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ast month, St. Stephen Council 14084
conducted the 3rd Annual St. Nicholas
Breakfast for the parish. The hot
breakfast (freshly prepared eggs,
bacon, sausage and pancakes) was served to 485
parishioners of St. Stephen. The breakfast is a
NO CHARGE event for the Parish. 27 Knights
and 12 Columbiettes did the work, volunteering
their time and talent to make the event successful.
Deputy Grand Knight Ed Skrobacz for the
St. Steven Council 14084 Knights of Columbus
presented the program which included the Knights
of Columbus Consecration to the Holy Family.
This prayer was led by Father Dermot Dunne,
pastor of St. Stephen and was followed by his
blessing of families who attended the event.
Included in the breakfast event was the
opportunity for children to meet St. Nicholas and

have pictures taken and sent to them at no charge.
Over 85 children met with St. Nicholas (thank
you to Donald Amberg of Council 14084 who
graciously served as our saint of the day).
Saint Nicholas was a Bishop in the early church
who helped the needy. Over the years, stories of his
miracles and work for the poor spread to other parts
of the world. He became known as the protector
of children and sailors and was associated with
gift-giving. Over the course of the years, Saint
Nicholas transformed into the character called
Santa Claus, who brings Christmas presents to
children around the world.
The breakfast was a tremendous success for the
Council and was an event of fellowship, food and
sharing with our Parish community.
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Changes to Ceremonials
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

H

appy New Year to each and every
one of you. Hopefully, you all had a
nice Christmas break and are ready
and energized to reach our goals in
the 2nd half of our Fraternal Year. In this article I
want to talk about some of the important changes
regarding ceremonials as well as specific duties
and tasks that our District Deputies perform.
Our new ceremonial of Charity, Unity and
Fraternity officially will be sent out on January
15, 2020, to the Jurisdictions. However, we have
some advanced copies and for those of you who
are ready with candid,ates, we can accommodate
your needs. Just contact the State Ceremonial
Director, Ron Brown, skronbrown@gmail.com
for assistance. Here are some important things to
remember:
1. The Financial Secretary of each candidate’s
home council needs to properly fill out the Form
100. The candidate needs to sign as well as the
FS and GK. In the box for degree dates, all three
degrees must be marked with the same date so that
the form shows the candidate took 1st, 2nd and
3rd degree on the same dates and is a 3rd Degree
member.
2. The councils admissions committee
should meet with the candidate prior to the degree,
collect the $10.00 initiation fee as well as council
dues. Note: If the candidate is an E-Member
transferring into the council, the council should
only collect the $10.00 initiation fee.
3. The Recorder or Financial Secretary of the
host council needs to present the constitutional
(council) scroll to the candidates, prior to the
ceremony, and have them sign it.
4. Councils should continue to order the
First-Degree Kit from Supreme (on-line.) The kit
contains the rosary and pin of the order.
5. During the ceremonial the warden shall
hand out fibers to the candidates for the charge
on Unity; the warden shall also hold the cable and
demonstrate its strength at the appropriate time.

6. During
the
ceremonial the grand
knight
(or
highestranking officers present)
shall present the rosaries
and lapel pins at the
appropriate time. The
warden shall assist him
by carrying the rosaries
and pins, handing them to
the grand knight one-at-a- State Deputy Scott A.
time. If there are a large O’Connor and Mary
number of candidates,
additional officers may
assist in the pinning.
7. At the conclusion of the ceremonial, the
Council Financial Secretary should promptly
submit the Form 100’s to Supreme. This should
happen no longer than 24 hours from the time of
the ceremony. The district deputy for each council
represented should immediately file the Form
450. Note: In the absence of the DD, the GK
or FS of the council can file the Form 450. In no
case should this take longer than 24 hours from
completion of the ceremony.
Other things to consider when conducting the
new ceremonial, when possible always try to
have it following a Mass. Hosting a Corporate
Communion Mass is a great way to show the parish
what the Knights of Columbus are all about. Below
is a suggested format for conducting a Corporate
Communion Mass event and new ceremonial:
1. Contact the Pastor and get his permission
to conduct the Corporate Communion Mass. If
possible, provide him with the link or a copy of
the Ceremonial of Charity, Unity and Fraternity
and invite him to preview it so that he can fully
understand what our new ceremonial will represent
and how much time it will take to conduct.
2. Once the Pastor has given permission and a
date has been selected, establish who the celebrant
of the Mass will be. If the council chaplain is the
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pastor, ask him to be the celebrant and to give the
opening and closing prayers during the ceremonial.
If the council chaplain is another priest, consider
having both present to concelebrate, with the
Pastor being the principal celebrant.
3. At least two weeks prior to the Corporate
Communion event, place ads in the church
bulletin announcing the corporate communion and
inviting all parish families to attend. Wording is
available for a “pulpit announcement” offering the
invitation for all families to witness the ceremonial
of the Knights of Columbus following the Mass.
4. Arrange to have an “Open-House” with
refreshments following the Corporate Communion
Mass. Invite all to stop by and hear about the
many benefits of being a Knights of Columbus
Family, as well as meant the council members
and officers, our insurance representatives and our
district deputy.
5. The week prior to the Corporate
Communion, send out reminders to all council
members and their families to attend and to wear
their council shirts. Make sure you have plenty
of literature on “Faith in Action” available and
have tables at all the doors to the Church. Have
member knights at each of the doors ready to hand
out information and interest cards and to collect

T

any cards that interested candidates drop off.
6. Any interested candidates who state that
they would like to join our Order, should be signed
up via the E-membership portal on the spot. Or, if
it is before the ceremonial, they can be signed up
either electronically or with a conventional Form
100.
7. After the Corporate Communion and
the degree ceremony, invite all present to join
you in hospitality at the open house. This is the
opportunity to introduce the new members to the
existing council as well as to get them introduced
to the Field Agent.
As we move into the 2nd half of our Fraternal
Year, DD’s should focus their council’s attention
on membership and roundtables.
Every
council should be focused on achieving the Star
Council Award. This award recognizes the great
contribution that the individual council has made
to its parish community and the Order as a whole.
We have many tools to help you. Ask and you
shall receive.
Happy New Year. We thank you for your
support, your thoughts and prayers. Know that
you all are in our daily prayers.

