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2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight
the knights of Columbus marched onward and upward
over the past year. in this Annual Report of the Supreme
knight, we celebrate our accomplishments, while
renewing our commitment to the vision and values
proclaimed by our founder, the Venerable Father
Michael Mcgivney.
Much has changed since Father Mcgivney established
our order in 1882. We have grown from a small band of
brothers in new haven, Conn., to a worldwide order of
nearly 2 million men. We have transformed from a small
mutual support society to a FoRtunE® 1000 company.
but while much has changed, our mission remains the
same. our order still empowers good men to become
great men. We continue to grow as brothers, fathers,
husbands, parishioners and citizens. And we are now —
and will always be — guided by the principles of charity,
unity, fraternity and patriotism.
in this report, you will see how we continue to embrace
these time-honored principles and daily apply them to
meet the challenges and opportunities of our own time.
our order is growing and thriving because our
members put their faith into action every single day. i
am proud to represent them as their supreme knight,
and i am honored to call them my brother knights.
(Tamino Petelinšek)
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The Knights of Columbus calls us to be pioneers for our families,
our faith and our freedom. In Minnesota — the site of this year’s
supreme convention — there is a long and storied history of
such trailblazing leaders.

Knights
of Unity

Nearly three and a half centuries ago, a priest set out on a journey to
this unknown land. He sailed north up the Mississippi River, and by
the time he returned, he had traveled far and wide across the region.
He named the local falls after St. Anthony of Padua, and he
preached the Gospel to people who had never heard it. Father Louis
Hennepin was a man on a mission — a true pioneer for the faith.
The priest who followed him, a century and a half later, took a similar
path. He also knew little of the place where he was headed. Shortly
after he arrived, he laid the first logs for a small chapel on a bluff by
the river. He named the church after St. Paul, and around that chapel
sprung a mighty city. Father Lucien Galtier was also a man on a
mission. To this day, he is called the “pioneer priest.”

Detail of Father louis hennepin naming Saint Anthony Falls by Douglas Volk,
circa 1905. (Public Domain)
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Cathedral of Saint Paul (Getty Images)

Only a few years later, another priest embarked on an
uncertain voyage — but this man never traveled up
the Mississippi River. His journey was on the East
Coast, in a port town that was rapidly changing. Like
so many other families, he and his siblings lost their
father. After he was ordained, he found other
leaderless families and too many rudderless men.
They needed someone to light their path.
And so, Father Michael McGivney became a pioneer
too. He set off into the unknown — and where he
led, others followed. His mission brought him to the
basement of St. Mary’s Church on October 2, 1881.
There, Father McGivney and a group of “go-ahead”
Catholic men made a decision that changed the
course of history.

trailblazers in a new kind of brotherhood — one that
would be distinctly Catholic, uniquely effective and
pioneering in spirit.
We are their descendants. Yet unlike the pioneers of
old, we are not defined by our individual
accomplishments. As Father McGivney knew, we are
strongest when we stand together. As Knights of
Columbus, we are Knights of Unity.
Unity is central to our pioneer calling and to our own
journeys. It is foundational for all that we have
achieved over this past year. On that foundation, we
will continue to build. Through our unity as brother
Knights and Christian men, we are limited by nothing
and capable of anything.

They banded together to protect their families,
improve themselves and serve the Church. They
pledged to each other their honor, integrity and
mutual support. They declared themselves
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Charity
The Knights of Columbus continues to grow in service
to our fellow man and our faith. Unity amplifies our
charity. It allows us to give massively and meaningfully
— far more than we ever could on our own. Pope
Francis has said that “charity is infectious,” and our
Order proves that day in and day out.
The Knights of Columbus is a worldwide
champion of charity, generosity and kindness.
We prove it when we put coats on the backs of
kids. We prove it by putting food on the
tables of hungry families or by providing the
gift of mobility through our partnership with
the Global Wheelchair Mission. We prove it
when we step up to help in the wake of natural
disasters. And every day, we prove our
commitment to charity through countless acts,
large and small.
Whether it’s the widows and orphans of Father Michael
McGivney’s time or the downtrodden and persecuted
people of today, Knights stand ready to live the Gospel
message and to relieve suffering in communities large
and small around the world.

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson gives rosaries to students at
St. John the Evangelist Catholic School in Panama City, Fla.,
November 6, 2018. He also presented a $75,000 contribution
to help recovery efforts following the devastation caused
by Hurricane Michael. (Spirit Juice Studios)
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Where there’s a need,
there’s a Knight —
lending a helping hand
in a spirit of service and sacrifice.
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Charity in Action
Care for the Homeless
Bryant Sayers is helping the homeless — one
recycled plastic bag at a time. A Knight of Columbus
from Bishop Salpointe Council 4584 in Sierra Vista,
Ariz., Sayers leads neighborhood cleanups where he
collects plastic bags to crochet into sleeping mats for
those most in need.
“I was at our state convention here a few years ago
and I saw this lady — a wife of our brother Knight —
crocheting, and so I went up and started talking to
her and asked what she was doing,” Sayers said. She
told him about the sleeping mat she was making, and
taught him how to crochet. He took the skill home to
Sierra Vista, a town located 80 miles from Tucson.
Now, brother Knights help him collect plastic bags —
it takes about 700 to make one mat — and Sayers
works his magic.

“We’ve got a bunch of people collecting the
bags and cutting them and rolling them up
and then they give them to me,” Sayers said.
“Then, when I’m sitting in my chair and I’m
not doing anything else, I start working
on them.”
Sayers was awarded the 2018 Environmental Merit
Award by the city of Sierra Vista for his work cleaning
up local neighborhoods. When he’s not making
sleeping mats or cleaning up the city, Sayers crochets
blankets for babies with Down syndrome.
Exemplifying the Order's first principle of charity,
Sayers proudly serves those most in need. He said,
“I try to do whatever I can to help our veterans and
all the homeless down here in this area.”

A Wheelchair for Bryar
Bryar Autumn Thomas has never had an easy life. She
was born July 31, 2006. Almost immediately, it was
clear that something was wrong.
Bryar was flown to Cardinal Glennon Children’s
Hospital in St. Louis, where she was diagnosed with
three major heart defects. She had to be stabilized
and then undergo open heart surgery. Over the next
few years, she had a total of three open heart
surgeries and several other minor procedures to
help her heart function.
But her struggle wasn’t over. Early in life, Bryar
struggled to sit up, crawl, and reach other milestones
for infants and toddlers. At first, this was thought to
be a side effect of so many months of being in the
hospital, and she would eventually catch up. Then, at
the age of only 3, Bryar was diagnosed with cerebral
palsy, and a new battle began.

Bryant Sayers of Bishop Salpointe Council 4584 in Sierra Vista, Ariz.,
weaves plastic bags into sleeping mats for those in need.
(Courtesy of Bryant Sayers)
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Ten years later, Bryar is still fighting every day. Her
family still believes she will one day walk on her own,
but until that day comes, she needs help getting
around. Last year, the Knights of Columbus came
forward to give her the gift of mobility with a brandnew wheelchair.

2238-19 SK REPORT-18.qxp_Layout 1 7/29/19 3:03 PM Page 7

Bryar’s mom, Cassie, has expressed her gratitude to
our Order for helping her beautiful daughter: “You
have made one little lady and her family very happy,
and we cannot thank you enough.”

