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Special Olympic athletes from Polk and 
Hillsborough counties opened their hearts 
to people in Florida’s Panhandle victimized 
by Hurricane Michael in a big way by 

donating nearly two tons of canned goods, personal 
hygiene items, bottled water, pet food and other 
non-perishables to the hurricane recovery effort.

The special athletes and their families got 
involved when they answered a call to “give 
back to the community” by donating whatever 
they could when they arrived at Cypress Lanes 
in Winter Haven to compete in a regional Special 
Olympics bowling tournament on October 27.  
An estimated 450 special athletes participated in 
the event. 

“Starting a week before the tournament we 
appealed to all registered bowlers to support the 
hurricane relief effort with messages posted on the 
Special Olympics Website and specially targeted 
e-mails,” said Mike Long, director of Special 
Olympics of Polk County and a member of 
Father Phillip de Carrier Council 10484 in Haines 
City. Ken Roop, director of Special Olympics of 
Hillsborough County also supported the cause.

Long said the special athletes responded 
“beyond expectations” when they showed up at 
the bowling alley with cases of canned goods, 
bottled water and other items needed by those 
impacted by the devastating storm.   

As a knight, Long enlisted the support of the 
K of C by seeking donations from councils in 
districts 31 and 32 and arranging for the Florida 
State Council to transport the items brought to 
the Winter Haven bowling alley to the Florida 
Panhandle.

Spearheading K of C involvement was State 
Family Director Robert Higgins, Past District 
Deputy and Past Grand Knight of Long’s home 
council in Haines City.  Higgins volunteered his 
time to transport the items using his personal 

vehicle and a six by 12-foot rented U-Haul trailer.  
Before picking up the items in Winter Haven he 
stopped at headquarters of St. Cloud Kissimmee 
Council 6624 to pick up and load similar goods 
gathered by knights in the Kissimmee and  
Ft. Lauderdale areas. 

“The trailer had a 3,000-pound capacity and it 
was totally full after we loaded the items left at 
the bowling alley.  Things that wouldn’t fit in the 
trailer were loaded into my vehicle,” Higgins said, 
noting the trailer was about half full when he left 
Kissimmee.

After loading up in Winter Haven, Higgins 
headed for the North Florida town of Quincy where 
the Florida Knights of Columbus had a temporary 
distribution center for the hurricane recovery 
effort.  In Quincy the goods were transferred to 
another vehicle for delivery to their ultimate 
destination the K of C epicenter for Hurricane 
Michael relief in Marianna. 

Higgins, who spent 12 hours making the round 
trip between Winter Haven and Quincy, was 
accompanied on part of his journey by John J. 
O’Toole, the Florida State Council’s Admissions/
Retention Chairman and the Florida District 
Fourth Degree’s Exemplar Corps Director. 

Special Olympians Help  
Hurricane Michael Relief Effort
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Knights Erect Christmas Crèche

Unlike December 2016, the news 
channels and national television 
stations are not covering the quiet 
action on Sanborn Square this year.  

The Nativity scene is larger than life size.  The 
Creche is set up the Monday after Thanksgiving 
and remains in place until the day after the 
Epiphany.  This year, as in the previous 22 years, 
the Knights of Columbus Council 13051 are 
assembling the Creche. 

There are no news stations broadcasting the 
assembly, no national news about the satanic 
display, which was only displayed once in 2016.  
And has not reappeared. 

In the evening, on the Monday after 
Thanksgiving, a Christian citizens gather, for 
an ecumenical dedication, the pastors from  
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church and St. Joan of 
Arc Catholic Church come reading the gospel, 
the combined choirs sign songs in English and 
Spanish proclaiming the coming of the Savior a 
benediction and blessing with Holy Water.

The following days for the next forty two days, 
the faithful ones continue their daily task, they 

gather after the morning mass, then they come to 
Sanborn Square, stand facing the Nativity manger 
and recite rosary.

We are blessed to have this public display and 
the guarantee right of freedom of expression, 
speech, and religion.
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St. John Vianney Relic Visits Pensacola

St. John Vianney popularly known as the 
Curé of Ars, is revered as a model of priestly 
generosity, purity and prayerfulness. Born 
in France in 1786, he grew up in a time of 

open hostility to the Church in the wake of the 
French Revolution when the faith was attacked, 
churches destroyed, and the clergy martyred. 
Assigned to lead the parish in the small farming 
community of Ars. Father Vianney excelled at 
both prayer and work. 

