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Protecting the Unborn

he Florida Conference of Catholic
Bishops appreciates and shares the
intent of “heartbeat” bills” to protect
the life of the unborn. While the
Conference would not oppose these bills, it also
does not expect to support this legislation in
Florida during the 2020 legislative session.
These bills are not in effect elsewhere and
Florida has a rather unique set of challenges on
abortion policy. Based on state case law, Florida
provides a broader right to abortion than found
in the federal constitution and this would remain
the case even if the decision in Roe v. Wade were
reversed tomorrow.
This is the result of the 1989 case In re: TW, in
which the Florida Supreme court interpreted that
the privacy clause in our state constitution provides
a fundamental right to abortion. Consequently,
laws that have been upheld by the U.S. Supreme
Court, such as requiring parental consent prior to a

prior to a minor’s abortion and the law requiring a
is currently being considered by our state courts.
Knights can familiarize themselves more with
Florida’s unique situation in passing abortionrelated laws by viewing a couple of resources
on the Catholic Conference website. A brochure
entitled The Privacy Clause: Unique Challenges
in Overcoming Abortion in Florida and an
accompanying video are available at: https://
Anyone who would like to discuss these issues
further, can contact Ingrid Delgado, Associate
Director for Social Concerns and Respect Life
for the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops,

period prior to abortion, have been stricken by our
state courts.
Again, the Conference shares the goal of ending
abortion, but it is vital to focus on legislation
that can withstand a constitutional challenge
and be implemented in order to save lives. The
best strategic step to do that in Florida is by
supporting legislation requiring parental consent
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Our Mission to Evangelize
By State Deputy Scott O'Connor
rother Knights and Families, the
Florida Delegation is on its way to
attend the 137th Supreme Convention,
in Minneapolis Minnesota.
Every
convention is unique; however, there are many
traditions and common themes that occur including
the opportunity to celebrate Mass with Brother
Knights and their families from around the globe.
I hope that all of you at some point in your
lives get the opportunity to attend a Supreme
Convention. It truly makes you aware of the huge
difference the Order makes in so many lives, from
our support of Citizens with Disabilities, to rebuilding cities in war-torn regions of the middle
east. We as Knights of Columbus do so much
good in the world and we seldom stop to take
credit for the work. We just continue to carry on.
The opening Mass is traditionally one of the
highlights of the Convention. “To witness in
person the procession containing hundreds of
priests, bishops, archbishops and cardinals is truly
an amazing opportunity and to hear the beautiful
sounds of the choir, who are from the Shrine
dedicated to Mary at the Catholic University,
Washington D.C. makes the experience even more
memorable.”
You can watch the opening Mass live on
EWTN television, with rebroadcasts in the late
hours. Coverage begins on Tuesday with the
broadcast of the opening Mass and continues
with the State of the Order address by Supreme
Knight Carl A. Anderson. The EWTN coverage
also includes interviews with the hierarchies of the
Rebroadcast of the main events will be available
on YouTube. One of the key topics this year is
anticipated to be the new Faith in Action program,
which we are all implementing throughout our
jurisdictions.
This program extends an invitation to all
Knights of Columbus members and their families
to renew their personal invitation to live out the

calling of their faith, the
call to service of their
neighbor, and to answer
the age-old question “Am
I my brother’s keeper?”
As the Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson said, “If we
can’t meet young Catholic
men where they are, they
will go somewhere else.
Deputy Scott A.
And in this era, it is too State
O’Connor and Mary
easy to go somewhere else
when we need them to be
home — home in the Catholic Church, home in
their parishes, and home with their families.”
The Faith in Action model takes into account
the changing society that we live in and recognizes
that younger modern families are looking for
something that allows them to conduct their busy
lives but at the same time share and grow in their
faith together. Our program recognizes this need
and allows us to come together to share our faith, to
work together in building up our communities, to
defend life in all stages, to help those with special
needs and to work within our parish communities
to help build up the Church.
As we continue our mission of offering
membership in our Order to every practical
Catholic man over the age of 18, we should also
remember that evangelization is one of our duties.
When you encounter a man interested in joining,
but not a practical Catholic, do not just walk
away! This may be a great opportunity to help
someone with their spiritual life. Try inviting them
to attend Mass with you. Then if they take you
up on it, introduce them to your pastor or a priest.
Let them know about the RCIA program and if
they are interested, consider sponsorship. Many a
convert has become a dedicated Knight; you never
know where the next opportunity will come from.

