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138th Supreme Convention

W

hen I was first asked if I wanted to
be nominated to be a Delegate for
the 138th Supreme Convention in
Wahington DC I thought to myself
what a great experience it would be to attend it as
a Delegate. My only experience for the Supreme
Convention was back in 2016 when it was in
Orlando. I was not a Delegate, but I was invited
by my DD to attend the States Dinner. I was very
impressed with that, so I was looking forward to
attending it this time as a Delegate.
As we all know Covid-19 had different plans. As
we got closer to the event it was becoming known
that we would not be going to Washington DC.
Supreme decided to hold the Convention virtually,
this was the first time in the orders history that
Delegates would not be in attendance. Imagine the
work that must be done to coordinate such a large
event to make sure that all the Delegates would be
able to attend.
Each State would meet in a central location in
the respective jurisdictions with the Delegates and
attend the Convention virtually. The Florida State
Delegation planned on meeting in Delray Beach

as a group to watch. We were able to adhere to
Social distancing and wore masks.
The Convention started on August 4th with
the opening Mass and the Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson’s opening speech. His speech was very
moving and informative. If you want to watch the
opening Mass, you can do so here:
138th Supreme Convention Opening Mass
Papal Greeting

Over the last couple of months there has been a
lot on the news on how our Faith has been attacked.
Monuments being defaced and removed either by
protesters or the local governments. We are all
concerned about how the Knights were going to
react to all this. Our Faith is our foundation and
we must stand up and be counted. We must defend
it as Knights have always done! Our Order was
founded by Father Michael J. McGivney during a
time when Catholics were discriminated against.
We must be there to defend our Faith and not
be afraid to say we are Catholics. The Supreme
Knights Message was very clear. If you missed the
address you can watch it here:
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Supreme Knights Carl Anderson Address
(Video)
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson Address
(PDF)

The second afternoon we had the Memorial
Mass. This is for all our Brothers who have
passed away this past year. IF you want to see
view Mass you can view it here:
Memorial Mass
Mass Book
Even though we did not travel to Washington
DC for the Convention it was historic in nature
and I will remember it for some time.

T

Are You A Member?

he Father Michael J. McGivney Guild cause for canonization and are invited to
serves as a source for
participate in promoting devotion
information about the life,
to this Servant of God. Members
works and spirituality of Father
of the Knights of Columbus are not
McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Father Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular
To join the Guild, register online at:
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
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Why Is Membershiping Recruiting Important?

W

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

e completed our Organizational
Meetings in July and embarked
on a new fraternal year, one with
many challenges that we must face
together. On August 1, I delivered a message to all
state leadership during the monthly online meeting,
in which I noted that during the month of July, fifty
(50) of our 87 Districts in the Florida Jurisdiction
failed to recruit ONE single member. That represents
approximately 250 Councils not recruiting one new
member. Many of you may wonder why we put
such a high emphasis on recruitment so I thought I
would share with you why this is so important:
First, let’s cover some basic math, for any
organization to sustain itself it must have a succession
plan and it must have at least as many new members
coming in the front as it does go out the back. If not,
it will have a very short life. So, if an organization
has 1000 members and every year 100 die, it must
recruit a minimum of 100 members per year or
eventually it will become extinct. The Florida State
Council has a membership of approximately 55,500
members of which more than 1,500 die each year,
and the average is going up all the time. That means
that we must recruit at least 1,500 members just to
cover deaths. Now, factor in the 1,800 suspensions
that we received last year and now the number
jumps to more than 3,300 that we must recruit every
year – just to stay at status quote. 3,300 members
works out to about 9 members per active council.
That means that most councils would have to recruit
one member every month for 9 of the 12 months of
the Fraternal Year. Now, if we want to see positive
growth, we have to add to that 3,300 number and
hope that every council does its part.
Second, now that we covered the math, let’s talk
about the work that we do. We all know that men
don’t join an organization just to go to a monthly
meeting and listen to some old men complain about
how things are not like in the “old days”. Men
join organizations because they want to be part
of something that they perceive as worthwhile,

something bigger than they
are and something that their
families can be proud of
them for their participation.
We accomplish this by the
many programs that we
offer. Knights in every form
of service to our Parishes,
our Communities, and our
Country. Knights perform
Deputy Scott A.
many services that the State
O’Connor
government is not capable
of providing including
assisting in disaster relief at
the local level. We provide ultrasound machines to
free clinics so that women contemplating abortion
can have a look at the life form growing inside of
them and in most cases, they then choose to have
the baby. Knights provide wheelchairs to those who
otherwise would not be able to afford one and grant
mobility and a freedom that comes with it to those
who otherwise would be trapped. Our assistance
with Special Olympics and our work with Habitat
for Humanity attract many men to join our cause.
Men come because of what we do.
Third, our Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson
recently said to a gathering of State Deputies, that
our Holy Roman Catholic Church is now facing one
of the most challenging times in history. So many
are turning away from their faith, marriage (between
a man and woman) is declining and the divorce
rate is climbing. The medias representation of the
husband has been decimated, masculinity of the
father figure in the modern family has been reduced
to a bumbling buffoon who is not able to protect
let alone lead his family. The Supreme Knight
said that the Knights of Columbus is the largest
Lay organization in the Catholic Church, if not us,
then who? And if not now, then when? Who will
step up and defend the church, who will rebuild the
congregations and who will be the next generation
of Priests? If not the Knights, then who can we look
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to? It falls on us! We must be the ones who say that
“now is our time”. We must be the ones who step
up, start evangelizing and inviting people to come
back to the Church! We must be the organization
that stands in solidarity with our Priests and says,
“we will defend you”.
Our Churches need the help of the Knights of
Columbus, now more than ever in our history. We
have provided a draft letter that indicates to the
Pastor that we are here to help, it offers several
suggested activities that we can provide. I suggest
that every Grand Knight download the letter from

