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This week, the two nations where Knights of Columbus councils first
were formed both celebrate their independence: Canada on July 1 and the
United States on July 4.
Check out these fun facts about the Catholic connections to the U.S. national
holiday and learn what defines the patriotism of the Knights below.

Patriotism, independence days and the K of C
What does patriotism mean? Where and when do Knights celebrate
independence days?
It’s a time to celebrate
patriotism — which has
been one of the four
principles of the Knights
of Columbus since the
Fourth Degree was
established in 1900.
For the Knights, faith
and patriotism go hand
in hand. READ MORE

How Knights added “Under God” to the Pledge
Patriotism and faith compelled Knights to petition U.S. government to
make addition in the early 1950s
The Pledge of Allegiance has undergone several revisions since it was
initially written back in 1892 by Baptist minister Francis Bellamy. The
last significant change came in 1954 during the midst of the Cold War,
when President Dwight Eisenhower signed a congressional resolution
adding the words “under God.”
This revision would have never happened without advocacy by the
Knights of Columbus. READ MORE
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY • Email knightline@kofc.org.

Celebrating Canadian Knights’
historic patriotism
A look back on Canadian Knights’ World War II efforts in
celebration of Canada Day
The first Canadian Knights of Columbus council —
Montreal Council 284 — was founded only 30 years after
that country became an independent nation. Since then,
Canadian Knights have proudly adhered to the
principles of charity and patriotism, which is exhibited
by their service during World War II.
Nearly 1.1 million Canadians served on the frontlines in
Europe, Northern Africa and the North Atlantic, as well
as in the Pacific, from the war’s start to its end in 1945.
Meanwhile, thousands of Canadian Knights volunteered
to serve their country in defense of freedom. READ MORE

Eight ways the K of C defended religious freedom
A look at some of the ways Knights of Columbus have defended religious freedom
around the world
The Knights of Columbus was founded at a time in U.S. history when Catholics
faced harsh discrimination and were frequently looked down upon as morally
and socially inferior. Throughout its history, the Knights has stood up for religious
liberty as guaranteed by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
The Knight’s fight for religious liberty has taken many forms — from 19th-century
efforts to dispel suspicions that Catholics could not be faithful citizens due to their loyalty to the pope, to current support for Christians
and other religious minorities in the Middle East. READ MORE

Knights and the Korean War
Last week marked the 70th anniversary of the beginning of the
Korean War. Check out the story of the Knights who contributed to
helping South Korea — counted among brother Knights were
Dr. Chang Myon, the first ambassador of the Republic of Korea to
the U.S. and Brigadier General John T. Corley, who commanded a
battalion consisting of Black soldiers during a period of segregation
within the military. READ MORE

DON’T MISS THIS PODCAST
on men and leaders of the Church
Jonathan Reyes, the Knights of Columbus’ senior vice president for
Evangelization and Faith Formation, joins guest host Peter Herbeck,
vice president and director of Missions for Renewal Ministries, to
look at how men can be leaders in the Church on this recent episode
of Catholic podcast Kresta in the Afternoon. LISTEN
And here’s more on Father McGivney's life-saving intercession
in the life of 5-year-old Mikey Schachle. Mikey’s dad, Dan, discovered
Father McGivney’s story when he became a life insurance agent for
the Knights of Columbus.

Knights of Columbus
and the great American pastime
K of C members have played baseball from the start —
here’s a look at how K of C-sponsored baseball leagues
helped Catholics in America
America’s first professional baseball team, the Cincinnati
Red Stockings, formed in 1869. It would take another
13 years before Father Michael J. McGivney and
parishioners at St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn.,
founded the Knights of Columbus. At that point, Major
League Baseball wasn’t established, but baseball was
already the nation’s game.
At the time of the Order’s founding, Catholics were not
held in high-esteem, often taking the most dangerous
jobs for little pay. They were also seen as papists, loyal
only to Rome, not as patriotic American citizens. But on
the baseball field, it was about your skills, not your
religion. READ MORE

“Once I read about Father McGivney and why he set us up, it was really
eye-opening to me,” said Dan, now the general agent for the Knights’
insurance program in Tennessee, Kentucky and the eastern half of
Arkansas, overseeing the work of 16 agents. “It was love that drove
him to start the Knights of Columbus.”
READ MORE • WATCH THE STORY OF MIKEY’S MIRACLE
Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information purposes only.
This is not an endorsement of the service providers.
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Welcome to the new Monday edition of Knightline — bringing you Knights news to start
your week off right. We’re kicking off the Monday edition with an issue marking the feast of
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the first Native American saint. In honor of her feast day — celebrated
in the U.S. on Tuesday, July 14 — check out the stories below about the Knights’ devotion to
the saint, as well as their outreach to First Nation people and Native American communities.
St. Kateri, Lily of the Mohawks and Flower of Algonquins, pray for us!

