September 2019

Squires Hold a

Beach Bash

INVOCATION

By Eladio Gonzalez, Freshman/Sophomore Education Specialist Counselor

S

quires Circle 3877, Christopher Columbus recruitment/retention and social events.
As the Chief Counselor for this outstanding
High School has the tradition of starting the
year with a dance the students call Beach group of young men, it is my honor to support
their continued efforts to serve our community!
Bash.
The dance is coordinated annually for the
school boys and all the girls that are interested in
attending.
This year over 2,200 teens attended this
celebration. There were bands in different
locations throughout the high school. Thanks to
goodness of God and many volunteer supervisors
the event was an overwhelming success!
The “Student Union” organizes the event, and
with their blessing, always welcomes our Squires
Circle, a Catholic service organization, to run the
concession stand. The Squires have water and soda
for sale to help raise funds for charities. The Circle
is responsible for all the logistics of preparation,
sale, and cleaning of their area of responsibility.
This year they acquired a profit of $1,957.00.
The amount collected from sales is an operating
fund specifically used for our Thanksgiving
activities helping the poor in the Miami area.
Our Circle 3877 membership meets weekly and
organizes monthly spiritual, service activities,
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Disaster Team Takes Action

A

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

s I write this article, we await the
arrival of Hurricane Dorian which is
forecast to make a significant impact
on our Brother Knights and their
families in the Bahamas as well as significantly
impact the Florida eastern coastline. Hopefully,
everyone has taken proper precaution and is well
prepared for the storms arrival, you should have
a 3-5 day supply of food and drinking water,
batteries and flashlights, storm radio, charging
capabilities for your cell phone, an emergency
contact plan and a safe place to ride out the storm.
Once the storm has passed through each of our
dioceses that are expected to be impacted and it is
declared safe to go out.
Our Disaster Response Team will be taking
action to assess the conditions and to mobilize
if and where necessary. Should an area have
significant damage, power loss and damage
to infrastructure, we will be looking at getting
assistance into the areas.
Our priorities are to assist Knights of Columbus
Families first, then Parish Families and then the
general community. Our Disaster Response
Teams have the capability of setting up food and
water distribution at strategic locations located all
along the eastern shores of Florida, Orlando and
Tampa areas, if necessary.
Once the storm passes, should it be necessary
to open up distribution centers the locations and
hours / days of operation will be posted on the
state website: floridakofc.org and will be sent to
all Grand Knights, District Deputies and Regional
Administrators.
DONATIONS: Regarding donations, due
to the difficulties in moving hard-goods and
the uncertainty of road conditions, storage and
distribution points, we ask that you do not send
hard-goods or take up collections of any materials,
rather to help the most, please consider taking up
collections of monetary donations.
The donations can be sent by check or money

order to Florida K of C
Charities, Inc. c/o Steve
Ring
8298 Spicebush
Terrace, Port St Lucie,
FL 34952-2625, 561248-9743,
steve@ringenterprises.com
mark
the memo line “Disaster
Relief” or you can use our
pay-pal system by going
Deputy Scott A.
to the state website: www. State
O’Connor and Mary
floridakofc.org and on
the Home page near the
bottom click on the Donate link.
Please keep all of our Knights of Columbus
Families in your prayers and as a suggestion, each
council may want to consider setting up assistance
teams to help Brother Knights, especially those
older members and those with special needs with
hurricane clean up around their property.
After seeing to the needs of Brother Knights,
check with your Pastor to see if there are
parishioners who may need assistance with things
like taking down storm panels, putting patio
furniture back out or general clean up around the
property. This is a great way to meet new people
and recruit potential Knights.
May God protect us and keep us all safe.
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A Commitment to Service

