to Brother Rob’s
page and making a donation. Everything helps!
Here’s the link
In addition to supporting Brother Rob, each
region now has a team in the Polar Plunge. The
region that raises the most will be awarded a
Challenge Cup by Special Olympics at our annual
convention. Each region has a team captain that
is helping to personalize the Plunge Page. Each
region can also customize the Plunge Event,
whether they host it locally or virtually. This
event will be as wet and wild as we can make it
so use your imagination and let’s support Special
Olympics in a BIG way! Here are the names and
links of the regional teams:

Region 2 Team Name: Dan’s Polar Dipping
Knights: http://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/
goto/PolarDippingKnights

Region 1 Team Name: Kris’ Kool Plunging
Knights: http://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/
goto/KoolPlungingKnights

I mentioned in last month’s Invocation about
the potential for some partnering with professional
sports. I can now announce that the Daytona

Region 3 Team Name: Gorgeous
Grillo’s Rocket Plungers http://give.
specialolympicsflorida.org/goto/
gorgeousgrillorocketplungers
Region 4 Team Name: Torricelli’s
Torrent Knight Plungers http://give.
specialolympicsflorida.org/goto/
Torrentknightsplungers
Region 5 Team Name: Wyer’s Wooly Bully
Knights http://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/
goto/WoolyBullyKnights
Region 6 Team Name: Bill’s
Bellyflopping Bomber Knights http://
give.specialolympicsflorida.org/goto/
Bellyfloppingbombers
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Member Directory

ooking for a brother Knight? Then
check out the member directory on the
floridakofc.org website. Clicking the
fifth blue button on the Options menu
opens the “Member Directory” page. This page is
also available from the “Directory” menu in the
blue ribbon by clicking on the “Member Locator”
button. This page shows two different search
options, “Member Search” and “Officer Search”.
For a quick exercise click on the “Member
Directory” button. Click on “Officer Search” and
then start typing Financial Secretary in the “By
Title” box. You will see financial secretary appear
before you are finished typing. Press enter and
type in your council number in the “By Council”
box. Now click on “Search” and then “View
Profile” and if you see your FS’s personal info you
succeeded.
Now try the next search option by clicking on
the “Member Search” button. To show just how
powerful this function is, follow these directions:
•
Type your last name in the appropriate
box and then hit the search button. You will see
a box below the search button saying “Searching

Member Database”. The result will be the display
of every member in the entire state database with
the same last name as you.
•
Now leave your last name but narrow the
search by typing in your council number. Now
you will see only those in your council with the
same last name.
•
Finally type just your council number but
leave the names blank and you will see the entire
roster of your council that the State Council has on
record. This roster reflects your latest Membership
update. You can advance the pages with the buttons
below the last name on the page.
Pressing the blue “View Profile” button to
the right of any name will show that member’s
information. Consider what info our roster
contains…or does not contain. It does not contain
an email address or phone number. Therefore,
the only way for us to update our info is for
each member to log on and in the “My Profile”
section discussed earlier and make the necessary
additions. We cannot make changes to another
members personal information, only our own.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

32

INVOCATION
International Speedway will be hosting a Knights
of Columbus Day at the Daytona 500. Tickets will
be available at great pricing with a tailgate party
included and $10 of each ticket going to Special
Olympics. There will be many other perks such
as a chance to meet drivers in the High 5 Tunnel,
onstage recognition of the Knights and more. One
lucky Knight may even get to say “Gentlemen,
Start your engines!” Stay tuned for additional
details!
The bocce program is still scheduled to start
with some locations as early as December. Check
with your local leadership for details or you

W

can call/email me. Also the athlete mentorship
program is a simple way to become involved
Even with the Covid pandemic this is a great way
to develop a personal relationship with an athlete
and help them develop to the full extent of their
abilities.
As always, may God reward you for your
support of our special athletes. I welcome any
suggestions you may have. I can be reached at
flkofcdd72@gmail.com. Vivat Jesus.
Pete Chiaravalle, FSC Special Olympics
Chairman.

