Knightline
VOLUME 38 • NUMBER 18 • SEPTEMBER 7, 2020
Weekly news for Knights around the world
Have you read the latest issue of Columbia yet? Below, we highlight some of this month’s features that focus on the history of the
Knights of Columbus and its namesake. Each article helps us better understand our history so that we might build a more just,
hopeful future.
National Day of Prayer and Fasting As men of faith, we are committed to defending the dignity of every person — regardless
of race, color, ethnicity or ability. Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has urged Knights and their families to participate in the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ National Day of Prayer and Fasting to End Racism on Wednesday, Sept. 9, “to draw upon
our principles of unity and fraternity to help guide our nation through this time of racial unrest.” READ MORE

Why the Knights of Columbus?

Five Myths About Columbus

For much of U.S. history, Columbus has symbolized civic unity
and the hope of building an inclusive society.

Claims about Columbus need to be tempered by a sober
look at the historical record.

During 2020, when scores of statues of Christopher Columbus
have been vandalized or removed around the United States, it
is important to remember why those statues were erected. How
did Columbus come to be such an important ﬁgure in the popular
imagination during most of the nation’s history? READ MORE

At a moment when even George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson are under attack, it is inevitable that the current
unrest would also engulf Christopher Columbus. His case
is unique, though, because unlike the others, few people
— least of all those who took turns stomping on his
statues — know much about him. READ MORE

Columbus Rediscovered
Columbus’ virtues — including dazzling bravery and ingenuous
charm — balanced his vices. He was sympathetic toward
cultures other than his own, including those of Native Americans:
Detractors are unpardonably ignorant of that.
What he really accomplished matters more than the myths.
His discovery, not of America but of a viable route there and
back, put sundered cultures in touch and opened unimagined
prospects for commercial and cultural exchange.
His legacy resembles his life: complex, morally equivocal and full
of wonder. Few individuals are more worthy of commemoration.
READ MORE
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Fraternal Operations: First Quarter Check-In Where should your council be after the ﬁrst quarter of the year? Join us for a quick
council check-in, tips for the second quarter, and a review of the resources and tools available to you for success this fraternal year.
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY • Email knightline@kofc.org

Lessons of History
A member of the Osage Nation and past state deputy of New Mexico,
Supreme Director Patrick T. Mason explains that righting wrongs against
Native Americans must start with a just appraisal of the past.
Today’s protestors — with great vigor but little historical sense — seem eager
to look for scapegoats. They want to cast all blame for the atrocities committed
against American Indians at the feet of Christopher Columbus. Such efforts
only serve to whitewash and revise the true history of the Americas.
We need to remember our history, the good and the bad, so that we are not
set up to repeat history’s mistakes. We need to take an honest look at all our
forefathers. We need to give them the credit they deserve for what they did
well, while being mindful of the things that they should have done differently
or better. READ MORE

Supreme Director Patrick Mason (in white shirt) joins Jeremy
Boucher and Lance Tanner — members of Fray Marcos Council
1783 in Gallup — in unloading a trailer of supplies for the Acoma
people in New Mexico. The Knights organized a COVID-19 Relief
Canteen to bring supplies to Native American communities
afflicted by the pandemic. (Photo by Johnny Jaffe)

10 facts you didn’t know about Father McGivney

We remember 9/11

As we prepare for Father McGivney’s beatiﬁcation on Oct. 31, test
your knowledge about the founder of the Knights of Columbus. You
know that he envisioned an order that would help Catholic men to
remain steadfast in faith while providing insurance for their families —
but you might not know these facts. READ MORE

On Sept. 11, 2001, more than 40 members of the
Knights of Columbus died as a result of the terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and
the airplane crash in Pennsylvania. Altogether, that
attack killed more than 3,000 innocent people.
Nineteen years later, we continue to remember
these brothers — by name. READ MORE
The Knights of Columbus Supreme Council observes
Sept. 11 as a World Day of Prayer for Peace each
year. We ask our brother Knights to join us in the
prayer offered by Pope Francis at Ground Zero.

Build a brotherhood
This month, Archbishop Lori calls on Knights to
strengthen their fraternity through the Into the
Breach video series and program. Learn more by
clicking here.

Do you like what you see in Knightline? Forward the newsletter to a
Catholic man interested in the Knights. Be sure to invite him to take part
in our Catholic brotherhood by signing up at www.kofc.org/join.

