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Supreme Knight Carl Anderson called upon Knights across the United States to join in praying for national unity and an end to racism.
This week, in place of our weekly newsletter, we're inviting all our brother Knights around the world in join us in prayer.
Below is a copy of his letter, as well as links to the Order's novena, which begins this Sunday.
Dear Brother Knight,
Following the pain, outrage and violence resulting from the tragic death of Mr. George Floyd, I send this message in a spirit of
reconciliation, asking you to join me beginning this Sunday — the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — in praying our Novena for National
Unity & An End to Racism.
We should take to heart the words of Pope Francis. No one should “tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism.” We must all “defend the
sacredness of every human life.” And we must redouble our efforts to overcome the suffering and injustice which result from the sin of
racism. As we celebrate the perfect unity of the Blessed Trinity, we call upon all Knights and people of goodwill to join in prayer. Let us
remember that, as Pope Francis says, “nothing is gained by violence and so much is lost.”
Our prayers are inspired by our legacy as Knights of Columbus — may we carry on in the same spirit of unity that has inspired the Order
to welcome Catholic men of all backgrounds, regardless of race, from our very beginning. This is especially important as we move forward
as “Knights of Columbus: Knights of Unity,” which was the theme of last year’s Supreme Convention.
As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Time is cluttered with the wreckage of broken communities which have surrendered to
hatred and violence. For the salvation of our nation and the salvation of mankind, we must follow another way.”
We pray that we all can follow this other way and come to understand that injustice to a black person is injustice to all; that regardless
of race or culture, all people, without exception, are made in the image and likeness of God, and are deserving of our respect and love.
Please join me in offering this prayer for national unity and an end to racism. May we pray for the strength to learn from the courageous
example of Dr. King and from the leadership of our Holy Father, and continue to work to build a society that recognizes the dignity and
brotherhood of all.
As men of faith, let us together confidently turn to prayer during the nine days of this novena, beginning on Sunday, June 7, and
concluding on Monday, June 15.
May God, through the powerful intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Civilization of Love, hear our prayer.
Fraternally,
Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight
MEMBERSHIP IN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS is open to men 18 years of age or older who are practical (that is, practicing) Catholics in union with the Holy See. This means that an applicant or
member accepts the teaching authority of the Catholic Church on matters of faith and morals, aspires to live in accord with the precepts of the Catholic Church, and is in good standing in the Catholic Church.
Invite Catholic men to join today at www.kofc.org/join.
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n ovena For n ational u nity
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sunday, June 7 – Monday, June 15
Prayer to the Most holy trinity
“time is cluttered
with the wreckage of
broken communities which
have surrendered to
hatred and violence.
For the salvation of our nation
and the salvation of mankind,
we must follow another way.
This does not mean we abandon
our righteous eﬀorts. ...
But we shall not, in the process,
relinquish our privilege
and obligation to love. ...
This is the only way to
create beloved communities.”

– Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Heavenly Father, you so loved the world that you sent us
your only begotten Son as our Redeemer. The Holy
Spirit rested upon your Beloved Son as he preached the
Good News, cured the sick, and gave his life to break
down each sinful barrier that separates us from you and
from one another. With your Son, O Father, you sent the
Holy Spirit upon your Church that she might extend
your saving truth and love to every race and nation.
So it is that we praise you, O Glorious Trinity, One God
in Three Persons, united in one Divine Nature yet
distinct in each Person — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
As you are united in one Divine Nature, we ask you to
bring together in your love all whom hatred and racism
have separated. Pour your love into our hearts, that we
may speak the truth boldly and in a spirit of charity, and
labor unceasingly for justice, peace and reconciliation in
our divided nation and world. O Father, source of every
blessing, O Son, Radiant Truth, O Spirit of Love, enable
us to respect and love those who are diﬀerent from
ourselves and remove from our hearts, our homes, our
Church, and our society every trace of racism.
Grant us, in your mercy, renewed and lasting resolve
‘to mend our ways, to encourage one another, to agree
with one another, and to live in peace.’ (cf. 2 Cor 13:11)
Grant us the wisdom to create a civilization of truth,
justice and love, worthy of your Kingdom. Then we shall
know that you are truly with us, O God of life, truth and
love, living and reigning forever and ever. Amen.

bakdc/Shutterstock.com
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This week, Knights around the world are praying the last days of the Novena for National Unity & An End to Racism. As we unite in prayer,
take a look at this issue and see how Knights are finding inspiration in the principle of unity.
Also, this Sunday marks the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. Check out how the Eucharist deepens our unity with
the Church and don’t miss these facts about spiritual communion – a good practice to prepare ourselves for the feast day.

