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Exaltation of the Holy Cross

B

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

oth the East and West celebrate in the
month of September the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross. We see the Cross in
our churches, in our homes and around
our necks. But, do we fully understand the full
significance and reality of the Cross? We can say
that Jesus died on the Cross for the forgiveness of
sin. This is the essential meaning, essence of the
Cross and that is why we call it the Holy Cross.
But,when we see Jesus on the Cross what else
do we see? How do we identify with the Cross?
And also, importantly, how does Jesus identify
with us on the Cross?
In the small village of Isenheim in the northeast
Alsace area of France, which I visited, there is
a painting known as the Isenheimer Altar. It is a

painting painted between
1513 and 1515 for a
chapel at a hospital for
plague victims.
The body of Christ on
the Cross in this painting
is overwhelming. It is a
body tortured, emaciated,
and
covered
with
abscesses.
Remember,
this Former State Chaplain
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
painting resides in a
hospital chapel for plague
victims. That Corpus took
on the plague-stricken and dying sufferers of those
plagued stricken people of the sixteenth century.
On the Cross of that painting, the sufferers saw
their God with the same ulcers as their own,
and it made them realize with a shock what the
Incarnation really meant. The Cross for us is that
place where we lay our suffering so that Jesus
can absorb our sufferings and as He said, make
our burden light. We must realize where to go
and recognize the Cross not only as the sign of
our forgiveness, but our unity with Christ in our
sufferings.
In that Passion and Death of Jesus, He also
left us that sign of unity with Himself and with
each other. That sign of unity is the Eucharist. As
St. John says, the Eucharist is the "Bread of life,
the food of life. Yes, the Eucharist is the food we
eat for our spiritual life and growth. What is the
meaning of the Eucharist for us? It is "food". Jesus
says, "Take and eat". We, as the body of Christ
recognize this food and share it with each other.
The Cross and Eucharist go hand in hand. Let
us embrace both as the tools for living and dying.
Let us embrace both as the medicine for a deeper
spirituality leading to a deeper commitment to the
ministry of Jesus Christ.
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Our Past Fraternal Year
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

I

n this article I will recap some of the
significant benchmarks of this past Fraternal
Year and offer some thoughts and ideas on
the new year, set to begin on July 1, 2020.
The year began with my wife Marybeth and
I traveling to the Supreme Headquarters in New
Haven, Connecticut for state deputy orientation
and training, followed by installation as State
Deputy by Supreme Knight, Carl A. Anderson, in
St. Mary’s Church.
The installation ceremony and Mass were
presided over by Archbishop William E. Lori,
Supreme Chaplain, who blessed our State Deputy
Medals (jewels) and gave each of us a personal
blessing. Following the Mass and ceremony we
were treated to a breakfast in the basement of St.
Mary’s Church where Fr. McGivney met with a
handful of men, to create the Order.
Upon our return to Florida, we began to
implement appointments of new District Deputies
and volunteers for our state team, we then had our
Installation of State Officers, at St. Vincent Ferrer
Catholic Church in Delray Beach.
Our State Chaplain, Msgr. Tom Skindeleski, is
pastor of St. Vincent Ferrer and was most kind to
offer the use of the facilities to the Florida State
Council. Bishop Gerald Barbarito, Bishop of
Palm Beach, was the Principal Celebrant of the
Mass, which was attended by many in the south
Florida region.
Then we got to work, appointing in total 87
District Deputies and 10 Regional Administrators
as well as many programs, charities, and
membership team members. However, early
on we were tested, first my wife’s condition
worsened, then we had two devastating storms
hit our jurisdiction, Tropical Storm Nester in the
panhandle and Cat 5 Hurricane Dorian, which
destroyed much of Grand Bahama and Abaco
Islands.
We worked hard to help those suffering from
the devastating storms all the while working to

achieve our established
goals. But in January, I
was forced into retirement
from a company that I had
worked with for over a
decade and then Marybeth
lost her battle with cancer
and died on January 22,
2020.
Then, after all that we
find ourselves in the midst State Deputy Scott A.
of a pandemic the likes O’Connor and Mary
we have not seen in most
of our lifetimes. Many
of our friends and family members have suffered
losses this year, including several of our Florida
Knights of Columbus Team.
The pandemic has forced us to rethink the way
of conducting our meetings, events, conventions,
and activities. But, through all this we have never
lost faith. In fact, our faith has become stronger,
more defined and our resolve to see ourselves
come out of this stronger and better prepared is
the end result.
Now, as we enter the final month of the fraternal
year, with our virtual convention a success and
behind us. Our weekly virtual degrees are working
and bringing in new members and another goal
was reached this year in that the Order reached 2
million members.
The plans for our virtual Organizational meeting
(July 11) and early in-person membership training
meetings are in the works, and we can be proud of
our accomplishments but even prouder of what we
will achieve in the new year.
I have no doubt that what we learned going
through the fire and forge of the past year will
help propel us to great heights in the 2020-2021
Fraternal Year. Starting with the recent news
that our Founder, The Venerable Fr. Michael J.
McGivney, Servant of God, will soon be beatified
and will then be called Blessed Michael McGivney,
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is a sign that things are going to be better soon. the “Strong Right Arm of the Church.”
There is hope up ahead and we will continue to
I look forward to working with you all this
work together in Charity and Unity building up coming year and pray that we all will remain safe
our Fraternity and showing our Patriotism to be and healthy.

