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Council 8086 Honors First Responders

K

nights of Columbus Council 8086
honored more than 50 first responders
representing 10 Port Orange and
Volusia County agencies at a Blue
Mass at Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church on
Sunday, March 8.
The 9 a.m. Mass was celebrated by Pastor
Father Chris Hoffmann, Council 8086 Chaplain
and the Florida Fourth Degree District Friar.
Among the agencies in attendance were the
Volusia County Sheriff’s Department; Port
Orange Police Department; Daytona Beach
Police Department; Florida Highway Patrol,
Volusia; Port Orange Fire Department; Public
Safety Volusia County; and the Volusia
County Sheriff’s Emergency Management,
Bomb Squad, Motorcycle Group and Marine
Unit.
The Fourth Degree Color Corps followed
a bagpiper to lead the procession into the
church, with members of Assembly 2794
Our Lady of Hope, 2901 Prince of Peace and
0165 St. Paul Basilica in attendance.
SK Dave Vaden was the point of contact
for the Council’s third annual Blue Mass.

In addition, the Volusia County Sheriff Bomb
Squad, Volusia County SWAT, and the Volusia
County Sherriff's Marine Unit had emergency
vehicles on display outside the parish social hall.
The first responders were invited following
the Mass to the Knights of Columbus’ monthly
pancake breakfast. During the breakfast, the Port
Orange PAL was presented with a check from
the K of C for $250 to assist in youth activities.
Accepting the check was Port Orange Police Chief
Thomas Grimaldi.
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There Is Hope
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

W

ho would have thought back on
Ash Wednesday, that our Lenten
journey this year would take
us along the path that we are
on? For many of us alive today, the Coronavirus
Pandemic is probably the biggest threat that we
have encountered in our lifetimes. It is definitely
a scary time for those of us who routinely are
engaged in activities that bring us in contact with
large groups of people, that is especially so for
first responders, military and healthcare workers.
There is hope! We as Catholics throughout
our lives have listened to bible stories that tell
of terrible trials. We have passed down from
generation to generation the teachings of the
elders, we have heard about the times of plagues,
famine and diseases such as leprosy, plagues that
wiped out whole cities and vast numbers of people.
We know that in the time that Jesus Christ was
present in human form, these diseases and threats
to basic community life were ever present. Jesus'
taught us to have compassion for those who were
affected but he also preached to the people to
go and change their ways. In most cases Jesus
message was one of leaving your old life behind
and following him!
I think in these times that we are in, Jesus
message comes through loud and clear that is it up
to us to have compassion for the sick, the lame, the
elderly; to help when and where we can but also
that we must change our ways. We cannot return to
the way we were just a few short weeks ago! We
have to love our neighbors enough to be willing to
share our time, talent and treasure.
We need to put aside our differences and to stay
focused on doing the right things that will bring
an end to this pandemic. But, when it is over and
life begins to return to a more normal pattern, let
us not go back to the old ways. Let us hold to the
new ways of helping out our neighbor, helping
those who cannot help themselves. If we do this,

we will be following the
teachings of Jesus Christ
and building up his Body
which is the Church.
Here are a few updates
on the activities of the
Florida State Council and
our Annual Meeting (State
Convention)
1. At this time, we
are working on plans to State Deputy Scott A.
host a virtual convention O’Connor and Mary
meeting on-line.
This
meeting will be attended
by all elected delegates and voting members of the
Florida State Council which includes:
a. Current Elected State Officers; State
Deputy, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State
Advocate, State Warden, State Chaplain and the
Immediate Past State Deputy or last living Past
State Deputy.
b. Two Delegates from each Subordinate
Council in the Florida Jurisdiction (provided the
council and delegates are in good standing)
2. Registration: All persons participating in
the Annual Meeting must be credentialed, in order
to be issued credentials, each person must register
on the Florida State Council website: www.
floridakofc.org. Upon verification of the persons
status as a voting member (delegate) his credential
will be approved, and he will receive notification
of his status as a “Registered Delegate”.
3. The Annual Meeting will take place in twoparts; the first part will be an on-line meeting held on
Saturday, May 16, 2020 in which the four Caucus
Meetings will take place to select candidates that
will attend the Supreme Convention (provided it
is held) as delegates from the Florida Jurisdiction.
Florida, as a Division I jurisdiction is entitled
to eight (8) delegates + the State Deputy and
Immediate Past State Deputy as voting delegates.
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The four caucuses will be held separately and will
take approximately 50 to 60 minutes to conduct.
Delegates to the State Convention will be assigned
to one of the four caucus meetings (notification as
to which caucus each will be assigned, will be sent
out by email in early May). When you log on to
the meeting you will be instructed on how to make
nominations and how to vote. Once nominations
are closed the voting will take place. If there is
no clear winner(s) voting will continue until a
majority vote is achieved. The results of the
caucus will be presented at the Annual Meeting,
the following Saturday. The Parliamentarian will
make the motion to accept the slate of delegates.
This will be voted on by all delegates.
4. The second part of the Annual Meeting
will take place on Saturday, May 23, 2020. This
will be the abbreviated “State Convention” and
business meeting. The Annual Meeting will begin
with a Virtual Mass Concelebrated by Bishops and
Clergy including our State Chaplain, Monsignor
Thomas Skindeleski. Following the Mass, we
will open the meeting (on-line.) There will be a
rollcall by the State Secretary to verify all present
are registered delegates / members of the State
Council.
a. The State Deputy will provide the “State
of the State” report.
b. The reports of officers, chairman and
committees will be entered into the minutes, voted
and approved.
c. The primary committees will briefly
discuss their activities.
d. We will announce the names of award
winners for various activities
e. We will draw the Annual State Charity
Raffle ticket and announce the winner.
5. The reports and advertisement books will
be mailed out to each registered delegate prior to
the Annual Meeting. We are obligated to see that
each voting member has a copy of the reports. Due
to the size and complexity it was decided that the
most expeditious method would be to use the US
Mail, in order to insure that all receive the reports
in advance.
6. The commemorative convention bags,
bag stuffers, give-a-way’s and literature will

