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Breaking Ground With Habitat for Humanity
LOCAL COUNCIL 13341 IS PART OF MANATEE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
INTER-FAITH BUILD PLANNED FOR 2018

O

n Saturday, December 9th, more than
40 supporters of the Manatee Habitat
Interfaith Build braved the rain,
standing under tents and umbrellas,
to celebrate and bless the groundbreaking of
a new home. On the lot at 604 11th Ave. East
in Washington Park, members of ten faith
communities came together to turn a shovel of dirt
and share words of faith and encouragement.
The founding faith communities committed to
the project are: Church of the Annunciation and
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Anna Maria Island,
Harvest United Methodist Church and Knights
of Columbus Council 13341 of Our Lady of the
Angels Catholic Church of Lakewood Ranch,
Faith United Church of Christ, St. Joseph’s Roman
Catholic Church and Trinity Lutheran Church,
all in Bradenton; St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
in Palmetto; and Islamic Society of Sarasota and
Bradenton and St. Armand Key Lutheran Church
the in Sarasota.
“What a wonderful outpouring of love we are

receiving,” said Jackie Kendall with her husband
Marvin Kendall and their grandson Marcus.
Marvin is a custodian at Suncoast Behavioral
Health Center in Bradenton, and Jackie is a
housekeeper in private homes and a “minister
outside the walls of the church.” Marcus is a 10th
grader at Southeast High School. The Kendalls
have three grown children. Their two daughters
and son are all military veterans.
The Faith organizations have committed to help
raise the $95,000 needed to cover site preparation
and construction costs and to provide 3,200 hours
of volunteer service – much of it at the work site
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings
starting in January 2018.
“We look forward to supporting this effort
throughout the construction and remain
committed to building our relationship with
Manatee Habitat and the faith community,” said
John Joly, Knights of Columbus of Our Lady of

Habitat Con’t Next Page

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

2

INVOCATION
Habitat Con’t From Previous Page
the Angels Catholic Church.
Early on, the Inter-Faith Build Steering
Committee – consisting of representatives of the
participating groups – identified three purposes of
their project:
• to build a single-family affordable home in
Manatee County
• 
to build a coalition of faith communities
serving God

• to witness their unity and their service to the
local community
Several of the faith communities have been
involved previously in Manatee Habitat home
building projects, but this is the first-time multiple
denominations and faiths have come together to
take on a project from start to finish. The planners
envisioned and welcomed the concept of an
interfaith build, and more faith communities are
encouraged to join the effort.

Let Your Light Shine

T

By State Deputy Donald Kahrer

he second half of the fraternal year has
started, and we are off to a great start.
I ask that we do a little more than last
year; just 5 percent more in membership
and programs. This small increase will keep our
Councils strong and flourishing.
• How will a 5 % increase in membership
growth, strengthen our Councils, and secure
its future?
• How will a 5 % increase in program’s
participation, help build up the Domestic
Church, parishes, communities, and
vocations?
• How much will 5% more in pro-life issues
and initiatives better protect lives?
• With just 5 % more, how much better can
we serve our parishes, community, and
families?
• With just a 5 % increase, we can accomplish
so much more.
There are many great ideas, best practices,
and information that were shared at the district
meetings. Many Councils are flourishing with
strong programs that attract Catholic men and their
families into our Order. These programs which
integrate the family and parish ministries are a
natural fit with our prolife, youth, liturgical and
family activities. These strong programs attract
new men into our Order.

It should be our duty
and privilege to sponsor
other Catholic men to
“Let Your Light Shine”
by offering them the gift
of membership. This gift
will straighten their faith,
family, and parish. The
time to act is now, as Lent
approaches. What better
time to sponsor another State Deputy Donald
man to draw closer in his Kahrer, Jr. and Christine
faith through service.
Supreme Council has
offered a $4.50 membership per capita incentive
per billable member to Councils achieving Star
Council Status. This generous incentive should be
taken full advantage of, and every Council should
be working toward achieving Star Council status.
What does it take to be Star Council, the most
prestigious award a Council can achieve in our
Order? The answer is found in the time and tested
formula of the SP-7 Award application.
The SP-7 Award will help to keep track and
summarize a Councils activities and programs.
Some examples are:
• Church – Refund Supports Vocation
Program (RSVP)
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•

Community – Habitat for Humanity,
Global Wheelchair Mission
• Council – Special Olympics
Culture of Life – Ultrasound Initiative,
March for Life
• Family – Food for Families
• Youth – Coats for Kids
Our programs, including the Domestic Church
programs, are an integral part of parish and family
lives. Programs, such as Family Rosary Program,
encourage Councils to schedule rosary prayer
services on any day of the week, at any time of
year, with the pastor’s permission.

There is a new Building the Domestic Church
series, a collection of popular CIS books focused
on issues of vital importance for Catholic families
seeking to build up and strengthen the Church at
home. A special display kiosk is also offered by
Supreme Council Councils promoting the series.
Councils and members are truly living out
the motto “Let Your Light Shine” by performing
good works and deeds which express our Catholic
identity.
There are many examples of this light shining
throughout our jurisdiction, so let us go forth and
be witnesses attracting men and families into our
Order and build up the Domestic Church.

A Season of Renewal
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

T

HE MERE MENTION
of Lent can sometimes
seem dismal, like a
long, dreary day. Lent
consists, in fact, of 40 days and
40 nights of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving. Who can endure it?
Yet the word “Lent” does not
pertain to darkness or despair.
Quite the opposite. The original
meaning of the word actually has
to do with springtime. When Lent
begins, it’s winter. But by the
time Lent concludes, the days are
growing longer and the forsythias
are in bloom. Even if there is an unseasonal snow
shower, we take heart knowing that winter is
having its last gasp.
Lent, then, represents a new springtime in our
spiritual lives. It’s a time when the darkness of sin
gives way to a new light of grace.
SEASON OF RENEWAL
Three analogies might help us see Lent in terms

of a spiritual springtime.
First, just as we do spring
cleaning, washing away the dirt
and grime that accumulates during
the winter months, so too Lent is
a time for cleansing our souls and
our hearts, making them a beautiful
dwelling place for the Lord.
Or to use another comparison,
spring is the season when farmers
clear the land of debris and till the
soil, thus giving the seeds they
plant every chance to germinate.
So, too, in Lent we are to clear the
soil of our hearts from the debris
of sin and the deadwood of hatred; by spiritual
discipline, we till and enrich the soil of our souls
so that the seed of God’s Word, planted in us at
baptism, will germinate and grow.
Finally, in winter, we sometimes feel poorly
due to indoor pollutants that contaminate the air
we breathe. When the weather grows warmer,
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we open windows to let in fresh air. Just the
thought of getting out of the house and taking a
walk makes us feel better. But isn’t it true that
we sometimes “insulate” our hearts? When we
become self-centered, we close the windows of
our soul to God’s love and the needs of others.
Then the spiritual air we breathe becomes stuffy,
even polluted, with self-pity, impurity, anger,
grudges and thoughts of revenge. Lent is a time to
open the windows of our souls, to allow the fresh
air of God’s love to circulate anew in the depths of
our hearts and to get ourselves moving outward —
toward our brothers and sisters who are in need.
Once we look at the season of Lent as the herald
of a new springtime in our spiritual lives, Lenten
practices are no longer unwelcome intrusions into
our comfort. Rather, they become harbingers of
hope for a more Christ-centered way of life. These
penitential practices are indicators and tools of
God’s mercy — mercy that is always available to
us. Divine Mercy has the power to transform our
way of life.
With this perspective in mind, let’s briefly
review the three principal Lenten practices, with
our eyes fixed on the goal of renewed spiritual joy
and greater holiness of life.
THE PRACTICE OF FAITH