He was famous for hearing confessions for up 
to 18 hours a day as people from across Europe 
and beyond came to see him. His notoriety 
throughout the Catholic world grew even after 
his death in 1859 and he continues to inspire a 
quest for holiness by both priests and the laity.  
His incorrupt heart — a major relic — normally 
resides at the shrine named for him in Ars.

About Relics
In Catholic tradition, a relic is a physical object 

associated with a saint that may be offered to the 
faithful for veneration. Neither the relic nor the 
saint are to be worshiped, but are rather venerated 
as holy objects in recognition of the fact that God 
has worked through the saint.  A major or first-
class relic was part of the saint’s body as opposed 
to something that the saint touched or wore. The 
term “incorrupt” refers to a human body that has 

avoided the normal process of decomposition 
after death. It is a sign — but not a proof — of 
the person’s holiness, and is sometimes seen in 
Catholic saints and blessed.  

The visit to Pensacola was one of the first 
stops in “Heart of a Priest,” a national relic tour 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus that will 
focus on the call to personal sanctification that is 
the vocation of all Christians, especially priests. It 
was announced by K of C Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson in an Aug. 21 letter to K of C chaplains 
and members that focused on clergy sex abuse and 
proposed Vianney as a model of priestly love and 
service.

“The Knights of Columbus — laymen, priests 
and chaplains together — will have an important 
role to play in rebuilding the Church,” Anderson 
wrote. “We must commit the Knights of Columbus 
to work for repentance, reform and rebuilding of 
the Church.”

To see more pictures of St. John Vianney 
CLICK HERE

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nti6r9et5bazwwl/AACx6rGFXZyazV_j9h4_C_Oha?dl=0
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On Nov 19th about 21 Knights of Columbus men from Assemblies 1850 and 3418 delivered 175 turkeys with all the fixings to make a 
genuinely delicious Thanksgiving celebration for many “homeless veterans.” These men and woman and their families will have at 
least a share in the prosperity of our beloved nation. 
All totaled, $2,698.78 was raised to support our giving. Many hands from both Assemblies showed up to load and unload all these 
birds. Ten years ago we started with 32 turkeys. The number grows each year, as does the, need. The food delivered to the 46th street 
homeless station and the staff processes the disbursement. 
By the time the Knights completed the unloading process social workers were already picking up for delivery to our needy veterans. 
That was a beautiful sight to behold.

Knights Keep Students Warm

Students who attend St. Paul Catholic 
School in Leesburg will stay nice and 
warm this winter thanks to a Coats 
for Kids program undertaken by  

St. Paul Council 5644 of Leesburg.
Winter coats secured by the council were 

delivered to St. Paul’s and passed out to 
students during the last week of November. 
This was just in time for a cold snap that 
saw temperatures dip to around the 40 
degree mark in the Leesburg area.

“This is just one of the many ways that the 
Knights support us. Thanks again Council 
5644. You are the face of Christ to us,” said 
school Principal Jacquelyn Gehrsitz, who is 
affectionately known as “Mrs. G.”

In addition to providing warm winter coats 
for students at St. Paul, Council 5644 sponsors a 
golf tournament to raise funds for vital needs at 
the school, including a school bus that students 
from Leesburg, Clermont, The Villages, Mt. Dora, 
Eustis, Lady Lake, Fruitland Park, and Howie-in-
the Hills rely on to get back and forth to school

The council’s Coats for Kids program also 
provides coats for students attending Beverly 
Shores Elementary School, Leesburg Elementary 
School and Spring Hill School. Last year, the 
council handed out 333 coats and hopes to top that 
mark this year. 
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St. Thomas à Becket Council 16236 
successfully launched a Men’s Holy Hour 
program at Incarnation Catholic Church 
in observance of Ember Days, traditional 

days of fasting and prayer included in the Divine 
Worship Missal used by the Personal Ordinariate 
of the Chair of St. Peter.

The first Holy Hour was held the morning of 
September 21, Ember Friday after Holy Cross 
Day, in response to Ordinariate Bishop Steven 
Lopes’ call to “offer some act of penance that day 
for the renewal of the Church.”  A total of 25 men 
participated in the program.

The Holy Hour included adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Benediction and group recitation of 
the Chaplet of Adoration and Reparation.  The 
sacrament of Penance was available during 
Adoration and recitation of the Chaplet.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Benediction were conducted by Father William 
Holiday, Incarnation pastor and chaplain of 
Council 16236.  Father Holiday was assisted by 
Aaron McGarvey, instituted acolyte and advocate 
of Council 16236, who led the hymns.  Recitation 
of the Chaplet was led by Louis Campese, lecturer 
of Council 16236.  The Holy Hour concluded with 

all in attendance singing “Holy God, We Praise 
Thy Name.”