be brought to the Sate Organizational Meeting,
tentatively scheduled to take place in July. Awards
will also be brought to the Organizational Meeting.
District Deputies will receive the bags and awards
for the councils within their District. In the event
a District Deputy is not able to pick up and deliver
the materials, the Regional Administrator will see
that they are delivered. Note: Any award winner
who would like to attend the Organizational
Meeting, in order to receive his award “in-person”
may do so at his or his councils’ own expense.
More information on the Organizational Meeting
will be coming out after the end of April.
7. Continue to check the state website for
updates and information on the Florida State
Council activities and events. As the pandemic
subsides, we will begin to offer updated plans.
EASTER SEASON SUGGESTIONS:
•
Remember your Parish. Don’t forget to
mail in your offerings. The Churches are suffering
significant loss of revenue. They need our support
at what ever level you can offer.
•
Set up a group chat on one of the many
free social media outlets. Consider saying the
Rosary together every day at a set time.
•
Stay connected to your Council members
and your Parish. Attend the many virtual on-line
Mass Celebrations that are taking place. Check
with your local Parish to see if they are offering
Sacraments. There are many that are offering
Drive-Through Confession, and some drive-in
Mass.
In closing, I want everyone to remember that
no matter how difficult the hour seems, as long as
we remain in Christ, he remains in us. He will not
abandon us; he will be with us through this dark
hour and will be the beacon the light that shows us
the way. May God bless you all and may you have
a safe and healthy Easter.
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Stay Connected With the Church

I

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

t’s surely a different world experience
offering Mass in the presence of my brother
priests, two religious Sisters and one or two
others who serve the liturgy or help in the
daily production of the live-streamed Mass in our
otherwise empty church building. I do miss the
camaraderie that we usually enjoy in exchanging
greetings after Mass by our church doors (and to
be fully honest, I miss the sacrificial offerings that
sustain our parish, too; so, you can send in your
offerings).
It has been suggested to me that we “pass out”
Holy Communion after a private Mass to those
who can drive by the church in their automobiles.
I will not minimize or cheapen the Sacrament of
the Most Sacred Body and Blood of Jesus just
for the sake of convenience, as if it were a “takeout” fast-food drive-through meal like at Burger
King or McDonald's. Can you imagine: “I’ll take a
whole wheat host, but the wife needs gluten-free.
Do you have extra palms ‘to go’?”
The true celebration of the Mass is meant to
be likened to a family meal. Since we’ve finished
the season of Lent, it might be worthwhile again
to consider that circumstances are such that if we
must, we will sacrifice convenience and ease in
order to master ourselves and our desires.
I think of those Catholic men and women
worldwide who have been deprived of the
Eucharist for much longer periods of time than we,
because of persecution of the Church, such as in
places like China or North Korea. And what about
those who are sick and cannot drive their cars?
Shouldn’t they also be comforted by the physical
presence of Our Lord in their lives? In any event,
there is the ancient teaching of Spiritual Holy
Communion for those who really wish to receive
Jesus but are truly unable to do so. I can justify
drive-through Confessions on Saturdays, for Jesus
walked about curing the sick and forgiving sins;
the Last Supper, however, was held at tableside,
not curbside.

By focusing on God
and our neighbors who are
suffering from the virus,
loss of employment or
loneliness, we can retain a
perspective that makes our
present sacrifices more
bearable and meaningful.
Follow
reasoned
guidance
on
social
State Chaplain Monsignor
distancing and other Thomas Skindeleski
safeguards
to
keep
yourself and others safe.
Continue to be as generous as possible to your
parish as well as any charity that serves the poor,
hungry and homeless. Whenever you venture out
for food shopping or other essential errands, don’t
forget to show the kindness and compassion of
Christ to everyone you encounter.
Offer to shop for the elderly and homebound.
Give encouragement to those who are fearful. Be
patient in the face of stress. Be calm in the face of
anxiety. Be a beacon of hope in the face of doubt.
Be an example of shining light to a world that
seems to cling to darkness.
You and your families are in my prayers and
daily Masses. I pray that our parents will be
courageous leaders of their families and community
in the ways of faith. Stay connected with the
Church via your parish and diocesan websites and
other Catholic media to facilitate spiritual growth.
This time of stressful social distancing can also
lead to greater family togetherness and faith in the
Resurrection of Jesus. Vivat Jesus!
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Do You Believe I Can Do This?
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

