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ANSWERING THE CALL TO SERVE

A Diaconate Ordination

A few years ago, I applied to the 
Diaconate Formation Program for 
the Diocese of St. Petersburg. This 
was not a sudden impulse. While 

having felt the calling to serve my community as a 
deacon for many years, I pushed the feeling aside, 
thinking I was not adequate or worthy enough, 
instead continuing to serve my faith community in 
other ways including the Knights of Columbus at 
the local and State levels. 

Over the years, however, the calling would 
return and, finally, I decided to explore entering 
the Diaconate. During the year of Inquiry, Teri 
and I attended several seminars, and each of us 
wrote many reflection papers. After many hours 
of prayer and discernment with the family, I 
submitted my application to the Program, thinking 
I would politely be told, “Thank you for your 
interest, but not at this time.” Instead, on June 23, 
2013, I, along with 10 other men, received a letter 
of acceptance from Bishop Lynch.  

Following a weekend retreat that summer of 
2013, academic classes began in the fall. Classes  
on Christian and Catholic history and theology were 
offered through St. Leo University at their Tampa 

campus. The classes were taught year-round, 
following a normal college semester schedule. 
There was a lot of reading (3-6 books for each 
class) and many papers to write. In addition to the 
St. Leo classes, the diocese also conducted classes 
on a variety of subjects pertaining specifically to 
Catholicism; e.g. Canon Law, Leadership training, 
Pastoral perspectives, etc.

Besides the academic classes, those in formation 
were required to participate in summer internships 
to help us grow in our pastoral ministries. I spent 
one summer working at Pinellas Hope, another at a 
Mayan Indian School in the jungles of Guatemala, 
another at Hospice as a Spiritual Chaplain Intern, 
and the final summer shadowing three deacons 
as they performed their respective ministries in 
their own parishes. While we learned a lot from 
the academic classes, it was the pastoral ministry 
internships that really touched my heart. 

The whole process brought me closer to God 
and to my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
While the studies and the required time spent on 
studies and ministry were a constant challenge, 
the relationships that developed and grew made 

By Paul Koppie, PSD

Diaconate con’t next page
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the journey very rewarding and joyful. 
The formation process included serving as a 

Lector, Acolyte, and Extraordinary Minister.  As 
an Acolyte, I served at Sunday Masses and at the 
morning Mass on Wednesdays; at the conclusion 
of every Wednesday morning Mass, I would 
bring the Blessed Sacrament to the Oratory for 
Exposition and Adoration. 

When I started the formation process, I was not 
sure how I was going to find the time to do all 
that was required. The many classes to be taken, 
the hours upon hours of study and writing papers, 
the internships that had to be completed, all while 
working and supporting my family. 

In addition, during two years of my formation, 
I was the State Deputy of the Florida Jurisdiction. 
I had not planned on being in the diaconate 
formation while I was the State Deputy; my plan 
was to start the diaconate formation after my term 
as State Deputy. 

However, God’s plans were not the same as 
mine (as is usually the case with all of us). I was 
told that if I truly felt I was being called to be a 
deacon, I needed to start the formation process 
at that time. Needless to say, I was very much 
stretched to my limits. There were a few times 
that I wondered and worried if I could maintain 
this busy schedule and continue to give my full 
attention to everything I was involved in. 

Finally, after much discernment, I knew in 
my heart that if this was God’s plan, then He 
would see I got through it; I approached it with 

a total heartfelt trust in God. Now, looking back, 
I am amazed at what God has accomplished. The 
formation process brought me closer to God, to 
Teri, and to my family, more than at any other time 
in my life. I am overwhelmed with an appreciation 
of the many blessings God has given me to family 
and friends. 

In the past three months since my ordination, I 
have been busy with my diaconate responsibilities; 
conducting wake and memorial services, assisting 
at Sunday and daily Masses including funerals, 
preaching, participating in Communion services, 
conducting Benedictions, and participating with 
RCIA instruction.  

Recently, I have taken over Sacrament 

Diaconate con’t next page
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Preparation for my parish (preparing those who 
are about to receive their Sacraments).  I am 
looking forward to being the celebrant at the rite 
of Baptism in the near future.  Our formation 
teachers warned us we would be very busy as 
deacons, and they were correct; however, it has 
been a joyful busy.

I would be remiss if I did not point out that 
in my formation class there were two other 
Knights who were ordained deacons; John 
Carter at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in  
St. Petersburg, and Eugene Beil at St. Michael the 
Archangel parish in Hudson. There also have been 
other Knights throughout Florida who have been 
ordained as deacons as of recent and others who 
are still in the formation process. Please pray for 
all of them.

I would like to thank you, my brothers and 
sisters, for the prayers and support you have given 
me the past five years and those that attended my 
ordination. I could not have come to this part of 

my journey without your friendship and support. 
I truly feel blessed that the Knights of Columbus 
have been a part of my life. It has been and will 
continue to be a special opportunity for me to 
serve you and others. 

I ask for your continued prayers and support, 
as I will continue to pray for you. May God bless 
you and your families with the Peace of Christ 
this New Year, and may He continue to bless the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Diaconate con’t from previous page

By State Advocate Robert Urriti

Submit Your Resolutions

We just had our mid-year meeting, 
and the staff did a great job. We 
need to continue and push a little 
harder to achieve your Council 

and the State goals we have set forth. We need to 
plan for a big finish as we start the 2nd half of the 
year. Thank you for all the hard work you all have 
done so far. Let’s continue doing so to make our 
year a successful one.

We have started to plan for next year’s 
convention. Remember that in January we should 
be planning and electing our delegates to the 2018 
Convention in Orlando. Please do not wait until 
the last minute to select your delegates. If a council 

would like to submit a 
resolution to be heard at 
the convention, please 
have it submitted by April 
7th, 2018. You will be 
able to submit it online 
after January 15th, 2018. 
If a Council wants to 
submit a paper resolution, 
you would have to mail 5 
copies with a Council seal 
by April 1st. 

STATE ADVOCATE’S REPORT

State Advocate Robert  
Urriti and Lucille
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STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT

Recruitment is the Lifeblood of Our Order
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer

State Deputy Donald 
Kahrer, Jr. and Christine

As we start the 2018 New Year and 
the second half of our fraternal 
year, we must evaluate our progress 
in achieving Star Council status. 

Measuring what we have accomplished, and what 
remains to be done, is key to achieve this most 
prestigious Council status. 

 The Star Council award measures success in 
the important areas of membership, programs, 
and insurance promotion. It allows for Councils 
to benchmark their growth, activities, and service. 
These elements are vital to health, vitality, and 
long-term planning to ensure a vibrant future. The 
candidate of today is the future of our Order. 

Recruitment is the lifeblood of our Order, as it 
ensures and sustains our future. In time and with 
proper guidance and mentoring, the new members 
of today will become the officers, fraternal leaders, 
and Sir Knights of the future. 

What better gift is there to offer to another 
Catholic man, and his family than the opportunity 
and support to join our Order. Membership in our 
Order will allow the family to better serve our 
parishes, clergy, and community.  The family, 

strengthening their bond 
as a reflection of the 
Holy Family, will be able 
to serve as a domestic 
Church.

The Domestic Church 
initiative offers everyone 
the occasion to use 
their gifts to serve in 
the many programs and 
opportunities offered 
by our Order.  There are 
opportunities in Church, 
Family and Community activities. Some programs 
include 5th Sunday Rosary, Coats for Kids, 
Special Olympics, Basketball Free Throw, etc.… 
The list of programs and activates are numerous, 
as everyone can find something of interest.

It all starts with on-on-one recruiting, telling 
your story and asking another Catholic man to join 
our Order. Offer him the opportunity to protect 
and strengthen his family, while better serving our 
parishes, clergy, and community. 
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ARCHBISHOP’S REPORT

Many Journeys, One Family
By Archbishop Thomas Wenski

“Lord, every nation on earth will adore 
you.” Epiphany — which means 
“manifestation” or revelation — 
celebrates the fact that when Jesus was 

born as a man in Bethlehem, he came not for 
just one people but for all 
peoples, all races, of all times 
and places. 