Council 16236 promoted the Men’s Holy 
Hour beyond the council to men of the parish 
and other councils within the district and region.  
In addition to flyers, parish email, and bulletin 
announcements, Council 16236 promoted the 
event on the unofficial Incarnation Catholic 
Orlando Fellowship Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
incarnationcatholicorlando/ 

Council 16236 intends to hold another Men’s 
Holy Hour during the Ordinariate’s observance of 
Ember Days in Advent.

Council Launches Men's Holy Hour

https://www.facebook.com/incarnationcatholicorlando/
https://www.facebook.com/incarnationcatholicorlando/
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Joint Council Project Supports Special 
Olympics Luncheon

Brothers of Knights of Columbus Councils #8086 Our Lady of 
Hope and #12569 Epiphany churches of Port Orange FL support-
ed the annual Special Olympics of Volusia and Flagler Counties 
luncheon held December 1st at Epiphany Catholic Church Social 
Hall. 

The Knights are grateful to the many local restaurants of the Port 
Orange community that donated food that the Knights picked up 
and delivered.   The Knights also assisted with the serving of the 
approximately 300 attendees. 
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Dedication of Mother Therese  
Couderc Retreat House

On Monday November 26th, Bishop Parkes of the Diocese of 
St. Petersburg dedicated a Retreat House on the property of the 
House of Prayer in Clearwater, Florida.
This house was made possible by the donations of people and the 

dedication to our Priests and Seminarians. This will give priests 
and Seminarians a place to go for prayer and retreat time. Each 
one of the rooms were donated from faithful people from across 
the Diocese. 
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Children’s Hunger Project

Father John Britto Antony, Chaplain of Father 
Charles Spellman Council 6125, recently 
put out a call to assist the Brevard County 

Children’s Hunger Project.  
This program provides weekend food packages 

to needy elementary school children every Friday.
In Brevard, the number of children in the free 

and reduced-price meal program exceeds 50%. 
For some, school lunch on Friday may be the last 
regular meal they receive until Monday.

Members of the Council and their Ladies 
Auxiliary responded in force to Father John’s 
call this past Saturday, December 1st, along with 
nearly 500 members of the St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Community. 

Together, they packed 5,000 food packages to 
help sustain these children over the weekend.
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Knights Host Vets Christmas Party

On Saturday Dec 1st the Knights of 
Columbus from Assembly’s 1850 
and 3418 sponsored a Christmas 
Party for our Veterans at the James 

A Haley Cove Nursing Facility. Pizza, soft drinks 
and pastries were served to our Veterans by the 
Cup Scouts.

Afterwards the Cup Scouts Den 610 from  
St. Stephen Church handed out gifts of white 
socks, large and extra-large t-shirts and personal 
hygiene items to all.  Music was provided by the 

reliable in-house sound system.  More than 25 
veterans in wheelchairs came down to the party 
and enjoyed the company of the Cup Scouts.  

About Twenty Knights of Columbus volunteers 
were on hand to help with the distribution of 
pizza.  Chris Lewis's Father Lt. General James 
Abrahamson USAF RET. was also present and 
spoke with every veteran and made them feel a 
part of our Knights family.  There was much inter 
action between our Cub Scouts and the Vets.  A 
good time was had by all.
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Council Holds 7th Annual Rosary Walk

On November 3rd, 2018 Assembly 3418 along with the Legion of Mary from St. Stephen Catholic Church held the 7th Annual Rosary 
Walk at Serenity Meadows in Riverview Florida. Along with Parishioners they walked the memorial Gardens saying he Rosary as they 
stopped by the final resting places of Brother Knights, Sister Columbiettes and parishioners. Each year around All Souls Day we have 
been committed to having this event. 
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Council 8066 and Assembly 2794  
Honor Veterans
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By State Chaplain Fr. Sal Pignato

A Feast of Great Joy

On December 8th we celebrate what 
we call in the East, the Maternity of 
Anna and in the West, the Immaculate 
Conception. It is a Feast of great joy, 

promise and especially hope. 
This Feast is a serious and essential Feast 

because it ushers in the final phase of the promise 
of God to Adam and Eve.  That final phase is the 
conception of Mary in the womb of Anna who 
would eventually carry in her own womb the 
Savior of the world, Jesus the Christ, true God and 
true man.  Mary, who, in her sinless conception, 
would eventually become the Theotokos, the God 
bearer.  In that great distinction of being the God 
bearer, she becomes to us and to the world the 
"Mother of life".