Solace for the Bereaved
When Leo Grossman can’t fall asleep, he often heads
to his basement and gets to work. What does he make
in the wee hours? Often, it’s 12-by-8-by-4 inch oak
caskets for stillborn and miscarried babies.
Grossman is a member of Harvey (N.D.) Council 5217
and a parishioner of St. Cecilia’s Church. Since the fall
of 2017, he and his council have been able to cover
the cost of more than 20 caskets. Because of the
council’s fundraising, parents who have lost a baby do
not have to worry about payment. Grossman and the
council donate the caskets free of charge.
“I had no idea there was this kind of call for this, there
were people who called me and said, ‘If only we had
had this when my daughter had a miscarriage,’”
Grossman said.
The Grossmans understand the pain of losing a child.
The couple lost their only child, David, when he was
killed in a car accident at the age of 15 more than
30 years ago. Grossman now feels that through his
work he can help other parents through their
grieving process.
“My wife and I grieved for a long time, and we
always felt that if we could ever help people
through this, that would be a good feeling,”
Grossman said.
Grossman often attends the services at the local
cemetery, where there is a row of graves, with small
headstones, etched with “Baby” and their surnames.

Charitable Giving
by the Numbers
During the past year, our brother Knights
made charitable contributions of more
than $185 million. And our giving goes
well beyond treasure to time and talent.
In 2018, Knights also dedicated more
than 76 million hours to volunteer
service. An independent analysis puts the
value of each volunteer hour at $25.43.
By this measure, the Knights of Columbus
gave $1.9 billion worth of their time in
the past year.

Hurricane Florence relief New Bern, N.C.
(Spirit Juice Studios)

$1.9b

value of
time

76.7m
hours

$185.6m
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Father Michael Nixon, pastor of Saint Dominic Church in
Panama City, Fla., shows Supreme Knight Anderson the
damage to the parish youth center caused by Hurricane
Michael, November 6, 2018. (Spirit Juice Studios)

2238-19 SK REPORT-18.qxp_Layout 1 7/29/19 3:04 PM Page 9

The worst hurricane to hit the Florida
panhandle in half a century. The most
destructive wildfire in California
history. Historic flooding in the
Midwest. The deadliest tornado in
the past six years. The crisis doesn’t
matter: When disaster strikes, the
Knights strike back with service.

Disaster Relief
Brother Knights don’t just step up in ordinary times.
Their courage comes to the fore in extraordinary
moments, too — especially in times of trial.
Wherever and whenever disaster has struck, Knights
have stepped up. This held true when hurricanes
devastated the Florida panhandle and parts of North
Carolina; when torrential floods hit the Midwest and
Canada; when tornadoes whipped through the Midwest
and South; and when wildfires swept across California.
Disaster aid takes many forms. Sometimes it’s filling
sandbags as flood waters rise. In other cases, it’s cleaning
up debris and setting up food, water and clothing
distribution centers. Knights also distribute gift cards
and provide plenty of hugs and shoulders to cry on.
To help those who lost so much, we gave $2.7 million to
disaster relief over the past year. Here are some of the
stories behind the numbers.

Hurricanes
The past year saw hurricanes batter much of the
southern United States. To help the Florida Panhandle
rebuild after Hurricane Michael, the Knights distributed
$526,000 in the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee.
Knights from around the U.S. came to aid recovery
efforts, bringing with them truckloads of food, cleaning
supplies and even a tractor to remove debris. Knights
from St. Sylvester Council 13277 in Navarre, Fla.,
served more than 3,500 meals per day for several
weeks to volunteers and those impacted by the
hurricane.
2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight
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Helping Priest
and Parish
In October, Hurricane
Michael devastated the
Florida Panhandle and
Sts. Peter and Paul Church
in Panama City, led by
Father Anthony Nguyen.
In stepped the Knights of
Columbus and Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson, who
delivered a 29-foot camper
trailer to Father Nguyen so
he could continue to serve
his flock. “It will be nice to
have a home to sleep in
tonight,” Father Nguyen
said after Supreme Knight
Anderson turned over
the keys.
(Spirit Juice Studios)

After Hurricane Florence hit North Carolina last
September, our brother Knights were there. The
storm ruined the home of Bill Hodge and his
grandson Brendon, both members of Msgr. Frank
Howard Council 6648. Fortunately, fellow Knight
Daniel Smith came forward and took them into his
own home.
As Brendon said, “It makes me feel like I’m
not alone out there and there’s other people
who will definitely come out and help and
show you that they care about you.” Their
experience shows what brotherhood
truly means.

Wildﬁres
The heroism that defines our Order was on full
display in Northern California last November. That
was when David Lemire of St. Thomas More Council
7773 looked up at the parish steeple and saw
thickening smoke far in the distance. It was the start
of the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in
California history.
10 2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight

David sped home with his daughter, who started
filling up the truck with clothes while he went over to
check on an elderly neighbor. With smoke blotting
out the sun and the fire approaching, he helped his
neighbor to her car and retrieved her medications.
Another Knight, Greg Kidder, coordinated the
evacuation of more than 220 students at the local
parish school. As the fire approached, he stayed
behind, checking every room for stragglers. Only
after all the children were safe did he head for
safety himself.
The Camp Fire destroyed more than 19,000
buildings, including the homes of 69 brother Knights.
Greg called as many fellow parishioners as he could
to make sure they were all right and offer help. David
went from shelter to shelter, sometimes putting in
more than 20 hours of volunteer work a day. When
Greg secured a campground in a nearby lot,
David helped clear it, and more brother Knights
pitched in to install plumbing and electricity.
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Flooding
Traffic was light on Highway 77 in March, as John
Gibney from Philip Sheridan Council 1497 cruised
through Fremont, Neb. What made this trip unusual
was that Gibney was on his boat and not in his car.
The risk was that his boat would hit one of the many
obstacles hidden by floodwaters, which had turned
the road into a lake. Then the firefighters he was
ferrying would have needed rescuing themselves.
In Nebraska, rain and melting snow caused the
Missouri River to flood, leading to three deaths and
more than $640 million worth of damage. Knights
around the state worked for days to help victims,
giving out food and water, unloading trucks of aid
supplies and filling sandbags.
Canadian Knights came to the aid of disaster victims
in April when more than 600 square kilometers along
the Ottawa River were flooded.
In Clarington, Ontario, Knights provided more than
2,000 sandbags, weighing 30 pounds each, to local
first responders to protect homes along the shore of
Lake Ontario. Our Lady of Fatima Council 9742,
also in Ottawa, coordinated with Team Rubicon,

a veterans’ service organization, to clean more than
200 homes in the Constance Bay and Fitzroy Harbour
area that were contaminated by blackwater —
sewage and septic waste.
“As a Catholic and as a Knight, we are
expressing our faith in action,” said
Harold Marcotte, director of disaster relief
for Ontario and member of St. Patrick’s
Basilica Council 12158 in Ottawa.

Tornadoes
In the aftermath of an Alabama tornado that was the
deadliest in the U.S. in six years, Alabama State
Deputy Jason Esteve and Rob Wilburn of Father
Thomas Augustin Judge Council 13415 went to work
coordinating with distribution centers. They asked
Knights in Lee County for help removing debris from
victims’ homes.
Knights went to multiple sites, and cleared trees
around a damaged trailer that had been thrown
45 feet from its foundation. Other councils in
Alabama donated shovels, totes, gift cards and
clothing, and prepared dinner for more than
100 first responders.

California firefighter Daniel Magallanes had
a brush with death while fighting an inferno.
It led him back to the Church and to the
Knights. He has served as an officer in
San Juan Diego Council 13469, and when
he isn’t fighting wildfires, he and his wife
and four children are active in their parish
in Adelanto, Calif.
“When I joined the Order and started
helping, I knew this is where I belonged.”

Daniel Magallanes of Council 13469 pauses to
pray while fighting a forest fire, August 2018.
(Courtesy of Daniel Magallanes)
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Athletes from around the world celebrate the
50th anniversary of Special Olympics in Chicago, Ill.,
July 2018. (Spirit Juice Studios)
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Over the past year, Knights
of Columbus councils
donated $4.9 million to
Special Olympics and other
programs for people with
intellectual disabilities.
Altogether, 27,884
volunteers gave 859,694
hours of their time at more
than 180,944 events.