Drive-Through Food Drive

S

t. Claude De La Colombiere Council
#16929 in Pinellas Park, FL. held a DriveThru food drive on May 2nd at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church. While adhering
to social distancing guidelines, members of the
Knights and Columbiettes along with our Pastor
Father Kevin Yarnell and Parochial Vicar Fr. Vi
jay Polamarasetty Collected food donations in the
parking lot of the Church.
The donors were able to pull up in their cars,
pop the trunk, and have the knights collect the

food without leaving their vehicle. Father Kevin
and Father Vi jay then handled them a bottle of
Holy Water that they had blessed.
All donations were taken to the His Heart Food
Pantry where the food was sorted, inspected, and
stored for distribution.
Approximately750 lbs. of food were collected
and added to the 550 lbs. collected last September
we had 1300 lbs. donated for the Food for Families
Program.
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The Life of John Paul II

M

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

ay 18th marked the 100th
anniversary of the birth of St.
John Paul II. While the people of
Rome and throughout the world
waited for the re-opening of St. Peter’s Basilica
in Vatican City, Pope Francis came to a side altar
in the Basilica where the body of St. John Paul is
entombed. He quietly offered Mass there in front
of a small number of people who were invited
because of some personal connection they had
with the life of John Paul. I was supposed to be
there, too, but was unable to attend because of
travel restrictions brought on by the coronavirus.
Elected as successor to St. Peter on the feast day
of the Polish Saint Hedwig, October 16, 1978, over
7 years after I was ordained a priest, he would be
the Pope for the next twenty-six and a half years of
my life. His profound teachings were quite prolific.
In addition to the many homilies and speeches he
gave during his lifetime, he wrote 14 encyclicals,
15 exhortations, numerous apostolic constitutions,
apostolic letters, and papal proclamations during
his pontificate. He completed 146 pastoral visits
within Italy, and 104 outside it; and, as Bishop of
Rome, he still found time to visit 317 parishes in
his diocese during his pontificate.
He certainly has had a profound influence on my
priesthood, especially with his ability to learn well
so many languages that helped him communicate
with various peoples all over the world. I saw him
for the first time in person the day he became a
Cardinal. I had been on a visit to Rome to see my
own archbishop receive the cardinatial hat. Having
co-majored in Polish (at my college-seminary), I
was privileged to join him at dinner, where he sat
me at his right hand.
I met him many times later, in Rome, Poland,
Philadelphia, Havana and Orchard Lake, Michigan
(where he actually walked up to serve a private
Mass I was celebrating one afternoon in the
campus chapel). I’ll also never forget the moment

when he enfolded my
Mom’s hands in his at
an audience in Rome,
and said to her, “Mother
of a Priest.” She almost
fainted away! Blessed to
be in the third row center
at St. Peter’s Basilica for
his canonization on April
27, 2014, you can barely
State Chaplain Monsignor
imagine how thrilling it Thomas Skindeleski
was to realize that I really
knew a saint! I maintain a
museum in his honor at our parish, where I keep
many personal memorabilia connected to him.
Meals were an important part of the life of
John Paul II, not as just a time to eat, but to be
with people, as he had guests for almost every
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Of course, the most
important meal for him, as it should be for us,
was the Eucharistic meal, and I had the privilege
of concelebrating with him on several occasions
in his private chapel at the Vatican. Now that
the faithful of our dioceses are finally getting to
return to receive Holy Communion after over two
months, let’s give thanks for the life of Pope St.
John Paul.
I hope you spend time reflecting on that
wonderful gift that is ours, and how in the
Eucharist we share is the promise of Jesus, who
went to prepare a place in his Father’s house for
those who are faithful. Vivat Jesus!
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

“Everyone who acknowledges me before others
I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.
But whoever denies me before others, I will deny
before my heavenly Father.” (Gospel for June 21,
Mt 10:32-33)

T

recent martyrs, may we acknowledge our Savior
before others with serenity, courage and love.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to offer to keep
another person’s need in your prayers. Second,
I challenge you to sustain the priesthood and
its witness to the faith by supporting the Faith
in Action Refund Support Vocations Program
(RSVP) or by helping seminarians in some other
way.

he logic is pretty clear-cut, isn’t it?
In this memorable promise, Jesus
assures us of his intercession before
the heavenly Father if we acknowledge
him before others. Historians tell us that the 20th
century saw more martyrs than any before. These
brothers and sisters courageously acknowledged Questions for Reflection:
Christ before others at the cost of their lives.
What does a full “audit” of your public
In our comparative freedom, do we nonetheless
deny Christ or hide our faith in little ways? Mindful profession of faith reveal? How does offering to
of Christ’s promise and inspired by the faith of pray for others acknowledge Christ before others?

State Advertising Chairman Wanted

T

he Florida State Council Marketing
Committee is looking for a State
Advertising Chairman to primarily help
selling advertising and sponsorships for
the 2020-2021 fraternal year.
The Advertising Chairman is responsible for
organizing, planning and soliciting advertising
and sponsorships from Brother Knights and other
businesses that share KofC values.
He would establish a team across the jurisdiction
to help solicit ads for the Convention Book and
other State Events.
In addition, the Chairman would work with the
Marketing Team for the production of advertising
and sponsorship material including working with

the state designated printing vendor and internal
multi-media team.
A sponsor or advertiser can be a Brother Knight,
Brother Knight business owner, commercial
business with an affinity to our principles, nonprofit corporations that do similar work, service
providers in other fields of endeavor aligned with
KofC.
Sponsor vetting process is done by the Marketing
Committee along with the State Advocate.
If this is something that interests you please
contact George A Hayek, State Marketing Director
954-629-2428 gahayek@bellsouth.net.
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A Successful Convention

I

By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

would like to thank; our State Deputy and
the officers of the Florida State Council
for putting together an extraordinarily
successful virtual convention. The whole
team did a tremendous job in making sure it went
smoothly. The Open session and the live streaming
on Facebook and YouTube were highly organized
and went very smoothly.
The live broadcast included the Convention
Mass with Bishop Barbarito and our State
Chaplain Monsignor Tom. We even streamed
having Bishop Barbarito pull the winners of our
State Raffle. Thank you to Brother George Hayek
and his team for setting up the live streaming, it
was an historic and wonderful day. I would like
to also congratulate my brother Officers for being
re-elected for another term.
Remember, we still have a few more weeks to
reach our membership goals so please make sure
we finish strong. Let us help our State Deputy
make the circle of honor!

W

Normally,
at
the
convention we hand out
the State’s per capita
assessment. With the
convention being virtual
this year, it was hard to
hand them out. We can
find all the per capita
assessments on the State
website FloridaKofC.org.
Secretary
A mailing of the bills will State
Robert Urrutia
be coming out by the end
of the month. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Please continue to pray that we will be turning
the corner of this pandemic. And that the unrest
that we have been seeing in recent days subsides
to the point that we can live in harmony again.