Want to take up the Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly
Challenge? Our new Into the Breach Video Series
Study Guide includes everything you need to run the
program. Find it here.
Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.
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VOLUME 38 • NUMBER 19 • SEPTEMBER 14, 2020
Weekly news for Knights around the world
As we celebrate the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, we’re reminded that we are called to help others carry their crosses.
We also give thanks for the foresight of Father Michael McGivney, who founded the Knights of Columbus to bring Catholic men
together to help each other carry their crosses through an insurance program. In this issue, we highlight some exemplary K of C
ﬁeld agents who carry on our founder’s legacy.
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR YOUR FRATERNAL SURVEY.
You will soon receive a survey in the mail from your local
general agent. By ﬁlling out the survey, your agent will be
able to continue to provide the best possible service to
you and your family. When you receive the survey, please
ﬁll it out and send it back in the return envelope provided.

Award-Winning Agents Share Their Stories

Please note, this fraternal survey is for individual members,
and is distinct from the council fraternal survey which
measures charitable impact.

Agents Assist Brother Knights
After Hurricane Laura
For their exemplary service to Knights of Columbus members
and their families, three Knights of Columbus agents were
recently honored at the 138th Supreme Convention.
The top three agents of 2019 — Kevin Pierce of Oklahoma,
Robert Abbate of Virginia and Tyler Meyer of Kansas — share
their experiences and stories of carrying on the mission of our
founder. READ MORE
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Before Scott Willis and his fellow Knights of Columbus
ﬁeld agents began their cleanup work following the
devastation brought by Hurricane Laura, General Agent
Dustin Dean called them to meet at their office in
Lafayette, La. As they would with the many events that
would unfold in the subsequent days, they began their
work not alone but together as brother Knights.
Willis described the damage from the hurricane as
“surreal,” but he and his brother Knights have made great
progress in the recovery. READ MORE

Lift High the Crosses We Bear
“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim!” we sing in a
popular hymn suitable for the feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross, celebrated Sept. 14.
On this feast dating back to the seventh century, we honor
Christ’s cross and what it represents. But do we also exalt our
own crosses, the ones we are called to bear each day — even
in these trying times? READ MORE
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY
Email knightline@kofc.org

Why We Offer Insurance
It’s no surprise Father McGivney would include an insurance
program when founding the Order, because he knew ﬁrsthand
the devastation that a lack of proper insurance planning can
bring to Catholic families.
As we look forward to the upcoming beatiﬁcation of Father
Michael McGivney, we recall the mission he had for the Knights
of Columbus. And at the heart of that mission was the insurance
program. READ MORE

Antonella Cappucio

Fraternal Operations: First Quarter Check-In

Fraternal Benefit Seminar

Where should your council be after the ﬁrst quarter of the
year? Join us on Sept. 17 for a quick council check-in with tips
for the second quarter to help you achieve your goals and a
review of the resources and tools available to you for success
this fraternal year. All council, district and state leaders are
encouraged to register for this webinar.

Choosing the right ﬁnancial company to whom you can
entrust your family’s future is an important decision. That’s
why we’ve created the Fraternal Beneﬁt Seminar program.
In these seminars, our agents cover a range of topics from
retirement strategies, to estate preservation, to charitable
gifting and more. And it’s not just an opportunity for current
Knights — it’s an opportunity for prospective members in
your area to learn more about the Order and the fraternal
and ﬁnancial beneﬁts we offer. Invite your fellow
parishioners and other Catholic men to join us for these
events. READ MORE
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Young, healthy and full of life. You may feel like you’re too
young for life insurance, but the truth is that life insurance
policies become more expensive as you get older. Buying life
insurance when you’re young and in excellent health will allow
you to protect those you love without the higher costs.
Contact an agent today to learn more about the life insurance
plans offered by the Knights of Columbus.
Do you like what you see in Knightline? Forward the newsletter
to a Catholic man interested in the Knights. Be sure to invite
him to take part in our Catholic brotherhood by signing up at
www.kofc.org/join.
Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information
purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.
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The top reasons for owning life insurance, according to
Smart Asset, are replacing lost income, covering burial
expenses and paying off debt. But that’s just data.
The real reason for life insurance could be sitting right next
to you. Contact an agent today to learn how we can protect
what matters most in your life.
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Weekly news for Knights around the world
This Wednesday marks ﬁve years since the canonization of St. Junípero Serra. In response to the recent controversy surrounding
the saint, Columbia magazine featured several stories about the history of the saint and the inﬂuence of the missions he founded.
Learn more below.