Special Olympics
Since the first International Special Olympics Summer Games in
Chicago in 1968, the Knights of Columbus has been there to assist,
and we remain proud of our partnership and collaboration.
Councils help in countless ways, from fundraising to feeding
athletes, organizing and judging local events and providing
equipment and awards.
Brother Knight Sargent Shriver, who helped found
Special Olympics, once said that the Knights of Columbus
“have always seen the beauty of the human heart.”
Nobody embodies that more than Cyril MacDonald, a member of
Msgr. M.M. Coady Council 9476 in Sydney, Nova Scotia. He has
been described as a “Swiss army knife for volunteerism” by Special
Olympics Canada. He has coached nearly every Special Olympics
sport in the region, including speed skating, curling, track and field,
bocce, basketball and field hockey. In 2017, he was recognized by
Special Olympics Canada as Male Coach of the Year.
It was because of his involvement with Special Olympics — where
he saw Knights volunteering at so many events — that Cyril
decided to join the Order.
“It seemed fitting to be part of a group of men who are
devoted to our Church and community, and who are so
supportive of Special Olympics,” he said. “For 50 years,
Special Olympics has been going strong and the Knights of
Columbus has supported it from day one. As one who
wears both hats, I just want to thank my brother Knights
for all they do.”

2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight 13
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Coats for Kids

Coats for Kids event in Edmonton, Alberta,
November 2018. (Curtis Trent)

Through Knights of Columbus Coats for Kids distributions, our
members can ensure children stay warm through the winter.

1,943

councils

117,264
coats

14 2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight

Since the program’s inception, Knights councils have donated
more than 500,000 coats across North America. The biggest
event in the program’s history occurred during the week before
the Super Bowl in Atlanta, when the Georgia State Council
distributed more than 600 coats to children in Forest Park, Ga.,
in conjunction with Mission San Felipe de Jesus Church. Local
celebrities joined local Knights and Supreme Council representatives
at the event, which has become a Super Bowl tradition.
“I am happy because my daughter is happy and I am
thankful to the Knights for doing this for my daughter
and our community,” said Gabriel Fuentes, whose
daughter received a coat.
Coats for Kids allows the Knights of Columbus to witness their
faith to the next generation, strengthening their bonds with local
communities.
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Last year, councils donated nearly 11 million
pounds of food and more than $9.6 million to
support soup kitchens and similar programs.

850,000 peopleodin

n lb

After Hurricane Michael, Knights of
Columbus in Georgia offered food to
St. Clare’s Soup Kitchen and the adjacent
Neighbors in Need distribution center.
Thanks to the Knights, kitchen volunteers
were able to hand out food and supplies
to those who needed it most.
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The Food for Families initiative is a flagship
program of the Knights of Columbus. As a
result, countless families around North America
who need assistance receive the gift of food.
This becomes even more vital after natural
disasters or other community hardships.
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Food for Families

Hurricane Florence relief in Wallace, N.C., September 2018. (Spirit Juice Studios)

Local Knights give food and
financial contributions to
food pantries, soup kitchens
or food banks to help those
in need. For every $500 or
1,000 pounds of food
donated, the Supreme
Council gives $100 back to
the council. It’s a small way
Knights work together to
help end hunger.
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A Habitat for Humanity build with members of Msgr. Cornelius George O’Keefe Council 8250, West Point, New York.

Habitat for Humanity
$566,873
995,466 hours

Habitat for Humanity is a volunteer organization that offers
low-income families the opportunity to own their own home.
Participants help build their home with volunteers and receive
low-interest mortgages. For decades, Habitat for Humanity has
counted Knights of Columbus members among its volunteers,
who provide funds, construction skills and labor.
Sometimes Knights councils find creative ways to help. Our Lady of
the Lake Council 4917 in Grimsby, Ontario, raised more than $500
for Habitat for Humanity of Niagara through an “e-waste”
collection. Members collected discarded electronic devices such as
televisions, computers and phones for a recycler who paid per
metric ton.
During the past year, councils and individual Knights
donated $566,873 and 995,466 volunteer hours to Habitat
for Humanity to help working families reach the dream of
home ownership.
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Blood Donation
The Knights established in 1938
what many regard as the first
blood donor program sponsored
by a national organization.
It remains one of the largest,
providing this life-saving gift
to hundreds of thousands of
people a year.
Our Lady of Lourdes Council 9953
in Richmond, Va., is one of many
councils that host blood drives.
The council has held six blood
drives each year for more than a
quarter century.

global Wheelchair Mission (Randy Hale)

Global Wheelchair Mission

“We are privileged and honored
to help people that need the
blood services,” said council
member Michael Roby. “It
reinforces our concept of Knights
for believing in pro-life. The blood
drive is just one of many activities
that supports life.”

The Knights of Columbus offers the gift of mobility through our
partnership with the Global Wheelchair Mission — an alliance of
non-profit organizations including the American Wheelchair Mission
and the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation.
This year, Knights sponsored and helped distribute 8,664
wheelchairs in the United States, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, the
Dominican Republic, Mexico, the Philippines, Poland, Sierra Leone,
Ukraine and Vietnam.

390,413
donors

Each wheelchair changes lives. Often, people who need
wheelchairs are restricted to their homes and deprived of
education, work and a social life. As one 80-year-old
recipient shared, “I haven’t felt like I was a man because I’d
been crawling on the ground. Now I can sit up and I can look
at people eye to eye and say ‘I’m a man again.’”

2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight 17
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Cumulative Donations
$6.5 million - Francis P. Matthews
and John E. Swift Educational Trust
Scholarships

$8.2 million - Fourth Degree Pro Deo

and Pro Patria Scholarships

$3.3 million - John W. McDevitt

Scholarships

$765,000 - Father Michael J. McGivney

Vocations Scholarship Fund (Canada)

$1 million - Father Michael J. McGivney
Fund for Advanced Studies for Canadian
Priests (Pontifical Canadian College in Rome)

$121,300 - Father McGivney Fund
for Advanced Studies for
Puerto Rican Priests

$819,000 - Father Michael J. McGivney

Fund for Advanced Studies for Filipino Priests
(Pontifical Filipino College in Rome)

$5.1 million - Count Enrico P. Galeazzi
Fund for the Pontifical North American
College in Rome

$1 million - Our Lady of Guadalupe Fund
for Advanced Studies for Mexican Priests
(Pontifical Mexican College in Rome)
18 2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight

Catholic Education
“Tantum eruditi sunt liberi” — only the educated are
free. The Knights of Columbus has been helping young
people obtain this freedom since our founding. During
the past year, the Supreme Council provided nearly
$1 million in scholarships to students attending colleges,
universities, and seminaries. Local councils and assemblies
gave an additional $7.8 million in academic scholarships
in their communities.

Academic Scholarships
Through Knights of Columbus Supreme Council
academic scholarships, we cover the needs of students in
several ways. Since our beginnings, the Knights of
Columbus has stood by those people who keep us safe
— the men and women of law enforcement and the
armed forces. The Francis P. Matthews and John E. Swift
Educational Trust Scholarships are available to children of
members in good standing who are killed or permanently
disabled, by hostile action, while serving in the U.S. armed
forces in a combat zone; as well as the children of fulltime firefighters and law enforcement officers, who while
in the lawful performance of their duties, died as a result
of criminal violence directed at them. In either event,
applications must be filed within two years of the date of
death or disability. In 2018, the Order provided $130,360
through this fund.
For students attending a Catholic college or university,
our Fourth Degree Pro Deo and Pro Patria Scholarships
are annually awarded on the basis of academic
excellence. The scholarships are for $1,500 per year
and are renewable for four years based on satisfactory
academic performance. Over the past year, we
provided scholarships totaling $109,500 in the U.S.
and $55,500 in Canada.
John W. McDevitt Scholarships are awarded to students
entering their freshman year at a Catholic college or
university in the United States. These $1,500 scholarships
are awarded based on academic performance to eligible
students who are Knights or the wife, son or daughter of
a member in good standing; or the widow, son or
daughter of a member who died in good standing.
During 2018, the Order provided $174,000 through
this scholarship.
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Vocations Scholarships
The Knights support religious vocations through a wide range of
vocations endowment funds.
The Father Michael J. McGivney Vocations Scholarship Fund and
the Bishop Thomas V. Daily Vocations Scholarship Fund provide
scholarships to seminarians in their first four years of theological
studies. Through these funds last year, we provided $215,000 in
scholarships in the U.S. and $38,000 in scholarships in Canada.
Other vocation endowment funds and monies provided in
2018 included:
•