For almost 50 years, the 
Catholic Church in the U.S. 
has associated the Solemnity 
of the Epiphany of the Lord 
with National Migration 
Week, so as to call attention 
to the dramatic realities of 
human mobility in our times.

Today, at this annual 
Migration Mass, people from 
the many nations that make 
up this local Church here in 
South Florida come to adore 
our Lord, who comes as a light 
for the world, the light for the 
nations. In representing the 
various ethnic ministries of the Archdiocese, all of 
you well embody the theme of this year’s National 
Migration Week: “Many journeys, one family.”

May the Star of Bethlehem, which guided the 
Magi on their journey and sustained their hope, be 
always the point of reference to help all peoples 
find their way to Christ.

The United States, whose national motto is “e 
pluribus Unum” (out of many, one), is proudly a 
nation of immigrants. In America, our Catholic 
Church from its small beginnings, with the 
establishment of the first diocese in Baltimore 

a little more than two centuries ago, has grown 
tremendously because of the influx of successive 
waves of immigrants. This diversity — far from 
dividing — has enriched us tremendously — both 
as a nation as well as a community of believers. 

Despite a constant, if 
somewhat muted, anti-
Catholic prejudice that has 
always been part of the 
American experience, the 
Catholic Church in America 
— through its vast network 
of social services and schools 
– has helped immigrants 
integrate successfully into 
American society. Our schools 
not only taught the catechism, 
they also taught patriotism. 

Our forefathers came here 
from countries torn apart by 
war and poverty — they came 
seeking “hope” and “justice”; 
and for the most part the 
“American dream” did not 

defraud them. And today, in our Archdiocese, our 
Catholic Legal Services help more than 3,000 
clients every month in three different locations 
as they seek today hope, justice and a chance to 
pursue the “American dream.”

Of course, in the last 50 years, the numbers 
of new immigrants to America has equaled, if 
not surpassed, those of the “Great Wave” of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Human 
mobility continues to increase in this new era of 

Archbishop Thomas Wenski preached this homily at the annual Migration Mass, 
celebrated at St. Mary Cathedral Jan. 7, 2018, feast of the Epiphany. The Mass 
marks the start of the annual observance of National Migration Week, Jan. 7-13. 
The theme of this year’s National Migration Week is “Many journeys, one family.”

Archbishop con’t next page
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globalization – and while war and poverty continue 
to displace people, work or the promise of work is a 
major factor that leads people to migrate from one 
country to another. In the U.S. and other countries, 
where the governments were slow to respond to 
the market’s need for more labor, irregular or what 
some call “illegal” migration grew to fill the need.

Migration is fiercely debated today. Too often 
the debates we hear on TV or radio generate much 
heat but little light. And frankly, Americans are 
divided and conflicted about immigration: 

We see efforts to pass increasingly restrictive 
legislation; we see the numbers of refugee 
admissions drastically curtailed in the midst of a 
worldwide crisis not seen since the end of World 
War II; we see draconian – and expensive – 
proposals to build higher walls and bigger detention 
centers; yet, we also see efforts, necessary efforts, 
to provide relief to those living in the U.S. without 
the benefit of a permanent status – like the 800,000 
DACA recipients, or the beneficiaries of TPS from 
Haiti and Central America.

And this month, expect the debates to intensify. 
Let us pray for our political leaders that they 
will listen to their better angels — and not just 
their fears — and pass legislation that serves the 
common good of all.

The Church teaches us not to fear the migrant 
– and the Church warns us not to mistreat the 

migrant. In a way, just as we call Jesus the King of 
Kings and the Lord of Lords, we can refer to Him 
as the Migrant of Migrants as well. In becoming 
a man like us, he “migrated” from heaven. He 
became a citizen of our world so that we in turn 
might become citizens of the world to come. And 
those who will enter into his heavenly homeland 
will do so because, as he himself will tell us: “I 
was a stranger, and you welcomed me”.

This is why the Church will continue to speak 
out on behalf of migrants everywhere. We speak 
out in defense of those, especially the young, who 
are trafficked across borders to be exploited in  
the sex trade. 

We will continue to advocate for a just and 
equitable reform of a broken immigration 
system that continues to separate families for 
unacceptable periods of time and that provides no 
path to citizenship for millions who work in jobs 
that otherwise would have gone unfilled. We will 
defend the rights of refugees and asylum seekers 
for a safe haven from persecution and violence.

In a world of broken promises and fragile 
hopes, may our Church, in her wonderful diversity 
of cultures and languages, be always a beacon of 
hope, a light to the world. By modeling what a 
reconciled world could look like, we can — with 
the help of God’s grace — show those whom 
globalization has made neighbors how to live as 
brothers and sisters. 

Archbishop con’t from previous page

https://floridakofc.org/2017-raffle-info
http://www.fathersforgood.org/en/
https://cruxnow.com/


INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 8

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT

By State Chaplain Rev. Salvatore Pignato

The Feast of the Theophany

The Eastern Church celebrated on 
January 6th the feast of the Theophany 
or the Baptism of Jesus. In the Western 
Church the feast on January 6th is the 

Epiphany, two different Feasts, but with the same 
end in regard to Jesus. The Magi came to Jesus 
in the Epiphany to venerate the Son of God. In 
that Son of God and in His birth, His purpose was 
to gather together the people and prepare them 
for forgiveness. This preaching of forgiveness 
could not have taken place without the Baptism 
of Jesus. Although Jesus did not need baptism, 
He subjected Himself to the baptism of John. 
The Baptism of Jesus signified the beginning of 
His ministry leading to forgiveness through His 
passion and death. 

You and I have been baptized by the directive 
and command of Jesus. We, therefore, have been 
given, as the Apostles at Pentecost, the ministry of 
Jesus. We begin a new year. We have a new and 
clean slate to apply ourselves to the ministry of 
Jesus. The first priority of our lives is to witness 
to the Glory of God. It is, as Jesus commands, to 
“teach all nations”. 

As Knights of 
Columbus, we have 
the wonderful task to 
minister to the mission of 
Jesus. That mission is to 
gather the people of God 
together in community 
and worship. It is, as 
Matthew’s gospel says, as 
Jesus separates the sheep 
from the goats to minister 
to the needs of the people 
of God. 

Jesus said in speaking to His Father, “Father, 
I have given You glory, now glorify My Name.” 
You and I are the glory of Jesus because we are 
the Body of Christ. During this coming year let us 
dedicate ourselves to reflecting the glory of Jesus, 
gathering the people together in community and in 
worship, always attentive to the needs of others.

God bless you all. 

State Chaplain Reverend 
Salvatore Pignato

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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STATE SECRETARY’S REPORT

By State Secretary Scott A. O’Connor

Share Your Story

Do you ever get the feeling that time 
is just flying by at an ever-increasing 
speed? Did it seem like 2017 came 
and went like the blink of an eye? Or 

did you fully experience every moment of the past 
year to its fullest extent? If you answered yes to 
the former, then perhaps you are not living up to 
your fullest potential. If you answered yes to the 
later, then you got it figured out.

In this article, I want to share with you some of 
my story. Now I am not looking for any feedback. 
But when you tell your own story, it often connects 
with others who can relate to what you are doing 
and hopefully give them something that they can 
use to build on their own successes.

I often tell people, when asked “Why did you 
join the Knights of Columbus?,” that I truly felt 
that God had blessed me with a multitude of good 
things in my life. I had a beautiful wife, a business 
that was providing for our material needs, two 
children who were doing well, a nice house in a 
great golf community here in south Florida. What 
more could anyone want? 