the state website and hand deliver it to his pastor.
Then listen to his comments, if he asks for help,
organize it.
Brothers, we are providing many tools for you
to use in bringing in membership, we must recruit in
order to continue to help rebuild our Church. It will
be a monumental task but one that is most definitely
worthwhile. Please be part of the solution and act
today, ask a friend, relative or neighbor to join us in
our efforts.
May God keep you safe and secure and may he
bless you and your families.

Council 4851 delivered supplies donated
by Catholic Charities to the Hollywood
Respect Life center on Wednesday July 29,
2020.
Acting on an urgent request from the
Florida State Council and their DD Albert
Stowe, the Council went to a warehouse in
Doral with three trucks and five Knights
and loaded three pallets of supplies.
Participating in this activity were SK Josh
Willette, SK Joe Oeler, SK Guido Tejada,
SK Alberto Cayetano and GK Richard C.
Amsden.
Council 4851 has long supported this
Pregnancy support center with their funds
and labor. The Knights are always proud
and willing to support life and family
activities such as this Respect Life center.
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Going Back To Our Roots
By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

rom time to time, all of us need to go back
to our roots, reflecting on and recapturing
those treasures which may have been lost
or corrupted over the years. For Catholics,
going back to our roots as Christians means
revisiting what it means to have been baptized;
it means delving deeper into the implications of
having been confirmed in the Faith and being
fully initiated as Christians filled with the grace
of the Holy Spirit; it means comprehending the
consequences of being transformed by the Body
and Blood of Christ when we receive His Real
Presence in the Eucharist; it means acknowledging
the need to repent of our sins in the Sacrament of
Penance, with a firm purpose of amendment when
we have strayed from His path, so that we can be
restored to a right relationship with God through
His bountiful and merciful grace.
For us, as Catholics, recalling our roots as
Christians also means living as a people whose
collective memory of the faith goes back 2,000
years, to the time of Jesus and the early postresurrection Christian community. This enables us
to better understand why our century is so focused
on itself rather than God.
One of the problems with this generation, is
that the rebellious youth of the 1960’s invented the
“sexual revolution” to ‘liberate’ people from the
‘stifling’ codes of sexual conduct that had reigned
for centuries. The truth is that they didn’t really
discover anything new; they simply returned
to the libertine practices of sexual behavior
found in the pagan worlds of ancient Greek and
Roman cultures. In fact, it was the early Christian
community that brought about a sexual revolution,
rejecting the hedonism of the Greco-Roman culture
and replacing it with an ethic that valued purity
for the sake of the Kingdom of God, and viewed
marriage between a man and a woman as an icon
of the covenant relationship between Christ and
His beloved Spouse, the Church. In this sense, the

virtue of chastity is the
pearl of great price that we
read about in the Gospel,
because it leads us to the
Kingdom of God.
One of the reasons
why
this
historical
Christian understanding
of sexual morality is
incomprehensible to so
Chaplain Monsignor
many people today is State
Thomas Skindeleski
that so many of them,
including many who
actually call themselves
Christians, adhere to a type of ‘religion’ that is
essentially non-Christian. This belief system is
found to be especially prominent among Catholic
and mainline Protestant teenagers. While there are
some worthwhile elements (such as belief in the
existence of God, loving our neighbor and seeking
happiness), what is missing from this approach are
some other very important elements of Christianity:
the Word of God revealed in Sacred Scripture and
Tradition; an understanding of God as Father, Son
and Holy Spirit; the incarnation of God as man
in the person of Jesus, His redemptive suffering
and death, and His resurrection and ascension into
heaven; the Lord’s call to repentance, conversion
of heart, taking up one’s cross, self-sacrificial
love, purity of heart, and, most of all, putting God
above everyone and everything else so as to enjoy
eternal life.
It just boils down to this: to decide whether
God is more important than sex. As simple as that
answer may sound, it is also deeply profound. It
seems to escape most people in our culture today.
When you stop to think about it, the fact that so
many people regard sex as more important than
God is at the root of so many of our society’s
ills, including abortion, contraception, adultery,
fornication and homosexual relations.
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Obeying God’s commandments is not
impossible, if indeed we are convinced that God is
more important than our own selfish desires. Jesus
said, “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall
see God” (Matt. 5:8). There is no greater happiness
than to see God. It’s very possible to live a life of
purity and chastity if we truly love God more than

our own selfish desires. Coming to that conclusion
and living according to that conviction of faith
requires God’s grace, for “with God, all things are
possible.” As Catholic men and Knights, may we
put this into practice our because, “practice makes
perfect.