Are You A Member?

he Father Michael J. McGivney Guild cause for canonization and are invited to
serves as a source for
participate in promoting devotion
information about the life,
to this Servant of God. Members
works and spirituality of Father
of the Knights of Columbus are not
McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Father Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular
To join the Guild, register online at:
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
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Reconstruction in the Bahamas
By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

C

hristmas has come and gone – ever so
quickly. It seems that as we get older,
the days pass by ever so quickly. For
some time to come, we’ll live on and
cherish the joy of the season. The gifts given and
exchanged occupied so much of our time and
energy that before you knew it, it was all over –
except the lasting spiritual ones, which we’ll try to
hold on to for as long as we can.
I’m especially grateful for the beautiful gift
I received from the state officers of the Florida
Knights: the travelling Mass kit. Complete with
chalice, ciborium and paten, it came in handy
during the holidays when I offered Mass at the
hospital bedside of our State Deputy’s wife,
Marybeth. May God grant her, and other family
members who are seriously ill, health and strength.
I know it will be a blessing when we travel to
our Guatemala mission each summer – except this
year.
Instead of going to Guatemala in July, we’re
going to go to the Bahamas, working in the
reconstruction of those buildings that brother
Knight, Archbishop Patrick Pinder of Nassau,
deems are most in need.
He lost 2 schools (one for ‘special needs’
children) and one church (another was severely
damaged).
Our nine-day sojourn will begin on Saturday, July
18th, and will end on Sunday, July 26th. I hope to be
able to go there with a large contingent of Florida
Knights and work alongside brother Knights from
the Bahamas. As we get closer to that time, I will
advise you of what means of transportation we
will use, what tools we should bring, how much
it will cost us and how we will be accommodated
while working in those most stressed areas of that
beautiful but severely damaged country. I will
be travelling next month to the Bahamas with a
small contingent of brother Knights in order to
evaluate with Archbishop Pinder some of the most

pressing needs that can be
addressed by us Knights.
In all, I believe we can
work with as many as 50
Knights, dividing us into
three teams. While there,
we will celebrate Mass as
often as possible, if not
daily, and pray the Rosary,
much in the fashion to
Chaplain Monsignor
which we are accustomed State
Thomas Skindeleski
in Guatemala.
So, if you are interested
in going for those nine days, please contact me at
frtom@bellsouth.net. I will try to place you based
on a “first come, first served” arrangement. We still
have a few logistics to be worked out; hence, the
preliminary trip to evaluate how we can best serve
the needs of the people. When you contact me,
please provide me with your name as it appears on
your passport, your phone contact #, your Council
#, your home address and your e-mail address.
On Wednesday, January 22nd, some of you will
be spending part of your time standing in prayerful
protest against the ignominious Supreme Court
decision in 1973, Roe v. Wade, that basically
declared war on unborn human life in America.
God bless you for your great concern personal
witness!
Likewise, some of you may have time to spend
with us in Tallahassee at the annual “Catholic Days
at the Capitol”, January 28th thru the 30th. If so,
please join us for this beautiful Catholic advocacy
as well walk the halls of the state capitol to lobby
our legislators to make laws that respect freedom
of religion, protect all levels of human life, and
seek justice and peace for God’s children. Vivat
Jesus!
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Feast of the Theophany
By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

O

n January 6, 2020, the Eastern Church
celebrated the Feast of the Theophany.
What does that mean? It means the
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River.
This Feast is a significant Feast in the Church
Calendar. The Themes of this Feast are absolutely
wonderful. One Theme is the baptism of Jesus.
Needless to say, Jesus was in no need of baptism
especially since he was born sinless. But because
He was true God and true man, Jesus wanted to
highlight the necessity of baptism and raised
the waters of baptism as a cleansing for sin, our
sin, inherited from Adam and Eve which we call
"Original".
Another Theme in the baptism of Jesus revolves
around the Triune God. Periodically in the Old
Testament we see an allusion about the Trinity.
But, in the baptism of Jesus we, for the first time,
see the fullness of the Triune God. As Jesus came
up from the water, there was a dove seen above
His head and a cloud above the dove. From that
cloud God the Father spoke and said, " This is
my beloved son in whom I am well pleased, hear
Him". This the first time that the glory of the
Triune God was seen in His fullness.
These Themes and connected events in the life
of Jesus are faith builders for us. So how do we
define this faith in real time. The description of
faith is worshipping together in community as
Jesus asked us to do, and living out Jesus in our
daily lives. This is the definition of faith lived

D

id you know that the State of Florida
Council has a You Tube Channel?
Well, we do! This is a place where
we can put in videos of the all the great
things that we do as Knights in the State of
Florida.
During the State Convention we took
video interviews of some of the Dignitaries
that honored us with their presence. You can

out in our daily lives in
real time. Our faith is
not a statistic one, but a
dynamic one.
This dynamism is what
energizes us to commit
ourselves to the ministry
of Jesus Christ. This
dynamism is Jesus Christ
Himself who says "Go
teach all Nations". The Former State Chaplain Rev.
Salvatore Pignato
baptism of Jesus exposes
to us the beginning of the
public life of Jesus and
especially the beginning of His public ministry.
We celebrate in this Feast not only the public
ministry of Jesus, but also, our own public ministry
to evangelize His Name. Jesus gave the Apostles
a Gift at Pentecost. He gave them His ministry.
In our baptism, Jesus has given us the very same
Gift. It was the Gift of adoption into His life and
ministry. We are, as St. Paul says, "the body of
Christ". We have celebrated this Feast as His sons,
modeled after His Son.
Let us remember the Themes of this Feast
because it will strengthen our faith, found us in
our commitment to witness to Jesus, and humble
ourselves before the greatest Gift of Jesus to us,
that is, His Body and Blood in the Eucharist.
Confronted by that Eucharist, as St. Paul says, 'all
knees shall bend'.
see the videos by CLICKING HERE
Please be sure to subscribe to the channel
so you will be notified when new videos
are added. If you have any videos that you
would like to add that shows your Council
doing good works please email Jim Clark,
Broadcast Media Relations and Production
Director at jclark1@gmail.com.
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