In today's world, where life has become cheap 
and unnecessary, we must hold up this holy 
woman to the world as the ultimate sanctity of 
life.  She is the ultimate of what conception means 
in her own conception in the womb of St. Ann 
and especially in her own conception of the Son 

of God.  She is the Patron 
Saint and protector of the 
unborn and the defender 
of the elderly. She is the 
ultimate sign of dignity at 
the beginning of life and 
that same dignity in death, 
a death which is the gate 
to eternal life. 

We, as Knights, are 
teachers to the people 
of God.  Let us take this 
Feast we celebrate and 
teach the meaning of this Feast so that others will 
fight for life, the life of the unborn and the right to 
die with dignity.

I wish each of you a merry and blessed 
Christmas, a Christmas which flows from this 
Feast of Mary and her conception. Looking 
forward to the birth of Christ we cry out: "CHRIST 
IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM".

State Chaplain Reverend 
Salvatore Pignato

Mary set out and traveled to the hill 
country in haste to a town of Judah, 
where she entered the house of 

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  Elizabeth, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud 
voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” (Gospel 
for 12/23, Lk. 1:39; 41-42)

“In great haste”: my brother Knights, these 
three words teach us volumes! Mary set out “in 
great haste”—and the rest is history. Mary is 
the first evangelist. With the incredible news of 
the annunciation, she wastes no time fulfilling 
the command to visit her cousin Elizabeth. My 
brothers, we know that so many things can weigh 
us down and prevent us from delivering the good 

news to others with that speed and urgency. 
The Lord knows our every sorrow, weakness, 
fear, or excuse. And yet He invites us to look to 
our Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and call 
upon her intercession. May we be known as 
her reliable sons who likewise carry the news 
“in great haste,” leaving behind everything that 
impedes us.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month I challenge you to pray at least 
a decade of the Rosary daily. Secondly, we are 
often in situations in which faith topics come 
up and we choose to say nothing.  This month I 
challenge you to engage in those conversations 
and share what you love about the Catholic Faith.

Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
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As we enter into Advent, the start of the 
new liturgical year, we also begin the 
four week preparation that leads up to 
the celebration of Christmas.  What 

better way to prepare for birth of our Lord, than 
to lead our families, Councils, and Parishes in 
celebrating this Christmas season. 

 There are many ways of preparing for Christmas 
which can be private and public witnesses.  By 
leading our families and parishes in prayer through 
the use of Advent Calendars and daily devotions 
we strengthen family and parish life.  

The Order, in its “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
campaign gives public witness to our faith.  By 
displaying Nativity scenes, Advent wreaths, tree 
lightings, and religious car magnets, we publicly 
proclaim our faith, as we prepare the way for the 
Lord.

All these devotions and outward signs of 
our faith lends credence to a recent statement 

by Supreme Knight 
Carl A. Anderson, who 
challenged leaders in our 
Order, to accelerate their 
efforts to work with their 
pastors to strengthen their 
parishes and also seek 
to strengthen Christian 
family life.  He also went 
on to state, “The family 
as domestic Church is 
central to both the work of 
the New Evangelization 
and to the future sustainability of our parishes — 
also the future sustainability of the Order”.  

On behalf of my wife Christine and myself, 
we wish you and your families, parishes, and our 
Clergy a Holy and Blessed Christmas season.

State Deputy Donald 
Kahrer, Jr. and Christine

Preparing For Christmas
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer, Jr.

Congratulations are in order for Deacon 
John Rumplasch of St. Mark the 
Evangelist Church for earning the 

prestigious “Mary, Mother of God” medal for 
his extraordinary work on behalf of the Catholic 
faith.

The much-deserved award was bestowed on 
Deacon John during a conferral of Diocesan 
and Papal Honors ceremony conducted by 
Diocese of Orlando Bishop John Noonan on 
Sunday, November 4 in the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of Mary, Queen of the Universe 
in Orlando.  Several other Catholics from the 
diocese were similarly honored.

This award was established to recognize local 
Catholics who display extraordinary leadership 
and service, especially in the areas of enkindling 

a deeper faith, forming leadership in Christ and 
harmonizing ministries to carry out the mission 
of the church.

At St. Mark the Evangelist Church, Deacon 
John is perhaps best known by parishioners 
as the person responsible for the insightful 
and beautiful Gospel reflections he offers on a 
weekly basis. 