Let’s begin with prayer, or conversation with
God. There are many ways to pray, but let’s
concentrate on one: silent, mental prayer, when
we are alone with God and his voice echoes in
our hearts. Such prayerful solitude requires us
to turn off all our electronic devices, block out
distractions and simply ask the Lord to let us see
ourselves as he sees us. This is more than selfawareness. It is asking the Lord to help us measure
our lives according to his standards, not our own.
It is humbly asking the Lord for grace and strength
to confront our overt sins as well as the hidden
corruption that we often conceal from others and
even from ourselves.
I don’t know about you, but when I pray in
this way, I find I’m well short of the mark. Such
prayer leads me to seek the Lord’s mercy and to

make an unburdening confession of my sins. Lent
is preeminently the time to grow in prayer and to
receive the sacrament of reconciliation. This is a
first and essential step in spiritual housecleaning.
A second Lenten practice is fasting or some
other form of self-denial. This isn’t the same as
dieting. Rather, depriving ourselves of food is
connected with the arduous process of emptying
ourselves of everything that obstructs the grace of
God from working in us and through us. Fasting
has a way of helping us uproot our deep-seated
habits of sin and our endless desire for comfort,
convenience, power and esteem. The discipline
of foregoing food or other comforts is a way of
tilling the soil of our souls, making them receptive
to God’s Word.
A final Lenten practice is almsgiving, which
includes giving of ourselves and our resources
to those who are in need. The practice of charity
is how we open the windows of our souls to
God’s love, forgetting our own wants and needs
and concentrating instead on the needs of others,
especially the poor and vulnerable. When we
open our hearts in love to those in need, the stale
air of self-centeredness dissipates as the fresh
air of Jesus’ self-giving love circulates through
our inmost being, and we are thus spiritually
reinvigorated. For us as Knights, this practice of
charity should be second nature.
Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are, in fact,
inseparable. As St. Peter Chrysologus (+450)
taught: “Fasting is the soul of prayer, almsgiving
is the lifeblood of fasting. … When you fast, see
the fasting of others. If you want God to know you
are hungry, know that another is hungry. If you
want mercy, show mercy.”
In this way, may our Lenten observance lead us
to experience a renewed life in Christ and joy in
the Holy Spirit.
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Celebrating The Forgiveness
By State Chaplain Rev. Salvatore Pignato

G

lory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!
In April, we will celebrate the most
magnificent feast of our own personal
salvation. We will celebrate our
forgiveness through the Passion and Death of
Jesus Christ. It is the final event of Salvation
History promised by God the Father to Adam and
Eve and passed on to all humanity.
With this forgiveness, we ourselves carry on
Salvation History through the command of Jesus
who says, "Go teach all nations". In this arena, we
can now work out our own salvation living the
life of Christ in the world. Beginning in the month
of February, the Church will call us to a time of
"preparation" for this great divine event of our
forgiveness. It is called Lent in the West and the
Great Fast in the East.
From childhood we were taught that we would
have to give up something during the Great Fast,
so we gave up candy or something else. As adults,
we now have to, as St. Paul says, "Put on the cloak
of Christ". We must become adult in our Great
Fast preparation. From the very beginning of the
Church, the Apostles instructed the people of God
to fast in preparation for different liturgical events.
In preparation for fasting, the Apostles exhorted
the people to fast for forty days, in imitation of
Jesus going up the mountain to pray for forty days.
The Great Fast is not necessarily a time to give
up something, but to do something in body, mind,
and soul to prepare to celebrate, as again St. Paul
says, our resurrection from the bond of sin. If we
want to give up something, that is all right, but,let
us couple it with doing something. In body, the
Church urges us to fast with our food.
In the Eastern Church, the prescription is fasting
from meat and dairy products during the Great Fast.
The Bread of Life, as St. John calls the Eucharist,
is nourishment for the soul. During the Great
Fast, the Eastern Church is forbidden to celebrate
Divine Liturgy (Mass) except on Sundays, in

preparation for the event
of our Resurrection from
sin on Good Friday. This
abstinence from the Body
and Blood of Christ in
the East will cause us to
hunger more for that Body
and Blood.
What about doing
something with the mind?
To prepare our mind, why State Chaplain Reverend
Salvatore Pignato
not do some spiritual
exercises that are offered
to us by the Church, or going to confession
and making a general confession, increasing
the number of times you go to Mass during the
week. These are things that we can do to prepare
ourselves for the great event of our forgiveness by
the Passion and Death of Jesus.
The Resurrection of Jesus was the reward that
God gave to His Son because of the obedience of
Jesus in the Garden of Olives when he said, "Not
my will by Thy Will be done". The extra gift that
Jesus gives to us in His Resurrection is our own
resurrection on the last day. Jesus promised this to
us when he said, "If you eat my Body and drink
my Blood, I will raise you up on the last day".
I wish my entire brother Knights a wonderful,
peace-filled and spiritually productive encounter
with the Crucified Christ.
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Strive to Share Your Story
By State Secretary Scott A. O’Connor

H

ave you ever wondered why
Christopher Columbus was chosen
as the patron of the Order? He lived
long before the Order was founded
March 29, 1882, but he was a Catholic, and he is
credited with the discovery of America.
The Knights of Columbus adopted the namesake
as a symbol that allegiance to their country did not
conflict with allegiance to their faith. Columbus
was heralded in those times as a patriotic symbol
of the new world.
Early on, Knights were drawn to the Order
because of its emphasis on serving the Catholic
Church, the greater community and the family
with virtue, with loyalty, charity, courtesy, and
modesty. Later in 1885 and 1900 respectively,
Fraternity and Patriotism were added to the
Knights of Columbus motto.
While 136 years have passed since those mottos
were first introduced, their importance rings true

today. Now, more than
ever, we need to step up
and show that we are true
supporters of great men
who have come before us,
that we too have picked up
the Cross of Christ and are
willing to carry it.
As we get closer to our
state convention in May, State Secretary Scott A.
let this be a reminder that O’Connor and Mary
we all must strive to do our
best to share our stories
with those interested; to help build the domestic
Church through membership growth; to offer
those who are struggling the help that they need
to get their lives on track. Offering membership
in the Order to a Catholic man is one way you too
can fulfill the dream of Fr. McGivney of having a
Council in every Parish.