And behold, the star that they had seen at its
rising preceded them, until it came and stopped
over the place where the child was. They were
overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
(Gospel for Jan. 5, Mt 2:9-12)

the Wise Men, enter the Lord’s house to do him
homage.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to take to heart
the example of the Wise Men and go out of your
way occasionally to visit the Blessed Sacrament
henever I meet a refugee, in a local church. Second, I challenge you to
immigrant or traveler, I am participate in the Faith in Action March for Life or
reminded of things I take for Novena for Life programs or to personally support
granted. Those who come great a local pro-life initiative.
distances to find something often draw our Questions for Reflection:
attention to the blessings we enjoy. Most of us
What daily opportunities do you have to
are fortunate to have Jesus nearby, truly present encounter Christ? Because gratitude counters our
in the tabernacle of our local church, but we take tendency to take things for granted, how can you
his close presence for granted all too easily. The demonstrate daily gratitude in your life? Why is it
Wise Men embarked on a difficult journey to important to visit Christ in the Blessed Sacrament,
encounter Jesus, but a five-minute drive can seem and have you benefited from this experience?
too far for us. May our daily familiarity with Jesus
never result in indifference. May we instead, like

W

December Families of the Month
This is just a very small list of the Families and Knights of the month across the State of Florida. Does your
Council participate? If so send us the names. The January issue will list the December names. Send in you
FOM form#10668 to Bob Dytkowski Awards and Forms Chairman: Bob.Dytkowski@bellsouth.net

Family of the Month
Council 5960 Alex Maldonada Family
Council 10514 John and Judy Cospito
Council 14573 Frank and Penny Conley
Council 7408 William and Patricia Adamo
Council 13055 Mr. And Mrs. Pascal Mandat
Council 14084 Bridget and Jim Way
Council 6724 Frank Orsillo
Council 10484 Lara Family

Knight of the Month
Council 5960 James W. Entinger Ted Kovacic
Council 10514 Al Mule’
Council 14573 Allen Allebach
Council 7408 Anthony W. Krzeminski
Council 14084 Rich Gnatowsky
Council 6724 Richard Spinelli
Council 10484 Steve Curcio
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Achieving Star Council

n behalf of your Membership Team
we want to wish you a very Happy
New Year and a successful finish
to the 2019-2020 Fraternal Year.
November and December were great Membership
Months bringing several councils closer to Star
status.
With most of our
Regional Administrators
and District Deputies
stepping up and taking
personal responsibility
for their areas and seeing
to it that our Grand
Knights and councils are
more active than in the
past few years, we are in
a good position to reach
the stars, getting many of
our councils to contend
for the star council award.
The star council award
signifies to the parish
that the council is fully
active and contributing
to the betterment of its
community, it is the
measuring stick that
shows the great works
that we do when we are
united together in a righteous cause!
We believe that working together in Unity,
Florida will have more Star Councils than ever
before! With six months to go we ask that all of
you join us in bringing about the Membership
Explosion needed to support all of our councils.
This explosion of new members will assure
that every council will be more active and more
supportive in its parish and community. The
Executive Board and Your Membership Team,
with our Executive Membership Director Doug
Murray PSD, leading the way are ready to support
and assist you at every step.

Remember too that the average Round Table
brings in 9 new members a year. So far, we
have only registered 12 new Round Tables in our
jurisdiction. We need more than 150 to make a
difference. Register your Round Tables today!
It only takes about 5 minutes to do and will
provide your council and
your parish a means of
including more ethnic
members into council
activities.
Round Tables build
great bridges between
cultures and help parishes
grow together. If we
work together, we can
and will meet every
challenge we face! We
have every confidence in
you and know that each
of you can rise to meet
the challenges ahead.
Have a very Happy
and Blessed New Year,
OUR TIME IS NOW!
Vivat Jesus, Doug
Murray PSD, Executive
Membership Director and
your Membership Team
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Assembly Holds Veterans Cookout

A

ssembly 2794 treated the veterans
and staff at the Emory Bennett VA
Nursing Home to a festive cookout
lunch on Monday, Dec. 16.
More than a dozen Assembly Sir Knights
prepared hamburgers, hot dogs, salads and all the
trimmings at the Our Lady of Hope kitchen in Port
Orange. The Knights then traveled to the nursing
home in Daytona Beach for the buffet meal, which

was enjoyed by all of the residents along with the
entire staff in thanks for their service.
Faithful Admiral SK Ray Zall continued in his
role as Point of Contact for the event.
In addition to the annual Veterans Cookout,
Assembly 2794 assists two other local assemblies
with a monthly Veterans Bingo at the Bennett
Nursing Home, held on the first Thursday of each
month.

Council 6624's Family of the Month - the Boy Scouts of Troop 662 for their continuing service to our Council,
including recently painting our hall; and Brother Knight and Scout Leader, Andy Choma, who is our Knight of the
Month for November 2019.
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Festival of the Three Kings

B

raving chilly morning temperatures,
Knights of Columbus St. Cloud/
Kissimmee Council 6624 continued a
decade-old tradition of supporting the
local Hispanic community's Three Kings
The festival was held on Sunday, January
5, 2020, in Old Town, Kissimmee, Florida.
Traditionally, this day is very important, especially
for children, for it is on this eve that they will

receive their gifts.
Working closely with other Osceola County
community volunteer groups, Brother Knights
and their family members stepped up to cook,
wrap, and serve over 1000 hot dogs and Gatorade
to the children attending the festival. As always,
Council 6624 was lauded for their contributions to
the local community.

Please be advised that due to significant feedback from the field, we are changing
the requirements for the Insurance Quota Pilot, effective immediately.
In order to fulfill their insurance quota from
the fraternal year, a council must hold one
fraternal benefits night, instead of two, as had
previously been communicated.
All other requirements and rules are the same
as they were in the original announcement. As a
reminder, they are:
•
The pilot will run from now until June
30, 2020.
•
All councils in your jurisdictions no
longer have an insurance quota for this fraternal
year.
•
Instead, they have a requirement to hold
one fraternal benefits night in conjunction with
their field agent.
•
If a council successfully holds one
fraternal benefits night between now and June
30, it will meet its insurance requirement. If