Hot Meals Program

hile many of its planned activities
were canceled due to the
pandemic, Sacred Heart Council
4934 of New Smyrna Beach
was able to help the community by continuing its
Community Hot Meals program to feed the needy
and homeless.
On May 18, Grand Knight and master chef
Danny Aloise joined District Deputy Terry
Cassidy and Deputy Grand Knight Art Klobucar
in cooking and serving goulash for 137 people.
Helping serve was Council Trustee and a New
Smyrna Beach Hot Meals Supervisor, Dave
Montgomery.
All proper precautions were followed in the
cooking and distribution. All kitchen help were
pre-screened by the program Supervisor for the

day and were required to wear face masks and
gloves. We were also restricted to only three
members in the kitchen so, unfortunately, we did
not have the usual compliment of seven to eight
members who love assisting.
Council 4934 had its first virtual meeting on
May27. A few of the officers gathered at the home
of Grand Knight Danny Aloise to assist with the
election of officers for fraternal year 2020/2021,
fund raising, planning for next year, membership
growth as well as other topics. The rest of the
council was able to interact via a Zoom Meeting
that was hosted by our District Deputy. During the
Month of May, the council also submitted revised
by-laws to all members and they were approved
unanimously through two separate council votes.
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Unrelated Trade or Business Income

A

By State Advocate Robert Rasch

fter 11 months in the position as
your State Advocate, it has become
apparent that a bulk of the issues raised
by members throughout the State of
Florida relate to Home Corporations. Initially,
let me advise all Grand Knights for councils that
have a separate building (operated by a Home
Corporation) to read the “Handbook for Councils
using Home Corporation Facilities” which I can
email to you upon request.
Back in 2017, Supreme Council mandated
that councils and Home Corporations execute 2
agreements: A Charitable Distribution Agreement
and a Terms of Use Agreement. If you have a
building and a Home Corporation associated
with your council, make sure these 2 agreements
are signed and maintained electronically (again
available from me upon request).
Another issue has arisen regarding councils that
run bingo operations in their hall. Recently we
encountered an IRS audit in which the Revenue
Agent tried to claim that bingo income received
from non-members was taxable as “unrelated
trade or business income” under Section 513 of
the IRC.
However, the code further excludes from
“unrelated trade or business income” a trade or
business in which substantially all work carried
on in such trade or business is performed for
the organization “without compensation”. That
means a council can’t pay bartenders, callers or
other workers or it is subject to having its bingo
receipts as taxable income. In the case of the

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a You Tube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

council being audited,
they allowed the council
member workers and
their wives who worked
the bingo operation (and
prepared food in the
kitchen) to have a meal +
soft drink or water (at a
cost not to exceed $2.50 to
$3.00).
Advocate
Without going into State
Robert Rasch
too much detail that
would simply bore you,
it is imperative that you
do not pay any person any compensation that is
associated with operating a bingo operation, and
limit the food cost (meaning actual estimated cost
of the food to the council, not what patrons pay for
the meal) to no more than $2.50-$3.00.
We were successfully able to convince the
Revenue Agent that his claim of “unrelated trade
or business income” and seeking back taxes on
the amount attributed to non-member players
was wrong and that the council was entitled to
the exclusion. Needless to say, it would be a
nightmare to try to keep track of bingo receipts
from non-members and have to pay federal
income tax on such amount. Further, the Supreme
Advocate’s office recognized the significance of
this issue nation-wide.
Continue to be safe, even if dioceses begin to
allow meetings in the parish facilities again. God
bless.
see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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M

Hannah's House

embers of St. Peter
Council 13139, Jupiter
recently
completed
a
significant
landscaping
project
as
part of its ongoing support of Hannah’s
Home, a women’s residential shelter
in Tequesta for women who choose to
have their babies.
Hannah’s Home includes a focus
on spiritual development. The home
is building a chapel on their property.
This will be followed by an addition
to the residential facility, which will
allow for the number of residents
to double to 16 women, plus their
children.
In order to do this, trees and heavy
bushes and undergrowth had to be cut
down. Members of the council spent
two days cutting down about 100 feet
of the growth along the fence line next to the
chapel and behind the residence.
This will allow for the additional work on the
facilities to proceed.
Local pregnancy centers in Florida report a
desperate need for housing young women and their
babies. After choosing life for their unborn child,
many women are rejected and without options;
living in cars, on park benches, and many times

with abusers. They need a safe environment where
they can experience God’s love and blessing for
choosing life for their baby.
While there are too few maternity homes where
the mothers can stay long term and are given the
gifts of time and support to accomplish their goals,
Hannah’s Home takes the extra step to invest in
these young women and their children’s future.
With the recent Caronavirus pandemic, a
change was needed in the council’s support. Since
the mothers have to travel outside of the facility
for various medical and other appointments, help
was given. At the request of the council, the wife
of one of the council members made over a dozen
face masks for the mothers.
As the situation evolves, the mothers will be
able to travel and work jobs, which are part of the
long term development plan for the mothers. In
addition, a member was able to obtain two dozen
bottles of laundry soap for the facility.
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Knights Help a Member in Need
“Our Council will go anywhere,
provided it be forward”