Recommiting Ourselves to Charity

T

By State Treasurer Raphael Lopez

his past month I had the opportunity
to participate in the three mid-year
organization meetings scheduled for
the Districts and Councils in Miami,
Region 7. At each session, the theme set by
Regional Director Victor Gonzalez was positive
and forward-looking as each group focused on
meeting goals set for the Councils and those the
councils set for themselves.
At the last and most recent session, Jose Jimenez,
VP for Membership at Supreme, delivered the
core presentation. Remember to keep Charity,

the reason for the Order,
and build your Council
program on this our primary
principle. Reflecting on
each speaker's message, it
seemed clear that we are
successful when we work
with our pastors in Building
the Domestic Church.
January's theme fit this

State Treasurer Raphael
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goal perfectly, Family Prayer; with the emphasis
on Family. There are times when we lose sight
of why Fr. McGivney founded the Order, Charity.
Our programs are geared to strengthen our family,
brothers, and parish.
As we ended each organization session, there
was a sense of commitment from all present that
building our Church and moving forward with
Charity as our banner in our Faith meant there was

no goal that could not be attained; that all of our
administrative requirements were a means to that
end; that our spreading the gift that Fr. McGivney
set out for us 135 years ago remains a constant –
Charity, Christian Love of Our Brothers.
Judy and I pray that during this Lenten season
we each recommit ourselves to Charity.

How Is Your Council Doing?

W

By State Advocate Robert Urriti

e are now a few months away from
our annual state convention. In
the next few weeks we should be
voting for our Council delegates
to the convention. The State Website should be
ready to accept the registration soon.
The State Website should be ready to accept
resolutions as well. Any resolutions to be presented
before the Board and the Florida State delegation
at the convention need to be downloaded into the
website no later than April 15th. These resolutions
need to be signed off by the Financial Secretary
and the Recorder of the Council proposing the
resolution no later than the 15th of April.
Any resolution that can't be downloaded will
need to be sent to the State Advocate, postmarked
by April 15th. Each resolution that is mailed needs
to be in triplicate and have the Council seal and be
signed by the Financial Secretary and Recorder.
We only have five months left to reach our
Council goals. How is your Council doing? Please
reach out to the General Programs Director,
Charities Director, and Membership Director
if your Council needs assistance. I just attended
the Supreme MPC presentation on the Domestic

Church, hosted by Denny
Harris. This program
reminded me of why we
are Knights and why we
do the programs suggested
for us. I hope everyone
has the chance to see his
presentation, and if you
missed it, it will be on the
state website soon.
My wife and I wish State Advocate Robert
Urriti and Lucille
everyone a happy and
blessed Easter.
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Do Unto Others
By Insurance Director Robert Gitto

I

n 2017, the Knights of Columbus was named
one of the "World's Most Ethical Companies"
by the Ethisphere Institute for the fourth year
in a row.
This recognition is a tremendous honor and
achievement that all Knights should be proud of.
We are part of a fraternal benefit society that puts
integrity above everything.
But tremendous though it is, being one of the
world's most ethical companies is not just an
achievement; it's our legacy and our responsibility.
We won't settle for less. We owe it to our founder,
to our Church, and to our members.
As a business, the Knights of Columbus holds a
unique place in the world.
For starters, the Knights of Columbus were
founded by a Venerable "Servant of God," who,
we pray, is on the path to Sainthood. How many
companies can say that?
It is our responsibility to continue the business in
a way that Father McGivney intended. He founded
this organization so that a caring community of
Catholic families could come together and protect
widows and orphans from financial devastation
upon the death of the breadwinner. Our mission
remains the same 135 years later.
From our founding to the present day, we
are and have been an unapologetically Catholic
company.
For us, this means that we must conduct our
business in accordance with Catholic principles.
We have established a strict screening process
for our investments, and we refuse to invest in
companies that deal in abortions, contraception,

human cloning, embryonic
stem cell research, forprofit health care that pays
for any of those mentioned
above, and pornography.
We are an organization
by brother Knights, for
brother Knights.
We don't worry about
stock price, shareholders,
or corporate takeovers. We Insurance Director Robert
worry about doing what's M. Gitto
right for our members and
their families. After all, we're brother Knights as
well.
As agents, we are rigorously trained to adhere
to the highest ethical standards. Each of us must
sign a Code of Ethics which is modeled after the
Ten Commandments. Among its commandments
is "Thou shall present, honestly and accurately, all
the facts necessary to enable a member to make an
informed decision."
"Our fraternal ties to our members," it goes
on to say, "make it more incumbent on us, in our
dealings with them, to assure that their interests are
uppermost in our minds as we provide solutions
to their financial needs. It all boils down simply
to the golden rule – Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you." After all, we are our
brother's keeper.
That's our commitment to you. And that's our
commitment to conducting our business in line
with Church teaching, and in line with the vision
of our holy founder.

Important 2017 Tax Information for KofC Councils and Assemblies
As you know the IRS changes things every year in regards to how to report things to them, this
year is no different. Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, Faithful Navigators and Comptroller
please CLICK HERE to see the new process for 2017.
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What Will You Give?
By PR Director Joe Purka

E

very year as Lent rolls around, we
generally start thinking of what we, as
individuals, can do for Lent. Will we give
up ice cream or chocolate, or maybe that
beer after work? Or will we try to attend daily
Mass, or at least make an effort to attend daily
Mass once or twice each week? These are all
admirable goals, but what is your Council doing
for Lent?
Knights of Columbus Councils are in a unique
position to contribute to the spiritual and charitable
health of their parish communities. One program
that’s easy to do and generates wide parish support
is the Forty Cans for Lent program.
Developed in 2010 by Our Lady of Guadalupe
Council in Helotes, Texas, the goal of the program
is to have every Council member and parishioner
contribute one can of food (or non-perishable food
item) for each of the 40 days of Lent. You can set
up a labeled collection box in an easily accessible
and convenient location, such as the rear of the
church or in the parish hall. Just before Easter,
or depending on the response throughout Lent,
the Council can deliver the cans to a parish food
pantry or a community food bank.

T

Forty Cans for Lent
not only allows the
Council to lead the parish
in a charitable activity,
but it offers the Council
the opportunity to gain
reimbursement from the
Supreme Council.
If the Council properly
reports its efforts on the
Food for Families Report Joe Purka, Public
Relations Director
Form (#10057), Supreme
will refund $100 for every
1,000 pounds of food contributed to a food pantry
or soup kitchen, up to a maximum of $500 per
Council. Also, this activity can help your Council
fulfill all four of the Family Activity requirements
for the Columbian Award.
The Forty Cans for Lent program is easy to do,
involves the entire parish in a charitable activity,
helps fight hunger in our communities and
potentially rewards the Council for its leadership
in a charitable activity. It’s an activity from which
everyone benefits.