Vivat Jesus
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A Chaplain's Role
By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
ear Brother Knights, it is a joy and a
privilege to be “back-in-the-saddle”
again as State Chaplain. I thank all
the men who welcomed me back at
the recent organizational meeting, starting with
our Worthy State Deputy, Scott O’Connor. There
were several familiar faces at the gathering in
Orlando, and I enjoyed meeting them and many of
the new DDs (District Deputies).
One of the important roles of the DD is to
maintain contact with the Council Chaplains as
well as the Diocesan Chaplain. The Diocesan
Chaplain usually knows the priests in their
diocese, including Pastors and Council Chaplains
(with a few exceptions), and he should have
easy access to them should a need arise, e.g., the
serious illness or death of a Knight or a member
of his family; the possibility of smoothing out
some misunderstanding between brother Knights,
or the resolution of situations when the priest and
certain areas of church or Council business.
These are very human situations that require
the mediation and spiritual insights that may be
needed to head off potential problems. As you
well know, we priests are a different breed, and
have our own weaknesses and foibles, too.
The chaplain (Council or Diocesan) as a result
of his priestly ordination, serves as a guiding light
for the Knights, provides spiritual direction when
needed, reconciles sinners, offers the Eucharist
and anoints the sick and dying. That is why our
founder, Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney,
established the role of a Priest-Chaplain for each
Council, whether it be the Pastor, or an Associate
of his, or one of his priest-delegates. Deacons, as
valuable as they are in Church ministry, cannot
exercise some of these special clerical roles
that come only as a result of priestly ordination.
Deacons, however, can serve as spiritual guides or
advisors for a Council or Round Table, especially
when the Chaplain is unable to attend council
educational role.

The input between
DDs and the Diocesan
Chaplain can also provide
ideas for ways of gaining
new insights to gather
more
members
into
the Knights, especially
through our regional
spiritual activities. These
occasions are wonderful
State Chaplain Monsignor
opportunities for our Thomas Skindeleski
fraternity to participate
in religious services as
a corporate body or group, wearing some type

So, if a problem or need comes up within the
Council that requires the intervention or services
of a priest, please don’t call the State Chaplain
directly, but instead contact the local Council
Chaplain. If he is unavailable, then the next level
is to reach out to the Diocesan Chaplain. He, in
turn, may call upon the State Chaplain (if further
input is needed) or he may refer the situation to his
bishop. It’s the State Chaplain’s role to maintain
contact the Diocesan Chaplains and bishops on
spiritual matters that affect the Knights.
Miami – Msgr. Gregory Wielunski:
(305) 762-1161
Nassau – Rev. Reginald Demeritte:
(242) 336-2678
St. Augustine – Rev. Christopher Ligouri:
(904) 768-2593
Orlando (TBD);
Palm Beach – Msgr. Tom Skindeleski:
(561) 350-8896
Pensacola -Tallahassee - Rev. John F. Kelly;
(850) 939-3020
St. Petersburg - Rev. Timothy Cummings:
(813) 961-3023
Venice: Rev. Robert Kantor:
(239) 592- 1949
Eastern Rite – Rev. Sal Pignato
(407) - 351- 0133
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How We Can Live Our Catholic Faith
By Bishop William Wack
reetings in the Lord. I am honored
to write this short column for the
monthly newsletter, as it allows me the
opportunity both to thank you for your
witness and service among us, and to exhort you
to continue to build up our beloved Church.
I have been a Knight since my days as a student
at Notre Dame. I joined because I was grateful
for the support given to me and my brothers in
the seminary by the Knights of Columbus on
both the state and local levels. I remained active
in the Knights because of the men who became
my brothers and showed me how to be a faithful
and courageous Catholic in the world.
As pastor of a parish with a very active council,
I was thrilled to witness the participation of the
Knights in nearly every aspect of the parish life.
Now as a bishop, I am truly grateful for all that
you do to support me and my brother priests in our
daily service to the people of God.
Hurricane Michael roared through the
Panhandle (right down the middle of the Diocese
of Pensacola-Tallahassee) on October 10, 2018,
causing a tremendous amount of destruction and
misery. One of our churches was a total loss, and
several others were badly damaged, along with a
school and a great deal of property. A few hours
after the winds died down, local Knights were on
the scene to help with recovery and rescue.
In the coming days, major relief operations
were set up on our church grounds, bringing
water, food, diapers, tarps, cleaning supplies,
and anything else that was desperately needed by
service of so many.
A few weeks after the storm, Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson came to our diocese with words of
support and a very large gift of money. Although
this was a dramatic example of great need, it
is indicative of the generosity and faith of the
Knights of Columbus.