I

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

t was a hot, sunny and humid week in
Minnesota, the “Land of 10,000 Lakes”
(and 10 million mosquitos!), where, as
the recently re-cycled State Chaplain for
Florida, I attended the 137th Supreme Convention
of the Knights of Columbus. The spirit generated
by the gathering of so many like-minded Catholic
men and the lovely, exquisitely-executed liturgies
celebrated each day by nearly 100 Cardinals and
Bishops, along with an even greater number of
priests, convinced me the trip to Minneapolis
was truly worth the time and effort. What a great
week! 		
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson delivered his
“State of the Order” address on Tuesday afternoon
and held the audience in rapt attention, despite
its one-and-a-half-hour-plus delivery time. It
was supported with audio-visual accounts of the
various works of charity performed by many of
the nearly two million Knights from around the
world. Some of the stories behind these works are
absolutely amazing.
Founded in 1882 in New Haven, CT by the
Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney, the
Knights of Columbus has blossomed beyond the
United States to include such diverse countries
as Poland, Korea, France, Lithuania, Mexico,
Canada, Cuba, Ukraine, Guatemala and The
Philippines.
Though much has changed since Father
McGivney established our Order, the mission
remains the same. Our Order still empowers good
men to become great men! We grow the Order
as brothers, fathers, husbands, parishioners and
citizens, guided by the principles of charity, unity,
fraternity and patriotism.
Where there’s a need, you’ll find a Knight
lending a helping hand. There is no larger
organization for Catholic men in the world than
the K of C, and I find it to be the perfect men’s
group for any parish.
One of the guest speakers, the Patriarch of the
Syriac Catholics in Iraq, spoke of the atrocities

committed
against
Christians in his native
land by ISIS. He said
the Christian population
has been reduced to
less than 200,000 from
a rather healthy three
million before war. In
May, he noted, the British
government released a
State Chaplain Monsignor
terrifying report saying the Thomas Skindeleski
persecution of Christians
around the world is at
“near genocide levels.”
We see the crisis unfolding in the Middle East
where Christianity is on the verge of annihilation.
With the help of his brother Knights (the Patriarch
is a long-time member), he and his fellow bishops
are helping families return to rebuild their homes
as well as their heavily-damaged and destroyed
church buildings.
I was proud to learn at the convention how
Knights everywhere prove their commitment to
service, charity, generosity and kindness by putting
food on the tables of hungry families and coats
on the backs of poor kids; by providing the gift
of mobility through partnership with the Global
Wheelchair Mission; by stepping up in the wake of
natural disasters and by their major involvement in
Special Olympics since its inception 50 years ago.
They are in the forefront of the Respect Life
movement because of their commitment to promote
the Culture of Life. In the past 10 years they’ve
placed more than 1,000 ultrasound machines
in crisis pregnancy centers and they defend the
dignity of every person from conception to natural
death.
To have an even greater impact on our families
and parishes, the Knights have launched a new
spiritual program model that provides local
councils with an unprecedented number of
activities spread across the areas of Faith, Family,
Community and Life. It is called “Faith In Action.”
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Its purpose is to strengthen Catholic family life
— to build the domestic church.
In addition
to eloquent talks by the Supreme Knight, the
Supreme Convention also featured an excellent
homily by the host Archbishop, and a masterful
talk by Cardinal Collins focusing on soon-tobe saint, Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman
and Conscience. However, the highlight, as far as
I’m concerned, was an inspiring witness talk by
the father of Kendrick Castillo, a young hero and
aspiring Knight, who gave his life to protect his
classmates in a shooting incident this past Spring
at the Stems School in Colorado. Eight students
were injured in the shooting, but no others died
because Kendrick charged the assailant to save
his classmates’ lives one week before graduation.
The Knights voted unanimously to grant him
posthumous membership in the Order, and
presented his parents with the “Caritas Award,”

only the fourth such honor bestowed on a person
by the K of C. Before his untimely death,
Kendrick and his dad spent more than 2,500 hours
in community service with the Knights, showing
how much this young martyr admired their work.
His father and mother also demonstrated by their
excellent example all the wonderful things a
family can accomplish through great parenting,
working in concert with faith in God.
It’s my sincere hope that more pastors will
sponsor this great charitable man’s fraternal
organization and I pray that, with your
encouragement, more men in our parishes will
answer the call to become a Knight of Columbus
in the coming months.

Vivat Jesus!

Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and
come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of
you wishing to construct a tower does not first
sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is
enough for its completion?” (Gospel for Sept. 8,
Lk 14:27-28)

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to learn more
about the life of one of the martyrs and how he or
she was prepared to pay any price to follow Christ.
Second, I challenge you to participate in the Faith
in Action Into the Breach program or read Into the
n more than four decades as a priest and Breach on your own with a particular eye toward
bishop, I’ve been involved with building a how we can best prepare to carry our crosses.
number of new churches and schools. We
often start by “dreaming big.” Then reality Questions for Reflection:
What cross is Christ asking you to carry in
hits: What are we willing to spend? Jesus is asking
each of us a similar question about our life of faith. your life? Are you willingly taking up the cross
In our lifelong journey to become saints, are we and seeking to follow Christ or trying to avoid the
regularly sitting down to consider the cost and cross? In what concrete ways can you imitate the
fully prepare ourselves to pay it? My brothers, martyrs’ total commitment to Christ?
above all other things, may we always prepare
to carry our crosses and give our entire lives to
Christ.