A

couple of weeks ago, Council
14084 was contacted by our
most Worthy Insurance agent
John Ruckert who had met
with one of our brothers who is in need.
Besides his own medical and financial
problems, His wife was ill. Apparently,
she fell recently and broke her hip, besides
that, she has Parkinson’s.
They live in a run-down trailer in Dover
Florida which has an entrance door that
is 30” above the existing ground. The
stairway was loose, and the steps were rotted and
frankly I wouldn’t use the steps myself, they were
dangerous. She was released from the hospital and
placed in rehab several weeks ago. Our brother
reported that his wife would be released back
home on Monday (5-11-20).
After speaking with John Ruckert, my wife and
I went to visit our brother in need. It was evident
that a handicap ramp was needed so that she could
access the trailer with her walker or a wheelchair.
When we met, we realized that we met him
before. He reads at the same mass we attend. We
also attend that mass since I usher and my wife’s in
the choir. When he originally told us that his wife
has diagnosed with Parkinson’s last year, we were
able to provide some good information to him. as
many of you know, we have first-hand knowledge
of this disease and can help others based on our
experiences.
We put out a request for brothers to help build
a ramp, many brothers responded and ultimately
8 brothers were on site to help. I personally
would like to thank all the brothers who pitched
in and worked so hard to make this a success and
complete in less than 1 day. The pressure treated
timber ramp is 4 ft wide and is 24 ft long (gentle
7 deg slope approximately), the platform off the
trailer is 4 ft wide and 10 ft long.
The structure is therefore about 140 sf. The
width and gentle slope will be perfect as she will

be coming home on Monday. Other brothers also
helped including Tim Donahue who provided
some lumber and screws. One of our brothers
Phil Primacio (Brother who now lives in Texas, )
has made a monetary donation to help as he gets
communications from our council. Phil also gave
some great comments on the sketches, I sent over
to him and he has built handicap ramps in the past.
Our council is perfectly equipped to help people
in need.
It is always amazing to see how many Knights
jump in and help when there is a need. I am so
proud and blessed to be a member of this council
and consider everyone as part of my family. May
God Bless you all.
List of brothers who helped

1. Ed Skrobacz
2. Travis Cord
3. Bruce Czaja
4. Alex (Grand Knight)
5. Michael Barger
6. Jerry Rivera
7. Mark Lovejoy
8. John Arcand
9. Tim Donahue (screws / extra wood)
10. Phil and Jean Primacio (brother from
Texas, separate monetary donation being made to
Tommy)
11. John Ruckert – Initial contact and set up.
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Fr. Martin Dunne
This noteworthy story is in regards to a Brother
Knight and Priest, Fr. Martin Dunne, III, who
began his faith journey as a Brother Knight and
fellow lay person, gradually, the path to the life
of an Ordained Priest began to reveal itself to
Brother Dunne, who with the help of the Knights of
Columbus followed the path through the seminary
and to the ministry he now lives. Fr. Marty has
expressed the fact that he is happier now than at
any time in his life. He absolutely loves being a
Holy Priest and doing God’s work on earth. The

new series of books written by Fr. Marty, during the
pandemic, illustrates how much influence the Holy
Spirit has when working through his believers. It
should also be noted that these new books are
coming out at the same time the announcement of
Fr. McGivney’s beatification was made. Fr. Marty
won first place in a competition for new authors
and has a shot at another award for one of the
other books. Truly Fr. McGivney’s influence is
present here.

Are there any other options to get this book
besides directly through the publisher?

one
affirming
relationship. This
book has been years
in the making,
and incorporates
insights and lessons
I have repeatedly,
and successfully,
introduced into my
ministry to directly,
and individually,
consul thousands
of
individuals
and hundreds of
relationships
.
These
insights
have not only assisted others in finding those
meaningful relationships by freeing themselves of
various misconceptions which have unwittingly
held them down, but, far more importantly, they
have brought about healing, strengthening and
fortifying of their relationships in such a way that
the relationship enhances all other areas of life
with a peace and joy that few ever though was
even possible—as it grows and develops over the
years.
Marriage is God's Special Gift: Before writing
“Marriage is God’s Special Gift”, I did some
research, and sadly, I came to realize that there
were hardly ANY books on traditional marriage

As of now, only at Waldorf Publishing's Website
Home | Waldorf Publishing, Marketing and Public
Relations (2021 books). This is partially because
we're still at the stage where we are trying to
convince bigger retailers (online and bricks-andmortar) to purchase the books (the more are preordered, the more they are convinced)! I also
learned that the more pre-orders there are the better
chance these books will have of being released in
2020 instead of 2021!
Can you describe the books in more detail?

The first book is geared towards adults,
particularly young adults, and incorporates what I
have learned in life, ministry, and the classroom!
I heavily quote the saints, especially Pope St. John
Paul The Great! The other 3 books do the same,
but certainly in a more child-friendly (6-11) way!
Even if you've found your vocation, everyone
has, or knows of, children and grandchildren who
could benefit from a gentle way to learn important
lessons on faith and morality!
Here's the synopsis of the 4 books:

What Could a priest know about marriage?
How to prepare for, find, and keep that one special
relationship: This can be a critical guide for those
from all walks of life who are searching for that
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for kids! Naturally,
this gave me a
greater fire to
get this book out
there as soon as
possible.
When
we were young,
we had fairytales
to cling to that left
us dreaming about
the future. But true
love and a happy
marriage shouldn’t
have to be a fairytale! In fact, they are not! Kids
can and should be able to learn that for themselves
early on, so that, as they grow, they grow with
positive expectations and encouragement for their
own future marriage, if that’s what they are called
to; positive expectations and encouragement
to live the most fulfilled life possible as God
intended for each of us! Just as Lauren learns just
how special a gift Marriage truly is, and the true
joy that can come from it, your children will too
as you read along with them! The book is packed
with illustrations containing fun details and subtle
symbols which convey the truths of both marriage
and themes such as marriage’s unity, continuation,
and fidelity.
It's Worth it Because of God's Love for you:
Presented largely through the words of a mother
towards her 11-year old son, “It’s Worth It Because
of God’s Love for You!” is a joyful, introductory
book on God. It takes the reader through a
captivating journey of all time and eternity to show
how deeply and
uniquely they are
loved by God. The
book synthesizes
a plethora of
experiences,
studies,
and
insights
from
others, as well
as the author’s
p e r s o n a l
experiences from
his faith journey

with God. By beautifully showing how everything
in God’s plans led to this present moment in time,
this book aims to captivate, renew, and excite the
reader into enthusiastically giving their “all” in
every task of life from their recognition of their
special path and purpose in accepting, and giving,
God’s love at each and every single moment and
with every single activity. The book is packed
with illustrations containing fun details and subtle
symbols which convey the truths of God’s love
through themes such as fruitfulness, love, and
fidelity.
Popcorn's
Perspective on What
Works and what
doesn't: Introducing
a cute centenarian
parrot who's eager to
share the wisdom he
gained, “Popcorn’s
Perspective on Life:
What Works … &
What Doesn’t!” is an
upbeat introductory
book on the dangers of the seven vices and the
benefits of the seven virtues. Using relatable
examples for the contemporary youth, the book
showcases each vice with its opposite virtue on
opposite pages. All of the examples are presented
in fun backdrops spanning from the “Roaring
1920’s” through the present day. The lessons
and vocabulary both gently, and sometimes
humorously, show the immediate and longterm benefits for responding in the right way to
a variety of situations. The book synthesizes a
plethora of experiences, studies, and insights,
along with the author’s personal experiences. The
book is full with illustrations containing exciting
details and subtle symbols as the relatable parrot
narrator helps the reader to recognize the joy that
accompanies a loving and virtuous life.
What prompted you to take on these topics?