Vivat Jesus

Making It Happen in Record Time

W

hen plans to
hold the 2020
Florida State
Organizational
Meeting in Orlando had to
be changed, brother knights
from the St. Cloud/Kissimmee
Council 6624 jumped right in,
producing a meeting venue
and the necessary support in
record time.
Because of the prevalence
of the Covid-19 virus in
Florida, State Deputy Scott
O’Connor elected to hold two
separate sessions of the annual
Organizational Meeting to
improve the possibility of
social distancing; one in Del Ray Beach and one
in Orlando. The Orlando site, scheduled for the
weekend of July 24-25, was canceled with only
three weeks’ notice because of new Orlando
county virus mitigation requirements. That’s
when the brothers of Council 6624 in Osceola
county volunteered to host the meeting at their
hall In Kissimmee.
Council members volunteered their time and
skills to set up the main ballroom in accordance
with Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines
and helped unload equipment and materials for the
meeting. During the meeting council members
took temperatures, manned the registration tables
and worked closely with the state’s audiovisual
team to support the on-site and virtual meeting
attendance and participation via Zoom.

In addition, brother knights from Council
6624, spouses, family members, and Scouts from
Troop 662 pitched in by serving two continental
breakfasts, hors oeuvres for the State Reception
and the State Awards Dinner.
Finally, Council 6624 gave the State Treasurer
over $400.00 from donations from the bar and 5050 drawing for the State Vocations Fund.
Below are the links that will take you to the
presentations that were given at the Organizational
Meetings:
Supreme Knight Message
FSC Organizational Meeting Links
Photographs from Kissimmee
Photographs from Delray Beach
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Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos

D

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

oes the title of this Feast sound familiar
to you? Well, it should. In the Latin
Church it is called the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. The usual
and familiar picture of this Feast is Mary assuming
into Heaven surrounded by the Chirubim.
I would now like to show you another icon
of this same Feast with an Eastern slant to it. On
the Cross Jesus said to St. John, son behold thy
mother. From that moment on, St. John took Mary
into his care.
Mary stayed in Jerusalem after the Resurrection
of Jesus praying and witnessing to the people. But
in 43 A.D.
Mary's life was threatened by those in charge
due to her witnessing and St. John took her to
Ephesus to safeguard her
life.
After some time living in
Ephesus, Mary went back to
Jerusalem for a visit. While
there, she fell ill. Knowing
her death was imminent,
Mary prayed to her Son to
gather the Apostles around
her bed. All the Apostles
arrived at her bedside for
the death of Mary except
St. Thomas. While they
were praying, they saw a
great light and saw Jesus
descending over His mother.
Jesus came to take her soul
to Heaven with Him. The
Theotokos died surrounded
by the Apostles that Jesus called to carry His
Name to the world. The Apostles prepared a
funeral procession, wrapped Mary in a shroud
and processed to her tomb. They placed her in the
tomb and sealed the tomb.
Three days after her burial, St. Thomas arrived

in Jerusalem. He wanted
to pay reverence to Mary,
so the Apostles brought
him to the tomb. They
opened the tomb and went
in. When inside, the tomb
was empty except for the
shroud that Mary was
wrapped in. The Apostles
knew that she was raised
fom the dead and went to Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
Heaven with her earthly
body.
Now, to the icon of the
Dormition. In this Icon. you can see the Theotokos
on her death dead. Around her are all the Apostles
except St. Thomas. Now
the twist. You also see Jesus
in this Icon holding a baby.
That baby is the Theotokos
being taken by Jesus. Jesus
came from Heaven to take
her soul to Heaven with
Him. The baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes is Mary.
We have gone full circle in
the life of Jesus in swaddling
clothes where Mary took
care of Jesus and now in this
Icon, Jesus taking care of
Mary as a baby in swaddling
clothes. What a beautiful
Feast, a Feast of the pure,
sinless Mary being taken to
Heaven. What a beautiful
Icon depicting the eternal life of Jesus and His
mother promising that same eternal life to each
one of us. As Jesus said in the Gospels, " What is
impossible for man is possible for God". Glory to
the Theotokos, glory to Jesus Christ.
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Leaving a Legacy
By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

just returned from the Virtual Supreme
Convention. As I sit here reflecting on the
message that was delivered during the talks
and the conversations the Delegates were
having. The State Deputy was had mentioned
the word Legacy. I started to think, what was Fr.
Michael J. McGivney thinking about his Legacy.
Did he even think about wanting to leave a legacy?
Here was a young Priest who was thinking about
the men and women in his parish and how to better
serve them.
Well, I think we all know what his legacy turned
out to be. 138 years after meeting in a basement
at St. Mary’s Church the Knights of Columbus is
still going strong. I was wondering what he would
be thinking today that not only did the Knights of
Columbus branch out to all 50 states but to Canada,
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Philippines, Bahamas, St.
Lucia, Korea, Poland, Germany, and now France.
The Supreme Knight mentioned in his State of
the Union address that we now have more then 2
million Knights worldwide. That is 2 million that
are alive today. It’s not counting the Millions who
are no longer amongst us. 1 Parish Priest started all
this. What a Legacy that is.
What is your legacy you will leave with the
Knights of Columbus? What do you want fellow
Knights to say about your legacy? Membership