A sure way forward
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson shares how the authentic history of saintly missionaries,
Native Americans and Our Lady of Guadalupe shows us the path of reconciliation and justice.
Recently, we have witnessed throughout the United States attacks on our Catholic heritage.
Catholic churches and statues of saints have been desecrated, especially statues of
St. Junípero Serra. This heroic and holy missionary has become the victim of a false history.
Why is the truth about Father Serra not more widely known?
Catholics should realize that, for generations, much of the history of Catholic missionaries
in New Spain and New France was written by their historic competitors — that is, Englishspeaking Protestants. And today, the legacy of our missionaries is viewed by many through
the distorting lens of a militant, anti-Catholic atheism. READ MORE
A painting of St. Junípero Serra hangs in the Santa Barbara Mission Archives-Library in Santa Barbara, Calif. The Franciscan
friar founded the ﬁrst nine Catholic missions in what is now the state of California. CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec

Why Father Serra is a saint

Father Serra: Witness to holiness

Andrew Galvan is a descendant of the Ohlone, Bay
Miwok, Plains Miwok and Patwin Indians, and he
serves as curator at Mission Dolores in San Francisco.
Here, he shares how St. Junípero Serra fought to
protect his ancestors — and bring them the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Prior to the canonization of Junípero Serra, a “Day of Reﬂection”
was hosted at the Pontiﬁcal North American College in Rome on
May 2, 2015, organized by the
Pontiﬁcal Commission for Latin
America with the support of the
Knights of Columbus. Selections
from the Day of Reﬂection on
Junípero Serra Apostle to California,
Witness to Holiness — including a
speech on Father Serra and Our Lady
of Guadalupe by Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson — is available as a PDF
download by clicking here. You can
also read it online here.

“To get a true sense of Father Serra, I always tell
people to go back to his writings and see how he
described the Indians. He was in love with the native
peoples; there’s no other way to put it.” READ MORE
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY
Email knightline@kofc.org

California Knight walks 800 miles
to honor St. Junípero

Bishops respond to intolerance of religion
In his monthly Columbia column, Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori of Baltimore reminds us that we are called to model
charity, reason and civility in response to attacks on churches and
religious art. READ MORE
Several other bishops, including Bishop Robert Barron, have
addressed the movement to remove religious statues, including
those of St. Junípero Serra. Columbia covered their response here.

In the footsteps of Father McGivney
Father Brett Garland is a Catholic priest and a Knight of Columbus
serving as a parochial vicar in the diocese of Columbus, Ohio.
Check out this short video clip that shares how K of C founder
Father Michael McGivney inspired his vocation. WATCH
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Christian Clifford, a Knight from San Mateo Council 1346,
sought to educate others about the Hispanic Catholic
missionary.
Christian Clifford could have given up after the ﬁrst day.
His feet were blistered, and his strength depleted.
“Every step hurt,” Clifford said after the ﬁrst day. Nearly
two years later, Clifford completed the roughly 800-mile
trail from Sonoma to San Diego, one of only 47 people
to do so since 2013. READ MORE

SURVEY: LET US KNOW WHAT’S NEW WITH YOU
You will soon receive a personalized survey in the mail
from your local general agent. Please take the time to ﬁll
it out, mail it back to us in the return envelope provided
(or submit it online) and let us know what’s new with you.
Once we get your results, we’ll be better able to advise
you of member beneﬁts relevant to you!
Please note, this survey is personalized for individual
members and is distinct from the council fraternal survey,
which measures charitable impact.
Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

One of the best ways to honor our founder and learn the details
of his beatiﬁcation on Oct. 31 is to join the Father Michael J.
McGivney Guild. Free membership beneﬁts include a quarterly
newsletter and a weekly Mass offered for your intentions. If you
haven’t yet joined, visit www.fathermcgivney.org today!
As communities continue to face the aftermath of Hurricanes
Laura and Sally, Knights continue to devote countless hours to relief.
Watch this video to learn more about aid our Knights provide for
victims of these disasters.

FREE PRINTABLE:
Help us get out and vote!
We’re asking all Knights and councils to
share this ﬂyer on Facebook, Twitter
and other social media platforms to
encourage Catholics and all citizens to
exercise their right to vote this Election
Day. A free, printable version is also
available to download — display it in
parishes and other locations throughout
your community.

Your Vote

Counts
kofc.org/vote

Please obtain permission from the appropriate persons before
posting the ﬂyer, and learn more about the Order’s Get Out and
Vote program here.
Do you like what you see in Knightline? Forward the newsletter to
a Catholic man interested in the Knights. Be sure to invite him to take
part in our Catholic brotherhood by signing up at www.kofc.org/join.