Many reasons, but mainly because people of all
ages were sadly never given a proper foundation
on faith, virtues, God, vocation and relationships.
The recent assaults on "traditional" marriage have

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

12

INVOCATION
been especially upsetting (for example, I'm upset and holy priests. This is the reason why I felt
that anyone thinks there can be any other type of inspired to write "What Could a Priest Know
marriage!)
about Marriage?" I only planned to write this one
book, until the publisher asked if I would consider
Why now?
writing Christian children's books!
My schedule as a parish priest is quite full
(but most rewarding every single day), and I What do you hope to achieve with these books?
would never want to compromise on one moment
I hope to bring people closer to God and his
of my priestly duties. The pandemic gave me truth and help foster truer and closer relationships.
some unexpected unstructured time to finally set Even back to my childhood I was frustrated by the
pen to paper! Anyone who knows me knows I lack of books which present Church teachings in
can't sit still (except in prayer!). I don't believe an easy, gentle, balanced, intuitive way. I want
in coincidences, so believe that now was the time everyone to recognize their potential to fulfill the
for these books to be written, a time when I know unique role which God created them for!
many are yearning for the truth!
Are there more in the pipeline?
Given your personal and professional
background, what do you bring to the subject?

Yes. There is a virtually inexhaustible trove of
topics to draw from in our rich faith. If/when I
I believe everything in everyone's life can have the opportunity to write again, I think it will
be incorporated for self-improvement (& that be more books geared for children! Quite frankly,
of others). For example, I talk about how the these books are easier to write, and my favorite
worst things that happened to me were also the part of my ministry is towards the schoolchildren
best, when I learned on how I could incorporate of St. Joan of Arc.
everything into my life going forward! The first Do you have any suggestions for the Knights to
time I realized this was the most pivotal moment play particular roles in addressing these issues?
of my life! But, in hopes of helping others find
Study. Pray. Dialogue. Speak-out (in both
purpose and peace as soon as possible, I humbly
words
but more so with the example of our lives).
offer the lessons I've gained through my preseminary life, and the ten years since with both Defend the eternal truths of God even when they
are not noticeably attacked! "Evil triumphs when
candor and transparency!
good people do nothing"
A Vatican official has said that priests do not
have the credibility or experience to prepare Any last thoughts?
I just learned that between now and July 15
couples for marriage. How do you feel about
there will be a contest at Waldorf Publishing. If I
that?
Part of the message is confusing, so I'll take that get the most pre-orders by July 15th I will receive
with a grain of salt and say maybe something was $500--ALL of which I will immediately donate
lost in the translation (as is often the case). One to Florida charitable organizations which I am
of the most specific, direct, and absolute reasons honored to already support! Charity is not only the
why seminary takes several years is so that priests First principle of our Order, it is the first principle
can gain the experience (between several graduate of Catholic Christian discipleship! But I believe
courses, bi-annual weekend seminars, workshops, these books convey charity in very beautiful ways!
verbatims, shadowing, and other conferences
and meetings) needed to prepare couples for
the sacred sacrament of marriage. He is right,
however, when he says that priests largely do not
have the credibility. This is not fair, and it is not
the fault of most good, educated, hard-working,

Interviewer, William Whiting, PGK
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Working to Keep Parishioners Safe

n preparation for opening the church to
celebrate Pentecost, GK Ed Meyer, DGK
Jim Edgcomb, and two Brother Knights who
also serve on the parish Safety Committee,
met with Fr. Jorge Torres, the pastor of Holy
Redeemer Catholic Church, to discuss ways of
keeping the parishioners safe.
Several suggestions were made, including the
need to require masks and a registration system
for members of the congregation to register online
ahead of time as a way to manage the crowds with
reducing seating available in the church.
Also, Fr. Jorge requested that up to 10 Knights
from Council 6624 help out at each the Masses.
As a result, Brother Knights from Council 6624
volunteered at all of the Pentecost weekend
Masses at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
serving as ushers, giving out masks to those who
didn't bring their own, helping to maintain proper

social distancing, and promoting the use of hand
sanitizers.
Although the crowds were small, many
parishioners felt truly blessed to be able to
celebrate Pentecost Sunday and attend Mass in
person again.

Learning that the Our Lady of Hope Parish food bank
was running perilously low on food and supplies,
Knights from Council 8086 held an emergency food
drive in the parish parking lot on Saturday, May 9.
As a result, a parish van was packed with donations,
allowing Knights to replenish the shelves at the OLOH
Parish Ministries food bank.
The Knights also presented Parish Outreach with
a check for $2,000 to purchase additional food and
supplies.
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Family of the Year