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a You Tube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

is an important part of
leaving a legacy in the
Knights of Columbus.
If we do not recruit new
members, we will not
have anyone to leave a
legacy too. The Knights
of Columbus has lasted
138 years and counting
because we continue to
Secretary
bring the vison of Fr. State
Robert Urrutia
Michael J. McGivney
of Charity, Unity, and
Fraternity. I know there are a Thousand stories
of family members in the Knights of Columbus.
This story is about our General Programs Director
Lorenzo Rodriguez. His Grand son just became a
Knight and he is now the 4th generation in Brother
Lorenzo’s family that are Knights. That is a nice
legacy to leave behind. Please continue to grow the
order by recruiting new members.
Remember to mark your calendars for October
31st for the Beautification of Fr. Michael J.
McGivney as he becomes Blessed Fr. Michael J.
McGivney.
Thank you for all your hard work and I hope
everyone is staying safe and healthy.

see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

“And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my Church, and the gates
of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.”
(Gospel for Aug. 23, Mt 16:18)

the rosary for the intention of remaining steadfast
in the faith. Second, I challenge you to encourage
members of your parish to stand firm in the faith
by starting or promoting the Faith in Action
Building the Domestic Church Kiosk program at
hat’s quite a promise! Christ established your church.
Peter as the head of his Church on
earth, with his teaching authority and Questions for Reflection:
the guarantee that hell itself would
Do you regularly lead your family in prayer
not defeat it. How we practice our faith in word by saying grace before meals, reciting the rosary,
and deed influences the moral and spiritual reading Scripture or practicing other devotions?
formation of others — our family, friends, fellow Do you openly discuss the Catholic faith so that
parishioners and neighbors. With the help of God’s your children know and understand the faith and
grace, fathers have a sacred role to protect their its truth, goodness and beauty? Do you pray for
families from the devil’s assaults. May we all take your wife and children that God may protect them
seriously this responsibility to be a “rock” of the from the attacks of the devil?
Catholic faith in our domestic churches, parishes
For more information on the Supreme Chaplains
and communities.
Monthly Challenge go to:
https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-faith/
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
monthly-challenge.html?1tab=1tab0
William E. Lori:

T

This month, I challenge you to join with others
— family, friends, brother Knights — in praying

Training Schedule and Registration
Links for August & September 2020
District Deputy Basic Training

New Officer Orientation

Effective Council Operations

The Delta Church Drive

Council Officer Roles & Responsibilities

You can also find these on the State Website:
www.floirdakofc.org

Making a Lasting Difference In Your Community
Enhancing Member Experience by Building a
Culture of Engagement
You Are Your Programs
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State Organizational Meeting
State Dignitaries join Council of the Year 8086 at State Organizational Meeting

D

istrict 20 was proud to receive awards
for all three of its councils at the recent
Florida State Organizational Meeting,
hosted by Council 6624 at its hall in
Kissimmee.
Division 3 Council of the Year, Our Lady of
Hope C8086 received 11 awards for the many
programs they participated in for the 2019-2020
Fraternal Year. In addition, both Father Downey
Council 4934 of New Smyrna Beach and
Epiphany Council 12569 of Port Orange received
Ultrasound Initiative awards.
After two days of training for district deputies
and grand knights, a dinner was prepared and
served by Council 6624 members and volunteers.
Following the dinner, the awards presentation was
performed by the State Officers with State Deputy
Scott and State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas
Skindeleski presenting the awards.
While all of us searched for ways for our

councils to work through the pandemic, C8086
implemented a Knights Shield program to help
fellow members and parishioners that were not
able to shop for food and medicine on their own.
C8086 did this before the Leave No Neighbor
Behind Program was announced by Supreme.
C8086’s Knight Shield program became the
subject of a PR Video featured on the Supreme
Website. You might still be able to catch some of
these stars on the Supreme Website.
Council 8086 had a bit more to contend with
than just the pandemic and the new ceremonials
approved by Supreme. PGK SK Jim Waggoner
had to step down as Grand Knight for health
reasons in Jan 2020. Despite trying to complete
the year after already serving 1.5 Years as GK,
Brother Jim made the decision to resign for the
good of the council. After all, how long it would
take to find a pair of donor lungs was unknown and
he was looking at 3-4 months of rehab thereafter.
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I am happy to report Brother Jim is home following
a successful double-lung transplant and doing
remarkably well.
Brother SK John O’Malley stepped up and was
voted in as GK to finish Brother Jim’s term while
finishing up his term as Faithful Navigator of Our
Lady of Hope Assembly 2794.
Despite this and many other obstacles, C8086
demonstrated what Into the Breach means as these
brothers banded together to serve their community.