Father Michael J. McGivney Fund for Advanced
Studies for Canadian Priests (Pontifical Canadian
College in Rome)

•

Count Enrico P. Galeazzi Fund for Pontifical North
American College in Rome

Councils and assemblies also support seminarians at the local level.
That support for men and women pursing religious vocations most
often comes through our Refund Support Vocations Program
(RSVP). Since 1981, RSVP has provided more than $79 million to
129,852 men and women pursuing a religious vocation. Last year,
local units donated $3.7 million to 6,412 individuals.
In addition to the support given through RSVP, councils and assemblies
also donated $4.6 million in support of people pursing a religious
vocation and $8.9 million to seminaries.
Another vital part of vocation support is the Knights’ contribution to
the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program of the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, USA, which educates future military chaplains.
Due to the work of the Fourth Degree, the Order will continue to
provide an annual grant of $200,000 in 2019 and 2020, raising the
total contribution to $2 million.

Free Online
Membership for
Seminarians
Membership in the Knights of
Columbus is now free for all
seminarians. All seminarians
need to do is sign up online.
As members, seminarians also
have the opportunity to join a
Knights of Columbus council
where they can continue to
grow in their relationship with
Christ and his Church.

kofc.org/join
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Culture of Life
The Knights of Columbus defends the dignity of every
person, from conception to natural death. This service
is fundamental to our principle of unity. And nowhere is
our commitment more obvious — and more important
— than in our stand for the sanctity of unborn life.
This year, our Order played a leading role in the March
for Life in Washington, D.C., on the 46th anniversary of
Roe v. Wade. Speaking at this year’s rally, the Supreme
Knight said: “The day is not far off when you will
return, not for a demonstration, but for a victory
parade down Pennsylvania Avenue.”
Brother Knights and their families came from far and
wide to walk from the Washington Monument to the
steps of the Supreme Court. Among those at the
March was John Moore, a past grand knight of Fray
Marcos Council 1783 in Gallup, N.M. He walked the
length of the country, carrying a cross to call attention
to the pro-life cause and concluded his pilgrimage at
the Supreme Court.
“It’s important that we stand up for the unborn and all
human life,” he said. “At the end of my life, I don’t want
to say, ‘I should have done something, but didn’t.’”
The fight for life continues in every state and in other
countries. Over the past year, brother Knights
participated in similar marches from Poland to Mexico
to the Philippines and beyond.
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The pro-life majority is rising in
America. The Knights of Columbus
will lead it to victory.
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Supreme knight Carl Anderson marches with John Moore and College knights.
(Joseph Pappalardo)
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Marist Poll
For the 11th year, the Supreme Council commissioned a non-partisan poll in conjunction with Marist Institute
to gauge Americans’ views on abortion. The results were the most heartening yet.
We found that 8 in 10
Americans say abortion
should be limited to —
at most — the first three
months of pregnancy.
That includes 65 percent
of those who describe
themselves as “pro-choice.”

About 2 in 3
Americans want the
Supreme Court to
change Roe v. Wade
to allow states to
restrict or ban
abortion.

These numbers are unsurprising considering the extreme positions that many politicians have taken on
abortion. The American people overwhelmingly reject this increasing abortion radicalism. Our findings speak
loud and clear. It’s time every elected official listen.

Ultrasound Initiative
We launched our Ultrasound Initiative in 2009 with the goal of placing 1,000 ultrasound machines in crisis
pregnancy centers across the nation. We have now reached our goal, and the program continues to grow.
On Jan. 14, 2019, brother Knights from Father Herman J. Vegar Council 5561 in Warrenton, Va.,
to present ultrasound machine No. 1,000 to the Mother of Mercy Free Medical Clinic in nearby Manassas.
But we are not done. The Knights of Columbus will not rest while so many children’s lives are still at risk.
We will continue this great work until every community has the opportunity for pro-life ultrasound services.
There is no better way to open a closed heart to life.

1,000th Ultrasound
With more than 1,000 machines
placed, the Ultrasound Initiative
is the greatest humanitarian
achievement in the history of
the Knights of Columbus.

the 1,000th ultrasound machine donation in Manassas, Va.,
January 2019. (Victoria Verderame)
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Three Lives Saved

(Photo by David González)

(Photo by Art Meripol)

(Photo by Jenny Myers)

Melissa and Destiny Zelia and Zaden

Talya and Tezlyn

“This big smile appeared on the
screen, and I knew she was my
Destiny. The Lord spoke to me
that day through my unborn
child’s smile.”
Melissa
Miami, Fla.

“The sonographer showed me
the baby’s heartbeat, and I cried
happy tears. At that moment,
I knew I needed this little human
in my life.”
Talya
Wichita, Kan.

“We are thankful to our friends
there and to the Knights of
Columbus. Actually hearing and
seeing your unborn child makes
such a big impact.”
Zelia
Birmingham, Ala.

(Google Maps)

The Knights have
now placed more
than 1,000 ultrasound
machines in pro-life
pregnancy centers
across America —
and we’re just
getting started.
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Aiding Persecuted Christians
In May, the British government released a terrifying report.
It concluded that persecution of Christians around the
world is at “near genocide levels.” We see this crisis clearly
in the Middle East, where Christianity is now on the verge
of annihilation.
Simply look at Iraq. Over the past 15 years, the Christian
population there has plummeted from 1.5 million to only
about 200,000.
Since 2014, the Knights of Columbus has committed more
than $25 million to help persecuted Christians and others
targeted for genocide. We provide food, housing,
education and medical care for tens of thousands of
displaced people. Our financial support and policy activity
are providing real relief to Iraq’s Christians.
The Knights provided some $2 million to help the
Iraqi town of Karamles rebuild after its liberation
from ISIS. According to one of the town’s priests,
“Ninety-seven percent of the restoration of homes
and church buildings came from the Knights of
Columbus.” Iraqi Christians have told us firsthand:
“Without the Knights of Columbus, our Christian
community would not have survived.”
This past year, we also finished work on McGivney House,
a 140-unit apartment building for Chaldean and Syriac
Christian families. This came about thanks to more than
$1 million in donations from our brother Knights.

Supreme knight Anderson outside Mcgivney house
with Archbishop bashar Warda of Erbil, iraq.
March 2019. (Tamino Petelinšek)
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President trump signs the iraq and Syria genocide Relief and Accountability Act of 2018. (Photo by Mark Wilson/Getty Images)

Whether on the ground in
the Middle East or in the
Oval Office, the Knights
of Columbus is there,
making a difference for
persecuted Christians.