I
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Conquer in the Sign of the Cross

F

By Former State Chaplain Reverand Salvatore Pignato

rom the first call of Abraham by God,
sacrifice of the lamb and the shedding of
it's blood was the acceptable sacrifice and
ritual of the worship of God. The shedding
of the blood was thought by the Hebrews to be the
animal's life force. In the shedding of the blood,
the Hebrews thought that life force was acceptable
to God. Moses told the Hebrews in Egypt to smear
the blood of the lamb on their doorpost so that the
angel of death would not harm them.
As the Prophets began to write about the
Messiah, the Psalmists also began to say that
"burnt offerings" were no longer acceptable to
God. The Prophets and Psalmists were beginning
to prepare the people for the coming of Christ, the
Messiah, and the shedding of His Blood as the
final acceptable Sacrifice to God in reparation for
the sin of Adam and Eve.
In the fullness of time Jesus was born and at
age thirty-three, Jesus put His Hands and Feet on
a cross and shed His Blood as the final acceptable
Sacrifice, freeing all humanity from the sin of
Adam and Eve and affording that humanity the
opportunity of eternal life.
A shameful piece of wood became the vehicle
of our salvation. The tree of the cross went from an

object of shame and fear
to a Cross venerated with
joy, awe and thankfulness.
The Cross conquered sin,
brought forgiveness to
humanity and became
holy.
We
celebrate
on
September
fourteenth
the Exaltation of the
Life-Giving Cross. In Former State Chaplain Rev.
Salvatore Pignato
the Eastern Church, the
image of the Cross is
always
accompanied
with the Greek letters IC-XC...IN THIS SIGN
CONQUER. As we prepare to celebrate this
great Feast, let us, as Knights, understand the
great historical significance of this Cross for our
salvation, and hold that Cross high in our ministry
as Knights. Let us understand the Spiritual Power
of this Cross and use that Power to make Christ
known to the world and to remind ourselves and
those we meet, that no matter what adversity we
encounter in this life, we will always conquer in
the SIGN OF THE CROSS

God bless you all

Buckets for Bahamas
Here is one way to help raise money for the Hurricane relief for the
Bahamas.

We will be encouraging all councils and assemblies to get the orange
buckets from Home-Depot (with lid) cut a slit in the lid and put the
label on the pail, then take it to council and assembly events, take it
to parishes (with permission) and wherever they can to collect for our
disaster relief. Once the bucket is full the council or assembly can
deposit the funds in their account then send a check to the Florida
K of C Charities, Inc. marked "Disaster Relief Fund". The proceeds
will be used to purchase the most needed items and shipped to the
Bahamas.
To get the Buckets for Bahamas graphics, email:
gahayek@bellsouth.net
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Reflection on the Supreme Convention

O

By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

n August 2nd my wife and I headed
up to Minneapolis, Minnesota for the
137th Annual Supreme Convention.
While we were there, we had the
opportunity to experience the “City Walk” which
consists of a network of covered walkways
connecting buildings in the downtown area.
It allows pedestrians to walk between these
buildings, including hotels, without going outdoors.
While the delegates and officers who attended the
convention were spread out in three different hotels
we didn’t feel separated because of “City Walk”
which made us feel like we were in one big hotel.
The convention began on a Saturday with a
welcome Mass celebrated in the Basilica of Saint
Mary’s. What a beautiful basilica! As the Bishop
of Minnesota reminded Bishop Lori, this was
the first basilica constructed in the United States.
Celebrating mass in this historic structure got the
convention off to a great start. The remainder of
the masses were celebrated in the convention
center, and I hope all knights took advantage of the
opportunity to view them live on EWTN or see the
replays on YouTube.
From my perspective, the biggest highlights of
the Convention were the Masses and seeing our
very own Deacon Paul Koppie PSD participate in
all of them, including proclaiming the Gospel of
Christ at the final Mass. Another highlight was the
States Dinner where all Florida delegates sang our
state song and had the opportunity to listen
to songs representing all other states and
jurisdictions.
It was a truly great experience to interact
with and get to know others from other
jurisdictions like Georgia, New York,
Minnesota, Vermont, Nevada and Utah, as
well as those representing Canada, Poland,
and Luzon in the Philippines.
As I was sitting in the back of the room
during the final business session with
Florida Master Charlie McLaughlin and
Vice Supreme Master Robert Anderson, we