But I felt like something was missing. I wanted 
to give back, to help those who were not as 
fortunate as I was. But how to do it? That was the 
question. Then the opportunity to join a Knights of 
Columbus Council presented itself, and I became 
involved. 

Now, I should also explain that in my youth, 
as I was growing up, I had known about the good 
works of the KofC. My family had attended many 
a fish fry back in the Chicago area, and I had 
even been invited to join back in the mid-1970’s. 
However, it did not happen then nor for several 
decades, 

I moved around the country (for work), 
moving 14 times in about 20 years. So, when the 
opportunity presented itself again here in Florida, 
I jumped at it. I quickly got involved in Council 
activities, and since I had a significant amount of 
business experience, my skills and abilities were 

put to good use. I quickly 
rose through the ranks in 
the Council and became 
involved with the 4th 
Degree and ceremonials  
learning parts in all four 
degrees. 

Degree work continues 
to be one of my most 
cherished duties as a 
Knight. As a District 
Deputy, I learned about 
the different personalities 
of parish Councils throughout the area in which I 
lived. I got a wider appreciation of what the Knights 
of Columbus really means to the communities in 
which it exists. 

Going to council events, installations, dinners 
and charitable programs with my wife was a 
family affair. In the days when I was a District 
Deputy, my mother was living and often would 
come along, as would my youngest daughter, who 
was living at home at the time. They would pitch 
in and help set up tables, serve food and help clean 
up after the event, no matter where it was. We 
were happier than I could ever remember. Truly 
being a Knight of Columbus has made me a better 
man, a better husband, a better father and a better 
Catholic.

I encourage all of you to “share your story” 
with the men of your parish, let them know that 
the work we do is not a burden, but in fact, it is 
a labor of love. I truly believe that you get back 
tenfold what you put into it. 

Mary and I wish each one of you a safe and 
Happy New Year. We thank you for your prayers 
and thoughts. 

State Secretary Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 10

State Treasurer Raphael 
Lopez and Judy

STATE TREASURER’S REPORT

By State Treasurer Raphael Lopez

Resolve to be Kind

Happy New Year!  I spent this 
Christmas and New Year with 
my daughter and her family.  My 
granddaughter asked for help with 

her holiday homework assignment which was to 
write out her New Year’s resolution and explain 
how she came to it.  

I enjoyed seeing how she worked on the 
assignment and reading the research that she was 
doing.  She really got into it and found that making 
New Year’s resolutions, in one form or another, 
date back to Asian religions when monks would 
promise to change one habit, that in their mind, 
kept them from inner peace.

Our research gave us information that she could 
use, and that I found thought-provoking: which 
type of resolutions are kept and for how long - 
simple straight forward promises that could easily 
be reinforced by the maker.   Her assignment was 
a great exercise, and I learned a lot.  

When she finished her assignment, I read 
her report and found that 82% of all resolutions 
made are, on the average, kept for no more than 
40 days, primarily because the resolution was too 
complicated or required action the maker needed 
to perform that was not convenient.  Vows or 
promises to improve oneself, that were actually 

kept, were those that were 
simple to state and to 
practice,  and are those that 
can be reinforced by daily 
activity. She resolved that 
she would be kinder to her 
little brother - a challenge.

We discussed her 
resolution.  She asked 
what I thought and why?  
As we talked, I explained 
that kindness was charity, 
and that if we promise 
ourselves to be kind, we will practice charity—that 
we will be considerate of our family, our friends, 
and all with whom we deal.  I was thinking of  
our Admissions Degree and of the Fraternal 
Charge it presents.  

It is a great lesson, one that we can and should 
frequently reinforce by attending an admission 
degree with our brothers, to share with one 
another that lesson set forth so many years ago 
and instilled as the First Principal of our Order.  
Resolve to be Kind.

Judy and I wish for you and your family a 
blessed 2018, one in which you are known as  
a kind man. 

This site exists to provide information 
about the Knights of Columbus 
Florida Fourth Degree District to our 
brother Knights, potential Knights, 

the Catholic community, and the public at 
large. Here you will find information on 
Patriotic Degree Exemplification Ceremonies, 
background information about the Fourth 
Degree, and other patriotic information and 
links.

Also, you will find ideas and tools for our local 

Faithful Navigators to assist them in leading 
their assemblies to foster a spirit of patriotism 
and to encourage active Catholic citizenship.

We invite you to learn more about the Fourth 
Degree of the Knights of Columbus. Please use 
the menu at the top and at the left side of the web 
page to view some of our many links and special 
features we have prepared for you. We hope that 
you visit us often.

Check out the new website today at: 
https://www.floridakofcfourth.org/ 

New Florida Fourth Degree District Website

https://www.floridakofcfourth.org/
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VOCATIONS

Choices…..Oh the Joy They Can Present
By Jeff Stephanz, St. Stephen Council 14084

For most of us, choices determine a course 
of action which, we hope, can and will 
improve our present state. Choices are 
generally the result of seeking knowledge, 

gathering information, consulting others and often 
entering into periods of prayer to help us form 
sound decisions. They can, and most likely will, 
affect our lives for a considerable period of time, 
even quite possibly, an entire lifetime. One might 
say that a choice is dependent upon a great amount 
of trust in others and often in oneself.

Approximately thirteen years ago a choice 
began to develop in the mind of a young man. 
I say young at thirteen years, but I am certain 
that he began to experience the feelings, and the 
impressions may have been introduced to him, 
even years prior to this. This young man was, at 
that time, a sophomore in high school and being 
subjected to a myriad of choices. However, one 
was taking control of his heart, or more aptly put, 
maybe his heart was taking control of him. It was 
causing him to choose a path that was not often 
chosen by young men or women of his age. 

He was beginning to dialogue with our Diocesan 
Vocations Director, and an occasional day was 
spent with other young men in retreat settings. 
These young men were also being led on a similar 
journey. Some would choose not to enter this path 
but go a different direction while a few others 
chose, as did this young man, to follow their heart. 
Oh, how a choice can present peace of mind, an 
incredible satisfaction and an overwhelming joy 
that leaps, from within!

His choice culminated in a decision to surrender 
his life to Jesus Christ. Ultimately, this led to 
the fruition of nine years of life as a seminarian, 
and now celebrating the first anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood. I speak, and 
very proudly so, of our youngest son, Reverend 
Jonathan Edward Stephanz, who was ordained as 
a priest of the Diocese of Saint Petersburg. 

My beautiful and incredibly talented wife 
Tina Marie and I have nurtured four wonderful 
children; Karl, Elizabeth, Jonathan, and Anna, 

Choices con’t next page



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 12

into very successful young men and women who 
have each developed promising career paths. Karl 
is in law enforcement, currently a detective with 
the Orange County Sheriff’s Office. Elizabeth is 
a clinical music therapist in a home for troubled 
children in Pennsylvania. Anna is in Fort Myers 
working as a child life specialist in an innovative 
pediatric hospital, engaging children and their 
families facing medical/surgical procedures. 

Each has faced a multitude of choices as they 
have embarked on their professional journey. 
We all share the realization that Jonathan has 
dedicated his life to being a shepherd of God’s 
children. Mom and Dad, sisters and brother have 
all completely supported, encouraged and prayed 
for Jonathan throughout his seminarian education, 
as have so many wonderful people of our parish, 
other parish families and our community of friends 
and extended family. 

Throughout our marriage, Tina and I have 
made our church family an extension of our 
intimate family life. Through our example of 
establishing Jesus Christ as the head of our home, 
we have watched our children become engaged 
throughout the years in parish ministries: altar 
serving, music, youth groups and so many more. 
We never imposed any requirements on our kids, 
but we certainly encouraged all of them to act 
responsibly and make proper and correct choices. 
Because of our commitment of love and devotion 
for each other, Tina and I have demonstrated to our 
children that their choices can and will continue to 
determine their future.