Besides jumping in and
helping where needed,
how can we live our
Catholic Faith well today?
I believe there are two
important actions that we
could take: First, we must
be witnesses to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
As Pope St. John Paul
II said so many times, Bishop William Wack
‘Be not afraid!’ Show the
world what it means to
be a man of faith, a man who follows the Lord
and wants to serve his brothers and sisters. Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI and Pope Francis often
remind us that evangelization is best done not by
convincing someone to believe, but by showing
them the joy that comes from being a believer.
Secondly, we Knights can dedicate ourselves
to bringing about unity in the Church and in the
world. God knows we are a divided nation and
bring us all together, we can do our part to heal
the Body of Christ through loving service in our
parish and in our communities.
Rather than join in when people around us seem
to want to divide and tear others down, we can and
should build others up – especially those who are
most in need of assistance and love.
My brothers, I am proud to be among you in the
Church and in Florida. Thank you for all that you
do for and with us. Be assured of my prayers for
you and your families. Vivat Jesus!

God bless you

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

5

INVOCATION

An Awesome Responsibility
n July 1, 2019, all my dreams and
So as I go through
aspirations of serving my fellow man this new experience
as the Florida State
was put around my neck, I realized Warden, I ask for your
what an awesome responsibility was placed upon help, your kindness, your
me. I promise I will not take it lightly. I believe understanding, and most
that we all are worth it. In today's society, it of all your compassion.
almost seems upside down and backwards. We And I ask you to give me
all are good men doing good works in the name of these things through your
God. You should never take it for granted and you prayers. Lisa and I will State Warden Michael
should never be ashamed of it.
never forget your trust in Gizewski and Lisa
We are Catholic and we are Knights of us and we will try to never
Columbus which are exactly the same. We stand disappoint you in anyway.
for the weak, the oppressed and the helpless. We We understand that God is good and we hope that
stand for the weak in Special Olympics, We stand you understand that God is good. And always
for the oppressed in Coats for Kids and Food for remember that God is good all the time.
Families. And we stand for the helpless in our
Humbly yours, Willing to work.
Right to Life Initiatives.

St. Joseph's Council 2505 presented a check for $4,000 to Noah’s
Ark which empowers people with developmental disabilities by
advocating on their behalf. They provide or facilitate meaningful
employment, recreational, social opportunities and affordable

housing choices. They raised the money through the Knights of
Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive at the Church and 4 different Publix
locations.
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
“Gird your loins and light your lamps and be
like servants who await their master’s return from
a wedding, ready to open immediately when he
comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants
(Gospel for Aug. 11, Lk 12:35-37)
emper Paratus — Latin for “always ready”
— is the motto of the U.S. Coast Guard,
but it also could serve as a motto for you
and me in the Christian life. In this Gospel
passage, Jesus calls us to constant vigilance. My
brothers, whether it’s day or night, we cannot
allow our perimeter to be breached by any of the
powerful temptations to anger, possessions, lust or
other sins. Tomorrow is not guaranteed to any of
us. You and I can recall someone whose sudden
death reminds us that we do not know when we

simple examination of conscience at the end of
each day before going to bed. I also challenge you
to watch with vigilance with your council through
the Faith in Action Holy Hour program, or by
spending some time in Eucharistic adoration on
your own.

thing you do each day? In this age of distraction,
are there ways you can sharpen your vigilance
and focus to better pay attention to what is truly
important? Did examining your conscience daily
help increase your vigilance in your life?

vigilant on his arrival!
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to exercise daily
vigilance through the time-tested practice of a

Are You A Member?
he Father Michael J. McGivney Guild cause for canonization and are invited to
serves as a source for
participate in promoting devotion
information about the life,
to this Servant of God. Members
works and spirituality of Father
of the Knights of Columbus are not
McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Father Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular
To join the Guild, register online at:
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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Quarterly Homeless Expedition

ouncil 10055, San Marcelino Champagnat, four homeless enclaves. There, they distributed
embarked on its quarterly caravan with food, snacks, toiletries, blankets, and other items
donated by members of the council and other
of downtown Miami. Early on the morning of entities in town. This is a standing practice of the
Saturday 13th, after receiving the blessing from our council and is done at least every three months.
Chaplain Father Oscar Perez, a group of Knights The items for distribution vary with blankets and
and their wives and teenage sons and daughters clothing replacing toiletries in the winter months.
departed from the parking lot of the church to
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Outnumbered: My Experience As
A Pro-Life Physician
By Modesto Sanchez-Torres MD, Council 14212
reetings Brother Knights. This article
and future successive articles will cover
the plight of the unborn. In this series
of articles we will review my early and
continuing personal experience as a Physician;
the origins of abortion on demand, the response
of devout Catholics, our Holy Mother church and
our order the Knights of Columbus; how science,
natural law, and Catholic teaching supports the