PUBLISHED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUPREME COUNCIL • 1 COLUMBUS PLAZA, NEW HAVEN, CT 06510

Knightline
VOLUME 38 • NUMBER 21 • SEPTEMBER 28, 2020
Weekly news for Knights around the world
This year, we have lost lives due to the coronavirus pandemic and endured civil unrest. In the midst of these tragedies, abortion
remains the leading cause of death in America. That is why Supreme Knight Carl Anderson is asking Knights — and all Catholics —
to pray a novena together, asking that hearts may be more open to life in all of its stages. Read more below.

Novena for the cause of life
Join Pope Francis and Knights worldwide in deepening your
commitment to the Gospel of Life and in supporting the most
vulnerable through prayer.
We invite you to join Catholics around the world in a novena
for the cause of life from Oct. 4 to 12. Throughout these
nine days, we will pray for an end to abortion, euthanasia and
the many social ills that bring sickness, broken families,
unhappiness and premature death. The novena, prepared
by the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council, calls upon the
intercession of Our Lady and draws from the teachings of
Pope Francis regarding the sanctity of all human life.
Each day of the novena, you are invited to reﬂect on a unique
quote from the teachings of Pope Francis on the sanctity of
life, pray a decade of the rosary and conclude with a prayer
from St. John Paul II’s Evangelium Vitae.
Join us in prayer by following the daily petitions found at
www.kofc.org/novena, which can be downloaded for offline
use. You can also sign up to receive an email on each of the
nine days of the novena. Click here for details.
O Mary, bright dawn of the new world, Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of life:
Look down, O Mother, upon the vast numbers of babies not allowed to be born,
of the poor whose lives are made difficult, of men and women who are victims of brutal violence,
of the elderly and the sick killed by indifference or out of misguided mercy.
Grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim the Gospel of life
with honesty and love to the people of our time.
Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel as a gift ever new,
the joy of celebrating it with gratitude throughout their lives
and the courage to bear witness to it resolutely, in order to build,
together with all people of good will, the civilization of truth and love,
to the praise and glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. Amen.
– St. John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae

SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY • Email knightline@kofc.org

Me, myself and the Catholic Mass
Changes to the Mass implemented due to COVID-19 are
difficult, but they also help Knight and long-time Catholic
journalist Gerald Korson appreciate the great gift of the
Eucharist. READ MORE

Knights in Puerto Rico see pandemic
as an opportunity from the Lord
Still recovering from Hurricane Maria and a devastating earthquake,
Puerto Rico has been hit hard by the global pandemic. But Knights
there see it as an opportunity to collect food, donate blood and
distribute masks to law enforcement personnel, paramedics and
people in need. WATCH

How did Father McGivney
invite men to the Knights?

CNS photo/Andrew Biraj, Catholic Standard

Amidst the challenges of an anti-Catholic society and a pandemic,
Father McGivney’s invitation to join the Knights of Columbus
offered men fraternity and unity. This is the same invitation we
offer men today. Join us on Oct. 15 for a webinar as we discuss
how sharing Father McGivney’s story can inspire others to continue
his mission.

Couple survives COVID,
says Father McGivney interceded
John Palmieri’s situation was so critical that he was placed on a ventilator
and put in a medically induced coma for 10 days. He says he survived
thanks to prayers to Father McGivney. WATCH HIS STORY HERE
This is only one of countless favors received after prayers to the founder
of the Knights of Columbus, Father Michael McGivney, who will be
beatiﬁed on Oct. 31.

Encourage Catholics to exercise
their right to vote this Election Day
Your Vote

Counts
kofc.org/vote

Share this ﬂyer on Twitter, Facebook
and other social media platforms.
Or, print out the free, downloadable
version and display it throughout
your community. Learn more about
the Order’s Get Out and Vote
program here.

Be on the lookout for a personalized survey arriving in
the mail from your local general agent. Please take the
time to ﬁll it out and let us know what’s new with you.

Haven’t been out to the movies for a while due to the pandemic?
Here’s a brief list of ﬁlms — including one about K of C founder
Father Michael McGivney — that are available through Prime Video
and other streaming services.

Did you know that September
is Life Insurance Awareness Month?
It’s no surprise Father McGivney would include an insurance
program when founding the Order, because he knew ﬁrsthand
the devastation that a lack of proper insurance planning can
bring to Catholic families. READ MORE
Do you like what you see in Knightline? Forward the issue to a
Catholic man interested in the Knights and invite him to take part in
our Catholic brotherhood. He can sign up at www.kofc.org/join.

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.
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