W

hen we investigate the Book of
Genesis, we see that Eden was a
place of perfection. When God
the Father created Adam and Eve,
He created them perfect, without sin. The word sin
did not even exist in Eden.
Unfortunately, when Satan, the serpent, entered
the picture, he introduced that word sin into the
vocabulary of Eden and Adam and Eve. With
one bite of the apple of the tree of knowledge,
perfection disappeared, and sin, sickness and
death entered the experience of Adam and Eve and
to all their posterity. Although God allowed this
great calamity because He gave Adam and Eve
free will, He did not abandon them. He promised
to them a Messiah.
We see throughout the Old Testament from the
expulsion of Adam and Eve from Eden a band
of people struggling to survive. This survival
mode was always intercepted by God, leading
His people to love Him through His protection.
The Old Testament is also a story chronicling the
foibles of His people of Israel and God pulling
them together and giving them the law to live by.
Finally, I come to the core of my message...
"Do You Believe I Can Do This?". After twelve
generations of prophesy, God said through the
mouth of the Angel Gabriel, "Mary, do you
believe I can do this". And, Mary said "Do it to
me according to thy word." In that commitment to
God, the salvation of humanity and creation began
in the womb of Mary which the Prophets called
the Golden Vessel.
We are in the Great Fast, the Lenten season. In
order to fulfill the Will of His Father, Jesus fasted
to prepare Himself for the task of salvation. As the
body of Christ, we too Fast from the things we like
to eat, even to the point, in the Eastern Church,
from the Eucharist which we love so much.
Now in this time, God has challenged us to Fast
from Mass (Divine Liturgy) due to the pestilence

of coronavirus. We fast
from the things we like
to do such as going to
the park, going to the
beach, shaking hands with
someone and visiting a
friend or family.
My
dear
brother
Knights, this is a time of
Grace for us. This is the
time to prostrate ourselves Former State Chaplain Rev.
Salvatore Pignato
before the Triune God in
this time of danger. But
He will ask us, "Do you
believe I can do this?" Our answer must be "I do
believe Lord." I do believe you will protect me
and my loved ones during this time of pestilence."
This is a time of deeper spirituality and
realization what it means to be the body of Christ.
God, by the Great Fast and this pestilence, has
given us a clarity of what it means to be the
body of Christ, and what it means when He says
you are Church. Hopefully it will also give us a
greater determination to commit ourselves to
our baptismal vows and commit ourselves to the
mutual help and support of our parish community.
God is our salvation and hope. Jesus said to us, "I
am the life the light and the resurrection."
Be strong, be safe, be committed to Jesus and on
Easter Sunday, united to each other spiritually on
that day in prayer, will sing CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED, HE IS RISEN.
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” ... But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice,
and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the
sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom.
(Gospel for April 5, Mt 27:46, 50-51)

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:

ometimes we can get the idea that Jesus
was a “nice guy” and that our purpose
as Christians is to be nice people who do
nice things and don’t bother with anything
unpleasant. Jesus’ heart-rending words from the
cross should demolish this misconception. Here
the Son of God cries out, quoting Psalm 22, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” He
gives us permission to make these words our own
— in whatever moments of pain, anguish and
suffering we experience. You and I are invited
to pour our hearts out openly to God in trust and
confidence.

Questions for Reflection:

S

This month, as we enter Holy Week and
celebrate the passion, death and resurrection of
our Lord, I challenge you to pray the Stations of
the Cross to meditate on Christ’s anguish in his
Passion.
Have there been times that God has seemed
distant to you? How can you model faith that goes
beyond being a “nice guy” to be open to the reality
of suffering? In praying the Stations of the Cross,
how does the reality that Christ accepted suffering
and death help you to share your suffering with
him?

Prince of Peace Offers Lenten Dinners

Prince of Peace Council 8791 held Lenten fish dinners for the
first four Fridays in Lent prior to the shutdown due to the coronavirus pandemic. The fourth Friday was take-out only.
The dinners were part of the Council’s Faith in Action Good
Friday Family Promotion Program, which are offered to help
parishioners meet and socialize, fulfill their Lenten abstinence

obligation, and to encourage families to make the Stations of the
Cross.
Despite missing two dinners, the Program was still a great success as improved menu and quality of ingredients drove significantly higher participation rates and parish reviews during its
abbreviated tenure.
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The Church Is Open!
By State Vocations Chairman Mark W. Lynn

“Lord, for your faithful people, life has changed
Remember when the priest or minister gives us
not ended…”
the host, he or she says the Body of Christ and our
response is Amen. It is not simply an Amen to what
hese words recited at Funeral Masses by we receive but what we are! You are what you eat
the priest are a constant reminder that our and each of us is the Body of Christ. We must not
beloved have entered eternal life. Easter simply bless, take, break and share the communion
is the celebration in the liturgical year of at each Mass. We must do so with our lives.
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the reminder of
What is our vocation today in this world? It
our future. Life ends but relationships don’t. After is the vocation we accepted in being baptized in
my father’s death, people would ask my mother the Catholic Church. We are the body of Christ
upon learning she was a widow, “how long were blessed and broken and shared with humanity.
you married?”
We committed to further focus our vocation by
She always replied: I am still married. A great becoming Knights of Columbus. Our work now is
theological answer based in unwavering faith. Love being Catholic and being a Knight of Columbus!
is eternal.
Charity is the first and greatest principle because
So too, all our lives have changed. The virus in its work is found holiness. The only vocation is
continues to spread with no end in sight. We do to be a Saint. Doing the will of God on earth and
not go about our former routines. We are learning a trusting that God will lead us home to heaven where
“new normal” and “social distancing” is a necessity we join the communion of saints gathered at the
not a stigma.
eternal altar at the Mass offered by the greatest high
Our greatest loss is the sacraments. Jesus Christ priest, Jesus Christ.
left us the sacraments as our strength and necessity
I received an email two days ago from a priest
until He returns. The are the life blood of the Church recounting a phone call with a distraught parishioner.
militant in this world. Our churches are closed and She was worried about the priest being alone at
we watch sacraments on television or social media. Mass with no one with him. He reminded her that a
We do not have our priests and they do not have us. priest is never alone at the altar. The communion of
Like losing a loved one, the greatest pain is saints is gathered and heaven and earth are united.
not being able to touch them again in this world. Jesus Christ is present sharing body, blood, soul and
Every sacrament involves touch. Where will our divinity. No priest is alone celebrating Mass.
Absolution and Eucharist come from now?
Knights of Columbus and their families are
A seminarian serving his pastoral year at my working every minute in service to community. I
parish reminded me, “the buildings are closed see it and hear about it. They are sharing themselves,
but the Church is open!” It is our journey not the time, talent and treasure and risk to their health to
destination that makes who we are. In the life of ensure food pantries are stocked. Brother Knights
faith and salvation history is that not the lesson. are making Easter food baskets. We are visiting
Our seminarians at St. Vincent de Paul Regional each other doing wellness checks. We pray together
Seminary with teachers and rector have decided to online, telephone calls, go to meeting videos. We
remain at their studies during this time. Men are are doing clothes’ collections.
preparing for ordination. Religious are preparing
We are sewing surgical masks. We are caring for
for their vow profession. They are learning lessons the homeless. We are cooking so school children
that will prepare them for ministry. We sometimes have meals.
need to experience the hunger to appreciate the
My neighbor asked me yesterday where I was
food. We are hungry for the Eucharist but WE ARE going? I told him, “I’m being Catholic today!”
EUCHARIST.