was contradicting the very information she
was teaching and conveying to her young eager
medical students.
During my years in medical school I had
numerous debates on issues dealing with the
unborn. The main cause of this being that I was
one of three students who were Pro-Life in a class
of one hundred. I was always amazed on how
disputatious my fellow students were.
They always used legal arguments while
legislation.
ignoring the science. For example, as early as
From a personal standpoint, the protection eight weeks a newborn has a fetal heart rate and
of the unborn is dear to my heart as a devout
Catholic, a Knight of Columbus, and a Physician.
As a Diagnostic Radiologist with a specialty in
As a Respect Life Physician, unfortunately, I am Obstetrical ultrasound, over the years I have read
thousands of newborn ultrasounds. In the past and
in the present I am always amazed at the Divine
Handiwork of God. This is my inspiration for my
embryology.
involvement in the Respect Life movement.
After a lecture on organogenesis (the formation
The next article will focus on how we got here
of the fetal organs at 8 weeks of gestation) I was and the origins of abortion on demand. As always I
amazed by the fact that at eight weeks all the encourage your feedback, personal experiences, or
major organ systems in the fetus are formed. After other comments. You can email me at drmodd74@
the lecture I approached my professor to ask a gmail.com.
question. It was then that I was surprised to learn
she was pro-choice and did not believe a fetus was
a living being.
Needless to say I was dumbfounded and
quickly experienced cognitive dissonance. I
could not believe this, here was a scientist that

Family of the Month
Council Winners
Florida 3080 Phil Lynch
Florida 7667 Ellis Boudreaux Jr.
Florida 8791 Eddy Ho
Florida 10484 Robert Shea

Council Participation
FL 3080
FL 5667
FL 7667
FL 8012
FL 8791
FL 10484
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Diocese of Venice Celebrates 35th Anniversary

n the 35 years since St. Pope John Paul II
created the Diocese of Venice in Florida,
there has been tremendous growth and
increased outreach to the faithful, and as
a result the response from the people has been
inspirational.
In 1984 the 10-county Diocese split from
pieces of the Archdiocese of Miami and the
Dioceses of Orlando and St. Petersburg. Since
then the Diocese has more than doubled its
Catholic population. To respond to the growing
pastoral needs of the faithful, 22 parishes were
founded, along with three Catholic Schools and
overall focus on STREAM (Science, Technology,
Religion, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics), while
also creating the Institute for Catholic Studies and
Formation.
The continued generosity of the faithful within
Appeal which has more than doubled in recent
years allowing the Diocese to evangelize in new
and exciting ways. In addition, the Catholic
Community Foundation of Southwest Florida
annually distributes more than $1.5 million in
support of schools, parishes and Catholic Charities
throughout the Diocese thanks to those who have
already established their Catholic legacies through
the Foundation.

The generosity within the Diocese also comes
from the Knights of Columbus, through various
Councils and Assemblies, which have helped
purchase 15 new ultrasound machines for area prolife pregnancy resource facilities. And this year,
the Knights within the Diocese also combined to
raise $250,000 to purchase of Mobile Medical
Clinic to be used in the area. Knights have also
been instrumental in the response to disaster,
stepping up not just in donations but physically
helping those in need after Hurricanes Charley
and Irma which ravaged Southwest Florida.
Across the Diocese spiritual growth has been
evidenced with new churches, halls and rectories
the faithful. Upgrades and new buildings on school
campuses have also been added. Over the years,
construction also included affordable housing and
most recently for migrant farm workers and lowincome seniors in Arcadia.
Bishop Frank J. Dewane is the second Ordinary
of the Diocese, having taken on the reins in 2007
following the retirement of Bishop John J. Nevins.
Both Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, the two
holy men brought unique qualities in service to the
faithful of Southwest Florida.
Bishop Nevins helped start many of the programs
which exist today, setting up a strong foundation
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for the Catholic Church
in Southwest Florida.
Bishop Dewane has
continued by building
upon this legacy, making
the Diocese a shining
example of outreach to
the faithful, including
families, youth, young
adults and the growing
Hispanic and Haitian
population through the
and Hispanic Apostolate.
During
the
35th
Anniversary
of
the
Diocese, the faithful are
encouraged to attend
Blessed by the faithful with their continued
annual favorites such as the Men’s, Women’s
commitment
of time, talent and treasure, the
and Scripture Conferences, the Youth Rally, as
Bishop, priests, deacons, and religious of the
wedding anniversaries. All these and many more Diocese of Venice will continue to serve the
people of God for years to come.
spiritual events help grow closer to the Lord.
Visit
www.dioceseofvenice.org
for
a
comprehensive list of all Diocesan events,
including the newest, a Mass for Widows and
Widowers.