it does not, it will not. This new insurance
requirement will hold all of the same star council
implications as the previous version.
•
In order for a fraternal benefits night to
count towards a council’s requirement it must:
•
Be organized by the council.
•
Be promoted by the council both to
membership and the broader parish community.
•
Draw a crowd consisting of at least
10 age-eligible and membership-eligible men
(either members or potential members) to
purchase our insurance products.
•
In order for a fraternal benefits night to
be recorded by the Supreme Council, it must
be reported by the General Agent in writing to
CouncilGrowth@kofc.org. No other methods
will be accepted.
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Knights Fight Abortion

his past spring, Tracy
Melin, Executive Director
of Open Door Women’s
Clinic (ODWC), was invited
to speak to Fr. Hugon Council 3521
members by Life Director, Brother
Mike DeRuntz. Tracy shared with the
members about the changing abortion
landscape in the greater Tallahassee
area and that the abortion situation in
Tallahassee had worsened.
She
explained
that
Planned
Parenthood (PP) had recently opened a
new facility on the West side of town,
in the heart of three college campuses,
and in the middle of 70,000 students. The PP
facility is over 6 miles in the opposite direction
from ODWC’s current clinic. Now the ODWC
life-giving pregnancy center was battling a twofront war on abortion in Tallahassee.
Tracy noted that while ODWC was purchasing
a vacant lot near the PP facility, it was going to
take considerable time to raise the funds and build
a new clinic on the lot. She closed by asking
that the Knights pray for the continued success
that ODWC has had over the last 20 years in
empowering women to choose life for their unborn
babies in Tallahassee.
The Knights did pray, but they also made the
decision to step into the breach. Members felt the
urgency of the situation, as unborn babies’ lives

were at stake. Raising funds and then waiting for
a brick and mortar clinic to be built in the years to
come was not an option.
After discussing various other options, the
members committed to raising the necessary funds
($160,000) to purchase a fully equipped Women’s
Mobile Health Clinic, in the shortest length of
time. The fully self-contained 29’ Mobile Clinic
will have 2 examinations rooms (1 for wellness
exams and 1 with an ultrasound machine with a
TV monitor), a laboratory, restroom, and reception
area.
As Tracy recently noted, this Mobile Clinic will
have a huge impact for years to come, not only
in Tallahassee but in the rural communities in
surrounding counties.
The first objective was to raise the funds needed
for the down payment, so that the manufacturer
could commence construction of the unit. This
was accomplished by hosting multiple fundraiser
events and direct appeal to individual pro-life
donors.
On November 27th, the day before
Thanksgiving, Tallahassee area Knights of
Columbus Members presented a $36,000 check to
the Executive Director and Staff of the Open Door
Women’s Clinic in Tallahassee, for the Mobile
Clinic down payment.
The Mobile Clinic will be dedicated in honor of
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the late Deacon Dr. Rudy Raymaker. Dr. Raymaker
made the decision to step into the breach some
twenty years ago. Shortly after the founding of
Open Door Women’s Clinic in 1999, the clinic was
not able to find a pro-life practitioner to provide
the necessary medical services. Dr. Raymaker
stepped forward to volunteer his services for free.
And he did so for many years. He and his wife,
Pat, are considered heroes to Open Door’s history.
While the down payment has been made and
construction of the Women’s Mobile Health
Clinic has commenced, we are still a longways
away from the goal of $160,000. Brothers, we
need your help. If you would like to donate to
this worthy cause, make your checks payable to
Fr. Hugon Council 3521, memo Ultrasound Fund,

and mail to 624 Miccosukee Road, Tallahassee,
FL 32308. For online donations, go to the Florida
State Council website https://floridakofc.org/ ,
Click the Donate Button located under “Donate to
Florida K of C Charities”, and in the box “Use this
donation for”, select the Ultrasound Program.
When completing your payment information,
please put Ultrasound Fund 3521 in the “Write
a note” box. For more information on how you
can help, please contact Mike DeRuntz at 239273-6956 or email mderuntz2010@gmail.com
or contact Vaughn Mikeworth, Council 3521
Program Director, at 850-544-2003 or email
vaughnlmikeworth@msn.com

Council Christmas Party

T

he Knights of Council 8086 and their
spouses recently enjoyed a Christmas
party, held at Our Lady of Hope Parish
Center in Port Orange.
With 110 attendees, the turnout doubled the
attendance of last year’s inaugural party.
The affair was the idea of SK Mike
Miglioranzi, with the goal of having the Knights
enjoy themselves without having to assist in the
preparations.
“All year I’ve see the Knights working behind
the scenes at many of our Council functions,”

Miglioranzi said. “I wanted to give them the
opportunity to have a good time without having to
worry about doing all the work.”
The party was catered by Louie’s of Port
Orange. OLOH Minister of Youth Faith Formation
Rowena Hobin and members of the parish youth
organization assisted in the setup and serving.
The night including a slide show of the
Council’s many activities, prepared by SK Jacques
Roch. GK Jim Waggoner presided over the games
and gift giving.
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Annual Fellowship Breakfast

C

ouncil 13139 (Jupiter) hosted a monthly
Family Fellowship Breakfast on
Sunday, Dec. 1. Residents of Hannah’s
Home were invited to the December
breakfast. Hannah’s Home is a local charity which
the council has been supporting.
Local pregnancy centers in Florida report a
desperate need for housing young women and
their babies. After choosing life for their unborn
child, many women are rejected and without
options; living in cars, on park benches, and many
times with abusers.
They need a safe environment where they can
experience God’s love and blessing for choosing
life for their baby. There are many wonderful
organizations that provide assistance to these
young women. There are too few maternity homes
where the mothers can stay long term and are
given the gifts of time and support to accomplish
their goals. Hannah’s Home takes the extra step to
invest in these young women and their children’s
future.
Upon entering Hannah’s Home, the young
women immediately have counseling to see what
their hopes and expectations are for themselves
and their baby’s future. Here, they are able to
decide, without pressure, if it is best to place

the baby with a loving family of their choice or
choose to keep their baby and begin the transition
into parenthood.
Whichever choice they make, they start working
to that end. In addition, they are able to pursue an
education whether through a high school diploma
or GED. They also have the opportunity to
receive vocational training and internships. Each
woman attends daily life skills classes to learn
parenting skills, nutrition, budgeting, cooking,
character building, healthy relationship skills and
boundaries.
The final step in our program includes securing
employment as they save money for their transition
to independence. The goal is that each resident
leave the home equipped with the tools necessary
to carry out her personal responsibility as a
member of the community. They strive to see lives
change, hope restored, and hearts transformed.
Parishioners who attended the breakfast had the
chance to meet the mothers and three of the babies.
The response was fantastic. The parishioners were
really impressed with the Hannah’s Home, the
mothers and children. As a result, $266 was raised
through a 50-50 and donations from parishioners.
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Adopting Families