He also does a superb job of explaining and 
pontificating on what the Catholic faith is all 
about in his role as Faith Director of St. Paul the 
First Hermit Council 14222.  He does this by 
penning a column focusing on matters of faith 
that appears in each edition of Council Notes, 
the monthly newsletter of Council 14222 which 
is masterfully edited by Brother Chet Sedke.

Deacon John Rumplasch Honored
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The Coming Of The Light Of The World
By State Secretary Scott A. O’Connor

State Secretary Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary

Advent – The Time of Anticipation

The darkest time of the year in the 
northern hemisphere falls during the 
December Solstice.  The coming of 
the Light of the World (Birth of Jesus) 

took on a special meaning when it was cerebrated 
amongst all this darkness.  The Latin word 
adventus was the translation of the Greek Parousia 
– a word used for both the coming of Christ in 
human form and his Second Coming. 

• Advent is the time for preparation of the 
coming (birth) of the Lord.

• Advent starts on the Sunday closest to the 
feast of Saint Andrew

• Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical 
year

• Advent has two meanings – it emphasizes 
bother the celebration of Christ coming 
into the world as a man and also the second 
coming when the Lord will return again

• Advent provides us 
with Hope – Hope 
is a predominant 
theme as we are 
hopeful of Christ’s 
entrance into the 
world and his 
expected second 
coming

• Advent focuses on 
light as opposed to 
darkness – Christ 
enters our dark 
world and casts away the darkness of sin to 
redeem us.  He will come again as the Light 
of the World

Marybeth and I hope that each of you will 
have a blessed Advent season and a very Merry 
Christmas.

St. Joseph Council 7408 stayed very busy 
during the past month gathering food and 
cash donations for the St. Vincent DePaul 

Society and distributing coats to needy children.
In the period from October 25 to November 

29, the council collected 70 pounds of food and 
$394 in donations for the St. Vincent DePaul 
Society, according to Bob Karl, chairman of the 
Feed the Poor Committee. 

With these donations in place, the cumulative 
total for the 2018-2019 Columbian year thus far 
is 2,201 pounds, which means the council is well 
on its way to meeting its goal of 5,000 pounds 

by the end of the Columbian year
The council also distributed 120 coats to 

needy school children under its Coats for Kids 
program chaired by Brother Tom Tremblay and 
teamed up with the St. Vincent DePaul Society 
to distribute Thanksgiving bags and gift cards.  
Both of these activities enjoyed significant 
volunteer support.

Feeding the Poor; Coats for Kids
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State Treasurer Raphael 
Lopez and Judy

Advent, that period of 4 weeks we 
prepare for Christmas, brings to us 
4 themes for meditation and prayer; 
Hope, Preparation, Joy and Love.  

How do we properly meditate on these four 
seemingly separate themes?  Our priests and 
theologians tell us each way we come to these four 
tenets, so long as we come to Jesus with a sincere 
and open heart is right.

That Jesus is the light of the World brings us our 
Advent Wreath; and that light is the Hope we share 
with one another; the first Sunday reading, Isaiah 
speaks to us, the people, walking in darkness see a 
great light, the child that is born: Jesus.

The Second Sunday reading, Isaiah again tells 
us to prepare the way for the Lord, knowing that 
his glory will be revealed to us all.

Our reading on the Third Sunday brings us Joy, 
Matthew tells us that when the Magi saw the Star 
they were overjoyed.  As we are joyful that He has 
come to us.

John, in our reading on the fourth Sunday has a 
very specific statement for us:  For God so loved 
the world that he gave His one and only Begotten 
Son.

And so, we Catholic men, united with one 
primary principle,  CARITAS,  Christian Love of 
Humankind;  Charity - understand and rejoice in 

our celebration of Advent 
because it brings us to 
that very simple and pure 
reason our founder set for 
us; our Charity  - Love – 

We have accepted 
this credo and pledged 
ourselves to Unite as 
Brothers in Charity.  
Advent then for each 
Knight is an opportunity 
to renew his conviction 
that Jesus is our light; that 
our works prepare the way to salvation; that it is 
only in our faith that we find Joy and that we have 
accept God’s Love as his children.   There is no 
better reason to say proudly, I am a Catholic man 
joined in unity with my brothers to work for all 
my Brothers.

As we reflect on the year past, we should each 
meditate on how our Brotherhood has brought 
His light, His Joy and His Love to our brothers.  
Every brother Knight gave of his time and talent 
to the common goal of his council.  That gift 
brings fulfillment to us all.  Fulfillment of Advent 
is complete.