T

As PGK, current Trustee & Program Director,
Brother SK Tim Mell helped these two outstanding
Grand Knights, Council Officers, and members
achieve 2-Star Council for 2019-2020 Fraternal
Year. As a Division 3 Council with only a single
parish, C8086 managed to show why they deserved
the Division 3 Council of the Year award right up
to the end of the Fraternal Year.
Congratulations on a job well done.

Supporting Food For Families

Council 13139 Recognized for Ongoing Support of Food For Families

he St. Peter, Jupiter Food for Families
recently recognized Council 13139 for
its ongoing financial and manpower
support to this important charity. It
demonstrated a continued focus of the council in
its Leave No Neighbor Behind efforts.
The Knights recently provided the Food for
Families Ministry with a $3,200 donation to
help keep the pantry shelves stocked. Since the
beginning of the virus epidemic, Food for Families
has experienced a three-fold increase in local
families needing food assistance.
To thank the Knights, Food for Families placed
an announcement in the July 5 parish bulletin.
“The Food For Families Ministry gratefully
appreciates the overwhelming generosity of our
Knights of Columbus,” the announcement read.
“The Knights are always there to lend a helping
hand when needed… Thank you!”
Knights have not only provided ongoing
financial assistance; they also serve the Food
for Families program and the parish and local
community in many other ways.
The Food for Families operation distributes
food on four Saturdays every month. The Knights
pick up supplies from local distribution centers;
bring them back to the pantry; assist in unloading
and sorting the goods at the pantry; pack bags of
goods for the Saturday distribution; and take the

bags out to recipients’ cars.
Individual members of the council are also
regular contributors of groceries, other supplies
and monetary donations to the Food for Families
program, totaling a couple thousand dollars every
year.
As a result of the pandemic, Knights have been
picking up debit cards (purchased from the $3,200
contribution and other monetary contributions)
and go to local supermarkets and purchase items
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to stock the pantry. This supplements the items
collected from local distribution centers.
Members of the council also assisted in
receiving the recent donation by Food For the
Poor to the Diocese of Palm Beach. Those

supplies were unloaded into the St. Vincent de
Paul distribution facility which are then part of
the supplies available to the St. Peter Food For
Families program.

The Church is facing a “man
crisis.” Men are made for
greatness. “Authentic masculinity” means to live for excellence. Mike Phelan explains
how he discovered the nature
of true masculinity and how to
live it.
Into the Breach is a call to
battle for Catholic men which
urges them to embrace wholeheartedly masculine virtues in
a world in crisis.
For more information click
here: Into the Breach
Into the Breach Masculinity
Video
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Upcoming Beatification of Father McGivney

F

r. Michael McGivney, the founder of the
Knights of Columbus, will be beatified
during a special Mass Oct. 31 at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford.
On May 27, the Vatican announced that Pope
Francis, who met with the board of directors of
the Knights of Columbus in February, had signed
the decree recognizing a miracle through the
intercession of McGivney, clearing the way for his
beatification. Once he is beatified, he will be given
the title "Blessed."
The
miracle
recognized
by
the
Vatican occurred in
2015 and involved an
U.S. baby, still in utero,
with a life-threatening
condition that, under
most
circumstances,
could have led to an
abortion.
That baby, Mikey
Schachle, is now 5.
His parents, Dan and
Michelle Schachle, of
Dickson,
Tennessee,
prayed to McGivney
to intercede with God to save their son, still in
his mother's womb, who was given no hope of
surviving a life-threatening case of fetal hydrops.
McGivney (1852-1890), the son of Irish
immigrants, was born in Waterbury, Connecticut,
and was ordained a priest in 1877 for what is
now the Archdiocese of Hartford. He founded the
Knights of Columbus at St. Mary's Parish in New
Haven, Connecticut, in 1882.
He originally started the Knights as a service
organization to help widows and orphans. At the
time, McGivney was an assistant pastor at St.
Mary's Parish. He is buried in New Haven.
The fraternal order for Catholic men has
become the largest lay Catholic organization in
the world with 2 million members and sponsors
a wide range of educational, charitable and

religious activities.
McGivney, who will be the first American
parish priest to be beatified and has long been a
hero of working-class Catholics, can be viewed as a
martyr of a pandemic. When he died of pneumonia
complications at age 38 in 1890, it was during an
outbreak of influenza known as the Russian flu in
Thomaston, Connecticut. Some recent evidence,
according to the Knights, indicates the outbreak
may have been the result of a coronavirus.
"Father
McGivney
has inspired generations
of Catholic men to roll
up their sleeves and put
their faith into action,"
Supreme Knight Carl
A. Anderson said. "He
was decades ahead of his
time in giving the laity an
important role within the
church. Today, his spirit
continues to shape the
extraordinary charitable
work of Knights as they
continue to serve those
on the margins of society
as he served widows and
orphans in the 1880s."
He added, "Father McGivney also remains an
important role model for parish priests around
the world and left us a transformative legacy
of effective cooperation between the laity and
clergy."
The initial work on his sainthood cause began
in 1982 on the Knights' centenary. His cause
was formally opened in Hartford in 1997, and he
was given the title "servant of God." In March
2008, the Catholic Church recognized the priest
heroically lived the Christian virtues, so he was
given the title "venerable."
Generally, two miracles attributed to the
candidate's intercession are required for sainthood
— one for beatification and the second for
canonization.
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Silver Rose Pictures
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The Catholic Difference