Speaking of a commitment of love, allow me 
to return for a moment to reflect upon Father 
Jonathan’s first year as a priest, serving as 
Parochial Vicar at St. Paul Catholic Church in  
St. Petersburg. No greater joy can be experienced 
as a parent when he or she can witness their son 
celebrate a Eucharistic Mass, elevating the Host 
and the Chalice to be consecrated as the most 
precious body and blood of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Tina and I now choose to mix our Mass schedule 
monthly between our home parish, St. Stephen, 
and St. Paul, permitting us the opportunity to 

observe Father Jonathan as he engages with his 
parish family. Observing his interaction with 
St. Paul’s young children and the teenagers is 
uniquely rewarding; much like Jesus must have 
felt as He called to the children to come closer and 
draw unto Him. 

There have been other occasions within this 
past year that have allowed me to realize that our 
Jonathan has chosen very wisely. One in particular, 
was witnessing Father Jonathan celebrate the 
sacrament of marriage of his brother Karl and 
his beloved wife, Elizabeth, affectionately called 
Lizzie; so yes, now we have two Elizabeth’s in  
our immediate family. Oh, the joys that can be 
realized from the amazing choices of those near 
and dear to us. 

It is my fervent prayer that you, especially if 
you are a parent, will provide guidance, direction, 
encouragement and spiritual understanding to 
your children or your loved ones, enabling them 
to select those choices that can and will empower 
them to their highest elevations in life. The 
tremendous rewards and joy you will share can be 
overwhelming and spiritually uplifting. 

Choices con’t from previous page
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INSURANCE REPORT

Put Your Loved Ones First

During the month of January, we 
spend a lot of time thinking about 
ourselves. What will our New Year’s 
resolutions be? How will we change 

our lives? What will 2018 bring for us?
But what about the ones you love? Is protecting 

them part of your plan for 2018? Sure, there’s 
a lot that you can and do to protect your loved 
ones. You make sure they’re safe. You make sure 
they’re taken care of. You do your best to make 
them happy. But what if you weren’t there for 
them? What if you couldn’t be? 

Many are afraid to think about life insurance 
because they’re afraid of their mortality. But life 
insurance isn’t about dying, it’s about helping 
your family to live if and when something should 
happen to you. 

Life insurance allows you to continue providing 
for your family after you’re gone, by seeing  
to it that they have the money they need to be  
as safe and secure as they have always been. It  
can provide mortgage protection, income 
replacement, retirement income, final expenses, 
and so much more. 

And life insurance 
doesn’t need to be a gift 
that you’ll never see 
given. Your family can 
benefit from your policy 
while you’re still here to 
see them enjoy it. 

So this Valentine’s Day, 
when you’re out buying 
that box of chocolates or 
flowers for your wife to 
express your continued 
love for her, make a point 
to schedule time with me to get your wife a special 
life-giving gift that will help you to protect her and 
your whole family for decades.   

Contact your local agent today to learn more 
about our products. 

Robert Gitto FIC, FICF
General Agent & State Insurance Chairman
Robert.Gitto@KofC.org 

Insurance Director Robert 
M. Gitto

By Insurance Director Robert Gitto

In 1849, Jean Baptiste Alphonse Kerr wrote: 
“Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose” 
meaning “the more things change the 
more they stay the same.” But, I doubt he 

envisioned some of the changes we have seen.
Shakespeare in his play “The Tempest” first 

penned the words “Sea Change” which has 
become today a way to describe a “Profound 
Transformation.” Let’s see if any of the things  
we have seen just recently can be considered a 
“Sea Change “

Let’s start just 10 years ago…..
The iPhone was introduced. It immediately 

replaced the need for a camera. For many peoples 
it replaced the need for a computer, iPods, writing 
letters, having a flip phone or even a home phone. 
It changed the way people communicated and even 
how they socialize and interact and, especially 
with younger people, how they develop, learn and 
integrate into society. 

State Mid-Year Meeting

State con’t next page
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9 years ago …. 
Lehman Brothers one of the largest financial 

services banks—in business since 1850 (158 yrs.) 
collapses and shatters the myth of “too big to 
fail.” Barack Obama is elected as the first black 
president in the history of the United States.
8 years ago….

Cpt. “Sully” Sullenberger emergency lands US 
Air Flt 1549 in the Hudson River saving the lives 
of all 155 passengers and crew. Beyond the sheer 
act of heroism, he defined what can be considered 
a miracle in the 21st Century and rewrote the 
engineering limits and expectation of what that 
aircraft and a trained pilot together could do.
7 years ago…..

A major earthquake in Haiti kills > 160,000 
people in less than 40 seconds. It forces us 
to recognize a new reality of the potential for 
devastation of natural disasters.
6 years ago….

The Southern US States are hit with 226 
tornadoes in 24 hours, killing 334 people. (one 
almost every 6 minutes)
5 years ago….

The US Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, is 
attacked, US Ambassador Chris Stevens and  
three other Americans are killed. The rules 
of diplomatic immunity and sovereignty of 
Embassies and Consulates are broken.
4 years ago…

The City of Detroit (Motor City) files for 
bankruptcy. A symbol/icon of American industry, 
prosperity and an engine of economic development 
for generations – gone.
3 years ago…  

The world sees the rise of ISIS.
2 years ago…

SpaceX launches a Falcon 9 rocket and delivers 
11 commercial satellites into orbit. The first stage 
of the rocket returns to earth and successfully 
lands back on the launch pad.

1 year ago….
Voters elect Donald Trump as the 45th President 

of the United States. SpaceX successfully lands 
the 1st stage of a Falcon 9 rocket on a “drone” 
barge in the Atlantic Ocean.

Gentlemen, some of these are the things, not so 
long ago, could have been dismissed as the stuff 
from the pages of science-fiction or children’s 
make-believe books. Yet we have seen and 
experienced, in the last 10 years alone, significant 
and permanent Sea Changes.

What about our Order?
Just this year we have seen:
1)    A new 4th Degree regalia
2)    Online or eRegistration of new members.
3)    Electronic applications or eApps for 

insurance products.
Sea Changes…..see changes 

But ultimately we, as brother Knights, always 
come back to our original purpose as Fr. McGivney 
envisioned it…

1)    A Fraternal organization to provide and 
promote a venue for Catholic men to come together 
with the common goals of re-enforcing their faith 
and Catholic beliefs while serving their families, 
their parish, and their community and,

2)    A Financial Service organization to provide 
the vehicles for those same Catholic men and 
their families to build their financial security and 
manage their risk.

Gentlemen, we are joined at the hip, two sides 
of the same coin.

One cannot survive without the other - fraternal 
Council membership supports the insurance 
program and, in turn, insurance program supports 
the fraternal Councils. 

Ask yourselves, “Why is this co-dependent 
relationship so important? “

Only together can we provide the manpower 
and financial strength needed to allow our Order 
to do what we do.

•    Support our Clergy, community, and families.
•    Provide for the poor and afflicted
•    Protect and defend the innocent, the helpless 

State con’t from previous page

State con’t next page
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You may ask yourselves “Why is this  
co-dependent relationship so important NOW? “

Only by working together can we, as Knights 
of Columbus continue to make the difference that 
is so desperately needed in the world today.

•    We invest morally
•    We support the Church 
•    We put Catholic families first 
•     Define, shape and address the social issues 

of our time now and in the future as we did 
in 1954 by placing the word “Under God” 
in the Pledge of Allegiance

Consider this: over the past decade, the Knights 
of Columbus has donated over 1.5 billion dollars 
to charity. In the past few months alone we have 
helped victims of hurricanes in Florida, Texas and 
Puerto Rico.

We have led the effort to rebuild an entire 
Christian village in Iraq that was decimated 
by ISIS. We make a difference here, and in the 
world, and only by working hard, together can we 
provide the financial underpinnings that allow that 
to happen.