Pictures from our State Photographer
uring the weekend of July 19-21, the
Deputies met in Orlando to kick off the
2019-2020 Fraternal year. The District Deputies
heard presentations from all the Directors from
the State as well as Damien O'Connor, Supreme
Representative, during these 2 days.
The information that was talked about and
along to their respective Councils during their
regional and District meeting in the coming
months.
On Saturday after the Vigil Mass given by

State Chaplain Monsignor Tom Skindeleski,
the new DDs were installed by the State Deputy
Scott O’Connor.
To see pictures of the weekend taken by our
new State Photographer Harry Rother please
click the link: 2019 Organizational Meeting
Pictures
We also know have the complete gallery of
the 2019 Convention taken by Randy Hale our
past Florida State photographer. Click the link to
see them: 2019 Florida State Convention
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FCC Celebrates 50-Year Partnership
with Knights of Columbus
By Michael Sheedy, FCC Executive Director
his year, the Florida Catholic
Conference (FCC) celebrates its 50th
anniversary.
The Conference was
founded in the wake of Vatican II, as
the Church renewed its commitment to solidarity
with the world, recognized the lay faithful’s call
to holiness, and acknowledged the value in joint
pastoral undertakings by bishops. A number of
state Catholic conferences were established in the
surrounding years.
Perhaps most widely recognized for its
governmental
relations,
the
Conference
reorganized its public policy advocacy work
under the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops
(FCCB) in 2012. The FCCB’s mission is to serve
as liaison to state government on matters of concern
to the Catholic Church in the seven dioceses of the
Province of Miami, as a nonpartisan public policy
voice on behalf of the Catholic Bishops of Florida.
On this important occasion in the Conference’s
partnership that has emerged over the years with
the Knights of Columbus. Examples include:
•
Participation in Catholic Days at the
Capitol, in which Catholics from across Florida
gather in Tallahassee during the Florida legislative
their lawmakers to discuss key issues pertaining to
human life and dignity. The Red Mass of the Holy
Spirit, where Catholic Days participants and the
bishops of Florida pray with and for our elected
leaders, has been important to the fruitfulness of
this event. In 2020, Catholic Days will take place
January 28-29.
•
Support for the annual State Respect
Life/Culture of Life Conference, hosted by one
of Florida’s seven dioceses every fall, has been
uplifting event with speakers on a variety of life
issues. All ministry leaders, parishioners and
community members who seek to become more

effective witnesses to the culture of life are invited
to attend. The Diocese of St. Augustine is the host
of this year’s conference held October 11-12.
•
Committees of the Conference have
Knights serve on the State Pro-Life Coordinating
Committee, making recommendations to the
bishops and the staff as we seek to promote
ultrasound initiative and support for pregnancy
care centers have been key elements in working
through the committee’s Pastoral Plan for ProLife Activities.
•
Financially, the Knights have provided
grants to assist constitutional amendment
campaigns and new undertakings at the Conference,
such as the health desk, which brought a focus to
bioethics and social concerns in that sphere.
•
The Florida Catholic Advocacy Network
(FLCAN) has grown, and the Knights have been
there. The Conference provides regular reports
and offers opportunities to participate in political
life through this electronic network. Over the last
year, we have worked to grow the network through
a postcard initiative, in almost half of the parishes
in Florida, adding over 20,000 new members,
including many Knights.
Beyond our political activities, the Conference
also accredits and ensures the continual
improvement of Catholic schools and coordinates
disaster relief efforts with Catholic Charities
agencies across Florida.
The Knights have always been committed to
the Church and her bishops, and to promoting a
healthy patriotism and the common good of our
nation, state and communities. As we prepare for
another legislative session and the 2020 elections,
we look forward to further partnership with the
Knights and your State Council.
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Special Olympic Athletes
y name is Pete Chiaravalle. Ever
since my wife and I moved to
Florida several years ago I’ve
been passionate about Special
Olympics. I became Grand Knight shortly after
to meet with Linda Mills, the County Director for
Special Olympics Broward County.
Through Linda, I met and became inspired
by all the wonderful, courageous and generous
people involved with Special Olympics. Brothers,
if you think you’re facing challenges, then spend
some time with an athlete. They and their families
live with their disability 24 hours a day, 365 days
the athletes and see the heart they have and the
meaning these sports have for them, I guarantee
your challenge will become diminished and your
these special individuals.
So, I’m honored and excited to be chosen for
this position. I’m looking forward to the journey
with you, my brother Knights, as we build on our
past success with a new program for the 2019/2020
Fraternal year. I will write monthly articles that
provide more information. This program will cut
across several lines and help build membership
and excitement in your council — guaranteed!
It consists of three parts, all of which lead to a
MAJOR culminating event which I’ll discuss later.
First is an Athlete in Every Council component.
Just as we look for opportunities to support Special
Olympics, they are looking to support those who
support them. Athletes are encouraged to give back
to the community and participate in organizations
like the Knights. Recruiting athletes creates a
personal connection and promotes inclusion of
those with disabilities. You’ve probably seen
athletes working at many venues such as the local
supermarket. Athletes can also help in many ways
within a council. The challenge for council leaders
is to use the capabilities of the athletes in the best
possible ways.