A commitment of the heart
The supreme knight tells state leaders that the Knights of
Columbus’ strength comes from commitment to principles
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity
Amidst economic and societal
hardships not seen in nearly a
century, the Knights of Columbus
has not only been able to
“withstand the challenges,” but
also grow in membership and
charitable giving, Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson announced during
the annual Organizational Meeting
of State Deputies, this year held
virtually due to social distance
restrictions. READ MORE

For each Knight who joins online,
we’re uniting to help a neighbor in need
Our promo code GIVE2020 has been extended! For each man
who joins online, we’ll donate his membership fee directly to the
Leave No Neighbor Behind fund and match that donation 100%!
We invite you to share this invitation with your family and friends
— by joining now, they join a group united in charity and
dedicated to supporting our neighbors in this time of need. JOIN
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY Share how you, your family
or your council is strengthening people’s faith and offering support for your
community. Email knightline@kofc.org.

Knights continue charity through unity
Unity is a defining principle of the Knights of Columbus
Through a Novena for National Unity & An End to Racism,
the Knights of Columbus is calling all people of goodwill to
“come together in solidarity to forge a path forward —
free of discrimination and hate — for our nation” amid
nationwide protests following the death of George Floyd.
Unified prayer, and unity in general, is a critical response
for Catholics during tumultuous times. As one of the four
principles of the Knights of Columbus, unity was essential
to the vision of Father Michael J. McGivney, the Knights of
Columbus’s founder. He stated that by promoting unity
“members would gain the strength to bestow charity on
each other.”
That message rings true more than one hundred years later.
READ MORE

Where there’s a need, there’s a Knight

Knights help California homeless

From funding meals for kids, supplies to vets, masks to rehab
centers and leading prayer services, these Knights — united in
charity — did it all

Knights fund and support Mercy Pedalers’ outreach to men and
women on the streets

George Ribellino, a Knight of Columbus from St. Matthew
Council 14360 and Bishop Fenwick Assembly 100 in Norwalk,
Conn., wanted to do a “little bit of everything to try and make
a difference” during the COVID-19 pandemic. And that’s just
what he and his brother Knights did.
They donated $500 and food to Filling in the Blanks, a service
that typically provides weekend meals to children in need. But
now, due to the pandemic, the charity is providing meals to
children for the full week.
The Knights also saw a need at a local non-profit, Homes for
the Brave, which provides housing, vocational training and life
skills coaching to help individuals leave homelessness behind.
They needed cleaning supplies and funds. READ MORE

They pedal their way around the downtown streets on threewheel bikes, stopping only to offer goods to the homeless
men and women they encounter: coffee, snacks, toiletries and
various personal items. Most of all, they offer companionship
and the love of Christ.
They are the Mercy Pedalers of Sacramento, Calif., a small but
intrepid group of volunteers led by Sister Libby Fernandez —
a Sister of Mercy. Each day they bring gifts and cheer to some
80 of the city’s street people. READ MORE
Knightsgear has a great selection of ties: check them
out here. And don’t forget to look at the sale items at
www.knightsgear.com.

Other Knights in Connecticut are helping their neighbors, including St. Peter
Council #14590 in Higganum.

Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information
purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Other ways we’re helping
The Knights of Columbus is providing up to $100M in coronavirus short-term financing to churches struggling
with donations. “When you don’t have Mass, not everybody is necessarily thinking, ‘Gosh, father needs money
for keeping the lights on,’” said Tony Minopoli, president and chief investment officer of Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors. WATCH
Another way to contribute is through our Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund (KCCF) donor-advised fund.
It is a safe, secure and confidential platform to maximize your philanthropic impact on organizations that align
with your Catholic values. To learn more, visit www.knightscharitable.org.
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member accepts the teaching authority of the Catholic Church on matters of faith and morals, aspires to live in accord with the precepts of the Catholic Church, and is in good standing in the Catholic Church.
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Today is Juneteenth, a day marking the end of slavery in the United States. We invite you to virtually check out the Knights of Columbus
Museum’s Voices of Freedom display, honoring all who dedicated their lives to the cause of ending slavery, as well as those who fought
— and continue to fight — racial inequality.
And this Sunday, Knights across the United States celebrate Father’s Day, a day to honor and remember our own fathers. It is a chance for
every man to reflect on his father’s legacy — and his own. Check out these stories to find inspiration.

Dad’s big day — and influence
Step up your spiritual leadership (even while sheltering at home)
This Father’s Day — a Father’s Day like no other in the confinement of the pandemic
— is a fitting time to reflect on our spiritual influence. In 20 years, your kids will no
doubt tell stories about the pandemic of 2020; what you do now will determine
whether they look back with a roll of the eyes or fond reminiscences of a loving dad.
READ MORE

A father that changed the course of history
St. Thomas More’s lessons of fatherhood for all Knights
He’s a patron of lawyers and public servants. He’s an
example of moral integrity. He’s a saint, a 16th century
martyr. But Thomas More’s strong example of fatherhood
is often unrecognized and underemphasized.

Father’s Day is also a time to recognize
our spiritual fathers — holy priests such
as Father Michael McGivney, founder of
the Knights. Read the story of the miracle
that has brought Father McGivney one step
closer to being declared a saint.

This year, the feast day of St. Thomas More falls on the day
just after Father’s Day. And it is fitting that Knights of
Columbus look to him for inspiration as fathers, as leaders
of our families and as true servants of God. READ MORE

This Father’s Day is a great opportunity to reflect more deeply on the vital
importance of fatherhood by watching the Into the Breach “Fatherhood” episode.
WATCH
SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY Share how you, your family or your council is strengthening people’s faith and offering support for your
community. Email knightline@kofc.org.

What Kendrick Castillo taught his father
One year after Kendrick’s tragic death during a school shooting, Knight John Castillo reflects
on his son’s heroism and faith
Last month, John Castillo was reminded of the most difficult day of his life. May 7 marked
the first anniversary of the death of his only son, Kendrick, who died while saving his friends
during a school shooting.
The pain of that day is ever present for John, a Knight from Southwest Denver Council 4844,
and his wife, Maria. Every afternoon, they visit Seven Stones Cemetery in Littleton, Colo.,
to sit at their son’s gravesite. But John is also carrying on Kendrick’s legacy — an absolute
commitment to God and to serving the community. READ MORE
One of Kendrick’s dreams was to be a Knight of Columbus like his dad. Watch Kendrick’s story here.

A Father’s Day declaration

Dad of eight leads family in faith and service

Take ownership of your role as a Catholic father

Joe Krebs, a Knight of Columbus and dad of eight kids, aims to be a role model
for his family

Seize the day, as the expression goes! While
you bask in the love and praise you receive
on Father’s Day, what better opportunity is
there to claim your most vital role as a Catholic
father?
We are all working to lead our families in a
powerful and effective manner. Still, we are
always looking for more opportunities to
show our love for our families and lead them
to Christ. Here are some ideas. READ MORE

Joe Krebs is a Knight, a husband, and
a father of eight kids in Oregon. A
member of the Knights of Columbus
in Albany Council 1577, Joe has
found that this time of pandemic has
proved an important moment to
bring home what he’s learned from
the Knights — in particular, leading
his family in faith.
“Being a Knight really helps me be a better husband and father by combining
the Church’s community, the family, all together,” Joe said. READ MORE
Check out this video on the Krebs.
Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information purposes only. This is not an
endorsement of the service providers.