F

resh off the Thanksgiving distribution of
over 3,000 pounds of food to 62 needy
families in one parish and two missions
in the area, Council 10055 San Marcelino
Champagnat and the Christopher Columbus High
School Squires Circle 3877 prepared for the
Annual Toy drive that culminated on the weekend
of December 21st.
On Black Friday, the council committee
gets busy coupling the families from the parish
and mission with “adopting families” that will
contribute with a predetermined number of toys
that are age and gender specific for the selected
family. These toys were gathered and bagged at
various brothers’ homes, to be delivered to each
of the three locations over the weekend with a
corresponding Christmas program highlighting
Jesus as the reason for the season in keeping Christ
in Christmas.
Midday on Saturday and Sunday, the Knights
and Squires gathered at the missions together
with family members, and distributed pastries
and goodies contributed by the council and by
our friends from Publix Supermarkets. Then the
mission families were gathered to begin prayers,

songs, readings, and share a good time celebrating
Jesus’ birth.
The culmination of the programs at all locations
is the distribution of the toys to the children. When
all was said and done, over 100 families and over
230 children received toys and gifts during the
three ceremonies over the weekend. This annual
program, complex and challenging though it may
be, is a very rewarding event as we ensure that the
process is Christ centered and the focus is the birth
of Jesus.
We share a plethora of pictures in these two
links.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/
WKKHSviMDSLrgz6e6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/SBjhBqxcBv4Svqcx7

R

ecién salido de la distribución de Acción
de Gracias de más de 3,000 libras de
alimentos a 62 familias necesitadas en
una parroquia y dos misiones en el área,
el Consejo 10055 San Marcelino Champagnat y
el Círculo de Escuderos de la Escuela Secundaria
Christopher Columbus 3877 se prepararon para la
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campaña anual de juguetes que culminó el fin de
semana del 21 de diciembre.
El viernes después del Dia de Accion de
Gracias, el comité del consejo se ocupa de unir
a las familias de la parroquia y las misiónes con
"familias adoptivas" que contribuirán con una
cantidad predeterminada de juguetes específicos
para la edad y el género de los niños la familia
seleccionada. Estos juguetes fueron recolectados
y empacados en las casas de varios hermanos.
Estas bolsas inmensas son llevadas a cada

uno de los tres lugares durante el fin de
semana e incorpora un programa navideño
correspondiente que destaca a Jesús como
la razón de la temporada para mantener a
Cristo en Navidad.
A mediodía del sábado y domingo, los
Caballeros y Escuderos se reunieron en las
misiones junto con miembros de la familia, y
distribuyeron pasteles y golosinas aportados
por el consejo y por nuestros amigos de los
supermercados Publix. Luego, las familias
de las misiónes se reunieron para comenzar
oraciones, canciones, lecturas y compartir
un buen momento celebrando el nacimiento
de Jesús. La culminación de los programas en
todos los lugares es la distribución de los juguetes
a los niños. Cuando todo estuvo dicho y hecho,
más de 100 familias y más de 230 niños recibieron
juguetes y regalos durante las tres ceremonias
durante el fin de semana. Este programa anual,
por complejo y desafiante que sea, es un evento
muy gratificante ya que nos aseguramos de que el
proceso esté centrado en Cristo y el enfoque sea el
nacimiento de Jesús.

Council Supports Our Lady of Guadalupe

A

n annual event at St. Peter Catholic
Church in Jupiter, FL is the Our Lady
of Guadalupe celebration conducted on
December 12. Council 13139 has been a partner
with the community to make the event a success.

Besides
assisting
with
the planning of the event,
the Knights also helped the
community raise funds for
the event by cooking for a
fund raiser. At the ceremony,
Knights provided an honor
guard for the liturgical
procession. A tradition has
been the Knights passing out
Our Lady of Guadalupe pins
to the congregants after Mass,
especially the children. This
year, 300 pins were distributed. The council also
helped to serve food for the 800-900 attending
the event.
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Chalices Donated by Council

K

nights of Columbus
Council 7091 of
Cypress Gardens
helped
beautify
the altar and enhance the
celebration of Mass at St. Ann
Catholic Church in Haines City
with the donation of two brand
new gold chalices just in time
for the Advent season.
The council achieved this
by contributing $600 to a
chalice replacement program
established by Knights of
Columbus Council 10484
which is affiliated with St. Ann.
Council 7091 is committed to
helping Catholic churches in
the eastern part of Polk County
with their special needs.
At a meeting of Council 7091 on December
12 at Cypresswood Gold & Country Club, Grand
Knight Joey Lopez and Deputy Grand Knight Ed
Leo, both of Council 10484, presented a certificate
to Grand Knight James Sharak of Council 7091 in
appreciation of its financial support of the chalice
replacement drive.
They also presented a letter from Father Alfonso
Cely, pastor of St. Ann Church, which read in
full: “I would like to humbly thank the Knights
of Columbus Council 7091 for your generous
donation of our new chalices at St. Ann Catholic
Church. Your gift has made our altar even more
beautiful just in time for Advent. Thank you.”
Council 7091 also acquired a kiosk from the
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council in New
Haven, CT and donated it to St. Thomas Catholic
Church in Bartow after stocking it with booklets
focusing on a wide range of topics, including
Catholic traditions, prayer, family life and raising
children. These booklets are available free of
charge to parishioners at the Bartow church.
Donating the chalices to St. Ann Church

in Haines City and providing the kiosk and
appropriate literature to St. Thomas Church in
Bartow are just two examples of how Council 7091
fulfills its obligation to the Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council “to build the domestic church.”
Several knights affiliated with Council 7091
also contribute their time and talents to a ministry
at St. Matthew Catholic Church called Matthew
25:35 which feeds homeless people in Winter
Haven two days each week and also prepares and
serves food to homeless people at The Mission in
downtown Winter Haven once a month.
“We are proud to be fulfilling our obligation
to ‘build the domestic church’ with our support
of these special church programs,” Grand Knight
James Sharak said. “We look forward to the new
year and the opportunity to provide expanded
services to churches who need special assistance
that the K of C is anxious and uniquely able to
provide.”
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Council Donates Wheelchair Van