We also have been strong supporters of the Syriac Catholic Church as it
recovers from genocide at the hands of ISIS. This year alone, we have
committed more than $1 million to support Syriac Christian refugees
and rebuild the Syriac cathedral in Qaraqosh, Iraq. These refugee efforts
have been organized by Syriac Patriarch Joseph III Younan. His Beatitude
has long been a brother Knight, and we are deeply grateful for his work
and witness, and proud to support him and his flock.
Late last year, the Knights also played a pivotal role in the unanimous
passage of the Iraq and Syria Genocide Relief and Accountability Act of
2018. That bill, which President Trump signed in December, will provide
humanitarian relief for victims of genocide in Iraq and Syria.
We have also entered into an historic Memorandum of Understanding
with the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) in a new
public/private partnership to establish a greater level of support for
Christian communities in Iraq.
Our generosity makes the difference. Karamles is the proof. Five years
ago, ISIS destroyed and desecrated the town’s parish. Mar Addai
Chaldean Catholic Church was empty and desolate — but now, it is
open once again. In December, its rededication Mass was overflowing,
with more than 1,000 people filling the pews.
Christianity has returned to Karamles. And the Knights of Columbus
made it happen.
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Pope Francis blesses a Knights of Columbus Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians icon at the Vatican, Nov. 16. (L’Osservatore Romano)

Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians
Over the past year, Knights around the world participated in the Marian Prayer Program with the icon of
Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians. We will now continue this program for a second year, giving more
parishes the opportunity to bring this icon to their communities.

Adopt-a-Parish
To further help Iraq’s Christians,
we are launching a project
known as “Adopt-a-Parish.”
This initiative allows councils to
directly support one or more of
the parishes spread across Iraq.
It requires a two-year
commitment on the council’s
part, and there are various
donation levels available.

The Supreme Knight joins Dr. Zuzana Dudova and other STEP-IN mobile clinic staff in Erbil, Iraq,
March 2019. (Tamino Petelinšek)
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Patriotic Degree
and the Armed Forces
Fourth Degree
The Fourth Degree, also known as the Patriotic Degree,
added 4,235 members last year, bringing total membership
to 368,366. In addition, 44 assemblies were added for a
total of 3,497. This growth reflects a simple truth: If you
believe in charity, unity and fraternity, then you ought also
to believe in the freedom that makes them possible. As
history attests, Knights are patriots.
At the end of the fraternal year, we completed the shift to
a new Fourth Degree uniform. It consists of a blue blazer,
gray slacks, white shirt, blue tie, black beret, baldric and
sword. The blazer, tie and beret all bear the emblem of the
Fourth Degree. The old regalia is now officially retired, but
it will always hold a special place in the Order’s history.

Armed Forces
For more than a century, the Knights have provided for the
spiritual and temporal well-being of military personnel.
We continue that work today.
Air Force Capt. Julian Gluck, the Air Force Times’ 2018
Airman of the Year, spoke at last year’s College Councils
Conference in New Haven, Conn. A member of Holy Family of
Barksdale Council 9085 in Shreveport, La., he said: “I try to
reflect on core values like the K of C pillars of charity, unity,
fraternity and patriotism every day. Being a member of the
armed forces provides an avenue to live out these principles.”
There are now 67 active military councils and eight Fourth
Degree military assemblies around the world, and one
overseas military roundtable. Led by the Fourth Degree,
Knights donated nearly 100,000 hours of service at more
than 120 Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers
this year.
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Europe District Fourth Degree and ShAPE council charter
presentation, December 2018. (Tamino Petelinšek)
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World War I Centennial
Washington, D.C., Mass
The Knights played a significant role in World War I through our recreation centers for service
members that operated under the motto “Everybody Welcome, Everything Free.” These centers
provided chaplains and activities for troops, as well as coveted items such as coffee, snacks, gum
and candy.
On November 11, 2018, the Knights of Columbus and the Archdiocese for the Military Services,
USA, co-sponsored a Mass at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine to mark the 100th anniversary of
the end of World War I. Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori was the principal celebrant.
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the Archdiocese of the Military Services, USA, preached the
homily. Present for the event were World War I artifacts including a uniform, helmets, and a crucifix
belonging to Joyce Kilmer, the renowned poet, who was a proud member of both the 69th Infantry
Regiment (the famous “Fighting 69th”) and the Knights of Columbus.

WWi Centennial Mass, Washington, D.C. (Matthew Barrick)
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New Haven Ceremony
Major Gen. Paul K. Hurley, the 24th U.S. Army
Chief of Chaplains and a Catholic priest, visited
the Knights of Columbus Museum this past
November to commemorate the Order’s support
of U.S. troops in World War I. Father Hurley
presented a commendation to the Knights of
Columbus in appreciation of its service during
the conflict.
In addition to delivering the commendation,
Father Hurley inducted the Knights of Columbus
into the Order of St. Martin of Tours. The order,
part of the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps, is named
for the fourth-century Roman soldier who, upon
meeting a shivering beggar, cut his military cloak
in two and gave half to the person in need.

Major gen. Paul k. hurley, u.S. Army Chief of Chaplains, presents a
commendation to the Supreme knight. (Aaron Joseph)
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Warriors to Lourdes
For the sixth year, the Knights of Columbus partnered with the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, to sponsor a select
group of 200 American service members, veterans, chaplains
and caregivers for the Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage. This year
also marked the 100th anniversary of the Knights of Columbus
presence at the French shrine.
This program is part of the International Military Pilgrimage,
which was established in 1946 to promote reconciliation and
peace after World War II. Each year in May, delegations from
more than 40 nations converge in Lourdes for a festive show of
faith and patriotism with the sights and sounds of military
pageantry at every turn. The highlight is the candlelight Marian
procession for peace, which includes more than 12,000 military
personnel and staff. Under the direction of Knights, the U.S.
delegation was the lead organizer of the procession.
Wounded warriors who were selected for this year’s pilgrimage
included those suffering the mental, emotional and spiritual
wounds of war. The term “moral injury” has recently surfaced to
distinguish post-traumatic stress from moral/spiritual trauma.
This year’s pilgrims had the opportunity to hear a talk on moral
injury, followed by a screening of the 2018 Warriors to Lourdes
documentary, which addresses the same topic through the
powerful testimonies of its participants. The film is available for
streaming on warriorstolourdes.com.
The pilgrimage staff included a team of 21 Catholic and
non-Catholic military chaplains to minister to the group,
supplementing the week’s spiritual program under the
leadership of Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Coffey of the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA.
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(Tamino Petelinšek)

Pilgrim Stories

Capt. Matthew Mayor

Claudia Jones, RN, HM2/R CDR Lance LeClere, MD

“The PTS and other mental health
issues that I suffer from my
deployments was juxtaposed here
at Lourdes. Coming here and really
engaging and speaking with some
of the other service members from
the U.S. and other nations, sharing
those experiences, you do feel
understood. And that does
contribute to the healing process.”

“Being married in the military,
I always say, is a lot harder. You
know, we all have our struggles.
But being here together as a
couple, it means a lot to us. We
always find healing that we didn’t
think we needed but we’re
touched in different ways. There’s
a peace here that I cannot find
anywhere else.”

“For me it’s been a great reminder
that we can look at X-rays, talk
about surgical plans, but you
really need to treat the entire
patient. It’s really taking
everything into account: Their
support system, their spiritual
beliefs, where they are
emotionally and in their recovery.”
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With nearly two
million members,
the Knights of
Columbus has never
been stronger —
and with our new
online membership,
it’s never been
easier to join.

Fourth Degree
Knights

368,366

Online members

9,199

College councils

390
Councils

16,142

Members

1,989,016

College Knights

36,559
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The breadth and depth of our membership is the
most visible sign of our identity as Knights of Unity.
It has been said that there is strength in numbers.
By that measure, the Knights of Columbus is stronger
than ever before.

can now sign up and pay their annual fee with only
a few clicks. From there, it’s easy to get involved
with a local council. To date, 9,199 men have
become our brother Knights online — and that
number will only grow.

In the last year, we added 79,914 brother Knights to
our ranks. This represents the 47th year in a row that
that our membership has increased. In total we now
have 1,989,016 members in 16,142 councils.

Men join the Knights because they are inspired by
what they see and who they meet. We must continue
to show men what we’re about, and why. As we
continue to recruit, the rising generation is of
paramount importance. They are the future of our
brotherhood and the Catholic Church.