he Catholic Difference. What does
that mean, “Discover the Catholic
Difference?” Is it just a marketing slogan
or is there real meaning behind it? Let’s
look at that at several levels.
Our Catholicity as an organization forms all that
we do. Our Order was founded on the principles
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity; as a Catholic
business we also have core values of Integrity,
Professionalism, Excellence and Respect. In all
our dealings we try to embody those values in the
field and at our Supreme Office.
Money from insurance premiums and annuity
deposits is managed by our investment department
colleagues, Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors.
They manage that money, now amounting to
more than $26 billion, using sound investment
strategies in full compliance with the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ socially
responsible investment guidelines. We will not
invest in companies that engage in abortions,
producing abortifacient drugs, embryonic stem
cell research, human cloning or pornography. Our
Asset Advisors prove that a business can operate
on these principles and still produce a healthy
profit. That’s a Catholic Difference!
Our charitable contributions of more than
$187 million last year went to a wide variety of
organizations. Many were Catholic, but some
were not. We give money to support worthy causes
and we do that, not because they are Catholic, but
because we are Catholic. That’s what our faith
calls us to do; Sirach 40:17 tells us that acts of
kindness and charity last for an eternity. We are
supporting victims of genocide in Syria and other
places in the Middle East. We have placed more
than 1000 ultrasound machines in all 50 states and
saved more the 1 million lives. We financially and
spiritually support seminarians, disaster victims,
Special Olympians and many others. All this
from the profits of our insurance program and
investments and the contributions of members.
That’s a Catholic Difference!

And speaking of the insurance program, let’s
talk about the “Discover the Catholic Difference”
there. Here are a few examples: First, our
products are designed with our members’ in mind.
For example, I’m not aware of any other company
that offers a Spousal Waiver of Premium benefit…
and there is no additional cost for it! Second, we
have never raised our Long-Term Care Insurance
premiums on existing policy holders, something
very few, if any, insurance companies can say.
Third, we offer Disability Income Insurance to
blue collar workers as well as white and grey
collar workers. We recognize that it’s not just the
affluent that need that coverage. Fourth, we still
meet with brother knights and their families in their
homes, or over Skype, if they prefer; it might be
more convenient for them. Fifth, young children;
we want to make sure a member can protect their
child’s insurability with life insurance that has a
guarantee to purchase more insurance every three
years from age 25 to age 40 without evidence
of insurability. Sixth, our fixed-rate annuity has
one of the highest lifetime guaranteed minimum
interest rates in the industry, meaning a member
will always make money on his money. Seventh,
our Supreme Office is currently developing
new products to meet even more needs of our
members…so stay tuned! Now that’s the Catholic
Difference!
If you’d like to find out how the Catholic
difference could make a difference in your life,
contact your Field Agent.
Vivat Jesus!
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter

How To Write An Article

______________________________________________________________________________

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not
format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each
Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue
Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing
o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
“Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
Editor
Open
Districts 19,21-28,31-32
o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Marketing Department Information

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team
How to Write for the Invocation
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Council 8086 Holy Water Project

C

ouncil 8086 Knights (from left) Jim
Baskin, Tim Mell, John Hoag and Dave
Dollieslager distribute Holy Water
to Our Lady of Hope parishioners
following a recent Mass.
With the fonts drained since early March due
to restrictions brought about by the coronavirus
pandemic, Our Lady of Hope Council 8086
realized that Holy Water was not readily available
to parishioners or shut-ins.
To alleviate this problem, the Port Orange
Council purchased cases of small bottled drinking
water and asked Pastor SK Father Christopher
Hoffmann to bless it as Holy Water.
The Knights removed the manufacturer labels
and replaced them with a label that identified
as Holy Water Compliments of the Knights of

Columbus, and then distributed it after Sunday
Masses so that parishioners could have Holy
Water and be comforted during this difficult time.
Many parishioners took extra bottles so their
shut-in friends and relatives could have the water
available. The program was an extreme success
and is ongoing and will be expand so that more
shut-in and self-quarantined people can have some.
To date, the Council has prepared and distributed
more than 400 bottles and expect to at least double
that quantity so the Holy water will be available
for the foreseeable future. This is just another way
the Knights are serving the parishioners of Our
Lady of Hope Parish in Charity, through the Faith
in Action program.”
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Knights Coordinate 23 Tons of Supplies

M

.J. Benvenuti Council 8419 of St.
Rita Catholic Church in Wellington
recently loaded a 53-foot trailer
with 23 tons of toiletries, hygiene
and baby products and other supplies – valued at
$220,000 – to support efforts of Catholic Charities
of Central Florida.
The supplies were a donation from Proctor and
Gamble to Food for the Poor, an agency service
17 Latin American and Caribbean countries. The
Knights suggested that the donation would best
benefit Catholic Charities.
Half of the supplies will be distributed to 35
locally based parish food banks.
The remainder of the supplies were off-loaded
and will be stored in Riviera Beach. In addition, 13
pallets were reloaded on four Project 425 military
vehicles and convoyed to Pahokee with members
of the council. Diocese of Palm Beach Coordinator