lexander and Regan Franklin of
Resurrection Council 15675 in
Riverview were named Saturday as
the Florida’s Family of the Year by the
Florida State Council of the Knights of Columbus.
The Franklins were selected by the 55,000
member Florida jurisdiction of the international
fraternal organization for their service to their
council, their church and their local community.
Florida Knights also chose the Terry and Ellen
Gallardo family of the Father Phillip de Carriere
Council 10484, Haines City for the Family of the
Year Honorable Mention Award. The Gallardo
family resides in Davenport.
Alex Franklin, his wife, Regan and children
Nick and Sophia reside in Brandon and are
all involved in various church ministries at
Resurrection Catholic Church in Riverview to
include the Eucharistic ministry, CCD and RCIA
religious education programs, altar servers, lectors
and choir.
Several years ago, the entire family organized
the first parish youth retreat which has turned into
an annual event attracting more than one hundred
young men and women attendees.
As a family, they have actively participated
in the council’s annual golf tournament, Tootsie
Roll drive to support the intellectually challenged,
Coats for Kids initiative and the council’s food
pantry that serves more than one hundred local
area families each week.
Alex, a knight for seven years, has served his
council in several officer and chairman positions
including financial secretary and recorder, coaches
Little League Baseball and is a board member for
a local Boy Scout troop.
Regan, a school teacher, heads up the women’s
church retreat, is active in the Parent-TeacherStudent Organization and runs the school food
bank that assists the homeless and less fortunate.
Nick and Sophia are both altar servers, both
members of the National Honor Society, and are
also very active in their high school. Nick was

captain of the cross-country team and assists his
father in directing the annual Passion Play. Sophia
is currently student body president band assists her
mother with the religious education classes.
The Florida State Council will nominate the
Franklin family to Supreme for consideration for
the national award presented by the two million
member Knights of Columbus at their annual
convention in the fall.
The Gallardo family includes Terry and Ellen,
Terry’s brother Larry, daughter Kayla and Terry’s
mother, Eva. All are active members of St. Ann
Catholic Church in Haines City, serving in various
church ministries.
Terry has been a knight for 12 years and his
brother Lerry, a knight for eleven. Both are very
active in Council 10484 activities, holding various
officer positions and the Knights’ Fourth Degree
color corps. Terry has served as warden, deputy
grand knight, grand knight, faithful navigator and
district deputy.
The Gallardo family is also very active with
the Polk County Florida Special Olympics
which provides year-round sports training and
competition to children and adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
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Knight of the Year

R

obert A. Gualtieri of Christ Our
Redeemer Council 13527 in Niceville
was named on Saturday as Florida’s
Knight of the Year by the Florida State
Council of the Knights of Columbus.
Gualtieri was selected by the 55,000 member
Florida jurisdiction of the international fraternal
organization for his service to his council, his
church and the local community.
Florida Knights also selected Thomas M.
Hynek of St. Cloud Kissimmee Council 6624 for
the Knight of the Year Honorable Mention Award.
Gualtieri, a knight for 13 years, has served his
council as warden and two terms as Grand Knight,
and is currently the council’s public relations
chairman, publishing the council’s monthly
newsletter. He has had articles about the council’s
activities published in the state newsletter,
Invocation, and the Supreme Council’s monthly
magazine, Columbia.
His community activities include painting and
light maintenance work at the Twin Cities Pavilion,
a county-sponsored senior residence in Niceville
and the annual picnics and Christmas parties for
the residents of the Sunland Center, a Florida
state-run home for the disabled in Marianna. He

also drives a veteran to veteran breakfasts at the
local senior center.
As a member of Christ Our Redeemer parish
in Bluewater Bay, he is a member of the Pastoral
Council, serves as an usher and Eucharistic
minister, bringing the sacrament to residents of
local assisted living facilities.
According to Jim Yurack, the council’s Grand
Knight. “Bob’s distinction is that he does the little
things, without fanfare and without being asked,
to get things done. He’s a team player.”
Thomas Hynek, a member of Holy Redeemer
parish in Kissimmee, has been a knight for 13
years. He is the Florida Special Olympics director
for the council, volunteers at bingo, spaghetti
dinners and designer bag fundraisers.
He has helped distribute food the needy
families, toys to children at the Christmas for
kids of Osceola County event, volunteers at the
Christian Hearts Organization, which prepares
dinners for more than 2,000 families, and helps in
the set-up, cooking and serving over 3000 meals at
the Osceola County Three Kings Festival.
According to Ed Meyer, grand knight, “I
challenge anyone to meet the work and time
Tommy puts in, without complaint, week in and
week out. That’s pure dedication.”

Thomas M. Hynek
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Council of the Year

he Florida State Council of the Knights
of Columbus named three councils as
Council of the Year in their respective
divisions at the fraternal organization’s
annual convention here on Saturday. Because
of state and Center for Disease Control (CDC)
CoVID-19 guidelines, the convention was
conducted via live-streaming on Facebook and
YouTube.
The Division 1 winner with less than 75
members was San Isidro Council 16980 of
Pompano Beach.
The Division 2 winner with between 75 and
150 members was San Patricio Council 13654 of
Miami Beach.
Taking the top award in Division 3 for councils
with more than 150 members was Our Lady of
Hope Council 8086 of Port Orange.
Each year, the Florida State Council selects the
councils of the year based on the councils’ scores
in the areas of membership growth, charitable
giving and service programs. Councils obtaining
the highest composite score in their respective
divisions and then named Council of the Year.
Only in its second year of existence, the
Pompano Beach-based San Isidro Council 16980,
under the leadership of Grand Knight Romulo
Barbera, achieved a membership growth of 28
members.
The council raised funds to support the San
Isidro Catholic Church’s RCIA religious education
program, donated more than 1,200 lbs. of food
for the Food for Families program, supported
seminarians and vocations to the religious life,
and promoted the Bible Placement Program.
The council took first place in its division in the
Faith Activities, Vocations Support and Publicity
Activities categories.
Division 2 Council of the Year, San Patricio
Council 13654 in Miami Beach achieved 600 per
cent of their membership quota. The council took
first place in its division in Faith Activities, Family
Activities, Newsletter and Publicity Activities

categories.
Under the leadership of Grand Knight Manuel
Magaldi, the council hosted Family Rosaries and
monthly Corporate Masses, financially supported
a seminarian and the regional seminary, raised
funds and helped other councils raise funds for
intellectually challenged individuals through
the Tootsie Roll drive and the Food for Families
program.
Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 in Port Orange
took the top honors in Division 3 under the
leadership of Grand Knight James Waggoner. The
council took first place awards in five categories,
including Community, Life and Publicity
Activities, as well as State Service Program
Awards in Faith and Community.
The council strongly supported the Florida State
Charities program and achieved 100 per cent of
their membership goal, a significant achievement
for a council with more than 300 members.
Council awards are based on individual
council’s applications for awards in membership,
charitable giving and service programs for the
period April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020.
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Our Lady of Fatima Council 6391 has distributed flowers to mothers after the Masses on Mother’s Day for the last four or so years.
We did not let the pandemic stop us this year!!!
On Mother’s Day we assisted Fr. Tim Region 5 Chaplin and Father Claudius, Council Chaplin conduct a Drive-Thru Mother’s Day
Blessing and Knights from 6391 gave the mother’s a flower.