T
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Isn’t that our vocation? Being Catholic every
day! I do it not because the needy, the hungry, the
stranger, the prisoner, the sick, the naked, and the
dying are Catholic. I do it because I am. The faith
in action engine God has given me is the Knights
of Columbus. We journey to Easter Sunday with
many Good Fridays to endure. Easter 2020 let us
truly take this opportunity to unite our suffering with
Jesus Christ. Put a candle or light in your window
today and remind yourself and the world that Jesus
Christ is truly present in you. We are the body of
Christ! We are the Knights of Columbus!
That is the lesson, here is the homework
assignments. No pressure but God is grading you
luckily. I am tougher with a lot less mercy.
- Pray a rosary today(everyday) for our bishops,
priests, seminarians, religious sisters and brothers.
Include in your prayers the sick and dying, healthcare
workers, scientists and all who are facing this virus.
- Write a letter or note to your bishops and priests
and thank them for continually offering Mass for us,

our beloved dead and the world. Let them know
they are not alone and you miss them.
- Look online for charitable organizations and
ask them what they need most. Give from the heart.
- Skip the criticisms of our brother knights and
let your state officers know you are ready to help.
Email them positive activities you and your councils
are doing through the crisis.
- Practice patience with neighbors, store workers,
restaurant workers. We are all struggling.
- Give compliments often when you see workers
especially and say thank you!
I thank everyone who has donated to the 12
Apostles Fund and/or the Marybeth O’Connor Holy
Angels Fund, RSVP program, and the Military
Chaplains’ Fund. Your donations support the future
of our Church. If you have not yet given, please
consider a donation if you can afford it. There are
no small gifts.
I thank you for all you do and pray for each of
you with fraternal love.

Spending Quality Time With Family

I

By State Warden Michael Gizewski

hope you all have been staying safe through
these troubling times. We are always taught
that God has a plan. I am sure some of you
are wondering what that plan might be. Here
are some of my thoughts maybe this might be a
good time to call a brother knight that you haven’t
spoken to in a long time or one you haven’t seen at
a meeting and wondering where he might be. Pick
up your phone and call him.
This might be a good time to spend some quality
time with your family at home. You can evaluate
your charitable giving. Here is what Gods plan
might be, it might be the time to reconnect with
God, through the rosary, daily prayers, silence and
meditation. Or how about learning and reading the
Bible the four Gospels.
I would like to say please stay safe, be courteous
to others and always remember you are loved. I will
let you fill in the blank by who if you are having

trouble filling in the blank
I guarantee you God loves
you. When we come out of
this mess that our Country
is in we will be stronger,
safer and better. We will be
better husbands, fathers,
sons and Americans.
I would like to say in
closing we are so proud to
Warden Michael
know that we can always State
Gizewski and Lisa
depend on the members of
the Knights of Columbus
and their families to lend a helping hand this is
the time for Charity, Unity and Fraternity. May
God bless you keep you strong and give you the
wisdom of compassion. Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to serve as the Florida State Warden
of the Knights of Columbus.
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Council 3393 Hosts Hockey Challenge

W

hat we believe is the first-ever
official Knights of Columbus
Hockey Challenge in the state
of Florida was hosted by Lake
Worth Council #3393 on February 15 at Sacred
Heart School in Lake Worth Beach.
In late January, Sacred Heart School contacted
Grand Knight Gary Andramunio to see if the
council would like to participate in the school’s
annual Fun Fest. The council had already held its
Soccer Challenge and Free Throw Championships
for this fiscal year, however Financial Secretary
Tom Brand noticed that a Hockey Challenge Kit
had appeared on the Supreme Faith-In-Action
website.
The Hockey Kit contains all of the standard
materials: posters, score sheets, certificates,
and a playbook. The playbook also contains the
specification for a “net screen” made from a 4’ x
6’ sheet of plywood with five scoring zones that
fits in a standard hockey goal. The contest can be
held on ice, roller, or street formats for boys and
girls ages 10 - 17. Knights of Columbus branded
plaques, pucks, and street hockey balls were not
available for the contest, but are now available.
Since it is difficult to freeze water in South Florida,
the council held a street hockey competition on the
school’s outdoor basketball court.