So, as you prepare and plan for the 2nd half 
of this fraternal year, I can assure you of my 
commitment to remain faithful to our founding 
principles: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.

Our insurance agencies and agents continue to 
help Catholic families obtain financial security 
and stability using life insurance, annuities, DI 
and LTC, and we will always continue to do so.

Your hard work and commitment to recruiting 
and retaining members make this possible, and 
we remain grateful to you for all you do. Because, 
only together, can we ensure that the vision of  
Fr. McGivney established in 1882 continues to 
burn brightly in the hearts of our members now - 
and into the future.

But, if you really think about it, the only 
difference between those men, huddled in the 
basement of St Mary’s church in New Haven all 
those many, many years ago, and us here now, is 
our numbers and our location. 

"Plus ça change, plus c’est la même chose" –
The more things change, the more things stay  
the same. 

State con’t from previous page

Some of the 200-plus “Coats for Kids” that Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary Council 13676 here in Candler, 
FL. collected over the past Month. 

All of the Children’s Coats, Sweaters, Hoodie’s, 
Shoes, Hats, and Gloves were delivered to our local 
Emerald Shores Elementary School here in Ocala 
where there was a major need, as outlined by the 
school principal. 

The  Adult Coats & clothing was delivered directly to 
the Children’s Home Society of Marion County after 
the Director Ms. Barbara Solomon put out a serious 
need request to last year’s Coats For Kids Director 
Ron Shepler for help.

Coats For Kids
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BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH

THEME – FAMILY PRAYER

The Christian family needs to put first 
things first by cultivating together a 
relationship with God through prayer. 
Prayer is essential for families to 

develop Christian joy, faith, hope, and love.
Meditation

From Pope John Paul II’s Familiaris Consortio
“Family prayer has its own characteristic 

qualities. It is prayer offered in common, husband 
and wife together, parents and children together. 
Communion in prayer is both a consequence of 
and a requirement for the communion bestowed 
by the sacraments of Baptism and Matrimony. 

“The words with which the Lord Jesus promises 
His presence can be applied to the members of the 
Christian family in a special way: ‘Again I say to 
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.’ ”

Family prayer has for its very own object family 
life itself, which in all its varying circumstances 
is seen as a call from God and lived as a filial 
response to His call. Joys and sorrows, hopes and 
disappointments, births and birthday celebrations, 
wedding anniversaries of the parents, departures, 
separations and homecomings, important and far-
reaching decisions, the death of those who are dear, 
etc. — all of these mark God’s loving intervention 
in the family’s history. 

They should be seen as suitable moments 
for thanksgiving, for petition, for trusting 
abandonment of the family into the hands of their 
common Father in heaven. 

The dignity and responsibility of the Christian 
family as the domestic Church can be achieved 
only with God’s unceasing aid, which will surely 
be granted if it is humbly and trustingly petitioned 
in prayer.

• Is prayer at the center of our family life? If 
not, why?

• How can we better build a rhythm of 
prayer into our family’s life? In what way 

can we mark significant family moments 
throughout the year with prayer?

• What are our family members’ preferred 
ways of praying — vocal, meditative or 
contemplative? Is there a way to incorporate 
each family member’s preferred way of 
praying into family prayer?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 65:6-14
A prayer of gratitude for God’s blessings
You answer us with awesome deeds of justice,
   O God our savior,
The hope of all the ends of the earth
   and of those far off across the sea.
You are robed in power,
   you set up the mountains by your might.
You still the roaring of the seas,
   the roaring of their waves,
   the tumult of the peoples.
Distant peoples stand in awe of your marvels;
   the places of morning and evening you make 

resound with joy.
You visit the earth and water it,
   make it abundantly fertile.
God’s stream is filled with water;
   you supply their grain.
Thus do you prepare it:
   you drench its plowed furrows and level its 

ridges.
With showers, you keep it soft,
   blessing its young sprouts.
You adorn the year with your bounty;

Family Prayer con’t page 28
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COUNCIL #13307

Engineering a Welcome Spirit

Unique in its approach of service 
to others, the Council engenders 
a welcome spirit and feeling of 
inclusion to all candidates and new 

members.  Its many works throughout the year 
have veteran Knights and new members working 
side-by-side to accomplish its many undertakings.  

There is a strong spirit among the veteran 
members of giving both advice and counsel 
in helping new members adapt and in seeking 
potential new officer material or degree team 
volunteers.

Some of the annual activities undertaken by  
St. Patricks’ Council:

• Free pancake breakfasts to all parishioners at 
fall and spring membership Blitz’s 

• Host fall fish and chicken dinners to raise 
money scholarship funds

• Sponsor Parish Outreach Program each 
August seeking school supplies for needy

• Sponsor Monthly Parish Outreach Program 
for Homeless Centers for the needy

• Conduct Keep Christ in Christmas programs 
raising funds for Parish Poor Box

• Collect and deliver Christmas Giving Tree 
donations to needy parishes & centers

• Hold annual Baby Bottle Drive to raise 
maintenance funds for Pregnancy Center

• Host a Fish & Chicken Dinner raising funds 
for Resurrection House in Sarasota

• Conduct Lenten Fish Dinners on the Fridays 
during Lent

• Plan, control and cook for annual St. Patrick’s 
Day parish picnic for parishioners

• Pass out free carnations to all mothers at 
Church on Mother’s Day

All of the above are in addition to many other 
programs throughout the year.

As a result, the Council has enjoyed phenomenal 
success. For each of the past eleven years, the 
Council has attained Star Council status or on 
three occasions, Double Star status.  Our programs 
draw new members in!

DD Gene Dolecki (r) has just presented the Star Council Award to GK Sean Cooper and State Membership Director Ron Kosey, a PGK of 
the Council for the eleventh consecutive year

Engineering con’t next page
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What follows are previous Star Council Awards 
for Saint Patrick’s #13307:

2006-07 - GK John Pecilunas Star Council
2007-08 - GK Bob Marrah Star Council 
2008-09 -  GK Bob Marrah Double Star 

Council 
2009-10 - GK Peter Pezzati Star Council 
2010-11 - GK Ron Kosey Star Council    
2011-12 - GK Ron Kosey Double Star Council
2012-13 - GK Joe Reardon Star Council
2013-14 - GK Joe Reardon Star Council
2014-15 - GK Wayne Brewer Star Council
2015-16 -  GK Wayne Brewer Double Star 

Council.
At the annual Council Christmas Social,  

District Deputy #49 Eugene Dolecki presented 
Grand Knight Sean Cooper the Star Council Award 
for the year 2016-2017, and thus the eleventh 
consecutive year.  Past Council Grand Knight  
and current State Membership Director Ron  
Kosey looked on.  

Many of the PGK’s have gone on to provide 
additional service to the Order.  In addition to Ron 
Kosey who previously served as a District Deputy, 
PGK John Pecilunas served as a District Deputy 
and then as State Forms and Reports Chairman.  
PGK Bob Marrah also served as a District Deputy 
and four years as a Regional Director prior to his 
current position as State Ceremonial Director.

At the State Convention in May 2015, then 
Grand Knight Wayne Brewer received the Council 
of the Year from State Deputy Paul Koppie with 
his wife Teresa and District Deputy Chris Treston 
looking on.

The Council has obtained multiple awards in 
the past few years, but it is the spirit of fraternity 
and service to others that seems to instill in the 
members their desire to participate and contribute.  
At the December 2017 Council business meeting, 
there were 64 members in attendance, a tribute to 
the success of the Council. 

Then Grand Knight Wayne Brewer receives the Council of the Year Award, Division III at the State Convention, May 2015 from then State 
Deputy Paul Koppie while wife Teresa and District Deputy Chris Treston look on.