Are You A Member?

he Father Michael J. McGivney Guild cause for canonization and are invited to
serves as a source for
participate in promoting devotion
information about the life,
to this Servant of God. Members
works and spirituality of Father
of the Knights of Columbus are not
McGivney.
automatically Guild members and
The Guild distributes informational
must elect to join the Guild.
materials about him, receives
The Father Michael J. McGivney
reports of favors granted through
Guild Newsletter is published
his intercession and oversees the
bimonthly except July - August, and is
distribution of relics.
sent free to Guild members.
Guild members receive regular
To join the Guild, register online at:
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

10

INVOCATION
BUILDING THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH

THEME – THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

T

he foundation of the domestic church is happy home that follows the Lord
the sacrament of marriage. It is therefore
Blessed are all who fear the LORD,
important to reflect often on the mystery
and who walk in his ways.
and calling of this sacrament.
What your hands provide you will enjoy;
you will be blessed and prosper:
Meditation - From a homily by St. John
Your
wife will be like a fruitful vine
Chrysostom on Marriage and Family Life
within your home,
How is marriage a mystery? The two have
Your
children like young olive plants
become one. This is not an empty symbol. They
around your table.
have not become the image of anything on earth,
Just so will the man be blessed
but of God Himself. ... They come to be made into
who fears the LORD.
one body. See the mystery of love! If the two do
May the LORD bless you from Zion;
not become one, they cannot increase; they can
may you see Jerusalem’s prosperity
increase only by decreasing! How great is the
all the days of your life,
strength of unity!
and live to see your children’s children.
From Pope John Paul II’s Familiaris Consortio
Peace upon Israel!
The Spirit which the Lord pours forth [in the Family Project
sacrament of marriage] gives a new heart, and
Read the below nuptial prayer from the Order
renders man and woman capable of loving one
of
Celebrating
Matrimony. Share memories about
another as Christ has loved us. Conjugal love
reaches that fullness to which it is interiorly your wedding day with your family over a nice
ordained, conjugal charity, which is the proper and family meal. At this meal, have each child share one
specific way in which the spouses participate in thing they appreciate about their parents’ marriage.
and are called to live the very charity of Christ who Then, each spouse should share one reason why
gave Himself on the Cross. ... Spouses are therefore they are grateful for their marriage and how each
the permanent reminder to the Church of what one sees Christ as present in their marriage.
happened on the Cross; they are for one another Nuptial Blessing
and for the children witnesses to the salvation in
Holy Father, who formed man in your image,
which the sacrament makes them sharers.
male and female you created them, so that as
Do we think of marriage differently when we husband and wife, united in body and heart,
remember that Christ is present in the sacrament they might fulfill their calling in the world; O
of marriage? How does this change or challenge God, who, to reveal the great design you formed
our personal views of love?
in your love, willed that the love of spouses for
What do we think of St. John Chrysostom’s each other should foreshadow the covenant you
principle of Christian married love — that spouses graciously made with your people, so that, by
and family “increase” by “decreasing”? How does fulfillment of the sacramental sign, the mystical
this principle relate to the words that we hear marriage of Christ with his Church might become
from John the Baptist: “He must increase; I must manifest in the union of husband and wife among
decrease” (Jn 3:30)?
your faithful. ... May they also sustain, O Lord,
Have we loved each family member by by their deeds the home they are forming and
sacrificing for them as Christ has done for each of prepare their children to become members of your
us? In what ways do each of us do this? In what heavenly household by raising them in the way of
ways could we be better at this?
the Gospel. ... Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading - Psalm 128 - A prayer of the
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Housing of Hope Addresses Housing Need
By Bob Dytkowski

T

ropical storm winds destroyed 70
tents at the Pinellas Hope homeless
shelter, but no one was hurt, officials
said Tuesday. Mark Dufva, Catholic
Charities' executive director, said that the nonprofit
expects damages to cost up to $10,000 when tents,
mats, and other equipment are all replaced. He
said some of the group's efficiency apartments
were also damaged.
“It’s just tough conditions out here,” Dufva
said.
Residents who lost their tents hunkered down
through the worst of the storm – which came
around 3 a.m. – as the wind ripped off tarps,
lightning flashed and thunder cracked.
“You could tell when the wind was coming,”
said Debbie Pagel, making a whooshing sound.
"And we're underneath a tree, so I'm thinking, ‘Oh
my God, tree branches are going to fall on me.
Please, Lord. Don't let a big branch come down."
Pagel, 53, said the tarp on the tent blew off
about 3:30 a.m., but she and her husband quickly
fastened it back on. They stayed awake the rest of
the night, she said.
"I walked back through there, and they're
blowing over side-ways, collapsing," said Will

Cook, 47, describing the damage. He said his tent
made it through the night. "A couple of times it
rained so hard you could hardly see."
“It probably wouldn’t matter what kind of tent
you had last night,” Cook added. “It would’ve got
wet.”
For that reason, officials hope news of the
damage boosts fund-raising efforts so that
the group can add more repurposed shipping
containers to the grounds, which are designed to
withstand Category 4 winds. Dufva calls them
“hope cottages.”
Father Kevin Mackin of St. Raphael Council
10157, visited Pinellas Hope and saw the sad state
that the tent shelters were in. They leaked when it
rained, despite being covered with tarps, and they
offered little in the way of comfort and safety.
At a fundraiser dinner for Pinellas Hope held at
St. Raphael parish on Snell Isle, Father Kevin
approached The Knights of Columbus chapter
with the idea to find a better option for sheltering
people at the facility.
At the fundraiser, Father introduced Kevin
Greeno, a local painting company owner, to Mark
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Dufva, the CEO of Catholic Charities. Kevin then
toured Pinellas Hope. “I was blown away by the
lack of proper housing we have in our community
for our fellow brothers and sisters,” Kevin told me.
The Knights formed a task force based on their
First Degree principle of Charity. The Grand
Knight, Jerry Sirgey, appointed Kevin Greeno to
lead the task force. The committee was comprised
of structural engineers, architects, electrical
engineers, and general contractors.
One of those contractors, Jimmy Schmidt
(owner of St. Petersburg Building and Restoration),
had been developing ideas for tiny houses built
by using shipping containers. He told me that
his concept was originally intended for use by
millennials who might be looking for smaller,
more affordable housing options after finishing
college.
The committee researched other types of
housing that could be employed – for instance,
composite or plastic injection homes – but they
kept coming back to the shipping containers. The
containers are sent from China carrying higherend clothing and are only used once. After they
arrive at the port and are emptied, they are stacked
and left to disintegrate.
These containers are clean, sturdy, durable, and
readily available. They are also strong enough
to stand up to hurricane conditions. It made
sense. Especially since 140 tents had previously
been destroyed in weather events, displacing the
residents who have hardly anything but a tent.
Catholic Charities had to use emergency funds to
replace them.
Once they decided on the shipping containers,
Kevin and Jimmy, along with partner and general
contractor Patrick Millrons, worked on different
models that could be made using the containers
and brought them to Catholic Charities, which
operates Pinellas Hope.
Mr. Greeno relates, “I have been involved with
hundreds of projects in the past, and never before
have I felt the Holy Spirit as I do with this one.
The Holy Spirit opened doors for this to happen.”
As of September, financial commitments total