reflected on the previous
days and how ironic it
was for the Convention
to be held in Minneapolis.
Even though it took three
hotels to house all the
delegates and officers, we
felt a strong sense of unity
because of the walkways
leading to the Convention
Secretary Robert
Center where we all State
Urrutia and Lucille
gathered as one.
The convention drew
Knights of Columbus members from all over the
world, yet we had one walkway leading us to our
religious beliefs.We can also view the three hotels as
representing Membership, Charity, and Programs.
These require a “walkway” in the form of a
Council to perform the work of many. Membership
is important for the survival of the organization;
Charity is the work we do for those in need of
assistance, and Programs make Membership and
Charity come together with a plan.
We are now into the third month of our new
fraternal year. Has your council launched “Building
the Domestic Church” at your church? Has there
been a Delta Church drive for you to become
involved in? Please contact a state officer if you
need assistance in getting these programs started
in your area.
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Invite a Catholic Gentleman

T

By State Warden Michael Gizewski

oday is the day to invite another Catholic
gentleman to become a member of the
greatest organization on the planet. It’s
a selfless organization established to
assist widows and orphans that has never wavered
from its main goal which is to protect others.
Among these goals are to help the helpless,
to feed the homeless, to bring warmth to people
who are cold, to bring wheelchairs to those who
cannot walk, to distribute Tootsie Rolls to raise
funds for the intellectually challenged and to
support life instead of trying to take it away.
This organization is the Knights of Columbus, the
men of Christ. Considering all the good deeds it
performs, who would not want to be a part of this
wonderful organization?
When you invite a Catholic man to join the
Knight of Columbus, you are giving him an
opportunity to become a better man, a better
husband, a better father and a better Catholic.
Who can say no to this?
In asking a man to
become a Knight, I hope you seize the opportunity
to invite him to become a friend or even part of
your family. Everyone needs a new friend and
recruiting others to join the K of C is a great way
to get this done.

What is the best way
to convince a brother to
become a member of the
Knights of Columbus?
The answer is “by your
actions!”
St. Francis
of Assisi instructs us to
always preach the Gospel
but to use words only
when necessary.
Warden Michael
In the context of State
Gizewski and Lisa
recruiting someone to the
Knights of Columbus,
actions do speak louder than words. These
“actions” can refer to the way we carry ourselves,
the clothing we wear and how proud we are to wear
our Knights of Columbus shirts and emblems.
Whenever someone asks you about our shirts
and emblems always respond by saying you are
proud to wear them because they identify you as
a member of a Catholic, charitable organization
known as the Knights of Columbus. Then go
on to close the deal by telling the prospect: “We
would love to have you become a member. You
are exactly what we are looking for.”

Delegates to the 2019 Convention

Delegates:

Danny McIntyre
Angel Luis Gonzales Rivera
Deacon Paul Koppie PSD
Robert Dytkowski
Michael Deering
Austin Scott
Scott O’Connor State Deputy
Donald Kahrer Jr. IPSD
Doug Blair
Michael Schmidt

Non Delegates:

Robert Urrutia State Secretary
Mike Gizewski State Warden
Charlie McLaughlin Master
Robert Anderson VSM
Msgr. THomas Skindeleski State Chaplain
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Council Prepares for Hurricanes

In June Council 8086 conducted a Hurricane Preparedness seminar which was coordinated by the Community Service Director
for the Council. It was well attended by over 130 parishioners.
The participants had the opportunity to sign up to have the
Knights of Council 8086 assist them in preparing their homes for
a possible Hurricane.
Well sure enough Dorian arrived. Knights of the Council completed putting up shutters and plywood to over 50 elderly and
disabled homes of parishioners in the parish.