This growth includes those who have joined online.
Through online membership, prospective members

Membership
knights at a football game for college councils in
Washington, D.C. (Spirit Juice)

Over the past year, we recruited 2,826 new
college Knights and formed 16 new councils
on college campuses. We must also make a
concerted effort to engage these young men
after they graduate, as they settle into a
parish and post-collegiate life.
Over the past fraternal year, we added 29,697
members outside the United States and Canada.
This is a powerful sign that Father McGivney’s vision
is not restricted to the Church in North America.
The Knights of Columbus speaks to the needs of
the Church universal.
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INTERNA
CANADA

PHILIPPINES

MEXICO

POLAND

There are now more than
210,000 Knights in
Canada, who last year
donated $19 million and
5.7 million hours to
charity.

The Knights of Columbus
continues its robust
growth in the Philippines,
where there are now
more than 400,000
Knights.

The City of Niagara Falls
recognized the Knights
of Columbus’ “quiet acts
of charity” in an official
proclamation, declaring
April 22-28, 2019, as
“Knights of Columbus
Week.” Niagara Falls
Mayor James M. Diodati
said, “The Knights of
Columbus are the
backbone of the Catholic
Church.”

In January, Catholics in
the Philippines came
face-to-face with crisis.

Knights from San Ignacio
de Loyola Council 16799
in Mexico put their faith
into action, conducting a
Helping Hands activity
that fed and clothed
more than 300 families
in need. They also
organized a play that
raised funds to support
the Querétaro Seminary
and the construction of a
parish and chapel.

Last year marked the 40th
anniversary of St. John
Paul II’s election to the
Chair of St. Peter. To
celebrate this milestone
event, our brother Knights
led and participated in
numerous events across
his home country of
Poland.

During the week, Knights
in Canada demonstrated
the four pillars of the
Faith in Action program
by preparing meals for
the homeless at a local
soup kitchen, conducting
a living rosary, painting a
Habitat for Humanity
facility, and hosting a
Special Olympics
basketball game.

Bombings at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, in Jolo
City, Sulu — during
Sunday Mass — injured
more than 100 people
and claimed the lives of
23 more, including three
Knights. In the wake of
that barbaric attack, our
brother Knights in the
Philippines held a
Triduum for Peace, and
Knights throughout the
world joined them to
pray for the victims and
for peace.
The Supreme Council
committed more than
$90,000 to financially
assist the victims and
their families.
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More than 1,000 Knights
and their families from
five jurisdictions across
Mexico attended the
Knights of Columbus
National Pilgrimage to
Christ the King Mountain
in Guanajuato. A Mass
was celebrated to
support the Order’s
advocacy for persecuted
Christians.

Last year was also the
100th anniversary of
Poland’s independence,
and our Order was at the
forefront of the
commemorations during
a pilgrimage by the
Order’s board of
directors. Polish President
Andrzej Duda thanked
the Knights for our
charitable contributions
to his country.
Polish Knights invited
Archbishop Jean-Clément
Jeanbart of Aleppo,
Syria, to come to Kraków
to speak to government
representatives and other
guests about the
persecution of Christians
and raise funds.
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ATIONAL
UKRAINE

LITHUANIA

SOUTH KOREA

FRANCE

The Knights of Columbus
continues to grow in
Ukraine with 29 councils
and more than 1,300
members.

Lithuanian Knights
assisted with various
preparations for Pope
Francis’ visit to the
country Sept. 22-23,
2018. In a procession
held during the visit,
Knights carried an image
of Our Lady of Trakai.

In April, the Supreme
Knight visited Knights of
Columbus leaders in
South Korea and
encouraged them to
think about the country’s
“role in the evangelization
of Asia.” During his fiveday trip, he also visited
Knights serving at Camp
Humphreys, a U.S. Army
base South Korea.

French Knights were
devastated when a fire
broke out April 15, 2019,
at Notre-Dame Cathedral
in Paris — one of the
world’s greatest treasures
of the human spirit. In
response, French Knights
printed 50,000 prayer
cards.

Ukrainian Knights
deserve special mention
for helping those who
have suffered from the
ongoing war with Russia.
In Melitopol, Knights
held summer camps for
children of soldiers and
veterans, while Knights in
Kyiv organized visits to
wounded soldiers at a
military hospital in
eastern Ukraine.
The entire Order joins
them to pray for a just
and lasting peace that
respects Ukraine’s
sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

Knights volunteered
more than 1,030 hours
collecting food,
sponsoring retreats and
teaching catechesis for
parishioners. They also
established a Ministry of
Hearing program in
which they help people
with daily needs. As part
of the program, they are
rebuilding an apartment
destroyed by a fire for a
single mother with three
children.

South Korean Knights
established the Peace
Refugee Center, serving
refugees from the Middle
East, South Africa and
other countries.
Since 2014, the Order
has grown to four local
councils and more than
175 Korean members.

Many Catholic churches
in France have been the
targets of vandalism and
desecration. In response,
Knights and chaplains
from all 16 councils in
France quickly mobilized
to organize Masses in
their parishes, inviting
more than 320 members
to pray in solidarity
Feb. 19. They prayed
for peace, forgiveness
and hope, as well as for
strength in the face of
adversity.
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Father Mark ivany, vocations director for the Archdiocese of Washington,
leads seminarians in prayer before the relic of St. Jean Vianney at the Saint
John Paul ii Seminary, november 2018. (Matthew Barrick)
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The path to becoming Better Men,
Husbands, Fathers, Catholics
and Citizens

Faith in Action
The Faith in Action program model is now in its
second year, and it is already helping hundreds of
thousands of Knights grow in unity, charity, fraternity
and patriotism. To have an even greater impact in our
families, parishes and communities, we have significantly
expanded Faith in Action over the past 12 months.
This program model provides councils with an
unprecedented number of activities, spread across
the areas of Faith, Family, Community and Life. Each
category now has 10 unique opportunities.
Many focus on charitable works; others are focused on
spiritual growth. For example, last year we added our
men’s spirituality program, Into the Breach. This year we
are introducing our marriage spirituality program for
husbands and wives, Complete My Joy.
The foundation of Faith in Action is our
determination to strengthen Catholic family
life — to build the domestic church. The larger
list of activities and projects includes many
opportunities to involve families in the
Order’s work.
A basic responsibility of every family — and especially
the Christian family — is the protection of their
children. As councils implement our Safe Environment
program, we have released a new video for parents
entitled “Protecting Our Children: A Family’s Response
to Sexual Abuse.” Available at kofc.org/safe, it
suggests concrete steps parents can take to keep
their children safe from abuse.
As more councils adopt Faith in Action, more Knights
will grow in character, service and love of Christ. As
Knights of Unity, we are called to transform the world.
That starts by first transforming ourselves.
2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight 39
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The Many Facets of Faith in Action

FAITH

FAMILY

COMMUNITY

A member of Santa María Reina
del Rosario Council 14951 in
Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, Mexico,
demonstrates how to make a palm
cross. The council provided the
crosses for Palm Sunday Mass at
their parish.

Members of Most Holy Trinity
Council 5774 in Balic-Balic,
Manila, and their wives renew their
marriage vows at Mass at the Most
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in
Sampolac. Council Chaplain
Father Enrico Martin Adoviso
officiated the renewal and blessed
the 15 participating couples.

Young men prepare to play in a
Knights-sponsored basketball
tournament in Patillas, Puerto
Rico. San Benito Abad Council
9572 planned the competition
with support from the José
Lebrón-Sanabria K of C Insurance
Agency and Inmaculado Corazón
de María Parish. The tournament
culminated in an awards ceremony
and retreat on the Saturday before
Palm Sunday, during which
Knights spoke to the youths about
spirituality and the benefits of
joining the Order.