$700,000 with other potential donors in discussion
with Catholic Charities. Kevin is also thankful for
the municipalities of St. Petersburg and Pinellas
Park. “Without leadership and compassion from
each of these government agencies, human beings
would be living in tents indefinitely.” He says,
“It’s a very touching moment when you see a
person who has nothing move from a tent to a
safe, stable environment. I have had tears in my
eyes many times when residents have shared their
stories with me.”
The project is now named Housing of Hope,
and their goal is to replace all of the tents with the
Hope Cottage concept.
The prototype was installed by members of
Knights from Council 10157 and members of the
Greeno family in November of 2015. The first
residents moved into the Prototype in December of
2015. Four more cottages were installed in April
of 2016. St. Raphael Council Knights installed
the stairs, decking, and landscaping that connect
four units.  
The goal is to convert 50 shipping containers,
thus providing vastly improved housing for
150 residents. It costs $28,000 to transform
each container. Pinellas Hope uses the units
as transitional housing as they help residents
get back on their feet and move into permanent
housing.  Currently, the project has 25 cottages on
site which house 75 residents. Ten rooms are used
for respite services.  
Knights from Council 10157, Fr. Lopez
Assembly, and private donors will fund and build
a Category 4 rated Chapel. That will consist of
three 40 foot containers. It will also double as an
emergency storm shelter for up to 50 residents.  
Hope Cottages is a solution for homelessness in
Pinellas County, but the innovative design could
be adapted for use by other councils to address
homeless needs elsewhere.  
The effect of this endeavor is expressed in the
comments of the first resident to move into a Hope
Cottage: "Coming out of those tents and into
those cottages gives something back to you. I was
gaining my pride back. I was becoming a human
being and no longer ashamed."
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Pinellas Hope Provides Cottages

S

t. Raphael Council 10157 has undertaken a
project to convert steel shipping containers
to cottages to provide shelter for homeless
people at Pinellas Hope, a ministry run by
Catholic Charities in the Diocese of St. Petersburg.
The cottages would replace most of the 300 tents
now in use at the facility near Clearwater. Each
container-cottage would take the place of three
tents and provide a less expensive, more durable,
and safer environment for Pinellas Hope residents.
Catholic Charities and St. Raphael Council have
launched a 1.65 million dollar fundraising effort
to provide resources to build the Hope Cottages.
The project grew from a challenge by our
chaplain, Fr. Kevin Mackin, OFM, who believed
that a way could be found to improve living
conditions at Pinellas Hope. For ten years, the
ministry has housed most of its residents in family
camping tents that deteriorate quickly in the
harsh Florida environment. The leaky and exposed
tents offer a slightly better and safer situation
than living on the street but are still difficult places
to live. Pinellas Hope spends $50,000 a year
replacing tents.
Brother Knight Kevin Greeno, the owner of a
St. Petersburg carpentry and painting business,
led the St. Raphael Council effort to develop a
solution. They settled on using the ubiquitous
steel shipping containers found in seaports around
the world. Greeno and other Knights worked
with business associates to create prototype living
quarters. The units have three bedrooms, each
equipped with a bed, window, air conditioning,
LED lighting, and steel safety doors with double
locks. Outside night lights provide residents with
peace of mind and security.
The units are certified as livable spaces and
have a life expectancy of 30 to 50 years. The
8-foot wide, 20-foot long containers are sturdy
enough to sustain a Category 4 hurricane. They
are insulated to protect against heat and cold.
The prototype was installed by members of
Knights from Council 10157 and members of the

Greeno family in November of 2015. The first
residents moved into the Prototype in December of
2015. Four more cottages were installed in April
of 2016. St. Raphael Council Knights installed
the stairs, decking, and landscaping that connect
four units.
The goal is to convert 50 shipping containers,
thus providing vastly improved housing for
150 residents. It costs $28,000 to transform
each container. Pinellas Hope uses the units
as transitional housing as they help residents
get back on their feet and move into permanent
housing. Currently, the project has 25 cottages on
site which house 75 residents. Ten rooms are used
for respite services.
Knights from Council 10157, Fr. Lopez
Assembly, and private donors will fund and build
a Category 4 rated Chapel. That will consist of
three 40 foot containers. It will also double as an
emergency storm shelter for up to 50 residents.
Hope Cottages is a solution for homelessness in
Pinellas County, but the innovative design could
be adapted for use by other councils to address
homeless needs elsewhere.
The effect of this endeavor is expressed in the
comments of the first resident to move into a Hope
Cottage: "Coming out of those tents and into
those cottages gives something back to you. I was
gaining my pride back. I was becoming a human
being and no longer ashamed."
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Our Lady of Hope Community Project

Star Council OLOH 8086 adopted a road project that they do 4 to 5 times a year. Their mile stretch of road is on Clyde Morris Blvd in
Port Orange, FL. This area is assigned to them by Volusia county to maintain, as you can see by the sign. This is one of their many community projects. Sir Knights (right to left) Roger Packard, Marty Librizzi, Ted Morrell, Ray Zall, Bob St.Amand, And Jim
Waggoner taking photo

The 'Catholic Church on the Peripheries' was the subject of the annual St. Scholastica Knights of Columbus essay contest taken by the
students of the St John Paul II Roman Catholic School. As Pope Francis has shown us, not to be fixated on our 'comfort zone', but to
reach out to those people on the edge of mainstream society, 'the peripheries'. The eighth-grade students took up the challenge. The
first place winner was Leah Reudink, taking second place was Drew Petrella with Jillienne Lapid winning third place.
Pictured from left are Leah Reudink, Jillienne Lapid, Amberly Grace, Aliana Santiago and Isabella Kabacinski; not pictured was
Drew Petrella. The back row is James Fitzsimmons, Grand Knight – Jack King, Youth Director and Ron Kornatowski, Council
Public Relations Director.
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Assemblies Renew Obligations
By Ken Nelson, APR

District 32 Warden Tom Berdis welcomes Fourth Degree Knights,
wives and special guests to dinner following a Renewal of Obligations ceremony that attracted 33 brothers from two Fourth
Degree assemblies. Berdis is Faithful Navigator of the Charles

A

total of 33 Fourth Degree Knights
from two Knights of Columbus
fourth degree assemblies took part in
a Renewal of Obligations ceremony
on Monday, January 8, in the KofC Council 4726
meeting hall in Winter Haven.
Hosted by the Charles Carroll Fourth Degree
Assembly 1500, Past District Deputy Everett
Evans of Winter Haven led the ceremony, serving
as the representative of the Master of the Florida
Fourth Degree Assembly. The participating
Knights from the host assembly and the Frank J.
Durbin Fourth Degree Assembly 2608 repeated
the oaths they took in advancing through the four
specific stages of Knighthood.
The 19-member contingent from the host
assembly included Faithful Navigator Tom Berdis,
Brian Hartpence, John Richards, Martin Kleebank,
Bill Holliday, Jim Riley, Bob Barczynski, Ken
Nesbit, David Witenstein, Michael Wadsworth,
Tom Shaver, Richard Ochoa, Rick Davila, Tom
Norton, Chuck Langbein, Rod Mullen, Len
Winget, Tom Forster and Everett Evans.