St. Kateri: A beacon of hope
Graydon Nicholas, former lieutenant governor of New Brunswick, Knights of
Columbus Supreme Warden and a member of the Maliseet First Nation Tribe,
reflects on his personal connection with St. Kateri Tekakwitha. READ MORE
Learn more about this First Nation Knight — and how he unites evangelization and
advocacy for Indigenous peoples — here.

Angela Riley from the Pueblo of Laguna, N.M., holds a relic
of St. Kateri Tekakwitha. (Image by Tamino Petelinsek /
Columbia magazine, October 2019)

Relief for our Native neighbors at risk
Knights in New Mexico, Hawaii and Canada aid Indigenous communities stricken by coronavirus. Patrick Mason — a member of the
Knights of Columbus’ Board of Directors and Fray Marcos Council 1783 in Gallup, N.M. — rallied his brother Knights in bringing relief.
The Order’s call to “Leave No Neighbor Behind” this past spring had a special
urgency for Supreme Director Patrick Mason, a member of the Osage Nation.
He knew his neighbors in nearby Native American reservations were
particularly threatened by the COVID-19 pandemic and its economic impact.
Meanwhile, 5,000 miles away, Knights on Oahu were making a similar effort
to provide food and other supplies to küpuna, or elderly Native Hawaiians,
through the Küpuna Needs Project.
And Saskatchewan Knights traveled hundreds of kilometers north in June,
hauling more than $12,000 of food to two remote villages pummeled by the
coronavirus pandemic. READ MORE
Check out this video highlighting the COVID-19 relief to Native American communities, including those in the Pueblo of
Acoma, N.M., considered one of the oldest continuously inhabited sites in North America. In response to the pandemic, Knights
drove a trailer to deliver food to the Acoma peoples. WATCH
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY • Email knightline@kofc.org.

A ‘message of hope’
An interview with Father Maurice Henry Sands
about the experience and needs of Native
American Catholics today. “It has never been
difficult for me to be a Native American Christian.
I am both,” he says.

Did you know that the K of C is helping build a shrine
to St. Kateri?

Father Maurice Henry Sands, a member of
the Knights of Columbus, is unique among
U.S. priests. To his knowledge, he is the only
Native American priest in active ministry who
grew up on a reservation. He was raised on
Walpole Island (Bkejwanong First Nation),
which is located on the border between
Michigan and Ontario and is home to Ojibwe,
Ottawa and Potawatomi peoples.

The shrine to the first Native American saint is being built in partnership with
the Diocese of Gallup, N.M., and the Southwest Indian Foundation. Designed
by architect Erik Bootsma, a member of Father William J. Nolte Council 11533
in Richmond, Va., the shrine complex will feature a 200-foot-tall crucifix, a
chapel, and a museum dedicated to St. Kateri, other Native American Catholics
and saints who evangelized the Native people. Building began with
groundbreaking in August 2019. READ MORE • WATCH

Father Sands has served as the associate director
of Native American affairs at the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, as well as executive director
of the Black and Indian Mission Office, which
consists of three organizations that have
historically served the pastoral needs of African
American and Native American Catholics.

A history of Knights and Native peoples The Knights’ charity and advocacy
for Native Americans and First Nation tribes began as early as the turn of the
20th century. READ MORE

Last September, he spoke with the Knights
of Columbus’ Columbia magazine about his
personal background and about the broader
experience of Native Americans within the
Catholic Church. READ MORE

Eagle dancers of the Pueblo of Laguna, N.M., and Father Maurice Henry Sands take part in a procession with
a relic of St. Kateri. (Image by Tamino Petelinsek / Columbia magazine, October 2019)

Supreme Knight welcomed pro-life Native Americans
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson joined
the group after the March for Life in
January. “Native Americans are our
brothers and sisters in Christ, and they
are so often forgotten by the culture
at large. …Together we march as people
of faith standing up for the rights of
every human life.” READ MORE • WATCH
Coats for Kids at Native American Schools Before the coronavirus, at the
beginning of the last school year, Knights of Columbus provided coats for kids
at four Native American schools on the Rosebud and Pine Ridge Reservations
in South Dakota. WATCH
Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information purposes only. This is not an
endorsement of the service providers.
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As coronavirus cases fluctuate across the U.S. and around the world, we offer this issue to share stories of hope — From the smallest gifts
of charity to the greatest acts of selfless love, these Knights are leaving no neighbor behind.