Judy and I wish you and your family a Blessed 
and Joyful Christmas.

By State Treasurer Raphael Lopez

Four Themes For Meditation

Congratulations to Father Charles 
Spellman Council 6125 for observing 
its 50th anniversary The council 

celebrated this major milestone with a Corporate 
Communion at a Mass celebrated at St. Mary’s 
Church on November 24, the actual day of its 
founding.  

Father Ivan, a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, celebrated the Mass and imparted 

a special blessing for the continued success of 
the council. He also reserved a section of the 
church for knights and family members who 
participated in the Mass. 

The council will celebrate even more with a 
50th Anniversary Dinner/Dance scheduled for 
Saturday, June 15, 2019.

Council Observes 50th Anniversary
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Around The State
Fr Lopez Council 5737

Fr Lopez Council 5737 Veteran’s Float for the 
46th Annual Pinellas Park Christmas Parade this 
weekend (Dec 8th).

I have also include Fr Lopez’s Keep Christ 
in Christmas float with the Dockery, Ferreira, 
Fleming,  Maisonet, and Sandoval Families, who’s 
fathers are all members of Mary, Queen of the 
Priests Assembly 3195 (Fr Lopez Council 5737 
and  St. Claude de la Colombiere Council 16929)

Council Helps Start K-Kids Club
 A new K-Kids Club was chartered in November 

for students in grades 3 through 5 at St. Paul 
Catholic Church with the active support of St. 
Paul Council 5644, its Ladies Auxiliary and the 
Kiwanis Club of Leesburg. 

To help get the new club off to a flying start, 
the Ladies Auxiliary make a contribution of $200 
to the cause. 

Patriotic Rosary Ceremony
Resurrection Catholic Church in Lakeland was 

the venue for a Patriotic Rosary Prayer Ceremony 

orchestrated by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 
10169 in conjunction with the Resurrection 
Council of Catholic Women.

Segments of the rosary were led by knights, 
members of the Council of Catholic Women, 
children associated with the church’s Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts troops and parishioners from the 
Hispanic community. 

Council Donates 100 Backpacks for  
Catechism Class.

Grand knight Anthony Hollett from Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church Tampa Council 5092. 
Donating 100 backpacks for the catechism class.

Holy Redeemer International Festival
St. Cloud Kissimmee Council 6624 had the 

distinction of being chosen to represent the “good 
old USA” at an International Festival held on the 
grounds of Holy Redeemer Church in Kissimmee.

In representing the USA, the council cooked 
and served BBQ pork, turkey and beef brisket. 

Grand Knight Harry Rother organized the 
council’s participation in the festival while Jamie 
Hedges served as head chef and Larry McGrath 
and Richard Sikorsky manned the council’s booth. 

Everyone had a great time at the event which 
featured plenty of delicious food representing 
countries from all around the globe, in addition 
to lively music, colorful costumes and fantastic 
weather. 
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Prayer Vigils to End Abortion
Fight the evil practice of abortion through 

prayer.  That’s the message conveyed in a “Pro 
Life Views” column published in the most recent 
edition of Knightly News, the official newsletter 
of Annunciation Council 12761 in Altamonte 
Springs.  The column was penned by Paul and 
Mary Guyet, commonly known as the “Pro Life 
Couple.”

In the column, the authors call upon members 
of Council 12761 to spend some of their spare 
time praying the rosary in close proximity to 
abortion clinics located at 431 Maitland Avenue 
in Altamonte Springs and 1103 Lucerne Terrace in 
downtown Orlando.

 “You can usually find some prayer warriors at 
either of these locations who pray the rosary to end 
abortions at these facilities.  You are welcome to 
join these people whenever you want to. No need 
to wait for an invitation, just join in,” the column 
reads.

The columnists explain that they personally 
take time to join with friends in praying at the 
Lucerne facility on Saturday mornings and during 
the lunch hour on weekdays.  There are other 
people who do the same at the Maitland facility. 
So don’t be shy.  Stop by and pray the rosary when 
you have the time.”

They also point out that a group of knights from 
Melbourne come to the Lucerne facility to pray 
at least once a month and challenge members of 
Council 12761 to do likewise.  The knights from 
Melbourne drive at least 70 miles one way. It’s 
just 11 miles from Annunciation to the Lucerne 
(abortion clinic).  Let’s not be outdone by the 
knights from Melbourne,” the column concludes.

The column also mentions two victories, 
including the recent closings of a Planned 
Parenthood abortion facility on the west side of 
Orlando and a private abortion clinic elsewhere in 
the city. 