Carroll Assembly 1500 and Past Grand Knight of Council 4726.
The function was held in headquarters of Council 4726 in Winter
Haven and included a delegation from Assembly 2608 led by its
Faithful Navigator Sal Porta.

Members of the Frank J. Durbin Assembly 2608
involved in the ceremony were Faithful Navigator
Sal Porta, Tom Habina, Richard LePere, George
Marhefka, Jerry Melnitzke, Ken Nelson, John
Ondrovic, Robert Pezanowski, Phil Pierpont,
Arnold Saunders, Justice Whitter, James Sharak,
Scott Sharak and Carmine Spiridigliosi. After the
renewal of obligations ceremony, all the Knights,
their wives, and special guests enjoyed a full
course dinner prepared and served by the ladies’
auxiliary of the host Council, including Helen
Forster, Marlene Komisky, Kathy Norton, Tracey
Hartpence, Betsy Berdis, Carolyn Evans, JoAnn
Barczynski and Lynn Richards.
The Charles Carroll Fourth Degree Assembly
1500 draws members from KofC Council 4726,
which is a ministry of St. Joseph Church in Winter
Haven. The Frank J. Durbin Fourth Degree
Assembly includes members from KofC Council
7091, which identifies with St. Matthew Church,
and Council 11615, a ministry of St. Anthony
Church in Lakeland. The Fourth Degree is the
patriotic/ceremonial arm of the KofC.
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District 28 Spelling bee held at Kissimmee Council # 6624 January 13,2018. Pictured left to right ( PGK,PFN,FDD Tony Costantini,
DD 28,PGK,PFN Dave Lestage, youth   coordinator Willy Alvarado, GK Harry Rother (6624) and PGK, currently DGK Ed Myer.
Council students from Holy Redeemer, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School.

Both the Memorial and Healing Mass Cards are available to you, brother Knights, Friends, Family, at no charge. When you do use
them, send back the enclosed return card with your donation. Each card that is returned will help further the mission of KofC Charities which in turn will provide much-needed funds for the seminaries and vocations. And as a double bonus, this will count towards
your vocation goal, and receive credit as a program.
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Florida State KofC Ultrasound Initiative
By S/K John T Gearon III, PGK PFN, Florida State Ultra Sound Chairman

F

lorida State Knights of Columbus
Ultrasound Initiative is one of the most
important programs, not just in our State,
but also in our Honored Order. Every
second, minute, hour, or day an expectant mother is
faced with a life-changing decision. That decision
is either made by herself, or with the support of
her family or friends.
The Knights of Columbus stepped forward by
starting the Ultrasound Initiative for pregnancy
centers giving these moms a first eye’s view of
their unborn child.
At the Pro-Life movement, the 45th President
of the United States made a historical achievement
no sitting president has ever made when he
personally addressed the March for Life. President
Trump addressed the March by speaking in the
Rose Garden of the White House and via satellite.
He spoke about the sacred meaning of life and
the life of the UNBORN. I have attached a link
below if case you would like to view his entire
speech. Both Vice President Michael Pence and
President Trump have been outspoken warriors on
the Culture of Life. See their address HERE.
These past few months have been very busy for
the Ultrasound Initiative with Councils, Districts
inviting me to speak at meetings and Pregnancy
Centers in need of new machines or financial
support.
I am open to any Council, District, or Assembly
to speak or help assist at events for the Initiative.
In last month's issue, I mentioned Brother Paul
Gloekler who serves as the Florida State Pro-Life
Events Coordinator. His function is fairly new but
has made a great impact already. His position is to
help Councils, Districts, and or Assemblies, with
fundraising ideas and events for the Ultrasound.
Brother Paul is vital not only to me but to this
program as a whole. Please feel free to reach out to
Brother Paul, at 1.386.310.4094 Residence or his
email: pegloek@gmail.com

If your Council, District, or Assembly has
photos of a current Ultrasound machine being
delivered and or blessed by a Bishop or Priest,
please forward them on to me.
My Brothers in Knighthood, I am available by
email, or telephone call and willing to assist in any
way I can.
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Destin Council Continues Fish Fry Tradition

E

merald Coast Council 11893 continues Feb. 16 and Mar. 2! Dinners are held at Corpus
their tradition of running Fish Fries for the Christi Parish off Beach Dr. and run from 4-7pm.
Florida Panhandle snowbirds.
From Jan. 19-March 2 this year, the Destin
Council puts on a huge fish fry for over 400 people
every other Friday night. They heavily recruit
the snowbird community visiting the white sand
beaches of the Emerald Coast to attend through
fliers, visiting their monthly meetings, and talking
it up at church. Dinner includes all you can eat
fried whitefish, fries, coleslaw, baked beans, cheese
grits, bread, drink, and dessert. Money collected
goes toward many local charities, including the
three Catholic churches in the Destin area that the
Council supports.
This year they have added a booth to sell the
Florida KofC Charities Raffle tickets, where a
patron could win up to $25,000 at the drawing at
the state convention. They are also using these
events to recruit new members and find Knights
from other states that recently moved to Florida.
Make sure to visit the last two dinners this year on
INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus

19

INVOCATION

Catholic Charities Looking For Volunteers
By Ken Nelson, APR

K

nights from Polk and nearby counties
who enjoy major league baseball will
have an op-portunity to hit a “grand
slam” for charity by participating in
a Spring Training charity fundraiser benefitting
ministries of the western deanery of Catholic
Charities of Central Florida.
Catholic Charities of Central Florida is looking
for volunteers to run a concession stand for 18
home Spring Training games of the Detroit Tigers
at the newly-renovated Publix Field at Joker
Marchant Stadium in Lakeland. Ten percent of
concession stand sales will be donated to Catholic
Charities for support of its new Agape Mission
Markets, Lakeland Activities Center for Seniors
and Family Stability Program.
The Tigers’ Spring Training schedule runs
from Thursday, February 22 through Monday,
March 26 and includes games with the New York
Yankees, New York Mets, Philadelphia Phillies,
Baltimore Orioles, Toronto Blue Jays, Pittsburgh
Pirates, Atlanta Braves, Miami Marlins, Tampa
Bay Rays and Washington Nationals. Volunteers

are welcomed to work as many of the 18 games as
they choose.
In addition to the satisfaction that comes from
helping a charitable cause, each participating
Knight will receive a free t-shirt, free parking at
Joker Marchant Stadium and meal tickets for each
game they work. They also will be able to watch
an inning or two of Spring Training action as long
as the concession stand is fully manned.
“We invite as many Knights as possible to get
involved in this exciting fundraiser. Our goal is
to recruit a total of 30 or 40 volunteers and have
at least 12 on duty at each game. The more the
merrier,” said Brooklynne Atwell, manager of
development, community & volunteer relations
for Catholic Charities of Central Florida. The
concession stand will handle beer, Tex/Mex,
nachos and other food items.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years old and
will be required to attend one of two orientation
sessions scheduled for 9:00 am on Wednesday,
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February 7 or 3:30 pm on Thursday, February 13 at
Catholic Charities headquarters at 801 S. Florida
Avenue in Lakeland. To make reservations for an
orientation session or obtain more information
call Atwell at 407-284-7112.
Information can also be obtained by contacting
Knights of Columbus District 31 Deputy Joseph
Grates at 863-661-2659, District 32 Deputy Terry
Gallardo at 863-221-4166 or Region 3 Public