Bill Sodan was at the Riviera Beach locations,
joined by members of local councils to reload 11
pallets on the military trucks for Pahokee.
Project 425 which is a group of veterans who
have taken and restored old army vehicles. These
vehicles are all stored and worked on at a property
owned by Brother Mike Carroll, who was the
Council 8419 Knight of the Month for July.
Dennis McCarty set up the fork lift to assist
with the Pahokee project, working with members
of Council 8419 including PGK Kenneth M,
Deischer, Ivan Barin, Vince Devore, and Bryan
Quincey. Mario Garcia Jr., District 66 Deputy, also
had members of his district assist in the unloading
in Pahokee.
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Moving Goods to Pregnancy Centers

O

n Thursday, July 3oth,
members of Council 10055
San Marcelino Champagnat,
took on the challenge of
moving pallets of donated product from
the Archdiocese of Miami Charities center
to the North Dade Pregnancy Center.
While many were beginning to think of
newly formed hurricane Isaias, the group
was focused on the task at hand.
The group arrived early in the morning
with appropriate vehicles and energy
and proceeded to load the product for
the journey. The members included the
council’s Deputy Grand Knight, Arturo
Acuña, who headed the project, our
Chancellor, Angel Troche and his ever
present at council events, Mary, council
members Pedro Perez-Roura and Jorge
Milan.
The group worked hard to load the

goods appropriately and transport to the center
and then unloaded at the target location. This
was very well received as donations have truly
dwindled at the center since the pandemic started
but the need has not diminished.
The council is very involved with the South
Dade Pregnancy Center with assistance with
their Baby Bottle campaigns, helping defray the
costs of the technician, and some members being
tutors in the Project Joseph Program, including
the aforementioned DGK brother Acuña.
Challenge accepted and completed.

E

l dia jueves 3 de julio, miembros
del Consejo 10055 San Marcelino
Champagnat, asumieron el desafío de
trasladar paletas de productos donados
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del centro de Caridades de la Arquidiócesis
de Miami al Centro de Embarazo North Dade.
Mientras muchos comenzaban a pensar en el
nuevo huracán Isaías, el grupo se centró en la tarea
en cuestión.
El grupo llegó temprano en la mañana con
los vehículos y la energía apropiada y procedió

a cargar el producto almacenado para el viaje al
centro. Los miembros incluyeron al Dipuitado
Gran Caballero del consejo, Arturo Acuña, quien
dirigió el proyecto, nuestro Canciller, Angel
Troche y su siempre presente en los eventos del
consejo, Mary, y los miembros del consejo Pedro
Pérez-Roura y Jorge Milán.
El grupo trabajó arduamente para cargar los
productos de manera adecuada y transportarlos
al centro y luego descargarlos en la ubicación
señalada. Esto fue muy bien recibido ya que las
donaciones realmente han disminuido en el centro
desde que comenzó la pandemia, pero la necesidad
no ha disminuido.
El consejo está muy involucrado con el Centro
de Embarazo de South Dade con asistencia con sus
campañas de Biberones, ayudando a sufragar los
costos del técnico y algunos miembros son tutores
en el Programa Joseph, incluido el hermano DGK
Acuña, mencionado anteriormente.
Desafío aceptado y completado.

Pregnancy Centers Grateful for Knight Deliveries

A

s a result of the corona virus pandemic,
a number of pregnancy support centers
in Miami-Dade and Broward counties
were extremely low in baby supplies
needed to help new mothers.
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Miami
reached out to Ron Winn, the Florida Knights
of Columbus state disaster response chairman,
to help distribute the urgently needed supplies,
including bottles, formula, disposable diapers and
baby food located in the Doral warehouse to six
different locations in Miami-Dade and Broward
counties.
Winn contacted Jim Buzzella, state disaster
response coordinator for the Miami Archdiocese,
to coordinate a response from councils in south
Florida. Within five days of the initial request, six
councils quickly put together teams and vehicles,
picked up the supplies from the warehouse and
delivered the estimated five tons of baby supplies
to the five pregnancy support centers and one

parish pregnancy outreach program at the end of
July.
The councils delivered the more than twenty
pallets of baby supplies to the North, Central and
South Broward Pregnancy Centers, the North and
South Dade Pregnancy Centers and the San Isidro
Catholic Church’s pregnancy outreach center.
The participating councils included the Father
Monahan Council 4851 in Hollywood, the
St. Vincent Council 6590 in Margate, the San
Marcelino Champagnat Council 10055 and the
Monsignor Walsh Council 13369, both in Miami,
the San Isidro Council 16980 in Pompano Beach
and the San Eugenio Council 17299 in Miramar.
To see pictures of Knights in Action on the
project click on the links below:
Council 4851

Council 17299
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The Power of Prayer
By Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso, Jr. Council 14084