Engineering con’t from previous page
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PRAYER CARD

Allow me to introduce myself. My 
name is Joseph DeStefano. I am the 
Memorial and Healing Prayer Card 
program chairman. I bring to this 

position 26 year plus of highly active dedication 
to the Knights of Columbus. Each time I take part 
in an admission degree, I am reminded that it is 
our duty as brother Knights to always be faithful. 
It is also our duty to remember the perpetual watch 
word of the order “Tempus Fugit. Momento Mori”, 
“Time Flies, Remember Death”. Brothers, life  
is short, but to him who observes and discharges 
his duties faithfully, a short life can be a happy 
one, with the promise of eternity in the kingdom 
of God.

My brothers, available for your use at either the 
Council or Assembly level, we have Memorial and 
Healing Prayer Cards. It is our duty and obligation 
to remember our dearly departed brothers with a 
condolence, and the Memorial Mass Card is the 
perfect way to let the family know we are truly 
“brothers”. Also available are Healing Prayer 

Cards. These are an excellent way to show a 
brother, who may have fallen ill, is under the 
weather or in distress, that we care. This card also 
reaffirms with our brothers and families that we 
are men of compassion and men of faith, and a 
Mass will be said in their names.

Both the Memorial and Healing Mass Cards are 
available to you, brother Knights, Friends, Family, 
at no charge. When you do use them, send back 
the enclosed return card with your donation. Each 
card that is returned will help further the mission of 
KofC Charities, which in turn will provide much-
needed funds for the seminaries and vocations. 
As a double bonus, this will count towards your 
vocation goal and receive credit as a program.

Brothers, avail yourselves of this program. 
Let us stand as one, not only for our brothers  
and families, but for the good of our Holy  
Catholic Church.

Vivat Jesus. 

Memorial and Healing Prayer Card Program
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Florida State Knights of Columbus 
Ultrasound Initiative is one of the most 
important programs, not just in our state, 
but also in our Honored Order. Every 

second, minute, hour, or day an expectant mother is 
faced with a life-changing decision. That decision 
is either made by herself, or with the support of 
her family or friends. 

The Knights of Columbus stepped forward by 
starting the Ultrasound Initiative for pregnancy 
centers giving these moms a first eye’s view of 
their unborn child. 

Most pregnancy center’s struggle to keep their 
doors open and can only provide limited material 
support for their clients that have made the decision 
to give life to the unborn child. 

Upon the approximated time to which the 
expectant mother can have an ultrasound 
performed, the Centers Director is faced with 
many obstacles, one being that most machines 
that give the best image can cost in the range of  
$100,000 to which a center really can not afford 
to do.  We as Knights of Columbus decided that 
we couldn’t allow this to happen to any expectant 
mom, or Director, so the Knights started with 
sponsoring Pregnancy Centers to raise donations, 
by doing Baby Bottle Drives, Breakfasts, Dinners, 
etc. It is the charitable mission of our Order to 
have every Pregnancy Center equipped with an 
Ultrasound Machine. 

Since taking on this important state position, 
I can see first hand that we as Knights will do 
anything to complete this mission which is asked 
of us. Each Fraternal Year every newly elected 
Grand Knight should appoint a Culture of Life 
Director, who plays one of the most important 
roles in making each member of their Council 
and Community aware of this urgent need of each 
respective pregnancy center.

All you have to do as Leaders is “Ask” your 
Assembly Faithful Navigator how to become 
involved.

Every Grand Knight, District Deputy, and 
Faithful Navigator have at their fingertips 
the “Ways and Means” to get their Council, 
District, and Assembly involved. The Florida 
State Ultrasound Initiative has a written step-by-
step policy which outlines what it will take to 
accomplish this goal.  The State policy is available 
at any time by contacting the State Ultrasound 
Chairman. Please note: “NO COUNCIL, 
DISTRICT, NOR ASSEMBLY can start collecting 
donations until the Diocesan Evaluation form 
(9884) is completed and is directly submitted to 
the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council Office 
and the Florida State Ultrasound Chairman. 

In closing, we as Knights can do more as 
well.We typically finish the program when the 
machine is delivered to each pregnancy center. We 
continue to do baby bottle drives, but we forget 
that machines will not last forever. All machines 
like our desktop, laptops, iphones, etc. need 
upgrading, or warranties expire. The Pregnancy 
Center is usually left trying to do this on their 
own. We should stay on top of this and continue 
to underwrite any upgrades or warranties that a 
struggling pregnancy center cannot afford.  

I strongly encourage every Council, District, 
and Assembly to stay in contact with their 
supporting center and those around them as they 
may not struggle financially but could struggle in 
other ways.

My brothers in Knighthood, I am available 
by email, or telephone call and willing to assist 
in any way I can. If any Council, District, or 
Assembly needs help with Pro-Life events to raise 
awareness of this program, or with raising funds 
for donations, please contact: 

S/K John T Gearon III, PGK PFN
Florida State Ultra Sound Chairman.
johngearon@yahoo.com
941.320.4745 Mobile
941.379.2593 Residence

Florida State Ultrasound Initiative
S/K John T Gearon III, PGK PFN

ULTRASOUND
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MEDIA RELATIONS AND PRODUCTION

Using Your Smartphone To Shoot Pictures & Video
By Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Media Relations & Production

You’re not a professional photographer, 
and that’s OK.  However, you have 
opportunities to capture moments and 
document accomplishments that can 

inspire others.  
The cellphone that most people carry now is 

capable of taking pictures and shooting video that 
will enable us to let others know what great work 
our brothers are doing. Here are a few tips to keep 
in mind:
Shot Composition

Always shoot video horizontally (“landscape”). 
Avoid panning/tilting (side-to-side, up and down). 

If shooting video to produce a story, include 
wide, medium and tight shots.

Stills (pictures) can be shot either way - 
landscape (horizontally) or portrait (vertically). 
Imagine the screen divided into thirds (“rule of 
thirds”). Keep your horizon level (you can use 
built-in grid included on many phones to help).

Lighting
Good lighting can make a big difference 

between a good and bad picture.  Take the lighting 
into consideration before taking the shot.

Use daylight to your advantage. Shoot outdoors 
but out of direct sunlight when possible. For 
indoors shooting, use the room lighting to your 
advantage.  For closer shots, you can use a white 
board to bounce light back at your subject.
Look Through Your Picture

Avoid distractions (such as objects “growing 
out of the head” of subjects).
Seek “Candids” Whenever Possible

Seek “candids” when possible. Some of the 
best pictures aren’t staged, they’re moments that 
are captured.  Anticipating reactions, and “being 
in the right place” can result in great photos.

Visit the Florida State Council website for more 
information.  Vivat Jesus! 

The Knights of Columbus Council 13341 presented check to a worthy charity chosen for our Annual Tootsie Roll Drive, spearhead-
ed by brother Paul Browne.  During a recent Bowling Event, Christopher Treston, a council member who is also our Florida State 
Knights of Columbus Special Olympics Chairman presented a check for $4,000.00 to our designated charity Special Olympics of 
Manatee County. This donation will help fund their trip to Orlando for the State Bowling Championship.
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STORIES OF HOPE

Puerto Rico Knights Help In Recovery

Daily life for General Agent José Lebron-
Sanabria drastically changed the instant 
Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico.

“I am surrounded by total devastation,” said 
Lebron-Sanabria of Las Piedras, a city on the 
island’s east side that was among the hardest hit 
by Hurricane Maria on Sept. 20. His office is no 
longer standing, and his house has two rooms that 
remained structurally sound enough for him, his 
wife and two children to reside in.

It has been several months since the category 5 
storm made landfall on Puerto Rico. In its wake, 
the hurricane left residents of the Caribbean 
islands on a long and arduous journey of survival, 
recovery, and reconstruction.

Lebron-Sanabria credits Knights of Columbus 
founder Father Michael McGivney for his family’s 
safety and that of every KofC Council member on 
the island.