Relations Director Ken Nelson at 863-307-2207.
While all of the Detroit Tigers home Spring
Training games will be played on Publix Field
at Joker Marchant Stadium in Lakeland, Knights
from all locations are welcomed to volunteer for
this charity event.
For more information on the venue, directions
on how to get there and the Detroit Tigers Spring
Training schedule, visit https://www.mlb.com/
tigers/spring-training/ballpark

Getting The Good Word Out
By Jim Clark, Media Relations and Production Director

T

here is tremendous power in the
way a message is conveyed. With
the proliferation of social media and
smartphones, it has never been easier to
distribute video and audio to the public and to our
brother Knights.
We have another strong method to communicate
via the media. Not only can the public see and
hear stories that can help educate our neighbors
about what the Knights of Columbus is and
illustrate what we do, but electronic media have
their own much more comprehensive means of repurposing the stories they carry about the Knights
of Columbus and our Catholic faith.
Unfortunately, we're still not coordinating our
opportunities for the media to cover our events,
issues & accomplishments. There are many actions
that the Knights of Columbus undertake that could
help our goals towards better public awareness,
increase in membership and supporting our
Supreme Council missions - A few of these
topics are: charitable contributions, human
trafficking, right-to-life and immigration.
The single most important thing we can do
towards outreach is communicate within. Council
Grand Knights should ensure that District Deputies
(& preferably our state Council marketing team)

are aware of upcoming events, charitable drives
and anything that might be interesting from an
outreach standpoint.
On the other hand, we are seeing some
interesting things being carried by media, and we
do have a new promo for the state raffle available
for distribution. If you haven't seen it yet, please
visit: https://youtu.be/TJseuMOqHyM. It's our
Knights of Columbus Florida State Council
YouTube page, where you'll see video of interest
to our members across the state - and hopefully
you'll also see most of those videos shared by our
member's and state Council's Facebook and other
social media assets.
If you are aware of an event, initiative - anything
you think should be publicized - PLEASE let us
know via the State marketing team. Councils,
Assemblies and District Deputies should be
making our team at the state level aware of these
things, but ANYONE can forward information or
make suggestions.
We have so much good work being done by our
Brothers across the state of Florida. Let's make
sure we're utilizing all of our resources to get the
good word out!
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Helping Underprivelaged Children and Neighbors

E

very year on the last weekend of January
between the Feast Day of St. Francis
de Sales and St. John Bosco, Salesians
from around the country travel to
Tampa, Florida, to celebrate their founder, “Don”
John Bosco, and worship with the local parish
community of Mary Help of Christians Catholic
Church and the Families and Alumni of the onetime Catholic school and boys orphanage.
Since 1928, Mary Help of Christians has been so
much more than just a Catholic church that offers
assistance and spiritual love to the surrounding
community. It has a rich and deep history that
dates back to the Catholic roots of Tampa Bay,
with generous support for the orphans and the
disadvantaged children throughout its existence.
The hundred plus acres campus of virtually
untouched natural beauty is home to Camp Don
Bosco summer camps, high school, college and
adult retreats, Cristo Rey Tampa Catholic High
School, a Boys and Girls Club, and is host to
various other community events.
Today the Mary Help of Christians Tampa,

a Salesian Community within the Diocese of
St. Petersburg, faces the similar economic
challenges that most small Catholic churches
do. Residents of its surrounding geographic
neighborhood move away, and those who remain
do not possess a healthy enough income to fully
support the Church through their weekly tithing and
donations. Thankfully the charisma of the Salesian
Mission in Tampa also attracts "parishioners" that
attend Mary Help of Christians, who do not reside
in the "parish boundaries." They are drawn by
the Holy Spirit and participate in more than just
typical Mass or parish obligations. It is in large
part their contributions (tithes, donations, etc.) and
donations of time that allow the residents in these
local neighborhoods within the "parish boundaries"
to benefit from MHC Tampa's generosity.
Every year, a three-day weekend festival to
celebrate the Feast of St. John Bosco serves as the
primary annual fundraiser for this historic Parish.
This year St. John Bosco Council 12746 had seven
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brother Knights step up as lead coordinators for
the various elements of the three-day festival. The
following Knights, along with another 20 Council
brothers, put in hundreds of hours starting back in
November, attending planning meetings, soliciting
donations and making sure that the event was a
success to Mary Help of Christians:
•
Norman “Joe” Fortson (Grand Knight) –
Food Concessions.
•
Kevin Einsmann – Beer & Wine
Concessions.
•
Jody Fameree – Ticket sales and Finances.
•
Ed O’Mara (PFN, PGK) – Festival
Grounds Logistics and Parking.
•
Edwin Celeiro (Council Financial
Secretary) –International Food Festival.
•
Paul Antcil (Council Chancellor) – Sound
& Entertainment.

•
Tony Marincovich (Council Lecturer) –
Mary Rocks! Youth Rally on Saturday.
•
Deacon Ed Antcil (Council Treasurer) –
Mass liturgies on Sunday and adoration praise and
worship service at the Mary Rocks! Youth Rally
on Saturday.
Thanks in large part to the hard work and
dedication of these gentlemen of the Knights
of Columbus St. John Bosco Council #12746,
combined with the Salesian Spirit of St. Don
Bosco under the guidance of oOur beloved holy
Mother Mary, The Three Day Weekend Festival
at Mary Help of Christians celebrating the Feast
of St. John Bosco was a huge success raising over
$12,000. Many underprivileged neighbors and
young children of Tampa Bay will continue to
benefit from the charity of Mary Help of Christians
Tampa, Florida.
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Arnold Saunders Sees Dream Come True
By Ken Nelson, APR