Secondly, I will be
encouraging councils to
work with their County
Special Olympics director
to support the annual
summer
games.
I’m
working with Special
Olympics Florida and
FSC
leadership
to
promote awareness of the
dates and have Knights Pete Chiaravalle
sign up to participate.
As well, I’m asking
councils within Districts and Regions to support
one Special Olympics fundraising event. Each
county has various options—from a pulling an
airplane competition to casino nights, races, golf
tournaments and many other options. All a council
needs to do is either participate as individuals or
be a sponsor for the event.
Lastly, we’re working to establish bocce
and golf leagues. A limited number of councils
around the state will be offered the opportunity to
participate. We will establish teams that consist of
one Knight and one athlete. After local and regional
competitions, winning teams will be honored with

the process smoothed out, we will roll the program
out statewide.
As we build our relationship with Special
Olympics, we are building toward being a valued
partner in the MAJOR event I referred to at the
beginning—the Special Olympics National Games
that will be held in Orlando in 2022! These games
will be televised live on ESPN all week. Brothers,
the next few years promise to be an amazing ride.
All you need to do is climb onboard! I welcome
any questions or suggestions you may have.
You can go to https://www.photoknight.net/
to see how the Knights have been involved
over the years.
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Squire of the Body of Christ
By Ed Veronick, Florida State Squires Chairman

his month, Squires Circle 5209
Riverview, FL held an achievement
of the Body of Christ”. This Level “5”
milestone was accomplished by Squire Christian
McGrath.
The Riverview Circle was chartered on March
29, 2008 and we are proud to continue as Knights
and Counselors teaching our Squires about
spiritual growth and the development of our faith,
leadership, physical development, intellectual
development, citizenship and development of
social and civic life.
Through the years, growth as a Squire Christian
has truly embodied each of these traits and is true
to our motto; “Esto Dignus”, “Be Worthy”! With
his mother Mrs. Pat McGrath supporting both her
son and the St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights,
we have successfully accomplished our objectives
together!
It was a pleasure being a part of the process
with Christian through 3 of the 5 levels! Christian
achieved Level “1” Page on September 3, 2014. He
moved on to Level “2” Shield Bearer on February
3, 2015. Level “3” Swordsman, was completed on
September 16, 2016. On January 5, 2018 Level
“4” Lancer was accomplished. But the crowning

achievement as “Squire of the Body of Christ”
Level “5” was completed on June 6, 2019!
Christian, while participating with the Squires,
held the positions of Chief Squire, Deputy, Bursar
two times, and Arm and Pole Captain assisting
with our Investiture Ceremonies providing his
leadership, knowledge and guidance to our new
members! He was a “Valedictorian”, graduate
of Center Academy High and a dually enrolled
graduate of Hillsborough Community College
with honors. He will be moving on to Florida
Polytechnic University where he will major in
Mechanical Engineering.
Christian and his mother supported the feeding
of Tampa area homeless every Sunday for many
years
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Food For Families
By Frank Dillion
ood for Families is one of the Knights of
Columbus’ more popular programs with
parishes and the local community. Grand
Knights can use the Food for Families
program to create partnerships with local schools
that can open avenues of increased cooperation for
other youth programs.
Even before schools begin their fall classes,
Grand Knights should try to meet with local
principals with the idea of cooperating on a food
drive to support a local food bank or pantry in
advance of Thanksgiving. Children love to support
programs that feed the less fortunate and the Food
for Families provides an excellent opportunity.
Individual classes could compete with each
other to see who can bring in the most nonperishable food over a three or four week program
with the winning class receiving a pizza or ice
cream party, courtesy of the Knights of Columbus.
The Council would have to pick up the donated
food on a weekly basis and keep track of the
donations for each class. The principal may agree

Families Reimbursement
program.
Immediately
after your program is

Food for Families Refund
and Plaque Application
(#10057) and Fraternal
Programs Report Form
(#10784).
Remember
to
provide
proper
documentation
with Frank Dillion
form #10057, such as a
donation receipt or letter
from a food assistance organization detailing your
donation.
Keep in mind that for each $500 or 1,000 pounds
of food donated to a food pantry, Supreme will
refund $100 to the council. In addition, council
must contribute a minimum of 100 total manhours in the collection delivery and distribution of
the food.
A successful Food for Families program may
give you the opportunity to elicit the support of
that would highlight the hungry or homeless in the principal for other youth programs such as
the community, the food bank or pantry that will the basketball free-throw, soccer challenge, essay
receive the donations and the reward for the class contest and spelling bee. That personal relationship
bringing in the most food.
The food donated by the school children and to all your council’s youth programs.