Knights Gear’s 100% cotton onesies and children’s t-shirts are a great way
for families to share their pride in Dad’s or Grandpa’s involvement in the Knights
of Columbus. The onesie is available in infant sizes from newborn-24 months.
The t-shirt is available in youth sizes from XS-XL. Check out the details at
www.knightsgear.com.
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June is traditionally “ordination season” for many U.S. dioceses. This issue offers a look at
the ways Knights offer support to men studying for ordination to the priesthood. May our
prayers and support encourage them in their vocations, leading them to be holy and
virtuous priests.
It’s thanks to our priests that we are seeing the public celebration of the Eucharist in more
and more areas after lockdown. Check out our seven-step guide for navigating the return
to public Mass.

Knights help seminarian
realize childhood dream

Behind-the-scenes look at life as a parish priest
Chas Canfield gets a behind-the-scenes look during his first parish assignment
thanks to support from Knights and others.
Chas Canfield, a seminarian and Knight of Columbus, is getting his first
behind-the-scenes look this summer at what life as a parish priest is like.

Since he was a kid, this Knight always wanted
to be a priest. Now he’s close to graduating
seminary.
During the Jubilee year of 2000, Rory Traynor’s
parents returned to the Church. Then on Easter
of 2001, Traynor, along with eight of his brothers
and sisters, was baptized and officially received
into the Church. At that point, Traynor was only
7 years old, but he already knew he wanted to
become a priest.
Now, thanks to support from Knights of
Columbus Council 5093, Traynor’s well on his
way to completing seminary and serving in the
Diocese of Manchester, New Hampshire.
READ MORE

Canfield currently attends Kenrick Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, Mo.,
studying theology. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, most students went home
early, but Canfield requested to finish the academic year in a parish — assisting
the pastor at Masses, weddings and more. This opportunity may have been
impossible without the support of numerous people, including the Knights
of Columbus. READ MORE

Our future priests need your help
As Catholics, we rely a lot on our priests. But before
they can become priests, seminarians need our
support. Knights offer moral and financial support
to thousands of seminarians and those in religious
life each year through the Refund Support
Vocations Program. Learn how you can lead your
council in supporting them here.
P. Deliss/The Image Bank Unreleased via Getty Images

SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY Share how you, your family or your council
is strengthening people’s faith and offering support for your community. Email knightline@kofc.org.

Knights save priests’ retreat center in Arizona
Thanks to this council’s charitable efforts, the Redemptorists’ retreat center in Tucson
withstood the pandemic.
When the coronavirus pandemic forced social distancing restrictions across the country,
the Redemptorist Retreat/Renewal Center (RRC) had to cancel all scheduled events,
laying off employees and fearing closure. In an incredible effort, the local Knights from
Our Lady of the Desert Council 15704 quickly raised over $46,000 to keep the center
from closing its doors. READ MORE

Invite a seminarian to join the Knights
All Catholic seminarians are eligible to join the Knights of Columbus
for free!
By joining our Order, seminarians have opportunities to form strong
fraternal bonds and receive encouragement, prayers and financial
assistance from their brother Knights. In turn, our Order will gain
the grace that comes from supporting vocations, as well as find
hope in knowing that men in our ranks are preparing for the sacred
priesthood. To waive the member fee, a seminarian must use the
promo code SEMINARIAN when he submits his online membership
application.

Learn more about Father McGivney's life-saving
intercession in the life of little 5-year-old Mikey Schachle:
“I looked at Father McGivney and I looked at what the
Knights of Columbus does for special needs children, for
the pro-life cause,” Mikey’s dad said. “If there was ever a
baby Father McGivney would want to help, this is who it
would be.” READ MORE

Knights Gear’s gifts for priests or seminarians
Did you know that Knights Gear sells religious and liturgical items?
Check out the chasuble and stole set, the Mass travel kit and more
at www.knightsgear.com.
Our support for vocations includes assisting women
religious not only with their
formation, but also their daily
work. Check out this video and
see how Knights in Illinois are
providing bottled water to the
Little Sisters of the Poor and the
elderly they care for during the
COVID-19 pandemic. WATCH
Any links to third party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information purposes only.
This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Congratulations to our winners!
Three grand prize winners were randomly selected to win
a collection of Knights of Columbus books – including The
Knights of Columbus: An Illustrated History – signed by
the authors! And 50 first prize winners are receiving a
“K of C starter library” of eight books from the Knights of
Columbus publishing program, including four books by
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson.
Check out the names of winners and details of the drawing
here.
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