Our Lady of Fatima (6391) and St Scholastica (14485) Councils joined District Deputy 33 Victor Fee Greco to express appreciation to the priests, staff and volunteers that are going above and beyond to bring Mass into everyone’s home and helping to keep the
parishes going during the pandemic. We presented the parishes in District 33 with individual certificates to receive a thank you lunch
at a local restaurant.
In addition, we also presented thank you certificates to the staff and volunteers at Pregnancy and Family Life Center for their commitment and dedication to supporting and protecting life during the pandemic.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Board of Directors
State Deputies

FROM:

Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight

DATE:

May 27, 2020

It is with singular joy that I write to share news that, at Roman Noon today, the
Holy See announced the formal recognition of a miracle attributed to our founder,
Venerable Father Michael McGivney.
With this announcement, a Mass of Beatification will soon be scheduled.
This joyful news is the culmination of many years of determined effort. I ask for
your continued and increased prayers as we prepare for the day when our founder
will be known as Blessed Michael McGivney.
The Vatican announcement can be found below:

Decrees of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints
On May 26, 2020, the Holy Father Francis received in audience His Eminence Cardinal Angelo Becciu,
prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. During the audience, the Supreme Pontiff authorized
the same Congregation to promulgate the Decrees regarding:
[…]
‐ the miracle, attributed to the intercession of the Venerable Servant of God Michael McGivney, Diocesan
Priest, Founder of the Order of the Knights of Columbus; born on August 12, 1852 in Waterbury (United
States of America) and died in Thomaston (United States of America) on August 14, 1890;
Venerable Michael McGivney was the founder of the Knights of Columbus, now the world’s largest
Catholic fraternal organization. After studies in Canada and the United States, he was ordained to
the priesthood by Archbishop James Gibbons in Baltimore. He founded the Knights of Columbus as
a mutual aid society, geared especially to working men and their families. He was known for his
tireless work among his parishioners. He died at the early age of 38 from pneumonia.
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Blessed Father McGivney

T

he Vatican today (May 27) announced
that Pope Francis Pope Francis
approved the promulgation of a decree
recognizing a miracle attributed to
the intercession of the founder of the Knights
of Columbus, Venerable Father Michael J.
McGivney, a Connecticut priest who served his
flock during the pandemic of 1890, before himself
becoming ill and dying of pneumonia.
The pope’s action means that Father McGivney
can be declared “Blessed,” the step just prior to
sainthood. An additional miracle attributed to
Father McGivney’s intercession will be required
for his canonization as a saint.
McGivney is best known for founding the
Knights of Columbus in 1882. Nearly a century
before the Second Vatican Council, his prescient
vision empowered the laity to serve Church
and neighbor in a new way. Today, the Knights
of Columbus is one of the largest Catholic
organizations in the world with 2 million members
in North and Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia,
and Europe.
The miracle recognized as coming through

Father McGivney’s intercession involved an
unborn child in the United States who in 2015 was
healed in utero of a life-threatening condition after
prayers by his family to Father McGivney.
A date will soon be set for the beatification
Mass, which will take place in Connecticut. It
will include the reading of an apostolic letter from
the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title
“Blessed” on Father McGivney.
Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of
Columbus Board of Directors, Pope Francis said
the organization has been faithful “to the vision of
your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, who
was inspired by the principles of Christian charity
and fraternity to assist those most in need.”
“Father McGivney has inspired generations
of Catholic men to roll up their sleeves and put
their faith into action,” Supreme Knight Carl A.
Anderson said. “He was decades ahead of his time
in giving the laity an important role within the
Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape the
extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they
continue to serve those on the margins of society
as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s.
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Father McGivney also remains an important role
model for parish priests around the world and left
us a transformative legacy of effective cooperation
between the laity and clergy.”
Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in
Waterbury, Connecticut, Father McGivney was a
central figure in the dramatic growth of the Church
in the United States in the late 19th century.
Ordained in Baltimore in 1877, he ministered to a

the current one – may have been caused by a
coronavirus.
Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to
the faith and his embodiment of the characteristics
of the “Good Samaritan,” his cause for sainthood
was opened in the Archdiocese of Hartford in
1997. St. John Paul II – who was pope at that
time – lauded Father McGivney’s principles,
stating in 2003, “In fidelity to the vision of Father

heavily Irish-American and immigrant community
in the then-Diocese of Hartford. At a time of
anti-Catholic sentiment, he worked tirelessly to
keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding
practical solutions to their many problems –
spiritual and temporal alike. With a group of the
leading Catholic men of New Haven, he founded
the Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. Mary’s
Church to provide spiritual support for Catholic
men and financial resources for families that had
suffered the loss of their breadwinner.
The fledgling group soon became a major
force in the areas of evangelization, charity, racial
integration, and the defense of religious freedom.
Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in
parish ministry and died of pneumonia on August
14, 1890— two days after his 38th birthday –
after falling ill amid a pandemic. Recent scientific
evidence indicates that that pandemic – like