It rained all day during the Fun Fest which
drove the activities inside and delayed the start
of the hockey challenge by one hour. Despite the
late start which kept some kids from participating
and a rain delay in the middle of the competition,
12 kids competed. Certificates were given and a
trophy to the boy with the high score overall. We
look forward to next year and better weather. A
special thanks to the Knights who volunteered:
Gary Andramunio, Tom Brand, Bill Lawlor, Rich
Huerta, and Jude Desinor.
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Council 7027 Hosts Special Needs Dance

S

ince January of 2019, Father Thomas
G. Lorigan Council 7027 in Milton has
been hosting monthly Special Dances
at Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church.
These “Fourth Thursday Special Dances” are an
opportunity for those with special needs to have a
fun night out.
The idea for this outreach took shape in late
2018. Council 7027 obtained permission and
whole-hearted support from Monsignor
Michael Reed, pastor at Saint Rose of
Lima. The Ladies Auxiliary of Saint
Rose of Lima Catholic Church jumped
on board from the beginning. The
concept was then pitched to Michael
Stone of Special Olympics of Santa
Rosa County, who enthusiastically
threw his support behind it. In January
of 2019, the first dance was held and
was well-attended.
Although the council envisioned the
dance as a weekend event, Mr. Stone
explained that the Special Olympics
athletes compete on weekends and
suggested picking a weeknight. In
Milton, Knights of Columbus have
council or assembly meetings on the

first three Thursdays of each month, so the fourth
Thursday was chosen to be the fixed date for each
of these dances.
Every month, the parish provides the parish hall
with its kitchen. The Knights usually provide hot
dogs, but sometimes burgers or pizza is served.
The Ladies Auxiliary provides soft drinks, chips
and cookies. A knight from Council 7027, Dean
Dizon, provides his professional DJ services and
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equipment free of charge. Other volunteers from
the Knights of Columbus and Ladies Auxiliary
are on hand to greet guests, serve food, dance, and
make friends.
As a result of the relationships formed through
these dances, the parish provided for several
months an area on the Church grounds for Special
Olympics to practice and compete in Bocce. The
council’s Grand Knight was privileged to present
the awards ribbons.
Approximately fifty special guests and their
family members attend each dance. Everyone in
the hall wears a hand-written name tag sticker, so
everyone gets to know each other. At the Ladies
Auxiliary’s suggestion, each dance has a theme
related to the season. February’s theme was Mardi
Gras, and March’s will be St. Patrick’s Day.
Parents and other family members frequently
express their thanks for providing these dances.
They say that we have no idea how much these
dances mean to them and their families. And
the volunteers come back, month after month,

because these dances mean so much to them,
too. The Knights of Columbus and the Ladies
Auxiliary consider it a privilege to serve these
special members of the Milton community.

Council 6624 Keeps Parish Safe

B

rother Knights from Knights of
Other safety training classes being planned
Columbus St. Cloud/Kissimmee include an Active Shooter program taught by
Council 6624, in conjunction with the the Osceola Sheriff's Department for the Holy
Holy Redeemer Safety Committee, Redeemer congregation.
sponsored "Stop the Bleeding" training for the
ushers of Holy Redeemer Parish by members of
the Kissimmee Fire Department.
This certified training course is being taught
to other churches, schools, and governmental
groups in Kissimmee in hopes of making the
local community a safer place to work, play,
worship and live.
The 'hands on' course itself demonstrated
different ways to stop a bleeding wound,
including the use of tourniquets, compression,
and packing the wound. Following the training,
KofC Council 6624 has agreed to purchase the
first Stop the Bleeding kit that will reside in the
sacristy at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church.
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Council 12110 Feeds Homeless

A

s the coronavirus pandemic hit the
Tampa Bay Florida region, homeless
citizens were seen as a great risk
for contracting and spreading the
disease given their already difficult circumstances.
Catholic Charities entered into an agreement
with the local government to set up a 100-person
tent site to feed and shelter at least some of the
homeless in a safe environment. Already strapped
for funds, Catholic Charities sent out an appeal to
local churches to help provide meals.
When the Pastor of Sacred Heart Church in
downtown Tampa sent out an appeal for help,
Sacred Heart Council 12110 Knights quickly
stepped up to the plate to assure that one day’s
breakfasts would be provided every week. This
was not easy given that the area was under stayat-home orders. The Council’s Grand Knight
Walt Pjetraj, a retired military colonel, quickly
organized a response. In true U.S. Army fashion,

he set up the receiving facility, coordinated the
purchase of needed items, mapped out the method
of delivery to the homeless camp site and assured
that all would be done in compliance with safe
handling and personal distancing orders required
by the pandemic. The Council provides 100 lbs of
breakfast items every week for the homeless.
Sacred Heart Pastor Father George Corrigan
planned to provide drive by palms on the Saturday
before Palm Sunday and asked parishioners to
bring the items needed to “stock the pantry” for the
weekly breakfasts to the homeless. Parishioners
ably responded and needed supplies were procured
for the next several Sundays. They also brought
other items to help out the St. Vincent de Paul
Society efforts.
The Knights of Council 12110, true to the Order,
were there to support our church and community
in time of need at a moment’s notice.
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Flagler Beach Knights Address Safety