Help for the hungry
With food insecurity gripping millions in the past months, the Order
ramped up its assistance to food banks across the U.S. and Canada
“Catholic Charities is in immediate need of manpower.” No sooner
had these words gone out on social media than Knights across
Brooklyn and Queens, N.Y., were ready to help.

Tom Bagley stands beside a fire truck at Halifax International Airport in this
2003 photo. (Photo courtesy of Halifax International Airport)

Knight Tom Bagley gave his life checking on
neighbors amid a house fire and a gunman’s deadly
rampage that killed 23 victims (including an unborn
child) — the deadliest mass shooting in Canadian history.
“Surely, no one could express better than he, during the
final moments of his life, what it means to ‘leave no
neighbor behind,’” said Supreme Knight Carl Anderson.
Columbia magazine shared the story. READ MORE

The local Catholic Charities, which had received a $50,000 donation
from the Supreme Council, was setting up an emergency food pantry
at St. Michael’s Church in Brooklyn. Volunteers were urgently needed
to move boxes, sort groceries and direct hundreds of people lined
up for food.
Father Michael Gelfant, associate chaplain of the New York State
Council, posted the appeal on Facebook and included a stirring
reminder: “This is why we were founded, this is what we do. This is
what it means to be a Knight of Columbus!” READ MORE

Did you know?
The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal benefit society,
which means we can provide financial security to
members and their families, while turning premiums
into charitable impact. To learn more about the topquality insurance products available to you as a member
of the Knights, click here.
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY
Email knightline@kofc.org.

George Vellaringattu of Mary of the Lakes Council 6520 in Medford, N.J., stocks shelves at
the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry in Medford on April 29. The council purchased a trailer to
collect and transport supplies for the pantry during the pandemic, making deliveries each
Wednesday and Saturday. (Photo by Laura Barisonzi)

Small-town Knights respond
to big needs
Father Francis Pitka Council 6323 in Indiana served
more than 1,000 meals, raised money for local
charities, police and fire departments
Father Francis Pitka Council 6323 in Syracuse, Ind.,
serves three surrounding communities — Syracuse,
Milford and North Webster. The towns have a
combined population of a little more than a few
thousand and there is only one Catholic church in
the area, St. Martin de Porres Parish.
The coronavirus pandemic has affected the small
town — and the council. As soon as it hit, life seemed
to stop. The council canceled all in-person activities,
including their monthly pancake breakfasts. But the
council’s support for the local community couldn’t
stop — they knew that local charities depended on
their donations. The Knights couldn’t let them
flounder, especially during a sharp economic
downturn.

Knights deliver COVID-19 relief in New Jersey
Knights and their families in
Medford, N.J., have answered the
call to leave no neighbor behind.
Twice a week, they deliver a trailer
filled with grocery items to the
local St. Vincent DePaul Center.
“I am sure proud of my dad for
being in the Knights of Columbus.
It’s a good opportunity to give back
all that we’ve gotten from God,”
says Jude Vellaringattu. WATCH

‘Just as Christ would’
Oregon Knights distribute thousands of boxes of food weekly to those in
need in their community. WATCH

“This changed our whole outlook on everything,”
said Jeffery Goralczyk, a member of the council and
a Knights of Columbus field agent. READ MORE
Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Operation Brown Bag
Delaware Knights prepare bagged meals and
deliver them to a local food pantry to distribute to
people in need. WATCH

How can you help?
Fundraising during a global pandemic is less than optimal. Many
nonprofits are experiencing significant revenue decline and the number
of people making donations in the US is at a 19-year low. Not with the
Knights! Through your generosity, Knights of Charities, Inc., has raised,
and distributed, over $1.5 million to our Leave No Neighbor Behind
initiative. We are just getting started. Help us create more stories like the
ones above!
Whether you support your local council initiatives or make a donation to
Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc., continue your generosity. Now is
time for the Knights to lead in service and generosity! DONATE NOW

MEMBERSHIP IN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS is open to men 18 years of age or older who are practical (that is, practicing) Catholics in union with the Holy See. This means that an applicant or member
accepts the teaching authority of the Catholic Church on matters of faith and morals, aspires to live in accord with the precepts of the Catholic Church, and is in good standing in the Catholic Church. Invite
Catholic men to join today at www.kofc.org/join.
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The Knights of Columbus’ past fraternal year — which runs from July through June — didn’t end as expected. Knights around the world
cancelled events. Web meetings became the norm. Social distancing at charity events began.
As we start a new fraternal year, the pandemic is still looming. Knightline spoke with the K of C’s Fraternal Mission department to find out
what Knights can expect and find out how — despite a global pandemic — we can still kick the year off right.