McGivney, may you continue to seek new ways
of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and
a spiritual force for the renewal of the Church in
holiness, unity and truth.”
In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable
Servant of God by Pope Benedict XVI, who
during his visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral cited the
“remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary
American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney,
whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of
the Knights of Columbus.”
Two recent books also tell the story of Father
McGivney and his legacy: Parish Priest (2006),
his biography; and the The Knights of Columbus:
An Illustrated History (2020).
More information is also available at www.
FatherMcGivney.org
Photos and other visual resources are available
here.
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Uplift Your Priest

ocation Ministry has launched
an international campaign called
Uplift Your Priest that t encourages
parishioners to show LOVE to their
priests. It is a great way to thank him for all of his
sacrifices, especially during Holy Week, to keep
all of us connected with our parishes. You can pick
one item or five items to do for your priest, just
be the light in this dark time as your priest misses
you, his flock.
Daily Deed Ideas
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call/text/email your priest
Send spiritual bouquets to him
Drop off popcorn and snacks for movie
night
Send him drawings or paintings by children
Pray, fast, and offer sacrifices for him
Send him an Amazon or restaurant gift card
Make a family video message/song of
affirmation for him
Create a sidewalk message in front of
church/rectory
Post picture of your family with your priest
Drop off or have dinner/lunch delivered
Send financial support to the parish, if able
Hold a "Parade of Love" for him
Challenge 3 families/individuals to pray a
Rosary for him (think Ice Bucket Challenge
on social media)
Invite him and other people or families for
a digital "gathering"
Write him a letter thanking him for his
sacrifices
Deliver any protective gear or cleaning
supplies he may need

especialmente durante la Semana Santa, para
mantenernos conectados con nuestras parroquias.
Sé la luz en este tiempo oscuro mientras tu
sacerdote los extraña, su rebaño.
Ideas Diarias de Acción
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Llamarle / enviarle un mensaje por texto
y/o correo electrónico
Ofrecerle ramos espirituales
Dejarle palomitas de maíz y bocadillos para
una noche de cine
Enviarle dibujos o pinturas de sus niños
Ofrecer oraciones, ayunos, y sacrificios por
él
Enviarle una tarjeta de regalo de Amazon o
de restaurante
Prepararle un video con un mensaje familiar
/ canción de afirmación
Crear un mensaje de afirmación en la acera
en frente de la iglesia / rectoría
Publicar una foto de tu familia con tu
sacerdote
Llevarles un almuerzo o cena
Ofrecer apoyo financiero a la parroquia, si
puede
Organizar un "Desfile de Amor" para él
Desafíe a 3 familias / individuos a rezar
un rosario por él (piense en el desafío del
cubeto de hielo en las redes sociales)
Invitarlo a una "reunión" digital con
familias y personas de la parroquia
Escribirle una carta agradeciéndole por sus
sacrificios
Llevarle equipo de protección o suministros
de limpieza que pueda necesitar

El Ministerio de Vocaciones ha lanzado una
campaña llamada Edifica a Tu Sacerdote que
se llevará a cabo y que alienta a los feligreses a
mostrarle AMOR a su sacerdote. Es una excelente
manera de agradecerle por todos sus sacrificios,
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Special Olympics
in the attempt.
Special Olympics athlete oath:
#SpritWeek #SOFLPride
#MedalMonday.
The effort was so successful it
was noted by Supreme in the May
28th edition of the Fraternal Leader
Advisory. Way to go Knights!
I’ve also been working with
Supreme regarding the upcoming 2022
games being held in Orlando. There is
a video at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FYVwDs5x6IA that shows
reetings Brother Knights from the FSC the Knights’ involvement in the 2015 Los Angeles
Special Olympics Chairman, we are games. We’re working with Supreme to replicate
all fully aware of how Covid-19 has that type of involvement. That means there will be
rearranged our schedules and normal lots of opportunities for Florida Knights to work
routines. Since Special Olympics was unable to with Brother Knights from around the country to
host the State Summer games they held an online support the National Games. Within the State the
event called Spirit Week. The Knights were asked Bocce Program is being developed and we look
to be sponsors of Medal Monday. Athletes were forward to sharing details as soon as possible, to
asked to share pictures of themselves with medals include how as a unified partner YOU could be
they had won and to share a story. Below are just
playing in the National Games!
2 posts out of the many that were
Until the Covid restrictions
posted.
are lifted the number of sports
Sebastian began participating
programs are restricted. This
in Special Olympics when he
raises the need for Knights
was in 3rd Grade. He participated
to become mentors for the
in Bowling on Fall and Track &
athletes. Each county runs its
Field in Spring. In the beginning,
own mentorship program so I
he did his best and enjoyed the
encourage all Grand Knights
game. In 2017, he went to the
to be on a first name basis with
Bowling States Games and he
the Special Olympics County
won First Place on his division.
Director to see how your council
I am so proud to be a Special
can participate. By contacting
Olympic Coach.
them now you can start the new
Sebastian
Timothy Duquette and I at
fraternal year in a small but
Fall Classic after he won his
meaningful way.
gold medal for powerlifting we were honored
May God reward you for your support of our
with inspirational Athlete and Coach of the year. special athletes. As always I look forward to any
Timothy you inspire me everyday to be the best suggestions. You can reach me at flkofcdd72@
coach I can be! Can’t wait to see what else we can gmail.com. Vivat Jesus. Pete Chiaravalle, FSC
accomplish
Special Olympics Chairman
Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave

G
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Training Schedule
Webinar Training for New Officers, Directors, To register for a session all Brother Knight
District Deputies
must do is email me at this address and let
•
Council Growth
me know the following information: Name,
•
Member Experience
Council Number, Member Number, Position, and
•
Working with Your Pastor
Training Date.
•
Questions and Answers
Darryl J. Barrios
The following sessions have been scheduled:
Regional Training Director – SE Region US
• June 16th 8:00pm Central/9:00pm Eastern
Fraternal Mission Department
Knights of Columbus
• June 20th Noon Central/1:00pm Eastern
Phone – 203-393-8585
• Additional dates will be added if needed
darryl.barrios @ kofc.org

To see the list of the Awards and the Councils that received them please click on the link below.
2019-2020 Florida State Awards

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

G

od, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor.
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely,
fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we
may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify
your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your
holy will.
Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Below are some important links for council communications
CLICK HERE for member communications tools
CLICK HERE for remote meetings tools
CLICK HERE for remote voting tools
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

2019-2020 Florida State Charities Raffle Rules and Guidelines
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch

rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray

douglasjmurray@hotmail.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com
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