I

often wonder if anyone ever reflects on the
state of our country and our society and
thinks about why things are the way they
are…the hate, the bigotry, the poverty, the
lack of civility, the outright ignorance of law, the
failings of our government and so on.
Our Supreme Knight recently addressed these
concerns and spoke of the troubling events that
are occurring today, including attacks on statues
of historical figures such as Abraham Lincoln,
Frederick Douglass and our Order’s namesake,
Christopher Columbus.
Statues of saints have also been vandalized, and
houses of worship and other religious symbols
have been attacked. He commented that these
are not merely attacks on statues and history, but
increasingly attacks on Catholics and people of
faith.
It troubles me and suspect all of you and begs
the question why is this happening? Consider the
following:
Many believe that our Government today no

longer follows the Constitution or represents “We
the People”!!
Many of our leaders and our citizenry are
greedy and cowardly.
Rugged individualism and self-responsibility
have been replaced with a desire for government
dependence.
National and community service is for someone
else to do.
The cost of living has been raised to a point
where both parents are always at work, rather
than with their children. We have taken an entire
generation of young men and women and turned
them in large measure into selfish, entitled brats
who have no respect for people, property or
authority!
People with terminal illnesses or with little time
to live must work!!!
Veterans have been allowed to go homeless and
hungry, but we give out millions to illegal aliens,
and foreign aid!!!
People with addiction are saved repeatedly, but
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little help is given to our elderly who cannot afford
to pay for their medication to stay alive.
Society bends over backwards to be politically
correct, too scared to say enough is enough.
The retirement age has been raised to where
people must work until they are too old to enjoy
their retirement years.
Prisoners are taken care of and given everything
under the sun (food, medical, education,
representation, money, rehabilitation and yes even
sex change surgery) yet the elderly who have paid
their debt to society and their families, go broke
trying to pay for their own needs, medical care, or
a nursing home...
You could undoubtedly think of other things, but
we can agree that self-indulgence accompanied by
concerns for nothing except personal materialistic
welfare and political power is a major menace to
America's future.
It appears that something needs to change but
no matter what sort of adversity or challenge
we might face, we can always believe it can be
conquered, and we will be stronger for it.
Our Supreme Knight recently stated that,

“While our faith calls us to be respectful of
different perspectives, acts of vandalism are
crimes against all who cherish democracy and
mutual respect. The Knights of Columbus remains
firm in its condemnation of all forms of racism
and violence, including political violence. With
churches, statues, and religious symbols subject
to vandalism and attack, we call upon elected
officials and leaders at every level to defend the
religious freedom of all.”
As Knights, I suspect that most if not all of us
agree that many social problems in our country
can only be solved by God’s intervention. I
honestly believe that our country is His last hope
on earth. We must stand up for what is right;
be responsible, be thankful for our numerous
blessings as Americans regardless of our race,
color, or creed; love our country; and perhaps it’s
long past time to believe that in concert with God
through the power of prayer we will conquer the
challenges that threaten us and the very freedoms
that all real Americans hold dear.

God bless!
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Disaster Response Program

T

he
Florida
State Council
has a formal
Disaster
Response
Program,
designed to render
aid and assistance to
our parishes and our
membership. This is
done through the efforts
of the membership by
volunteering to assist
when disaster strikes.
We have a State
Chairman
for
the
program
and
a
Coordinator in each
diocese, whose task
is to organize the aid.
The D.R.P. is listed, with contact information on
our state website, and in our State Directory on
pgs 27-28 (https://www.floridakofc.org/DisasterResponse).
The Regional Administrators and District
Deputies are vital in recruiting volunteers,
collecting their information on the Volunteer
& Skills Bank Form. Those forms should be
scanned into your computer and forwarded to your
Diocesan Coordinator. Volunteers will be assigned
recovery work based on their desires and skills.
In a recovery operation, we will co-locate with
the local Diocesan Catholic Charities at their
Point of Distribution. That will be the "report to"
location for volunteers. We will publish that when
we know from Catholic Charities.
We have a trailer, 7' x 14', equipped with much
of the essential tools and equipment we will use
in our recovery efforts. We also have resources
from the Supreme Council, such as food, cleaning
supplies, baby diapers, tarps, nails/screws and a
long list of vitals to be used. Keep in mind, we
are there to clear out debris, get downed trees
out of driveways, off roofs and make it possible

for people to get in and out of our parishes and
their homes. We're not there to do "finish" work or
interfere with insurance claims.
Since we are also dealing with the Coronavirus
Pandemic, be sure you feel safe enough to be out
and working around people. Always bring your
own mask and gloves/PPE gear when volunteering.
If you have any questions, contact your
Regional Administrator or your Diocesan Disaster
Response Coordinator.
And, thank you so much for your efforts on
behalf of our priests, parishes and brother knights
and their families.

Vivat Jesu,

Ronald Winn, PGK, PFN, FDD
State Disaster Response Chairman
850.712.8935
rlwinn1951@gmail.com
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Below are some important links for council communications
CLICK HERE for member communications tools
CLICK HERE for remote meetings tools
CLICK HERE for remote voting tools
INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

25

INVOCATION

Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffe changes for 2019-20
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families,
and perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski
mpgizewski@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring
steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek
gahayek@bellsouth.net

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com
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