T

he accolades keep pouring in for Sir
Knight Arnold Saunders of Winter
Haven for a Fourth Degree recruiting
milestone he views as his “proudest and
most memorable accomplishment” as a member
of the Knights of Columbus.
At a meeting of his Frank J. Durbin Fourth
Degree Assembly 2608 in Winter Haven on
February 5, Saunders was recognized by his fellow
sir Knights for his amazing accomplishment,
which came at a Fourth Degree Exemplification in
the Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando last November
when his two sons, grandson, and long-time best
friend, all advanced to the Fourth Degree along
with 198 other Knights.
“Watching my sons, grandson and best friend
become Fourth Degree Knights was a dream come
true for me,” the 83-year-old Saunders said. “That
Orlando ceremony was very special and God’s
way of answering prayers I offered for many years
that I would live to see my sons, grandsons and
best friend become Fourth Degree Knights.”
A past Faithful Navigator of Assembly 2608,

Arnold actually accompanied six Knights to the
exemplification in his role as District 31 Warden.
These included his sons, Terence Saunders, 51,
of Rockville, MD, and Michael Saunders, 47, of
Cool, CA; grandson, Justice Whitter, 19, of
Lakeland, FL, and his long-time best friend,
Fitzroy James, 84, of Stone Mountain, GA.
Arnold and Fitzroy have been friends ever since
they were 16-year-old apprentices at a Shell Oil
Co. refinery in their native Trinidad.
In addition to his family members and best
friend, Arnold sponsored and served as a mentor
to two other Knights who achieved Fourth Degree
status in Orlando — Alberto Pascual Juan and
Charles Barnhill, both members of his St. Anthony
Council 11651 and now the Frank J. Durbin Fourth
Degree Assembly 2608. In the weeks and months
leading up to the ceremonial, Arnold traveled
the Florida KofC degree circuit, accompanying
Michael to a third degree ceremonial in Gainesville,
Justice to second and third degree ceremonials in
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Lakeland, and Fitzroy to second and third degrees
in Newport Richey.
“It required lots of hard work and travel, but it
paid off in the end,” said Arnold, who was greeted
with a spirited round of applause by Knights from
all over Florida when his role in mentoring and
sponsoring six new sir Knights was announced at
the exemplification where he wore his new Fourth
Degree uniform for the very first time.
“Arnold is very devoted to the Fourth Degree
and has been a role model for many of us,” Dan
Marino, current Grand Knight of Council 11651
and Trustee of the Frank J. Durbin Fourth Degree
Assembly 2608, said. “He never hesitates to put on
his regalia to serve in an Honor Guard for a special
event, attend and participate in exemplifications,
and most important, recruit new members to the
KofC and Fourth Degree.”
A native of Belmont, Port of Spain, Trinidad,
Arnold is what could be described as a “late
blooming” Knight, having joined the KofC in
2009. He wasted no time becoming actively
involved, serving as Council 11651’s Grand
Knight in the 2011-12 Columbian Year. After
making his Fourth Degree in 2011, he went on to
become Faithful Navigator of Assembly 2608 in

2013-14, and has served as District 31 Warden for
the past five years. Arnold is actively involved in
St. Matthew Church in Winter Haven where he
and his wife, Oris, founded and direct the Legion
of Mary ministry.
After the exemplification, Arnold and his family
gathered in the Rosen Hotel for a “Saunders family
reunion” and to celebrate his 83rd birthday which
was a day before the event. Joining Arnold and the
newly-installed Sir Knights for this get together
were his wife, Oris; Michael’s wife, Sarah; and
Justice’s mother, Michele Saunders Heredia.

Fr. Dillion Council Presents Check to St. Gerard Mission
On January 14, 2018, Grand
Knight Terry Cassidy of the
Fr.
Dillon
Council
13989
presented a $2,000.00 check
to the leadership team (SGLT)
of St. Gerard Mission Church in
Edgewater, FL to help replace
some fencing in the parking lot.
The fencing, which crosses over
a couple of bridges and in some
other areas of the unpaved parking
lot, has been beaten up by both
age and the last couple of major
hurricanes that brought damaging
winds to the church.
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St. Thomas More Donates Coats For Kids

M

embers of Council 7826 in
Sarasota recently donated 4 cases
of children’s jackets each to
Catholic Charities in Arcadia and
to Still Point House of Prayer in Bradenton.
Under the Knights of Columbus “Coats for
Kids” program, the Council has donated 96

T

children’s jackets for the past five years to various
organizations.
Pictured with Sister Ann from Catholic
Charities are (from left to right) John Murray, Ron
McCluskey, Grand Knight Johnnie Turner, Ken
Berberick, Stan Szafranski and Phil Arsenult.

New Florida Fourth Degree District Website

his site exists to provide information
about the Knights of Columbus
Florida Fourth Degree District to our
brother Knights, potential Knights,
the Catholic community, and the public at
large. Here you will find information on
Patriotic Degree Exemplification Ceremonies,
background information about the Fourth
Degree, and other patriotic information and
links.
Also, you will find ideas and tools for our local

Faithful Navigators to assist them in leading
their assemblies to foster a spirit of patriotism
and to encourage active Catholic citizenship.
We invite you to learn more about the Fourth
Degree of the Knights of Columbus. Please use
the menu at the top and at the left side of the web
page to view some of our many links and special
features we have prepared for you. We hope that
you visit us often.
Check out the new website today at:
https://www.floridakofcfourth.org/
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and
perform works of charity.
Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.
Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and
communities.
Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Council Pin
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer

T

he shape of the pin is a Celtic cross with
rays of light radiating forth. The cross is
a symbol of the atonement and reminds
Christians of God’s love in sacrificing
His own Son for humanity. It represents Jesus’
victory over sin and death, since it is believed that
through His death and resurrection He conquered
death itself.
Colossians 2:15: “When He had disarmed the
rulers and authorities, He made a public display of
them, having triumphed over them through Him.”
In particular, the Celtic cross also pays homage
to the Irish heritage of our founder of Fr. Michael
J. McGivney, and his parishioners, the founding
members of the Order.
The rays of lighting beaming forth from the
Cross, also remind us that Jesus is “the Light of
the world”, and it is our call to action, to glorify
Him, through our actions.
Our theme “Let Your Light Shine” is taken
from Mathew 5:14, when Jesus also used that term
to refer to His disciples:

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house.
“Let your light shine before men in such a way
that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father who is in heaven.”
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer

Donald.Kahrer@floridakofc.org
PAST STATE DEPUTY

Don Goolesby

dgoolesby1@hotmail.com
STATE SECRETARY

Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER

Raphael Lopez

Rafe.Lopez@flordakofc.org
STATE ADVOCATE

INVOCATION
INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication
provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ed
Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com to submit your questions,
comments, ideas or errors found on this newsletter.

Introducing Knights of Columbus
Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and
Let Your Light Shine.
• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

Robert Urrutia

Robert.Urrutia@floridakofc.org
STATE WARDEN

Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Ronald Kosey

Ron.Kosey@floridakofc.org
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Alfred Connizzo

Alfred.Connizzo@floridakofc.org
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez

Lorenzo.Rodriguez@floridakofc.org
STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR

Vinnie Cipriano

Vinnie.Cipriano@floridakofc.org

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA
Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

STATE BRANDS DIRECTOR

George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com
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