Becoming a field agent in 2014 allowed Lebron-
Sanabria to earn a better living and the ability to 
prepare his family for hurricane survival and other 
emergencies. Lebron-Sanabria’s home is equipped 
with two gas stoves, a propane gas generator and 

a working refrigerator — the only one in his 
neighborhood. His house becomes a center from 
which supplies donated by the Supreme Council 
are distributed to surrounding communities.

“Our brother Knights have been amazing, a real 
lifeline for our communities here,” said Lebron-
Sanabria. After the Knights in Puerto Rico found 
a way to communicate with the Supreme Council 
following the storm, arrangements were made to 
send containers of urgent supplies for distribution. 
But access to the island’s peripheries from the 
main port was made nearly impossible due to 
extensive damage to the island’s roadways.

Grand Knight Armando Vivoni of Msgr. José 
Torres Diaz Council 3836 in Rio Piedras owns 
a construction material shipping company and 
immediately offered the use of his transports. With 
Vivoni’s company resources at their disposal, 
Lebron-Sanabria and seven other field agents 
were able to devise a plan to haul and distribute 
20,000 lbs. of emergency supplies to 35 councils 
in only four days. “We’re talking councils in 

Hurricane con’t next page
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communities that have been left with no power, 
no drinking water, no food and no supplies,” said 
Lebron-Sanabria.

Another 10,000 lbs. of supplies from the 
Supreme Council were distributed to the island’s 
more remote locations with the assistance  
of Caritas International and their more than  
1,500 volunteers.

Lebron-Sanabria added, “Nothing would be 
possible without my field agents who, on top of 
having their own families to take care of, have 
been working tirelessly to help those in need.”

Among the stories he shared, one field agent 
and his wife spent more than 12 days and nights in 
an orphanage that houses 15 girls. The building’s 
roof was completely blown off and the girls were 
left alone and afraid. He and his wife stayed to 
arrange shelter and provide security, water, food, 
and comfort while they found a team of men to 
repair the damages, Lebron-Sanabria said.

He added that, in a town nearby, another agent, 
with the help of two councils, spent his days in 
a parish community café cooking and delivering 
more than 200 hot meals a day door-to-door to 
hurricane victims whose homes had no roof, no 
stove, and no running water.

Lebron-Sanabria himself begins every day 
by trudging down a path he and his 11-year-old 
son manually cleared in the days following the 
storm. It was in the midst of the clearing that the 
two happened upon a buried residence of seven 
elderly priests who lacked the most basic needs. 
Since that day, Lebron-Sanabria and his son have 
been visiting the priests every morning to supply 
food, water, and other assistance.

Lebron-Sanabria added: “The guys from 
Fraternal Mission have been everything to us: 
calling every day, asking about our members and 
our needs and providing guidance. I am humbled 
by the assistance from the Supreme Council, the 
State Council, the Columbian Ladies, the agents, 
the district members, and all independent Knights 
and their families. With their help, my agents and 
I have been able to do more every day to help our 
Church and our people get back on their feet.

The Order has earmarked a significant amount 
of money to be used for church repair efforts in 
Puerto Rico. The Knights of Columbus earlier 
donated $100,000 to the Archdiocese of San Juan 
and has provided generators, food, water and other 
necessities to aid relief efforts.

To learn more and to donate to hurricane relief 
efforts, please visit” www.kofc.org/relief 

Hurricane con’t from previous page

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 8086 of Port Orange, FL 
recently donated $2,000.00 to the Resources for 
Women Pregnancy Center, the faith-based pro-
life center located in Daytona Beach. 

The donation is to be used for maintenance 
of the Ultra Sound Imagining Equipment the 
Council donated to them in 2015.  Since that 
donation, 7 out of 10 women, once viewing the 
image of their fetus, decide to carry to term.   
Shown accepting the donation is Mrs. Kayla 
Mowery Executive Director of the Center, 
Grand Knight Tim Mell along with Mike Kenne-
dy, chairman of Culture of Life.

Council Donates to 
Pregnancy Center

www.kofc.org/relief
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WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES

The Gospel of the Family: Joy for the World

In response to the Holy Father’s exhortation 
to strengthen the Domestic Church and the 
Order’s strong commitment to families, the 
Supreme Knight announced at the Mid-Year 

meeting of State Deputies this lottery incentive for 
10 couples to attend the World Meeting of Families 
in Dublin, Ireland, with all expenses paid. 

Here’s how it works: beginning December 1st, 
2017, every time that you recruit a member into the 
Order through June 30th, 2018, your name will go 
into a drawing and on July 1st, 2018, ten names will 
be drawn at random. If you are a winner, we will 
notify you and your wife immediately so you can 
plan this once in a lifetime opportunity to interact 
with families from all over the world. When you 
return, you can become a beacon of light for other 
families in your council, community, and state. 

The more men that you recruit, the greater the 
probability you will have to win this trip. Please 
communicate this incentive to all of your council 
members so that they can have the chance to win 
this experience of a lifetime. For more information 
on the World Meeting of Families 2018, please 
visit: www.worldmeeting2018.ie. 
About The World Meeting of Families

Held every three years, this major international 
event brings together families from across the 

world to celebrate, pray and reflect upon the 
central importance of marriage and the family  
as the cornerstone of our lives, of society and  
of the Church.

The main events of the WMOF2018 will take 
place in Dublin, at a large conference venue as 
well as in other venues in and around the city. It is 
also anticipated that related events, including the 
hosting of international groups, will take place all 
over the island of Ireland.

Thousands of families and individuals from 
all over Ireland and the world are expected to 
attend. Some people may come together, others 
might come on their own, others as part of an 
organisation. Adults, youth and children are all 
invited to take part.

World Meeting of Families is convened by 
the Holy Father and promoted by the Holy See’s 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. In September 
2016, this new Dicastery brought together the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity, the Pontifical 
Council for the Family and aspects of the Church’s 
mission to promote respect for human life in all  
its stages. 

World Meeting of Families will be held in 
Dublin, Ireland: August 21-26, 2018. 
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COATS FOR KIDS

Saints Cosmas and Damian Council Steps Up

With many families with young 
children continuing to struggle 
in these challenging economic 
times, there has never been a 

better time for Knights of Columbus Councils 
to help by aiding children in their communities 
through the Order’s Coats for Kids program. 

This year our Council decided to offer a $3500 
Donation instead of the customary coats we have 
given in years past. With Hurricane Irma passing 
nearby this September, many of the parishioners 
of St. Michael’s were impacted financially by 
damage to the local farms, where they earn a 
living. Sr. Gema asked for us to help her families 
with a donation in lieu of Coats for 2017. Our 
Council heartily agreed. 

This winter our local Council 13341 Saints 
Cosmas and Damian, was a unique Council in 
the Venice Diocese to continue in this wonderful 
program, from 2012 to today. This outreach event 

is held in honor of late brother David Walsh and 
his widow Emily, who founded this event for 
our Council. Also, an anonymous donor gave 
a significant donation meet our goals. Coats for 
Kids Coordinators Bill Rempe, and Ray Makovec 
expressed their gratitude for having the opportunity 
to orchestrate this outreach to our sister Parish. 

We were also able to share in a delicious home 
cooked meal made by Sr. Gema and three of her 
fellow sisters in their own dining room. Father 
Tim, arriving at St Michael’s 6 months ago from 
San Jose, CA, also joined our table. 

St. Michael Catholic Church in Wauchula is 
one of the neediest parishes in the Diocese of 
Venice with Sister Maria Gema leading family 
and education activities there. Anyone interested 
in helping the religious sisters at St. Michael’s can 
do so by contacting: St. Michael Church, Attn: 
Sister Gema, 408 Head Bridge Road, Wauchula, 
FL 33873. 