LIFE
William Necel, a member of
Pope John Paul II Council 13808
in Greensboro, Ga., assists a
young man running the 50-yard
dash at the 2019 Greene County
Special Olympics at Greene
County High School.
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Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge
As Knights of Unity, we grow stronger when we join together to read
and wrestle with the Word of God. That’s why we have instituted the
Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge.
Each month, Archbishop William Lori selects a brief passage from a
Sunday Gospel reading of the upcoming month. He shares a brief
reflection on the Gospel and issues a spiritual challenge inspired by
that passage. The next month, men undertaking the challenge as a
group gather and share their experiences.

baltimore Archbishop William E. lori has
served with distinction as our supreme chaplain
since 2005.

This ideally occurs during monthly Knights of Columbus meetings, but
also can be done in a separate group or individually. By taking up the
Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge, men take direct, concrete
actions to grow in their faith and help their brothers do the same.

Wreath laying at tomb of blessed Jerzy Popieluszko during the board of Directors pilgrimage to Warsaw, Poland, october 2018. (Jan Walczewski)
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Praying for priests
and the renewal of
the Church.

icon of St. Jean Vianney by Fabrizio Diomedi,
commissioned by the Supreme Council (2018).
(Photo by Peter Škrlep)
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St. Jean Vianney relic veneration at the basilica of the Assumption, baltimore, Md. (Evan Holguin)

St. Jean Vianney
Relic Pilgrimage

This past year, the Shrine of Ars, France, entrusted to
the Knights of Columbus the major relic of the
incorrupt heart of St. Jean Vianney for a pilgrimage
across the U.S.
The “Heart of a Priest” relic pilgrimage began at
St. Mary’s Spiritual Center in Baltimore, at the site
where Father Michael J. McGivney studied for the
priesthood as a seminarian. From there, the relic
made its way throughout each of the 48 continental
states, with additional stops in Puerto Rico and
Washington, D.C.
In total, the relic travelled more than 35,000 miles —
almost one and a half times the circumference of the
Earth — and was available for more than 1,200 hours
of public veneration in 99 dioceses, allowing more
than 250,000 pilgrims to spend time in prayer and
venerate the relic.

At a private audience with Pope Francis in February, the Supreme knight
gave the holy Father an icon of St. Jean Vianney, the patron saint of
parish priests. the supreme knight also presented Pope Francis with
$1.6 million from the order’s Vicarius Christi Fund. Proceeds from this
fund are given annually to the pope for his personal charities. Since the
fund’s inception in 1981, more than $60 million has been donated.
(Vatican Media)

The relic pilgrimage offered American Catholics a
time for prayer and grace amidst great trial for the
Catholic Church. By raising up St. Jean Vianney’s
model of priestly integrity and holiness, the Knights
of Columbus hopes to inspire our priests to continue
their faithful ministry, encourage young men to
discern a priestly vocation, and strengthen the
commitment of our members to pray for our priests
and for new priestly vocations.
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Saint John Paul II
National Shrine

The Knights are
bringing the words
and wisdom of this
extraordinary saint to
a new generation.

The Saint John Paul II National Shrine in Washington, D.C.,
welcomed 61,437 pilgrims last year. Through liturgy, prayer,
art, cultural events and religious celebrations, visitors
encountered the life of one of history’s greatest popes.
In August 2018, the shrine hosted two important
artifacts connected to St. John Paul II: the World
Youth Day Cross and Marian Icon. In 1984,
St. John Paul II entrusted the cross to young
people as a “symbol of Christ’s love for humanity,”
and it has traveled to every international World
Youth Day since. The cross’ arrival at the Shrine
marked the third time in 25 years that it came to
the United States.
The Shrine also marked the 40th anniversary of St. John
Paul II’s election, rebroadcasting the announcement and
his inaugural homily. And in December, the Shrine held a
Marian Festival of Lights and a Vigil Mass for the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. The Mass was celebrated by
Auxiliary Bishop Mario Eduardo Dorsonville-Rodríguez of
Washington, D.C.
The following month, the Shrine welcomed more than
11,800 attendees of the March for Life. The visitors had
the opportunity to venerate the incorrupt heart of St. Jean
Vianney, as part of the Knights of Columbus-sponsored
Heart of a Priest pilgrimage.
In June, the Shrine screened Liberating a Continent: John
Paul II and the Fall of Communism in conjunction with the
visit of Piotr Wilczek, the Poland’s ambassador to the
United States. That same month, it hosted a memorial
service to celebrate the life of Jean Vanier, the founder of
L’Arche, an organization dedicated to supporting people
with disabilities.
the World Youth Day Cross and Marian icon at the Saint
John Paul ii Shrine in Washington, D.C. (Sarah Gorham)
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The Knights of Columbus
defends the fundamental
rights of every American,
regardless of color,
race or creed.

Faithful Citizenship
Our Order has always called us to bring our values to bear in the
public square. As Catholics, we believe in the dignity of the
human person, without exception. As Knights, we know that
human dignity demands the strongest defense. Our brotherhood
proudly recognizes the brotherhood of the entire human family —
and that is why we gladly fight for the rights of others.
From our earliest days, we stood up and spoke out on behalf of
the disenfranchised. We called for equal treatment of Jews,
African Americans, and Irish, German and Italian immigrants.
During World War I, we put our principles into practice when we
helped service members of every color and creed — the only
social welfare organization to do so. Similarly, members of the
Knights of Columbus fought against the Ku Klux Klan and the
persecution of Catholics in Mexico.
Our defense of freedom and equality is vitally important
in our own day. As divisions in our nation deepen,
the Knights can and must be a force for healing and
reconciliation. Our past — and our principles — allow us
to speak powerfully to the needs and challenges of the
present.
Today, we stand for the universal ideals of our shared humanity —
the self-evident truths that apply to all people, at all times. This is
what it means to be Knights of Unity.
the u.S. Capitol. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn)
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Religious Freedom

Native American Initiative

Father McGivney and the first generations of Knights knew firsthand the bitter reality of prejudice.

Being Knights of Unity means reaching
out to those who are neglected and
ignored. In North America, this
especially means Native Americans and
First Nations people.

Many early members of the Knights of Columbus sought public
office to help bring an end to such anti-Catholicism. It’s why so
many Knights cheered when one of our members — New York
Governor Al Smith — was a candidate for president in 1928 and
later when brother Knight John F. Kennedy was elected president.
Sadly, there are those today who would turn back the clock.
The past year has witnessed a resurgence of attacks on faithful
Catholics and the teachings of the Church. Brother Knights have
come under attack from U.S. senators because of their
membership and Catholic beliefs.
Yet as history shows, what starts with us will not end there. In
facing down anti-Catholic bigotry in 1960, John Kennedy said,
“For while this year it may be a Catholic against whom the finger
of suspicion is pointed, in other years it has been, and may
someday be again, a Jew — or a Quaker or a Unitarian or a
Baptist.”
We will never let that happen. We will meet this test head-on —
not only for ourselves, but for all those of faith whose liberties
now or in the future may be threatened. As Knights of Unity,
we stand for the rights of every American and those around
the world to worship as they see fit. We always have, and
we always will.

Nearly 60 years after the election
of President John F. Kennedy,
anti-Catholicism is rising again.

Our Knights understand this. Members
of Our Lady of the Sea Council 7272 of
Gulf Breeze, Fla., traveled to St. Anne
Mission, which was established by
Franciscan friars on a Navajo reservation
in Arizona. While these Knights were
there, they received calls from residents
who needed help.
“They had no water, no electricity,” said
Mike Werner, one of the Knights on the
trip. “A lot of them were living in tents.”
So Werner and his brother Knights
stepped in to fix plumbing, rebuild fire
walls, install ceilings and flooring and
make other repairs.
In the coming months, the Knights of
Columbus will focus even more on
helping native peoples. In a new
partnership between the Knights, the
Diocese of Gallup, N.M., and the
Southwest Indian Foundation, we will
soon break ground on a new St. Kateri
Tekakwitha shrine. Our goal is for the
shrine to become a national spiritual
resource for Native Americans and all
Catholics in North America.
We are also identifying new ways to
work with the national Black and Indian
Mission Office and encouraging local
councils to become more engaged on
reservations and tribal lands.