Setting up your year for growth
An interview with Mark McMullen, senior vice president for Membership & Marketing
Mark McMullen manages a team dedicated to growing membership across the world while helping
jurisdictions achieve their specific membership goals.He spoke with Knightline staff to share why
welcoming new men to the Knights of Columbus is more important than ever, which Knights have
impressed him most during the pandemic, and how to start the fraternal year off right. READ MORE

The mindset of putting faith in action
Jonathan Reyes, senior vice president for Evangelization and Faith Formation, explains what it
means for Knights to follow God and put their faith in action
Our Fraternal Mission department is tasked with organizing Knights to continue Father McGivney’s
legacy of faith and fraternity. But what does success look like? How is a man supposed to live his
faith in everyday situations? Jonathan Reyes spoke with Knightline staff about Father McGivney’s
profound vision for the Order, giving us the why behind Knights’ faith programming. READ MORE

What to expect for council life in new fraternal year
Thomas McCaffrey, vice president of Fraternal Operations, on what to expect and how to maximize
your charitable impact in time of pandemic
Thomas McCaffrey leads a team responsible for council operations and member experience, seeking
new ways to effectively engage Knights as well as making operations easier for council leadership.
As the Order begins the new fraternal year, Knightline staff sat down with him to talk about the
past year’s successes and the upcoming year’s challenges. READ MORE
As you set goals for the new fraternal year, it’s the perfect time to consider your family’s financial goals. To learn more about
the top-quality life insurance, long-term care insurance, disability income insurance and annuity products available to you as a Knight,
click here.
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY • Email knightline@kofc.org.

What can councils do during COVID-19?
With the pandemic still looming and the prospects of a second wave increasing,
many councils have questions regarding what to expect for council life in the
new fraternal year. What can Knights of Columbus councils do to leave no
neighbor behind during the pandemic? The answer: plenty. READ MORE

Free online membership

“Why isn’t God’s plan faster?”

In celebration of Father McGivney’s upcoming beatification, new
members are being offered free online membership for their first year.
The Supreme Council will pay the first-year dues for every man who joins
online between now and Aug. 5. Enter the code MCGIVNEY2020 to take
advantage of this special offer. WWW.KOFC.ORG/JOIN

Chris Stark, Knights of Columbus general agent,
addressed this question during the Executive Speaker
Series hosted by the Young Catholic Professionals in
the Diocese of Fort Worth. Stark spoke about his
conversion to the Catholic faith, his wife and children,
the importance of the K of C, and how his faith
influences his professional life. READ MORE

You asked — we listened
This fraternal year brings a simplified awards system,
an updated website and an exciting new Faith in
Action program inspired by our Into the Breach video
series. These updates are based on feedback we
received from brother Knights. READ MORE

Win a Father McGivney medallion Each member who
welcomes at least five new men to join the Knights from
now until June 2021 will earn a special commemorative
coin celebrating the beatification of the Order’s founder,
Father Michael J. McGivney! Learn more about other
competitions, prizes, trips and more by clicking here.

Catholics, investing & social responsibility
On Nov. 12, 2003, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops published its document Socially Responsible Investments Guidelines.
Some 17 years later, the document remains an indispensable guide for Catholics, other Christians and people of goodwill who are
seeking to traverse the complex world of investing in a morally upright way. Read more here from Dr. John Grabowski, ordinary professor
of moral theology/ethics at The Catholic University of America and the Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors’ moral theologian.

Who’s who in your council

Join our virtual Silver Rose Prayer Service

The start of the fraternal year often brings new faces
to the leadership in your council. Whether you got
elected to an officer role for the first time, or have
been re-elected and need a refresher, here is a guide
to your leadership team of Knights. READ MORE

Each year, K of C members transport silver roses to parishes across North
America to reaffirm our devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe, express the
unity of our Order, and show our dedication to the sanctity of human
life. Although many Silver Rose Prayer Services have been cancelled due
to the coronavirus, we will be livestreaming one of the events from
the Saint John Paul II National Shrine – Join us on July 29 at 8 p.m. ET
LIVESTREAM

Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Experience the Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention virtually! The 138th Supreme Convention will be held virtually from
Aug. 4-5, 2020. Here’s how you can follow the action at home: Visit www.kofc.org/convention for streaming video, news and photos.
And follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook for a close-up look at everything that’s going on. In addition, broadcast coverage of
some events will be provided by EWTN, Canada’s Salt + Light Television and the Catholic TV Network. We hope you’ll be able to join us!
PUBLISHED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUPREME COUNCIL • 1 COLUMBUS PLAZA, NEW HAVEN, CT 06510