C

onsistent
with
existing
communication
from
the
Supreme
Council
concerning
cancellation
and postponement of all council
and state in-person programs and
activities, Notre Dame Council 10514
officers immediately began utilizing
email, council website postings, and
video conferencing to bridge council
communications and activities. The
action plan developed by the officer’s
team followed the guidelines issued by
the Supreme Council and the Florida
State Family.
The implementation of Video
Conferencing is a new method of
communication for our council. It is
something that was brought to the
forefront by Knights of Columbus Supreme and
Florida State leadership. The first action item was
to select a video platform that would be easy to use
and cost effective for the council. The next step
was to have a trial run with council officers. Once
those steps were completed, it was relatively easy
to roll out video conferencing communication
to the council membership. Video Conferencing
Meetings were then set-up to be hosted by
Grand Knight, Michael Boullion. The first three
scheduled video conferences were:
•
Officer’s Meeting
•
Stations of the Cross
•
April Council Business Meeting
Council member Deacon Dan Rindge
volunteered, and was granted permission by
Pastor Fr. Manny Lopez, to lead the council
membership and their families in the Stations of
the Cross by video conference. Deacon Rindge
used the Stations of the Cross published in the ‘St.
Augustine Catholic’ March/April issue (pages 2223) written by Sister Ann Shields. An invitation
was sent to all council members with a link to the
video conference. Start time was scheduled for

3:15 PM on Friday, March 27th for the first video
conference of the Stations of the Cross. Members
were advised in the email invitation that they could
follow the Stations of the Cross in three ways: (1)
From the ‘St. Augustine Catholic’ magazine (2) By
using an attached Page 22-23 PDF excerpt from
the magazine and printing it out (3) By viewing
the Stations of the Cross on power point (shared
screen & viewed from the Grand Knight’s (host)
computer during the video meeting). Members
were reminded that in a previous announcement
from Fr. Manny, a plenary indulgence would be
granted by Pope Francis to attendees (under the
usual conditions). Approximately 30 council
and family members connected and prayed the
Stations of the Cross.
KofC Council representatives also met with
the Pastor and Santa Maria del Mar Parish Staff
by video conference to brainstorm ideas on how
the parish could remain connected during the
pandemic. These efforts resulted in a number of
initiatives. These include Pastoral letters, Pastoral
video messages, Live Video Streaming of Mass
twice weekly, Parish Resource ‘One Pager’,
and a new (Parish provided) program through
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FORM.org offered at no charge to parishioners.
Email communications to the council
membership have included:
•
Link to Vatican News for Pope Francis’
Special Prayer Service
•
Forwarding of messages from the Bishop
Felipe J. Estévez, Diocese of St. Augustine
•
Link to video messages from Fr. Manny
Lopez, Pastor and Council Chaplain
•
Santa Maria del Mar Parish Resource ‘One
Pager’
•
Links to ‘Spiritual Toolkit’ and other
Catholic websites
•
Links to Live Streaming Mass from Santa
Maria del Mar Chapel on Facebook and YouTube
•
Video Conference Invitations

and don’ts. Based on our council’s experience,
Video Conferencing communications can work
for councils of any size.
As brother knights, we will continue to pray for
the end of this current crisis. We can all do our part
by implementing best ‘safe health’ practices.

Council Website Postings are available to the
public at https://council10514.org/ and include:
•
Messages from the Pastor (Fr. Manny
Lopez)
•
COVID-19 Information from Florida
Health
•
Council Calendar Event Updates
•
Recent Posts from the Grand Knight
Please feel free to email your contact information
using the email link on the Council 10514 website
Welcome page if you would like to have a more
detailed discussion on video conferencing do’s

Members of the Knights of Columbus Council
8086 recently conducted its annual Citizens
with Disabilities Campaign at local supermarkets.
Knights based at Our Lady of Hope Catholic
Church in Port Orange distributed Tootsie Rolls
for donations. All funds raised in the campaign
will be donated to local schools to be used for
students with disabilities.
This year’s drive collected funds in excess
of $12,000. Last year, the Knights presented
checks for $1,400 to Atlantic High School,
Spruce Creek High School, Silver Sands Middle
School, Cypress Creek Elementary, Sugar Mill
Elementary and Horizon Elementary, a total of
$8,400.
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Knights Shield Assists Homebound

A

cting on a suggestion by Our Lady
of Hope pastor/chaplain Father Chris
Hoffmann, Council 8086 began the
“Knights Shield” initiative to help
elderly, house-bound and sick parishioners obtain
needed groceries and medication through the
coronavirus pandemic.
SK Dr. Ernie Jackson volunteered to lead
the project, which was based on the “Hurricane
Knights’ initiative last fall which helped 51 local
residents prior to and following last fall’s hurricane
emergency.
One of the toughest challenges presently facing
our parish during the Coronavirus pandemic is
to ensure that those who are at a “high” risk of

contracting the virus or are quarantined have
access to essentials such as food and medicine. In
an effort to shield this vulnerable segment of our
parish community from the virus, Knights Council
8086 is offering a free service to deliver essentials
from local grocery stores and pharmacies to these
parishioners.
Parishioners needing help were matched
with a volunteer Knight, who would get their
shopping list and coordinate a delivery time. The
program has been coordinated with local grocery
stores. Knights were provided with rubber gloves
provided from the parish center for use during
shopping and delivery.