C

hristmas came early for Lisa Vinson
this year. Thanks to the fundraising
efforts of the St. Benedict Knights of
Columbus, Council 15225, in Crystal
River, Florida and the generosity of the local
community and beyond, Lisa and her son now
have a much needed 2018 wheelchair accessible
van that she can use to transport her severely
disabled 12-year-old son, Sean.
Around Christmas a year ago the St. Benedict
Council #15225 embarked on a challenging
journey to raise money for a new wheelchair van
for Sean. He was born in July 2007, by emergency
Cesarean section after it was discovered that he
was in distress and not breathing and had a blood
sugar level of 10. He had suffered a stroke caused
by an indeterminate number of seizures in utero,
he was essentially born in a diabetic coma. It was
quickly discovered that Sean had bleeding and
bruising on the brain. He has cerebral palsy and is
legally blind. With muscle weaknesses throughout
his body, he was not able to lift his head on his
own until he was 18 months old and didn’t roll
over until he was 2. He requires constant care and
supervision.
Since Sean was 6 weeks old, Lisa, who is
his biological grandmother, has been his sole
caregiver. She legally adopted him in 2011. Prior
to receiving the gift of this van, Lisa, who is only
5-foot-1, struggled to lift her now 100-pound son
in and out of her very old vehicle. When Lisa was
younger, she had a lot of back issues and sometimes
couldn’t even get of bed some days. She has had
two major back injuries and has prayed constantly
for God to give her the strength to carry on and
care for Sean.
Through the efforts of Lin Brown, a PT,
OT and speech and vision therapist and owner
of Central Florida Clinic for Rehabilitation in
Crystal River, where Sean goes for his therapy,
who noticed Lisa’s struggles to lift Sean into a
car seat. Knowing about Lisa’s back problems,
Lin approached Father Ryszard Stradomski at

St. Benedict Catholic Church, about helping
Lisa obtain a newer vehicle with wheelchair lift.
Father Stradomski asked his Knights of Columbus
Council to spearhead a fundraising effort.
Council members eagerly stepped up and
began to formulate fundraising ideas, research the
best type of wheelchair van to fit Sean’s needs,
contact other local charities and organizations
to share Lisa’s story and spread the word that it
would take around $40,000 to obtain the right
type of vehicle. Their local newspaper, The Citrus
County Chronicle, wrote a feature, front-page
article on December 24, 2018, that told Vinson’s
story and explained the fundraising goals. Fox13,
a local Tampa TV station, learned of the project
and did a feature piece shortly after Christmas last
year. The combination of these communication
initiatives resulted in donations coming from St.
Benedict parishioners, other local churches, the
Crystal River Kings Bay Rotary, local citizens,
as well as donors from the Tampa Bay area and
friends and acquaintances as far away as England.
From monies saved by Lisa for many years, to
donations, to her GoFundMe page, an initial surge
built up quickly. Grand Knight, Mike Clemmer,
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said that “They saw, they cared and they gave.”
Many Knights spoke to various clubs and
organizations around the community to share the
story and solicit support. Additionally, Lisa held
several small fundraising activities and coupled
with the outpouring from other generous donors,
helped the Council achieve the nearly $40,000 goal
to acquire the rear-entry, late-model wheelchair
van in a record time – Christmas season 2019. The
Council was able to deliver the van recently and it
has made an immediate difference in the lives of
Lisa and Sean. Lisa is able to easily roll Sean onto
the rear-entry ramp and quickly secure Sean’s
wheelchair. Some of the features of the van allow
her to pre-start the engine and let the air conditioner

cool it down which is a necessity in
Florida and helps Sean avoid summer
seizures. She can lower the rear ramp
easily and manually and a rear camera
allows her to maneuver the larger van
with ease. Grand Knight, Clemmer said,
“It has been a true miracle for all of us.”
It is through the generosity of so
many charitable citizens, clubs and
other Knights Councils that this dream
has come true and Sean will now have
the room to grow, continue to attend
the CREST School for economically
disadvantaged and maintain the
physical therapy sessions that are
allowing him to progress to speak more
words, understand his surroundings
and even begin to walk in little steps. Lisa, who
works at the Pregnancy and Family Life Center
in Inverness, Florida, can now worry less about
her transportation needs and concentrate more
on Sean’s growth and progress. They have both
come a long way and the “new wheels” will allow
them to go even farther. They are so thankful to
everyone who helped and truly appreciate the lead
that the Knights of Columbus took to make her
wish come true as a wonderful Christmas gift.
Lisa, has also allowed the Council to use the
Van while she is working if they need to help
transport bedridden Knights so that they can get
to Doctor visits.

Council Donates $500 to SVDP
Miami Beach Council # 13654
"St. Patricio" donated a $ 500.00 check
to the President of St. Vincent de Paul
for the "Food for Families" program.
Our Council, since its foundation in 2004
has been associate with St, Vincent de
Paul at the request of our Pastor and
have increased the amount aid to those
in need. In 2019 we collected 3,625 cans
of food for the 40 can in Lent program
and we are looking forward to collecting
even more in 2020.
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Council Presents $2,000 to Resources for Women

K

nights of Columbus
Council 8086 recently
contributed $2,000 to
Resources for Women
at its December meeting. The funds
will help the Daytona Beach center
maintain its ultrasound machine that
was presented by the Council from
funds raised at the inaugural Coastal
Laps for Life in 2016.
Based at Our Lady of Hope
Catholic Church in Port Orange,
Council 8086 is the founding and core
council for the Coastal Laps for Life.
Over the past four years, that event
and the Council 8086 Baby Bottle
Campaign have raised funds to help the Knights
of Columbus place six ultrasound machines in
pregnancy centers in the region.
“It has been proven that 70 percent of women
who see the ultrasound image of their baby do not
go ahead with their plans for an abortion,” said SK

Tim Mell, Council 8086 Service Program Director.
“This is an initiative that truly saves lives.”
Council 8086 will be joined by at least four other
regional councils in the 2020 Coastal Laps for
Life, which will be held at Father Lopez Catholic
High School in Daytona Beach on Saturday, April
4, at 8:30 a.m.