In the recently issued pocket calendar, there was an error on the calendar dates for the month of August, 2020. Please make a
note of the dates, the correct day/date is as follows:
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Planning Your Food for Families Drive

T

By Public Relations Director Joe Purka

hanksgiving is a time when we give
thanks for our blessings and our
abundance. Yet, many children and
families throughout Florida often go
to bed hungry. The reasons may vary from low
income to homeless families, but regardless of the
cause, there simply isn’t enough food.
Since 2012, the Knights of Columbus have
collected more than 21.5 million pounds of food
and donated $10.7 million for soup kitchens
and other food programs. Is Thanksgiving an
opportune time for your Council to conduct a
parish-wide Food for Families program?
Conducting a parish-wide program is easier
than you think. First, discuss the idea with your
pastor to obtain his support. Second, contact the
local food bank or food pantry and inform them of
your intentions. Confirm with them the day they
need the food items in order to distribute them
to needy families in time for Thanksgiving. In
some cases they may have a need or preference
for certain items, such as canned sweet potatoes or
cranberry sauce.
Next, plan for weekly parish bulletin
announcements for the four weeks prior, and a
few pulpit announcements that the pastor, the
deacon or a council representative could make at
all Masses. In addition, include information about
the drive on your council and parish websites and
Facebook pages.
During those four weeks, ensure there are
appropriately-labeled collection boxes in the
Narthex or other location designated by the pastor,
and have a few Knights available after the last
Mass on Sunday to collect and store the items
prior to delivery to the food bank.
The pastor may also agree to a special collection
designated for that particular food bank. Some
people may prefer writing a check to bringing
food items to church. Either way, we are helping
those who need our help the most.

Once all the items are collected, deliver the
food and cash to the designated food bank.
Immediately after your program is finished,
complete the Food for Families Refund and Plaque
Application (#10057) and Fraternal Programs
Report Form (#10784). Remember to provide
proper documentation with form #10057, such as
a donation receipt or letter from a food assistance
organization detailing your donation.
Keep in mind that for each $500 or 1,000 pounds
of food donated to a food pantry, Supreme will
refund $100 to the council. In addition, council
must contribute a minimum of 100 total manhours in the collection delivery and distribution of
the food.
In Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus says “I was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink…. whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me.”
Thanksgiving and Christmas are times when
the demand on food banks and food pantries is
the highest. Let your council lead in eliminating
hunger in your area.
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W

Special Olympics

ith fall approaching and cooler
temperatures
returning,
the
number of Special Olympics
sports events is increasing. That
means the number of opportunities to participate as
Knights increases as well. From golf to bocce, and
bowling to paddleboarding, the need for support
remains high.
Let’s talk about what we mean by support for a
minute. Oftentimes there is a misconception that in
order to support Special Olympics one must have
played, coached or otherwise been involved in
organized sports. While that could be helpful if you
want to continue in those roles, it’s not necessary. I
helped with the bicycle races at the Volusia County
Summer games along with some members of our
council.
The races were around a parking lot where the
athletes had to make 4 left turns onto various roads
to complete a loop. We were stationed at each turn
to aid any athlete that might not make the corner
and crash. Luckily no one crashed so it was an
uneventful morning. But as athletes passed each
turn we would cheer them on, invariably bringing
smiles to their faces and a look of determination as
they gained energy from our cheers.
It’s impossible not to see how much the
sports mean to the athletes, and the smiles are a
manifestation of the joy they receive from being
able to participate in the various events.
In every event the energy from cheers, clapping
and shouts of encouragement are all that are
necessary to support these special athletes. The
families also appreciate the interest and support
provided by the presence of Knights. Beyond that,
there are many opportunities to support the athletes.
Many sports have unified teams whereby
a Knight and an athlete are paired together to
play a team sport such as bocce. In fact, leagues
specifically for the Knights and athletes are
being planned for the near future. Scorekeeping,
refereeing and coaching are all skills that are also
welcome.

With that said, there is a specific ask of the
Knights from Special Olympics Florida. Because
of the growth in the number of athletes in their
programs they are $20,000 short in their softball
budget. They’ve reached out to the Florida State
Council to see if we can help cover the shortfall.
I’ll be working with the Regional Administrators,
District Deputies and Grand Knights to reach out to
councils for participation. With over 300 councils
we’re setting a goal of $75/council to reach the
$20,000 goal.
In return, the FSC will have an extensive presence
at the Special Olympic games in November at
Disney’s ESPN Wide World of Sports:
• The Knights Of Columbus honored at Disney’s
Wide World Of Sports November 15-16, 2019
• The Knights help run Softball Skills at State
Games November 15-16 (20 Knights) needed.
• Knights Of Columbus banners to be apparent
at Area Games statewide (Softball Skills) Late
September
• Social Media blast
• Other PR opportunities to help promote the
Knights.
This is a major step forward both in our
relationship with Special Olympics Florida and the
exposure that the Knights receive. Knights will be
selected to participate at the State Games based on
several criteria including the council’s support for
the softball program and fundraising participation.
This is also a great opportunity to meet athletes/
sponsors to recruit and participate in the Athlete in
Every Council program.
Working with Special Olympics is always
exciting and rewarding. Whether it’s the love and
gratitude expressed by the athletes, or participating
in the sporting or fundraising events, positive
energy abounds. Be sure to contact the Special
Olympics County Director in your area to see how
you can be involved. And you can reach me at
flkofcdd72@gmail.com.
To see pictures of the Golf event please click
www.kofcfoto.website
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Knights Helping Knights