However, it was noted that Planned Parenthood 
still operates an office on University Boulevard 
near the University of Central Florida, as well as a 
facility in nearby Kissimmee. 

Ramps for the Handicapped
Two different handicap ramp projects were 

completed by St. James Council 12402 in 
cooperation with the Center for Independent 
Living.

One of the ramps serves the needs of a young 
adolescent with cerebral palsy, while the other 
one makes life a bit easier for a gentleman who is 
confined to a wheelchair.

Both of these projects were coordinated by 
Brother Michael Schwartz who received plenty 
of help from Past Grand Knight George Olson, as 
well as Patrick Hayes, Ralph Briscoe and Gene 
and Pei-Ling Roerig.

Thanks to Knights for Military Service
St. James Council 12402 took a unique 

approach to honoring members who served in the 
military that resulted in donations to six different 
charities serving our nation’s heroes. 

The council reached into its treasury and 
contributed $10 on behalf of every member who 
was known to have serve the nation to the veterans 
charity of their choice.

This resulted in donations to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, Gary Sinise Foundation, Semper 
Fi Fund, Disabled American Veterans, Seabee 
Memorial Scholarship Association and Fisher 
House.

“This project was a small token of our 
appreciation for the sacrifices made by every 
member of our council who served in the military,” 
said Grand Knight Steven Gertel
Council Stays Busy With Turkeys

Turkeys kept members of St. Cloud Kissimmee 
Council 6624 extremely busy before and after 
Thanksgiving.

On November 17, the council distributed 
turkeys to needy families in the greater St. Cloud-
Kissimmee area through its annual “Turkey Give 
Away” program.  The turkeys were purchased 
with donations from knights, Holy Redeemer 
parishioners, and patrons of the council’s Bingo 
and others who visited the council hall, including 
State Deputy Don Kahrer.

According to Grand Knight Harry Rother this 
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was a real team event, with 32 knights and wives 
deeply involved in performing various tasks, 
including signing up people who received turkeys, 
handing out the ‘big birds” and directing traffic 
when people showed up to claim their turkeys. 

One knight singled out for special praise by 
the Grand Knight was Thomas Hynek who was 
in charge of collecting donations for purchasing 
the turkeys.  “Brother Tom outdid everyone with 
his relentless effort to make our annual ‘Turkey 
Give Away’ a success. His hard work was obvious 
when you saw all the turkey tickets taped around 
the kitchen window.  These tickets represented 
donations he collected from Bingo players and 
anyone else who walked into our hall,” the Grand 
Knight said.

In addition to giving away turkeys before 
Thanksgiving, the council collaborated with 
Christian Heart Ministry and volunteer knights 
from Blessed Carlos M. Rodriguez Council 
13116 to prepare food for the 4th annual Post 
Thanksgiving Lunch for needy families from 
Osceola County, including the homeless, on 
Friday, November 23.

Chef Brian of Florida Hospital cooked and sliced 
20 turkeys and made 10 gallons of gravy that was 
served to the needy the day after Thanksgiving.  

Knights Jim Edgcomb, Jim Hallos and Bill 
Waggener assisted by carrying the turkeys into the 
social hall at Holy Redeemer Church where other 
volunteers also pitched in to help.

 “Thanks to everyone — our Brother Knights, 
Columbiettes, family members and volunteers 
from the church - who helped make this year's 
Turkey Give Away and the Post-Thanksgiving 
Lunch very successful charitable events,” said 
Grand Knight Rother, who also applauded the 
knights from the Blessed Carlos Rodriguez 
Council for their involvement in the lunch. 

State Youth Events
The State Spelling Bee will be conducted at 

#6624 Kissimmee-St. Cloud on February 2nd 
registering at 10AM and competition to follow. A 
light lunch will be provided after the plaques and 
checks are handed out.

The State Free Throw event will be held 
at Melbourne Central Catholic on March 9 
registration at 10AM, competition at 11AM. 
Concession stand available with free pizza after 
the competition and before the awards are handed 
out. Contestants are asked to NOT bring any 
outside basketballs to this event.

The Marketing Department wishes you and your families a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year.



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 20

INVOCATION

How To Write An Article

Ready to submit an article to the 
INVOCATION editors? Here's a tip sheet 
on how to prepare the article and any 

photographs that go with the article.