Council Supports Baby Bottle Drive

D

uring the month of December, St. Peter
Council 13139, Jupiter raised $8,137
to support life by conducting a baby
bottle drive for Miracle House. The House is
located near the Presidential abortion clinic.
The mission of Miracle House is to provide
counseling, education and material assistance
for women and their children in need. They
help women in crisis pregnancy to find real
choices and solutions that provide alternatives
to abortion.
They educate the community about life issues.
They also provide assistance during pregnancy
and into early childhood with classes designed
to help women gain a better understanding
regarding life issues. Their education center
is available for youth education classes, youth

groups and adult education classes.
Suzanne Maurno from Miracle House stated
“(The effort) was so good because of all the hard
work from the Knights. God bless you all and a
Happy New Year to all.”
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Council Doubles Coats for Kids

T

he Knights of Columbus Council
8086, Our Lady of Hope, Port Orange,
recently distributed 468 jackets to
students in seven elementary schools
in Volusia County, doubling its annual Coats for
Kids program.
Eights Knights from the Council visited Sugar
Mill Elementary, Spruce Creek Elementary and
Port Orange Elementary in Port Orange; South
Daytona Elementary and Turie T. Small in South

Daytona; Holly Hill Elementary in Holly Hill; and
West Side Elementary in Daytona Beach.
The total contribution for the annual program
was $6,000, using funds raised from the Council’s
programs including the Duck Derby.
Knights participating in the distribution
included Tony Manzolillo, Tim Mell, Ted Morrell,
Mike DeGuire, Stan Hetrick, Roger Packard, Mike
Kliment, Ernie Jackson, John O'Malley, Jacques
Roch and Grand Knight Jim Waggoner.

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

20

INVOCATION

Knights Bring Christmas to Disabled

M

ore than two dozen Knights and
their families from the Father
Howard J. Lesch Council 7667,
and the Christ Our Redeemer
Council 13527, both of Niceville, provided lunch,
visit by Santa and multiple gifts to the residents
and staff of the Sunland Training Center at
Marianna, Fla.
The Christmas party for nearly 50 Sunland
resident and staff was held at the parish hall at
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church. Sunland

residents provided the Knights and the two
parish’s Council of Catholic Women with their list
for Santa. Gifts were purchased, wrapped and
ready for Santa Claus to give to the Sunland group
when they arrived in Niceville.
The Sunland Training Center provides a
home and care for more than 500 intellectually
and developmentally disabled adults. The two
Niceville Knights of Columbus councils have
provided barbecue picnics and Christmas parties
for the Sunland residents for more than 30 years.

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

G

od, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor.
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely,
fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we
may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify
your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your
holy will.
Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A

9 Days for Life

s Catholics, we know prayer is what
strengthens and sustains our efforts to
defend the sanctity of life. That’s why
this year, councils are encouraged
to spiritually support national, state and local
Marches for Life across the globe, as well as
our Order’s efforts to build a Culture of Life, by
participating in 9 Days for Life.
9 Days for Life is a multi-faceted novena offered
each year by the bishops of the United States for
the respect and protection of every human life.
Each day, a different intention is accompanied by
a short reflection, suggested actions, and related
information.
A special web-page has been created for
Knights to participate in this year’s Novena
found at kofc.9daysforlife.com. I encourage you
to share the page, sign-up for the daily emails,
and participate in the novena between Tuesday,
January 21 –and Wednesday, January 29, 2020.
Councils may fulfill the requirements of the
Novena for Life, a required Faith in Action program
by participating in 9 Days for Life. To make
participation even easier, the USCCB Secretariat

of Pro-Life Activities offers leaders’ tools like
printable handouts of the novena, promotional
and prayer graphics, sample announcements and
more.
Councils may also keep the following
recommendations in mind when planning for their
involvement:
•
Ask your pastor if you can anchor the
beginning and end of the nine days with Mass or
the rosary. Another option is to come together to
pray on January 22nd, the Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children.
•
Consider organizing a social activity
during the novena for the parish to come together
and celebrate the sanctity of life.
•
Involve members of many parish
organizations, especially the parish school and
religious education leaders, as well as members
of local culture of life groups in promoting and
participating in the novena and related services.
9 Days for Life is just one of the many ways
you can carry out the Novena for Life Program.
Visit KofC.org to learn more.
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How to Write an Article
Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
INVOCATION reports on local council
activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word
format - not in the body of an email
o PDF submissions are for ads or
promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an
attachment and the original pictures Please do
not format them in any way, we will do it-- not
embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and
actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where
needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of
interest to the entire State Council
o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?
• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/
batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor
production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
o Late submittals will be placed farther
down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and
grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/
title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page
of the Invocation will be dedicated to each Region
respectively
o If a region does not submit content their
page will be eliminated from that issue
• Cover story submissions need to be submitted
ahead of the deadline due to special photo editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at
least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”
• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in
the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing
something each month. Here is where it is shared.
Pics would also be great.
INVOCATION Editors

Mark Wagner toofies3@gmail.com Districts
19,21-28,31-32
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com
Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts
20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com
Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.
com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts
70-87
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Charity, Unity, and Fraternity

S

anta Maria del Mar Church in Flagler Beach
was the site for the first ‘Exemplification
of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity’ in the
state of Florida on Saturday, January 11th.
Originally scheduled and planned in Flagler
Beach as a Third Degree Exemplification, plans
were changed when Florida State Deputy Scott
O'Connor announced that a newly released
degree format would be implemented Order wide
beginning January 1, 2020.
Fortunately, Regional Administrator Two/Vice
District Marshal, Dan McIntyre, had scheduled a
Region 2 Council Officer 2020 Kick-off Meeting
for the first week-end of January. A presentation
was added to the two Region 2 meetings to discuss
the implementation of the new degree format. A
number of councils made commitments at those
meetings to bring candidates to the degree being
hosted by Notre Dame Council 10514.
In preparation for the degree, Knights,
candidates, family members, and friends gathered
in the Santa Maria del Mar Parish Hall at 11:00
AM for candidate sign-in and registration. Council