O

n Friday evening, August 16th, 2019,
as the State Deputy, State Treasurer,
Supreme VP Hispanic Development
and the Executive Membership
Director were driving to Miami to put on our
first rally, I got a call from Mark Hofmann, the
State Deputy of Georgia. He informed me that
SK Royal York, the Georgia State Warden's father
had passed away. His father lived in Florida (Belle
Glade area) and wanted to know if Florida Knights
could attend his wake and funeral.
The issue was that the wake was the following
day, August 17th, and the Funeral was Monday,
August 19th. After figuring out exactly where
the funeral home was located, we got our State
Warden (who lived the closest) to get involved.
He got Angel Louis Rodriguez Riviera to arrange
the call out.
SK William Sodan (Assembly 3299), SK
Angel Luis Rodriguez- Rivera (Assembly 2709),
and SK William Coicou, Vice Marshall Assembly
3698, answered the call and stood guard during
the Wake. Assembly 2709 PFN Martin Farraher,
PFN Bob Cataldo and PFN Angel Luis Rodriguez-

Rivera presented the Certificate of Condolence to
Mrs. Mary York, the wife our deceased brother
Knight and to Worthy Georgia state Warden
Kevin York.
On August 15th, the father-in-law of Ed
Sleyzak Florida Communication Director, passed
away. SK Ed Diedo was 99, a WWII veteran and
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a SK, having received his 4th Degree at the age
of 91. SK Ed Diedo had made arrangements to
be buried in Michigan where he spent most of
his life. After having a funeral Mass at St. John
Vianney, he was flown up and had another wake
as well funeral Mass at Father Solanus Center
with burial at the Holy Sepulchre Cemetery with
full Military honors. After reaching out to the
Michigan State Knights of Columbus, there were
7 Knights as Honor Guards at the viewing and
rosary. Word had gotten out and the Grand Knight

of his Council showed up, as well as members of
the Council who had known him for years.
Both of these events occurred in different parts
of the country but yet have the same meaning.
As Knights it is an honor and a privilege to pay
respects to a fallen Brother and to show support
to the family. I know for myself the event that
took place for my father-in-Law and the support
I received from Brother Knights in another
Jurisdiction, who only knew I was a Knight, was
extremely touching to me.

Family of the Month

Family of the Month Council Participation List for July 2019

2376,4727,5635,5869,6032,6584,7027,7667,8012,8085,10201,10626,10663,11497,13139,13307,133
41,13571,13654,14084,15332,16236
Family of the Month Council Winner List for July 2019
2376 Alejandro Hermida
6032 Charles Jones

8086 Paul McNamara

11497 Thomas Moore
15332 Paul Turner

16236 Phil Colamarino

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

13

INVOCATION

Disaster Response Program

T

he newly initiated State Disaster
Response Program officially became
a Florida State Council program on
July 1, 2019. An initiative begun by the
Supreme Council this year, each State Council must
take the program and adapt it as it best suits their
jurisdiction, and its unique climate and conditions.
In Florida, “Hurricane Central”, our primary focus
is on hurricane disaster relief/response.