ongratulations are in order for two priests
serving different Catholic communities
in Florida Knights of Columbus District
30 and the Diocese of Orlando who observed
important milestones in their religious careers.
Father Derek Saldanha, who serves the Holy
Name of Jesus Catholic community in Indialantic,
was ordained into the priesthood on May 25. He
is a member of Bishop Verot Council 5845.
“May all our prayers go with Father Derek as

Douglas Bair wrote in his column published
in the June issue of St. Joseph Council 7408’s
monthly newsletter.
The DD also congratulated Father Martin
Fitzgerald, a retired U. S. Air Force chaplain
now serving as an assistant priest at Ascension
Catholic Church in Melbourne, who celebrated
30 years in the priesthood in June.
“I ask everyone to take a moment to say a
silent prayer for Father Derek, Father Martin and
all our priests,” District Deputy Bair said. “May
and tends to their needs,” District 30 Deputy they all walk in the footsteps of our Lord.”

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

15

INVOCATION

Around The State
Council Celebrates 50th Anniversary
Father Charles Spellman Council 6125
observed its 50th Anniversary on June 15 with
a festive celebration, featuring a catered dinner
and special recognition for priests and long-time
council members.
Among the special guests were State Deputy
Don Kahrer and his wife, Christine.
The fun began with a cocktail hour followed by
the dinner. After the feast, members of the clergy,
charter members of the council and eighteen 50year knights received special recognition.
As a token of the council’s appreciation for
attending to the spiritual needs of people in their
respective parishes, all priests serving the Divine
Mercy, St. John the Evangelist and St. Mary
Catholic communities received a t-shirt bearing
their name and the K of C logo.
According to Grand Knight Steve O’Connor,
everyone had a great time.
“We even provided an open bar and hired a
couple of bartenders so all members were able to
simply come and enjoy,” the Grand Knight said.

Council 12376. This undertaking included support
from sponsors, benefactors and attendees to the
Palm Beach Laps for Life event that took place
January 12, 2019 at the Cardinal Newman Catholic
High School.
There were also substantial donations from the
Our Lady Queen of the Apostle parishioners and
local business sponsors. The council motto, “An
the hope that when pregnant woman in danger of
abortion sees the image of the life within her and
when she hears the heartbeat of her baby, she will
decide to keep her precious gift from God.
Council 14975 $4,000 in Scholarships

Every year San Juan Diego Council 14975
presented scholarships totaling $4,000. They
raised the money by selling food every month at
the Church. Above, you will see the winners of the
Scholarships in the amounts of $300, $500, $700
and $2500.

Blessed Ultrasound
On July 10, Diocese of Palm Beach Bishop
Gerald Barbarito, Blessed the newly placed
Ultrasound at The Miracle House Pregnancy
Care Center. This event is the culmination of over
a year’s work by Our Lady Queen of the Apostles
INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus
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Monthly Leaderboard Update
Fraternal Year End 2018-2019
Councils

Districts

Recruiters
July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

The top Grand Knight in each jurisdiction of the Insurance
Territories (based on their Membership Quota) will be entered into
a raffle for 5 trips to New Haven for him and his spouse. The # 1
Grand Knight has been awarded a trip to the Supreme Convention
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The top District Deputy in each jurisdiction of the Insurance
Territories (based on their Membership Quota) will be entered
into a raffle for 5 trips to New Haven for him and his spouse.
The # 1 District Deputy has been awarded a trip to the
Supreme Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

TOP 25 GRAND KNIGHTS
State Council Grand Knight

The top 10 Recruiters of the Insurance Territories have received a
complimentary trip to the Supreme Convention in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, for them and their spouses. They will sit at the Supreme
Knight's Reserved Tables during the State Dinner, and the top
recruiter will receive the Top Recruiter Plaque during the Awards
Session.