10514 had coffee, tea, lemonade, and donuts
available for all attendees. The Corpus Christi
Assembly 2810 Color Corp led a procession of all
KofC candidates from the parish hall to the church
at 12:00 Noon.
Fr. Manny Lopez, Chaplain of Notre Council
10514 and Pastor of Santa Maria del Mar Church
opened the exemplification with a prayer while
serving as Degree Chaplain. Florida State
Membership Retention Chairman, John O’Toole,
was the Presiding Officer and led the degree
ceremonies.
The first lesson on Charity was conducted by
Florida State Council Helping Life/Vocations Fund
Chairman Joseph Bishop. The second lesson on
Unity was conducted by Jerry Chabon, a member
of Notre Dame Council. The lesson on Fraternity
was conducted by District #17 District Deputy
Kevin Ryan. DD Ryan is also a member of Council
10514. Rosaries and KofC pins were presented
to new members by Notre Dame Council Grand
Knight Michael Boullion during the degree. He
was assisted by District #17 Warden, E.Y. Walter,
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who served as Warden for the degree ceremony.
The closing prayer was led by Fr. Manny.
Presiding Officer, John O’Toole, then led the
attendees in congratulating all candidates for
achieving full Knighthood in the Order. At
the close of degree ceremony, the Assembly
2810 Color Corp led a procession of all newly
exemplified members to the altar of the church to
pose for photos taken by members and guests.
There were forty-six candidates that completed
their Knighthood degree. Of this total, there were
eight new members to the Knights. All three
degrees were conferred during an approximately
45 minute program. Regional Administrator
Two/Vice District Marshal, Dan McIntyre, led
a delegation of State Officers, District Deputies,

and Region 2 KofC Council leadership teams in
attending the exemplification. In addition, wives,
family members, friends, neighbors, and fellow
parishioners were in attendance to observe the
candidates being exemplified.
The simplicity of the lessons first taught by our
founder, Venerable Fr. McGivney, Charity, Unity,
and Fraternity, remain the core foundation of the
Knights of Columbus. The inclusion of family
and friends to degree ceremonies, as well as the
enthusiasm and acceptance of the new format for
Catholic men to achieve full Knighthood in the
Order bodes well for the Knights of Columbus
continued growth.

Council Shirt Font Size
Some of you have asked about the font so that
you can have your names embroidered on your
shirts. Here is the information.
The font is calligraphic and the color is
Madeira 1637.

The font size is close but not the same on
every name. On the program you don’t pick a
font size, so the capital letters are approximately
1/2“ high. Marc Andersen <marcstx19@gmail.
com>
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Knights of Columbus
Florida State Bowling Association

WELCOMES THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
67th ANNUAL STATE BOWLING TOURNAMENT
APRIL 25 & 26, 2020
Team, Singles & Doubles Events
Boardwalk Bowl & Entertainment Center
10749 East Colonial Drive, Orlando, FL 32817
www.alomabowlingcenters.com/boardwalk
(407) 384-0003 – Website: www.alomabowlingcenters.com/boardwalk
$100 PRIZE FOR
1ST 300 GAME

USBC Sanctioned - Handicap 90% of 240
Proceeds to Benefit KofC Special Olympics Bowling
Per Bowler
Team
Singles
Doubles
All Events
Assoc. Fees
TOTAL

Entry Fee

Prize Fund

$32.00
$16.00
$16.00
$ 4.00
$ 2.00
$70.00

$23.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 4.00
$ .00

Tourn. Expenses
$1.50
$1.50
$1.50
$ .00
$ .00

Lane Fees
$7.50
$7.50
$7.50
$ .00
$ .00

ENTRY DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020
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The Power of Prayer

A

By Council 14084 Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso

s we enter a new year that ordinarily
would be filled with promise,
national prosperity, and continued
efforts to achieve peace in our time,
but unfortunately portends more divisiveness,
political hatred, and the continued threat of civil
and or global war, I thought I’d again turn our
attention to the power of prayer.
On the day before the fateful airborne assault
that would initiate the invasion of France in
1944, Lieutenant Colonel Robert Wolverton,
Commanding Officer of the 3d Battalion, 506th
Parachute Infantry Regiment called his men
together, and they stood in an orchard on either
side of a low earthen mound which fenced the
fields. The Colonel said:
"Men, I am not a
religious man and I don't
know your feelings in this
matter, but I am going to
ask you to pray with me for
the success of the mission
before us. And while we
pray, let us get on our knees
and not look down but up
with faces raised to the sky
so that we can see God and
ask his blessing in what we
are about to do:

and safe in the feeling that we have done our best
for what we believed was right.
O Lord, protect our loved ones
and be near us in the fire ahead
and with us now as we pray to you."

Colonel Wolverton would be killed in action on
D-Day. His words were cited by President Ronald
Reagan in his 1984 speech from Normandy on the
40th anniversary of the invasion. When I read this
pre-jump prayer it reminded me once again of the
relevance and power of prayer.
If you reflect on his message, there was nothing
personal or selfish about it…Only a request that he
and his men go forth in battle and acquit themselves
with honor and dignity to
bring peace and justice to
the world. We all know the
result of the “Longest Day”
and 11 months later the
Allies triumphed over Nazi
Germany.
Today, as we Americans
face our national challenges
and with the fate of our
Republic on the line once
again, let us as Knights
look to God who, at key
moments in our nation’s history, has undoubtedly
God almighty, in a few short hours we will be in intervened to protect what many believe to be his
last hope for the world. As flawed as it may be,
battle with the enemy.
America in its righteous might, continues to make
We do not join battle afraid.
We do not ask favors or indulgence but ask that, a difference for a better world.
All of us need to pray; for our nation, its
if You will, use us as Your instrument for the right
leaders, and for the unity of its people to confront
and an aid in returning peace to the world.
the challenges that threaten our nation and the
We do not know or seek what our fate will be.
world. There is nothing arrogant or selfish in such
We ask only this,
a prayer.
that if die we must,
Our nation’s success; our Christian-Judeo
that we die as men would die,
culture, our fundamental way of life, and the peace
without complaining,
we all seek depends on it.
without pleading

God Bless!
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

2019-2020 Florida State Charities Raffle Rules and Guidelines
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch

rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski
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Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor Scott@engage360.us
Mark Wagner toofies3@gmail.com Districts 19,21-28,31-32
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61

John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21

Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

Harry Rother Photographer Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your
Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray

douglasjmurray@hotmail.com
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com
INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus
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