Family of the Month Supreme Winner for Florida
Council 5667 Yara Aldama
Participating Councils
4727,5667,5960,6032,7667,7826,10055,10514,10663,12376,13307,13571,13654,14084,14278
,14573, 15332,16492, 16886
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Brother Knights from St. Cloud/Kissimmee Council 6624 and
Holy Cross Council 12235 and their families volunteered at the
recent Food Drop at Holy Redeemer Parish sponsored by Catholic Charities. In addition to the Knights of Columbus, there
were volunteers from Catholic Charities, the Diocese of Orlando,

and the Holy Redeemer Staff and Ministries. Overall, food was
provided to more than 125 needy families, consistent with other
Catholic Charities Food Drops, where the number of needy families has increased fourfold since the outbreak of the COVID-19
virus.

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

G

od, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor.
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely,
fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we
may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify
your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your
holy will.
Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Around the State

Council 8791 recently participated in the
Florida State Special Olympics, held on Feb. 29
at Matanzas High School in Palm Coast. In the
photos, (L-R) DD 18 Robert Simcoe, State Special
Olympics Director Pete Chiaravalle and GK 8791
Mark Leary judge and score timed soccer drills.

Our Lady of Hope Knights of Columbus
Council 8086 ended its “40 Cans of Food for 40
Days of Lent” food drive early in order to make a
needed donation to the parish food bank.
Informed that the Our Lady of Hope Outreach
Ministry Food Bank was running low on food,
Grand Knight John O’Malley, Service Program
Director Tim Mell and Trustee Dave Dollieslager
dropped off a large amount of food in addition to
a check for $500. SK Robert Brock was the point
of contact for the food drive, one of many Council
8086 Faith in Action programs.

Prince of Peace Council 8791 wrapped up
its Citizens with Disabilities “Tootsie Roll”
Campaign in mid- March.
Although the fundraiser was shortened by the
arrival of the Coronavirus and the postponement
of the last two weekends, it was nevertheless quite
successful, raising $6,260.13.
The campaign, which was the third best for
the Council in the last seven years, raised funds
for Special Olympics Volusia/Flagler County,
The ARC of Volusia, and five Ormond Beach
Elementary and Middle Schools’ Exceptional
Student Education for Children with Disabilities
Programs.
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Let the Risen Jesus Enter Your Life
By Council 14084 Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso

I

n December, my thoughts focused on the
meaning of Christmas and the importance
of “keeping Christ in Christmas. Equally
important is the need to think beyond the
trappings of the Easter season and focus on what
Easter means to all of us as Christians and Knights.
Like during the Christmas season, we are often
made more aware of the commercial trappings
of Easter then its religious significance. The
exact origins of the Easter bunny are a mystery.
Originating among German Lutherans, the "Easter
Hare"
originally
played the role of
a judge, evaluating
whether children were
good or disobedient in
behavior at the start
of the Easter season.
In legend, the Hare
carries colored eggs in
his basket, candy, and
sometimes toys to the
homes of children, and
thus shows similarities
to Santa Claus as they
both bring gifts to children on the night before
their respective holidays.
There are ties to the church; the hare was a
popular motif in medieval church art. In ancient
times, it was widely believed that a hare could
reproduce without loss of virginity thus leading
to an association with the Virgin Mary. Hares
sometimes occur in illuminated manuscripts and
Northern European paintings of the Virgin and
Christ Child.
Eggs have been used as fertility symbols since
antiquity. Eggs became a symbol in Christianity
associated with rebirth as early as the 1st century
AD, and they became associated with Easter
specifically in medieval Europe, when eating
them was prohibited during the fast of Lent. A
common practice in England at that time was for

children to go door-to-door begging for eggs on
the Saturday before Lent began. People handed
out eggs as special treats for children prior to their
fast. As a special dish, eggs would probably have
been decorated as part of the Easter celebrations.
The idea of an egg-giving hare came to the U.S.
in the 18th century. Protestant German immigrants
in Pennsylvania Dutch country told their children
that only good children received gifts of colored
eggs in the nests that they made in their caps and
bonnets before Easter.
I suppose all of
that is interesting and
fun to know, and it’s
all innocent enough,
but April is a time
we celebrate the life,
death, and resurrection
of our Lord and what
it truly means to us
as Christians. Easter
confirms for us that
death has no power
over the God of life.
If we believe in Jesus,
all things are possible, including eternal life and
salvation.
Easter Sunday has passed, but there is always
time to make a course correction if we find
ourselves falling short in our faith. We can make
a difference by praying more, and by performing
acts of charity. These acts bring us closer to
God and as Knights, allow us to set an example
for our families and communities. Pope Francis
said during the Easter Vigil in 2013, “Our daily
problems and worries can wrap us in ourselves,
in sadness, and bitterness; and that is where death
is. That is not the place to look for the One who is
alive! He taught us to let the risen Jesus enter your
life; welcome as a friend, with trust: he is life.”
Words to remember and reflect upon as we go our
separate ways.
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Coronavirus Safety