Mosaic of St. kateri tekakwitha by Fr. Marko Rupnik at
the Saint John Paul ii Shrine in Washington, D.C.
(Tamino Petelinšek)
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Insurance
Through our unity, the Knights offers financial security to more
families than ever before. What started with Father McGivney’s
vision for a distinctly Catholic mutual aid society is now one
of the largest and most respected insurance companies in
North America.
No matter how big our insurance business gets, it remains
centered on one simple truth: The care of the widow and orphan
is a Christian duty. As Knights of Unity, we do not shrink from
that duty.
• We provided $1 billion in benefits, including
$441 million in death benefits and $262 million in
dividends to members.
• We issued $8.6 billion of new life insurance in 2018.
• We had $25.4 billion of assets on December 31, 2018.
• Total insurance in force was $109 billion on
December 31, 2018.
• The Knights is ranked on the FORTUNE® 1000 list of
America’s largest companies. We also maintained our
superior ratings of A+ from A.M. Best and AA+ from
Standard & Poor’s.

AA+ Very Strong
From FoRtunE ©2019 FoRtunE Media iP limited. FoRtunE and FoRtunE 1000 are trademarks
of FoRtunE Media iP limited and are used under license. FoRtunE and FoRtunE Media iP limited
are not affiliated with, and do not endorse the products or services of the knights of Columbus.
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“Insurance by brother Knights
for brother Knights” isn’t just
a motto. It’s a reality for
Catholics across the United
States and Canada.

2238-19 SK REPORT-18.qxp_Layout 1 7/29/19 3:10 PM Page 51

2238-19 SK REPORT-18.qxp_Layout 1 7/29/19 3:10 PM Page 52

The Knights of Columbus Diﬀerence
At the Knights of Columbus, we believe that our
missions of charity, unity and fraternity are the base
for the success of our highly rated insurance
business. But we also believe that those missions
would be impossible to accomplish without the
dedication and commitment of our insurance field
force. It’s this intertwined, highly personal
relationship that sets the Knights of Columbus apart
from other insurance companies. And there's another
major difference. The premiums collected by Knights
of Columbus Insurance support the Order’s charitable
efforts, from our Coats for Kids program to helping
persecuted Christians.
For General Agent Neil Bouvier in Ontario, connections
among agents, councils, individual Knights and
communities are vital. To make these connections, he
began working with schools, field agents and council
members to distribute heavy-duty coats suitable for
the Canadian winter. The project has since evolved
into a province-wide movement. He built a website for
the local Coats for Kids effort and joined fellow agents
in spreading the initiative to serve underprivileged
communities across the province.

General Agent John Ruffo sees such partnerships as
a way to help men become better husbands, fathers
and Catholics.
Several years ago, Ruffo saw a man attending Mass
with his family. The agent introduced himself, asking
the man if he had thought about becoming a Knight.
Andrew responded that he wasn’t Catholic. But not
long after, the man began attending RCIA classes, and
asked Ruffo to sponsor him in his conversion. And
afterward, that man became a K of C agent.
Stories like these embody what it means to be a
Knights of Columbus insurance agent. These are men
who are Knights first. They are often the first men to
respond when help is needed — not because they
want to sell a policy but because that is what Knights
do. They are the difference makers.

Father C. Mascari Council 8380 in hamilton and the bouvier Agency
make a Coats for kids delivery in ontario.
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Agents in Action

Young Tran

Joe Spinelli

Doug Supak

Young Tran and his family arrived
in America from Vietnam in the
1970s with little money. They
worked hard to build a life in this
country and to build their faith.
Young became a Knight 13 years
ago, and in 2011, he started
selling K of C insurance. Today,
Young is the Order’s top-selling
field agent.

Joe Spinelli is a secondgeneration agent out of Orlando,
Fla. After Hurricane Michael
devastated the Florida Panhandle,
he and his dad helped organize
relief efforts.

Doug Supak was recently inducted
into the K of C Insurance Hall of
Fame. A field agent for more than
40 years, he has helped thousands
of families during his long and
storied career.

Not long after, doctors discovered
that Joe had a brain tumor. By the
grace of God, they caught it in
time, and Joe just recently finished
his treatment. His fellow agents
and brother Knights were at his
side and helping him out. Now
Joe is back serving families.

A few years back, Doug sold a life
insurance policy to a local rancher.
Only two months later, the rancher
passed away, leaving behind a
large family. They were nearly
forced to sell the ranch — but
what saved the ranch was their
Knights of Columbus insurance.
Thanks to Doug Supak, that
brother Knight’s legacy and his
family’s future are secure.

“Working with the Knights of
Columbus has brought me closer
to my faith” he says. “I work with a
company that supports my faith
every day. No other company can
do what we do. We impact the
church, community, diocese and
the world. We transform people’s
lives through the financial tools we
offer to our members. If I did not
come home tonight for whatever
reason, because of our products,
my children would be able to go
to Catholic school, the mortgage
would be paid and they would
have money for retirement.”

Joe is the latest proof that our
insurance salesmen are central to
their communities and committed
to lives of service, no matter what
comes their way.
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Driving innovation
to meet the
financial needs of
Catholics in the
21st century.

Investments
Asset Advisors
The Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors program is now four years old. It
helps dioceses, religious orders and Catholic organizations make ethical
investing decisions with the same professionalism that guides our own
investment decisions. Asset Advisors, at the close of 2018, had grown to
$750 million in assets under management. It is used by 21 archdioceses
and dioceses, 12 religious orders, and 96 state and local councils, among
many others.

ChurchLoan Program
Since the first church loan in 1896 to St. Rose of Lima Parish in Meriden,
Conn., ChurchLoan has become a leader in Catholic project financing in
the United States and Canada. Through this program, we have $92 million
in loans to Catholic dioceses, parishes, schools, hospitals, orders and
other religious institutions. It is a critical tool that allows us to better serve
the Catholic community.

Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund
Our Order now offers Catholic institutions, councils and individuals a way
to direct their charitable giving more effectively. The Knights of Columbus
Charitable Fund sponsors donor-advised funds, allowing donors to make
possible potentially tax-deductible contributions that are safe, secure and
confidential. Like Asset Advisors, the Charitable Fund can only be used to
benefit groups and causes that are in line with Catholic values.
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Conclusion
The past year has been the most successful in the
history of our Order. Why? Because we embraced our
calling as Knights of Unity.
But we cannot rest as we look toward the future. To
be Knights of Unity means renewed efforts to recruit
a new generation of men into our Order. It means
rededicating ourselves to the defense of our Church
and her teachings.

56 2019 Annual Report of the Supreme Knight

WWi Ceremony, new haven, Conn. (Aaron Joseph)

As we continue to grow as Knights of Unity, we will
also grow in charity, fraternity and patriotism. It will
require courage and conviction from all the members
of our Order. More than anything, it will require faith
— faith that He who guided the hands and hearts of
our forebearers guides us still.
With firm reliance on that faith, we will go forward to
meet the challenges and needs of our time. That is
our mission as Knights of Columbus — and it is a
mission we gladly accept.
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Why We
Are Knights
There is much work to be done in the
world, and the Knights of Columbus are
doing that work every day. Good work.
Necessary work. Bringing assistance to the sick,
the disabled and families in need, protecting those
who can’t protect themselves — whether they are next
door or halfway around the world.
We do this not simply because we want to, but
because, as Catholic men, our faith reminds us it is our
moral obligation. For us, there is never a doubt about
that. We do it to be better husbands, fathers, sons,
neighbors and Catholics.
It’s one thing to say who you are, but another entirely
to live who you are and put your values into action.
Together, this fraternity of men strives to better
ourselves as we help improve the lives of others.
And we seek no accolades.
Our reward is the joy and satisfaction we receive every
time we see our faith at work.
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