Francis Shea, Council PR Director
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Council Hosts A Christmas Celebration
By District Deputy Larry Belligiere

Last month, Father Felix Ullrich Council 
5869 held its 26th Annual Christmas 
party for over 200 children with special 
needs at the Columbian Event Center in 

Port Richey. 
Urbano DiStefano, better known as “Duke”, a 

Past Grand Knight and Former District Deputy, 
coordinates with all the local public elementary 
schools and invites all the children with special 
needs to this party. In all, 14 buses of children 
from Pasco County Schools were able to attend 
the party.

Council officers & members greeted the  
children upon arrival and wished all a Merry 
Christmas. The council provided food and 
refreshments for over 300 people including the 
children, bus drivers, teachers, and classroom 
aides. There was Christmas music with singing 
and dancing for the children. The highlight of  
the day was when Santa Claus made his  
appearance. The council was able to provide Santa 
with sacks full of stuffed animals so that every  
student in attendance was able to meet Santa and 
receive a gift.

We want to thank Steve & Tina Farrell, the 
owners of the Columbian Event Center, formerly 
owned by the Council home corporation, for 
allowing us the use of their hall. We also thank the 
teachers and aides who care for these students all 
year long, as well as the bus drivers who donated 
their own personal time to transport the students 
to the party.  We look forward to our 27th annual 
party next Christmas! 
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Newly-Ordained Deacon David Bowen

DIACONATE ORDINATION

When Alba married David Bowen, 
he was Methodist and she was 
Catholic. But they married in the 
Catholic Church and sent their 

two daughters to Catholic school. “That was never 
a problem,” said Alba. “He let me be.”

About 15 years ago, she said, unbeknownst 
to her, he began reading the Bible. In 2003, he 
became a Catholic. Last Saturday, he was ordained 
a permanent deacon for the Archdiocese of Miami, 
one of six members of the class of 2017.

“God is a God of surprises. I didn’t see this one 
coming,” said Alba, who admits she prayed for 
years for her husband’s conversion to Catholicism. 
The couple, parishioners at St. Bartholomew in 
Miramar, have been married for 40 years.

“Through the word of God, I think he discovered 
his calling,” said Alba, adding that participating in 
their daughters’ school activities and interacting 
with Father Paul Vuturo, St. Bartholomew’s 
former pastor, probably helped as well.

“As he started participating with the kids, at 
the festival, going to games, I felt Father Paul 
was a instrument [of God] through his preaching  
and [helping others] feel welcome in the church,” 
Alba said.

“The Lord had been calling me all my life, and 
I just ignored Him,” said Deacon Bowen. He is 
a 30-year veteran of the aviation industry who 
works at Miami International Airport. He said 
he considered a vocation to ministry as a child, 
but described this call, about seven years ago, as 
“more of a lifechanging experience for me… I 
found this is truly where I belong.”

Those ordained with him Dec. 16, who range in 
age from 45 to 65, told similar stories of youthful 
vocations set aside until they found their place 
in the diaconate. Three of the new deacons are 
Miami natives. Bowen was born in Nebraska. One 
was born in Cuba and another in Venezuela. They 
bring to 149 the number of permanent deacons 

currently working in the archdiocese.
Deacon Bowen will be serving in his 

home parish, St, Bartholomew. The Knights  
of Columbus congratulate these impressive  
newly-ordained Deacons!

Thanks to Ana Rodriguez Soto of the 
Archdiocese of Miami Communications 
Department for this article and photos. 

Archbishop Thomas Wenski ordains David Bowen of  
St. Bartholomew Church to the permanent deaconate 

by Joe Cox, Region 6 PR Coordinator
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DISTRICT 65

Consecration of the Holy Family Statue
By Lou Ortis, District Deputy

This is why we, as Knights of Columbus, do the things we do! Charity is our cornerstone and the first principle of our Order. These 
are just a few pictures from the Consecration of the Holy Family Statue at Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. Holy Name of Jesus Council 15619, a current Double Star Council, raised and donated the funds for the beautiful statue. The 
Divine Mercy Assembly 3698 Color Corps escorted Father Antony throughout the ceremony. It should be noted that the Council and 
assembly serve the Holy Name of Jesus Parish as true Catholic gentlemen. 

   your paths drip with fruitful rain.
The meadows of the wilderness also drip;
   the hills are robed with joy.
The pastures are clothed with flocks,
   the valleys blanketed with grain;
   they cheer and sing for joy.

Family Project
The Catechism recommends that we find places 

favorable for prayer. One of the places it suggests 
is a “prayer corner” in the home. If you do not 
already have one, make a prayer corner in the 
home in order to facilitate prayer. 

This sacred space could be a simple table with 
a nice cloth over it, a Bible, religious images and 

statues, rosaries, candles, prayer cards, a family 
prayer intention book, a vase for flowers, etc. 
Make the corner unique to your family and have 
each family member contribute one religious item 
to the prayer corner. 

For further ideas, see the following resource: 
The Little Oratory: The Beginner’s Guide to 
Praying in the Home by David Clayton and Leila 
Marie Lawler. 

Family Prayer con’t from page 16
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GAMEDAY TRADITION

A Notre Dame Gameday Tradition

Notre Dame Council 1477 Steak 
Sandwich is a Notre Dame Game 
Day tradition that is second to none, 
as it is a fixture on the Notre Dame 

campus for over four decades.
For the first time their famous “Steak Sale” 

went on the road, as it was held at the Citrus Bowl 
in Orlando on January 1st, 2018.  The booth was 
manned by both Brothers Knights of Notre Dame 
Council 1477 and Florida Knights, raising over 
$4,700 for Disaster relief.

Participating in the “Steak Sale” at the Citrus 
Bowl in Orlando,  from the Florida Knights 
were Donald Kahrer State Deputy, Mark Lynn-
State Warden, Ron Abner - Vice Marshall of the 
4th Degree, and Harry Rother Grand Knight of  
St. Cloud/ Kissimmee Council 6624.

 The Notre Dame Fighting Irish played, and 
defeated, the Louisiana State University Tigers at 
the Citrus Bowl in a close and exciting game.  

 A steak sandwich and drink costs just $10, to 
benefit a multitude of charities in the South Bend 
area.  The stand has raised over $1.5 million for 
charity since its start in 1973. 

The Notre Dame tradition was even being 
featured on ESPN Radio’s College Gameday 
broadcast in Orlando. 
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OUR MISSION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Council Pin
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer         

The shape of the pin is a Celtic cross with 
rays of light radiating forth. The cross is 
a symbol of the atonement and reminds 
Christians of God’s love in sacrificing 

His own Son for humanity. It represents Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death, since it is believed that 
through His death and resurrection He conquered 
death itself.  

Colossians 2:15: “When He had disarmed the 
rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him.”

In particular, the Celtic cross also pays homage 
to the Irish heritage of our founder of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, and his parishioners, the founding 
members of the Order. 

The rays of lighting beaming forth from the 
Cross, also remind us that Jesus is “the Light of 
the world”, and it is our call to action, to glorify 
Him, through our actions.  

Our theme “Let Your Light Shine” is taken 
from Mathew 5:14, when Jesus also used that term 
to refer to His disciples:  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

“Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

Donald.Kahrer@floridakofc.org

PAST STATE DEPUTY
Don Goolesby 

dgoolesby1@hotmail.com 

STATE SECRETARY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com

STATE TREASURER
Raphael Lopez

Rafe.Lopez@flordakofc.org

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Urrutia

Robert.Urrutia@floridakofc.org

STATE WARDEN
Mark Lynn

Mark.Lynn@floridakofc.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Ronald Kosey

Ron.Kosey@floridakofc.org

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Alfred Connizzo

Alfred.Connizzo@floridakofc.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

Lorenzo.Rodriguez@floridakofc.org

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Vinnie Cipriano

Vinnie.Cipriano@floridakofc.org

STATE BRANDS DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication 

provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome 
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ed 
Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com to submit your questions, 
comments, ideas or errors found on this newsletter.

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly 
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council 
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the 
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE 
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Introducing Knights of Columbus  
Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and 
Let Your Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