Quilt Door Prize

e have some
great
news!
As an added
feature to our
2021 Florida State Convention,
Worthy Brother Bill Sodan
and his talented wife Tina
have donated a California
King Size, handmade quilt
which is a fantastic door prize.
This quilt comes with its own
carrying and storage case. The
proceeds from this Door Prize
Drawing go directly to the
Wheelchair Program.
Here’s how the Door Prize Drawing works:
•
Each Door Prize ticket is $5.00
•
Send your check, payable to Florida KofC
Charities, Inc. for the number of tickets at $5.00
you wish to 8298 Spicebush Terrace, Port St Lucie,
FL 34952, Attention: Steve Ring, VP/Director.
•
Alternatively, donations for the Quilt Door
Prize may be made on the State Web site. Click
on the Donate button and select “Quilt Donation”.
Please ensure your contact info is correct.
•
Florida KofC Charities will maintain the
record of the ticket numbers purchased by each
individual.
•
Each individual will receive a numbered

ticket that will have a corresponding numbered
ticket in the drawing jar. These will be mailed
periodically.
•
Florida KofC Charities will draw the
winning ticket at the 2021 Convention.
•
The winner need not be present to win.
The winner, if present, will receive the quilt at the
Convention. The winner, if not present, will be
notified by mail and we will make arrangements
to deliver the quilt to the winner.
If you have any questions, please contact Steve
Ring via steve@ring-enterprises.com
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of Columbus
John J. O’Toole, Master
Florida District

Fourth Degree Florida District
De Soto Province

John J. O’Toole, Master
Florida District

Knights of Columbus

9686 SW 92nd Pl Rd
Ocala, FL 34482
(954) 801-4914

johnjo2l@aol.com

Fourth Degree Florida District
De Soto Province

9686 SW 92nd Pl Rd
Ocala, FL 34482
(954) 801-4914

johnjo2l@aol.com

Worthy Faithful Navigator,
Christmas, Thanksgiving and the Holiday season will soon be upon us.
As weFaithful
thank God
for all the Blessing He has bestowed upon us, let us also remember
Worthy
Navigator,
those who may not be going home for the holidays.
Unfortunately,
includes a number
Veterans
whowill
answered
nation’s
Christmas,this
Thanksgiving
and the of
Holiday
season
soon bethe
upon
us. call to duty. Many of them
will
not God
be going
home
to be with
year;
theyremember
are
As we
thank
for all
the Blessing
Hetheir
has families
bestowedthis
upon
us,instead,
let us also

confined
Veterans
facilities, in addition to a number of statethosetowho
may notAdministration-operated
be going home for the holidays.
operated facilities and homes. With the current COVID-19 crisis, they may not even be able to
Unfortunately, this includes a number of Veterans who answered the nation’s call to dureceive visitors to cheer them up.
ty. Many of them will not be going home to be with their families this year; instead, they are
This is atotime
in which
our Assemblies can stepfacilities,
up and provide
care packages
for those
confined
Veterans
Administration-operated
in addition
to a number
of state-

Vets unable
be goingand
home.
The With
packages
need not
be expensive,
rather
and
operatedtofacilities
homes.
the current
COVID-19
crisis,but
they
maythoughtful
not even be
able to
timelyreceive
for thevisitors
men and
women
who
to cheer
them
up.gave so much. Just contact our VAVS Representatives or
Deputy Representatives to see how and where your assembly can help.
This is a time in which our Assemblies can step up and provide care packages for those

Vets unable to be going home. The packages need not be expensive, but rather thoughtful and
Fraternally
timely
for the men and women who gave so much. Just
contact
our VAVS Representatives or
John
J. O'Toole
Angel
Rodriguez-Rivera
VAVS Director,
District of Florida
Master,
of Floridato see how and where your assembly
DeputyDistrict
Representatives
can help.
(954) 801-4914
(561) 574-5784
johnjo2l@aol.com
angel.luis.rodriguez.rivera@gmail.com
Fraternally
John J. O'Toole
Angel Rodriguez-Rivera
VAVS Director, District of Florida
Master, District of Florida
(954) 801-4914
(561) 574-5784
johnjo2l@aol.com
angel.luis.rodriguez.rivera@gmail.com

Important 4th Degree Update

This is to inform you that there has been a
Nothing else has changed other than the
change of location for the November 28th, 2020 location The Deadline is November 14th to submit
exemplification. It will now be at St. Stephen applications.
Catholic Church Family Life Center, 10136 St.
To access the information please go to this link:
Stephen Circle Riverview Florida 33569.
Patriotic Exemplification Riverview, FL
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Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffe changes for 2019-20
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families,
and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com
Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring
steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek
gahayek@bellsouth.net

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

37