First and foremost, your article should answer 
the questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why 
& How. Then, follow the guidelines below:

• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 
500-600 words max (full page)

• When writing an article, ask yourself the 
following question: why should anyone take 
the time to read this article? Will it be worth 
their time? This is how you transform a basic 
article into something that compels Knights 
to sit up and take notice. Tell your audience 
why your activity matters.

• All articles should be submitted in a Word 
document -- No PDFs - NO ARTICLES IN 
ALL CAPS

• Emails with content in the body of the email 
will NOT be accepted

• File name should be brief and reflect the 
story title

Style guide to be used
• Mass, Council, titles such as “Grand Knight 

Joe Smith” are capitalized
• KofC instead of K of C (this causes text 

wrapping and paragraph return issues)
• Proof content for grammar, punctuation, 

incomplete sentences (use spellcheck)
• Council Articles
• Articles need to be brief and relevant to all 

the state Councils.
• Describe the program or activity your 

Council has done

• Tell us why this activity was important?
• What was the benefit to the recipient of the 

activity?
• How did this relate to Charity, Unity, 

Fraternity or Patriotism?
• Duplicate content submissions will be 

consolidated/batched into one article by the 
Editor

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - 
GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only

• The new section is similar to the in the 
Columbia magazine. Every council is doing 
something each month. Here is where it is 
shared. Pics would also be great

Photograph Guidelines
• Format should be JPEG, PNG file types
• All pictures to be sent separately, unattached 

to a document or PDF
• Please rename your picture files to reflect the  

article that it goes with. For example: 
feedinghomeless-1, feedinghomeless-2 etc.

• Pictures named DSC203489 or IMG-
1082 will get lost in the large number of     
submitted.

• Pictures should help tell your story and show 
primarily Knights in action, groups of people, 
and an establishing shot to show the event.

• Most importantly, WE LOVE PICTURES! 
But please send an article along with your 
pictures that tells the reader what is happening 
and why it is important.

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
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Florida State Council Mobile App
 

 

Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Mobile App 
Download via the Google Play Store or Apple App Store for free 

 
HERE’S HOW: 
 Open the Google or Apple Store.  
 Tap the search icon (the magnifying glass) 
 Search - type the name of the master app Connectu Knights of Columbus

 
 Tap on the app - Tap 'Install'.  
 After installation the app should appear on your device's dashboard  

o If you cannot find it on the dashboard, check your menu of apps                                                                 
 Tap on the app to open it 
 Type ‘Florida’ in search window  

      
 Click on ‘Florida State Council’ 
 Congratulations your individual app is installed and ready for use  
 

HOW TO USE: 
 The App has 2 pages of icons – swipe left and right to view all 12 icons 
 Each icon is labeled - Tap on an icon for that specific information 
 At the top right of the screen is a little envelope icon that contains push messages 

and the various distribution categories 
o Check the boxes of the distribution categories you want to 

receive or uncheck the ones you do not want to receive 
 Tap on one of the message categories to see previously sent messages 

for that category. 
 Tap on the star icon next to the envelope icon to save the app as a favorite 

 
 
QUESTIONS? Contact Louis Ortiz DD65 during the convention 
Text: 561-707-0312 email: lortizkocdd@yahoo.com      
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Council Pin
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer         

The shape of the pin is a Celtic cross with 
rays of light radiating forth. The cross is 
a symbol of the atonement and reminds 
Christians of God’s love in sacrificing 

His own Son for humanity. It represents Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death, since it is believed that 
through His death and resurrection He conquered 
death itself.  

Colossians 2:15: “When He had disarmed the 
rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him.”

In particular, the Celtic cross also pays homage 
to the Irish heritage of our founder of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, and his parishioners, the founding 
members of the Order. 

The rays of lighting beaming forth from the 
Cross, also remind us that Jesus is “the Light of 
the world”, and it is our call to action, to glorify 
Him, through our actions.  

Our theme “Let Your Light Shine” is taken 
from Mathew 5:14, when Jesus also used that term 
to refer to His disciples:  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

“Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com

PAST STATE DEPUTY
Don Goolesby 

dgoolesby1@hotmail.com 

STATE SECRETARY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com

STATE TREASURER
Raphael Lopez

rafelopez60@gmail.com

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE WARDEN
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Ronald Kosey

rkosey@brighthouse.com

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
David Austin

austindrtx@gmail.com

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Vinnie Cipriano

vinnie1248@outlook.com

STATE BRANDS DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication 

provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome 
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ed 
Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com to submit your questions, 
comments, ideas or errors found on this newsletter.

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly 
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council 
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the 
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE 
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Introducing Knights of Columbus  
Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and 
Let Your Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