T

here has been a lot of information
in the news media concerning
COVID-19, one of several strains of
the Coronavirus.
The “round-theclock” news media coverage of COVID-19 tends
to imply a far more serious disease outbreak than
the facts demonstrate.
For accurate information on this strain of
coronavirus, we suggest you go to one of the
following websites: www.cdc.gov and/or www.
floridahealth.gov
While there are more than 85,000 documented
cases around the world (and now two in Florida),
it is important to remember that in most cases,
individuals experience cold and flu-like symptoms
of varying severity, and the number of fatalities
from this winter’s flu season far exceed those
resulting from this virus. As with most diseases
of this type, the elderly, those with compromised
immune systems and the very young have the
highest risk of increased severity.
In short, there is no need to panic. However,
there are some practical steps individuals can take

to minimize infection by this, a common cold, flu
or any other airborne disease. These include:
•
Washing your hands frequently with soap
and water or alcohol-based hand disinfectants.
•
Use disinfecting wipes on surfaces.
•
Wipe down surfaces that are touched by
multiple people, such as shopping carts, door
handles, and public restroom facilities
•
Minimize your exposure in highly
congested areas, such as elevators, crowded shops
and businesses.
•
Avoid people who are coughing and
sneezing.
•
Illnesses with symptoms such as you
would have with a cold or flu should be reported
to your doctor. Do not go to the doctor’s office
to report; rather call in first, talk to the doctor and
get instructions so that you do not unnecessarily
expose others to your illness.
These simple steps can help minimize your
exposure to this disease.
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RAFFLE DRAWINGS NEAR!
The Florida KofC Charities $45,000 Raffle drawing dates are fast approaching!
There is still plenty of time to get your ticket books sold, with Raffle Tickets and Solicitor’s
Bonus Tickets sent to:
Jonathan Holmes
Raffle Chairman
12042 Sawgrass Reserve Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32824
Congratulations to our $400 Early Bird winners drawn at the March 2020 Board meeting:
Lee Ogrew Region 1 Council 11878
Donal Abate Region 3 Council 2279
Richard Spinell Region 5 Council 6724
Robert MacFadden Region 7 Council 11669
Alvaro Carbonell Region 9 Council 13654

Rick Hike Region 2 Council 10850
Scott Schreurs Region 4 Council 8791
Walter Eliuk Region 6 Council 11177
Ron Magdon Region 8 Council 13334

Don’t forget the BIG DRAWING at the 2020 Convention, Hyatt Hotel in Orlando!
1st Prize - $

25,000
2nd Prize - $ 10,000
3rd Prize - $ 5,000 PLUS five (5) $1,000 prizes.

Gotta be in it to win it!
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Below are some important links for council communications
CLICK HERE for member communications tools
CLICK HERE for remote meetings tools
CLICK HERE for remote voting tools
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C DE C SE COMPLACE EN DIFUNDIR LA NUEVA
EJEMPLIFICACIÓN EN LA CARIDAD, UNIDAD Y FRATERNIDAD.

LISTA DE COORDINADORES DEL SUPREMO

José Jiménez
Vicepresidente- Crecimiento de la Membresía Hispana y Étnica

Jose.jimenez@kofc.org
(203) 800-4930

Luis F. Guevara

Director para Latinoamérica
Luis.guevara@kofc.org
(203) 752-4673
Las ejemplificaciones imparten lecciones que impulsan a los
hombres a servir. Esta nueva
ejemplificación enseña nuestros tradicionales principios de
una forma adecuada a nuestra época.
Presenta las lecciones de la caridad, unidad y fraternidad con
un lenguaje contemporáneo lleno de
fuerza que logrará un mayor impacto en esta primera
impresión de la Orden en los candidatos y en sus
familias y amigos.
Para comprender mejor esta ceremonia, sírvase observar la
siguiente liga donde el Caballero Supremo
presenta las razones para este cambio y el proceso que lo
desarrolló. La liga también incluye el video del
ceremonial: https://videos.kofc.org/ejemplificacion
Se solicita que los líderes comuniquen este cambio con sus
razones a todos los miembros de la Orden.
Es el mayor cambio que verá la mayoría de los Caballeros.
Hagan que sea una experiencia positiva para ellos. Alivie las
preocupaciones comunicando los hechos. Enfatice que los
principios y la misión de la
Orden siguen siendo los mismos. Todos los Caballeros siguen
juntos por el mismo camino y el camino a
seguir es Fe en Acción.
Por favor, pidan que el Venerable Padre McGivney interceda
por el éxito de este esfuerzo.

Marty Yzaguirre

Coordinador- Desarrollo Hispano
Marty.yzaguirre@kofc.org
(203) 645-3336

Chris González

Coordinador- del Desarrollo Hispano
Chris.gonzalez@kofc.org
(203) 535-8591

José “Pona” Magana

Coordinador del Desarrollo Hispano
Pona.magana@kofc.org
(203) 4030-7863

Cecilia Castillo

Asistente Administrativa
cecilia.castillo@kofc.org
*ASISTENCIA EN ESPAÑOL – Departamento de Misión

Fraternal

(203) 752-4270 Opción #4
misionfraternal@kofc.org

NUEVOS CONSEJOS
Consejo#17486; “Apostol San Pedro”; Reading, PA
Consejo#17484; “San Juan Pablo II”; Ottawa, ON
Consejo#17468; “Milwaukee”; Milwukee, WI
Consejo#17370; “San Judas Tadeo”; San Luis, AZ
Consejo #17348; “TBD”; Green Bay, WI
Consejo #17358; “St. Matthew”; Hallandale Beach, FL
Consejo #17389; “Harrisburg”; Harrisburg, PA
Conversiones
Consejo #10857: “Father Lawrence Lennon”; Manchester, NH
Consejo #15125: “St. Anthony of Padua”; Chicopee, MA

Envía una fotografía que muestre la vitalidad
de la actividad de reclutamiento o de servicio a
la comunidad junto con un breve relato de
esta
al
correo
electrónico
misionfraternal@kofc.org para compartirlo en
nuestro boletín mensual.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

2019-2020 Florida State Charities Raffle Rules and Guidelines
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch

rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski

Publisher- Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Mark Wagner toofies3@gmail.com Districts 19,21-28,31-32
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69

Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray

douglasjmurray@hotmail.com
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com
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