which are for use by Regional Administrators,
District Deputies, and Grand Knights, to be
submitted to their Diocesan Disaster Response
Coordinator.
Phone Tree Contact Results Form: This form
is for a GK or DD that has identified a Knight/
family/widow that needs assistance. It gives some
particulars on what is needed.
Skills Bank Form: This form is used to identify
volunteers
offering their skills and equipment
State Disaster Response Chairman
during recovery operations. It should go to the
Ronald Winn rlwinn1951@gmail.com
Diocesan Coordinator for inclusion in his file,
(850) 712-8935
and used to assign work to the volunteer. It can be
FORMS
routed through the DD and/or RA, or directly to
We are in the height of our hurricane season, the Coordinator.
and there are two Disaster Response Team forms
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The following facilities are established as possible distribution/storage and
staging points within the Florida Jurisdiction.
The list below is arranged from south to north
along the eastern coast of Florida, the most likely
areas to be affected:
Key Contacts: 1. State Deputy Scott A.
O’Connor (305) 790-2041 or (954) 433-5997
scottaoconnor@gmail.com 2. Ron Winn, State
Disaster Response Chairman 850-712-8935
rlwinn1951@gmail.com 3. State Secretary Rob
Urrutia, urrutia_25@msn.com 863-420-2248
Alt: 407-486-7883 and 4. Deacon Paul Koppie,
PSD, pmkoppie@verizon.net 727-7852684.
ESTABLISHED DISTRIBUTION / STAGING
POINTS:

1. Miami/Dade – Currently not expected to
be in the impact zone however, General Program
Director, Lorenzo A. Rodriguez, 11350 SW 26th
Street, Miami, FL 33165-2256 / lorenzo_rdz@
comcast.net 305-220-3840 Cel: 786-4885714. Has
a list of potential distribution points if necessary,
he also has contacts for the county.
2. Broward County – to Palm Beach. State
Deputy Scott O’Connor lives approximately 20
miles west of the beach at Hollywood Florida,
this is just on the edge of the impact zone.
Scottaoconnor@gmail.com C – 305-790-2041
Land
954-433-5997. A distribution point is available
at Council Hall No. 3080 (Fort Lauderdale Council)
3999 N. Dixie Highway, Fort Lauderdale, FL
33334. Contact is Austin Scott, State Membership
Director C – 954-655-9183 coaches@gmail.com
3. Palm Beach County – St. Vincent Ferrer
Council is located at the parish center. This is
located at 840 George Bush
Blvd., Delray Beach, FL 33483. State Chaplain
Msgr. Thomas Skindeleski, Pastor Office 561276-6892 C – 561350-8896 frtom@bellsouth.
net This will be used as a distribution and storage
/ staging site if needed. In addition, Michael
Gizewski, State Warden lives in the area and will
be available to assist with this location. Michael
can be reached at 9292 Pineville dr., lake worth,

FL 33467, mpgizewski@gmail.com 561-6672421 Alt: 561-540-1632.
4. Orlando area – St. Nicholas Catholic
Church, 5135 W. Sand Lake Road, Orlando, FL
32819. Fr. Salvatore Pignato, Diocesan Chaplain
for the Eastern Church is the Pastor, C-407351-0133 stnicholascatholicchurch@cfl.rr.com
The church facility can be used as a staging and
distribution point if necessary. In addition, the
State Secretary, Rob Urrutia lives in the area and
will be a key contact, should communications be
lost with the State Deputy and State
Disaster Coordinator (Ron Winn). Rob Urrutia
339 Whisper Ridge Loop, Davenport, FL 33897,
863-420-2248 or 407-486-7883 / Urrutia_25@
msn.com
5. Jacksonville – St. Warden Michael
Gizewski has offered a facility he owns to be
used as a distribution and staging site if necessary.
Contact: mpgizewski@gmail.com 561-667-2421
Alt: 561-540-1632.
6. Bahamas – Archbishop Patrick Pinder
is the key contact for Nassau – send email to
rcchancery@batelnet.bs. The other contact
for Freeport Grand Bahamas, is Regional
Administrator Arnold Neely: arnoldneely42@
gmail.com 242359-5327.
7. Tampa / St. Petersburg area – Contact
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD, 1550 Wexford Dr N.,
Palm Harbor, FL 346836229, pmkoppie@verizon.
net 727-785-2684. Note: Deacon Paul has stated
that if needed he could probably arrange use of
his parish facilities for distribution. However, it is
unlikely that this would be needed for this storm.
Deacon Paul should be considered another key
contact if needed.
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INVOCATION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rausch

rwrasch@earthlink.net

INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication
provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ken
Nelson at kenjnelson@icloud.com or S/K Joseph DeStefano
at destefano819@yahoo.com to submit articles, photographs,
comments, or questions.
STATE PHOTOGRAPHER

Harry Rother Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and
Let Your Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

STATE WARDEN

Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Austin E. Scott

coachaes@gmail.com
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com
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