TOP 25 DISTRICT DEPUTIES
%

State District District Deputy

TOP 25 RECRUITERS
%

State Council Name

Recruited

IL

12173 DENNIS P. FITZGERALD

1263%

ON

115

WILLIAM F. HARRISON

567%

ON

17070 WILLIAM F. HARRISON

105

NJ

1910 DONALD L. OLBRICH SR.

800%

IL

14

KENNETH G. CUPRISIN

479%

SK

5949 AGNEL A. GEORGE

97

IA

15336 DALE W. ENGELKEN

717%

NH

18

JAMES J. PREISENDORFER

454%

IL

12173 DENNIS P. FITZGERALD

91

PR

13291 ANTONIO ORTIZ-RAMOS

650%

CA

152

RUDY J. MARISCAL

371%

HI

17320 CICERO T. SEISDEDOS

90

IA

16922 LORENZO SILVA

650%

CA

125

NICHOLAS A. EWELL

368%

CA

13403 JOSE A. MAGANA

70

600%

FL

78

REINALDO TRUJILLO

353%

IL

12173 MICHAEL L. BONO

57

NH

428

JOHN E. SWEENEY

TX

16796 GILBERTO P. DURAN

575%

HI

10

MICHAEL M. MADIX

350%

TN

7447 DONALD F. CASTILLO

57

TN

7447 DONALD F. CASTILLO

536%

TX

112

ALBERTO CASTRO

335%

NH

428

54

PR

5950 LUIS A. MERCADO-PACHECO

525%

VA

26

LARRY F. PIONK

325%

PR

5950 LUIS A. MERCADO-PACHECO

51

IA

7823 ROBERT G. KASS

500%

CA

54

RUDY D. CRUZ

293%

TX

11862 THOMAS E. STELMAR SR.

51

FL

13654 GUSTAVO T. NAVARRO

500%

IA

38

PEDRO A. CEBALLOS

2.92

LA

9623 MICHAEL A. ABBATE SR.

47

FL

16980 ROMULO BARBERA

500%

ON

114

DAVID C. PETERS

2.8

QC

8260 BENOIT PICARD

44

CA

17037 ROBERT S. MARTINEZ

475%

HI

3

ROLANDO L. JUANILLO

267%

MN

397

41

IL

2782 ZACHARY R. SCURRY

460%

ON

1

HAROLD J. MARCOTTE

262%

AB

7599 WALTER N. STREIT

33

NC

16839 ROBERT W. BRETON

450%

NC

32

JAMES R. TAYLOR

245%

OR

15263 YOUNG T. TRAN

32

AZ

17036 GARY J. KLUTHE

450%

CA

126

JESSE E. GONZALEZ

242%

PA

4032 REV. DANIEL R. SWEENEY

31

CA

9986 RALPH B. VILLEGAS (FS)

433%

CA

101

JOSE A. MAGANA

235%

SD

15457 PHILIP N. CARLSON

29

AZ

14804 JORGE RIVAS

425%

NC

17

TIMOTHY G. KELLEY

231%

IA

888

NH

17027 BRYAN D. DONOVAN

425%

ON

63

URBINO FERNANDES

223%

NJ

4969 CARLOS H. AGUIRRE

28

WI

17035 JUAN C. ESCOBAR

425%

ON

97

DAVID G. BAKER

219%

KS

12577 DANIEL S. KROUSE

26

IN

12747 J. MANUEL GUTIERREZ

420%

IA

47

JESUS M. TOQUINTO

218%

CA

3016 JOSE E. CASTANEDA

24

SD

15457 RICHARD A. DRAWDY (FS)

420%

NH

20

RONALD N. KEYS

214%

FL

13654 RAUL CENDAN

24

414%

DC

6

CHRISTIAAN A. VAN NISPEN

210%

IA

15336 DEACON FRANCIS N. CHAN

24

400%

TX

37

RUBEN R. ELIZONDO

210%

ON

12909 HAMILTON WILTSHIRE SR.

24

400%

IL

11

VINCENT P .MENO

204%

ON

12158 HAROLD J. MARCOTTE

23

PR

15849 HECTOR M. LEBRON-SANABRIA

IA
CA

743

GERALD G. REINERT (FS)

16584 ALEXANDER E. QUADRA SR.
HI

ERIC J. MACARAEG (FS)

WA

809

KEPLER P. PADILLA

DAVID L DUPAUL

JUAN PABLO MARTINEZ

MICHAEL J. GALLAGHER

28

23
23

Has won a trip to the Supreme Convention
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Memorial and Healing Mass Cards
Order Form
Please send me
___

English Memorial Cards

___

Spanish Memorial Cards

___

English Healing Cards

___

Spanish Healing Cards

Maximum of 2 cards of each type per order
These cards are available for individuals, Councils and Assembly.
Council or Assembly #_______
Mail the cards to:
Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________
City ______________________ State _____ Zip _______
Phone Number ______________________
Email address: ______________________
Email / Mail the completed form to:
FL K of C Charities Mass card Fund
Edward A Smith, Chairman
2703 8th Street West
LeHigh Acres, FL 33971-5447
239-770-7042
Alt: 239-369-9498
Edsmith76@comcast.net

FSC13301 - 7/1/2019
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.

The Florida State Logo

The Fish
The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue =
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice
Our Motto
allegiance to our country.
The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us
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STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication
provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ken
at kenjnelson@icloud.com or S/K
at destefano819@yahoo.com to submit articles, photographs,
comments, or questions.

frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com
STATE TREASURER

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and
Let Your Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

rwrasch@earthlink.net
STATE WARDEN

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD
pmkoppie@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE
to download the issue.

coachaes@gmail.com

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

steveringdd61@gmail.com

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

jwpurka@gmail.com
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