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Father Michael McGivney was born in 
Waterbury on August 12, 1852. The oldest 
of thirteen children of Irish immigrants 
Patrick and Mary (Lynch) McGivney, 

Michael learned early about sorrow, the harsh grip 
of poverty, love and faith, and family fortitude. 
Six of his siblings died in infancy or childhood. 

At the age of 13, he left school to work in a 
spoon-making department of a brass factory to 
provide a few more dollars for family survival. 
When he reached the age of sixteen, he traveled 
to Quebec, Canada, with his Waterbury pastor 
and registered at the French-run College of  
St. Hyacinthe. 

With the priesthood clearly in mind, he worked 
hard on subjects that would prepare him to apply 
for seminary admission. He studied two additional 
years at Our Lady of Angels Seminary in Niagara 
Falls, New York. He then moved to Montreal to 
attend seminary classes at the Jesuit-run St. Mary's 
College.

When his father died in June of 1873, he went 
home for the funeral, concerned for his family's 
welfare, lingering a while in Waterbury. Then, at 
the request of the bishop of Hartford, he entered 

St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore, Maryland. 
On December 22, 1877, he was ordained in 

Baltimore's historic Cathedral of the Assumption 
by Archbishop (later Cardinal) James Gibbons. 
A few days later, he said his first Mass at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Waterbury. 
Father McGivney began his priestly ministry on 
Christmas Day in 1877, as curate at St. Mary's 
Church in New Haven. 

It was the city's first parish. A new stone church 
had been built, after the old one burned, on one of 
New Haven's finest residential streets, Hillhouse 
Avenue. There was neighborhood objection, 
which even the New York Times noted in 1879, 
under the headline: "How An Aristocratic Avenue 
Was Blemished By A Roman Church Edifice." 

So Father McGivney's priestly ministry in 
New Haven began with tension and defensiveness 
among the working-class Irish families he served.

Father McGivney worked closely with the 
young people of St. Mary's parish, holding 
catechism classes and organizing a total 
abstinence society to fight alcoholism. In 1881, 
he began to explore with various laymen the idea 
of a Catholic, fraternal benefit society. In an era 

The Knights of Columbus Story
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when parish clubs and fraternal societies had wide 
popular appeal, the young priest felt there should 
be some way to strengthen religious faith and, at 
the same time, provide for the financial needs of 
families overwhelmed by illness or death of the 
breadwinner. 

He discussed this concept with Bishop 
Lawrence McMahon of Hartford and received 
his approval. He traveled to Boston to talk with 
the Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters 
and traveled to Brooklyn to consult the Catholic 
Benevolent Legion. He met with other priests 
of the diocese. Wherever he could, he sought 
information that would help the Catholic laymen 
to organize themselves into a benefit society.

William Geary, one of the Order's charter 
members, said that at the first council meeting in 
1882, he was "acclaimed as founder by 24 men with 
hearts full of joy and thanksgiving, recognizing 
that without his optimism, his will to succeed, his 
counsel and advice they would have failed." Father 
McGivney had suggested Sons of Columbus as a 
name for the Order. This would bind Catholicism 
and Americanism together through the faith and 
bold vision of the New World's discoverer.

The word "Knights" replaced "sons" because 
key members of the organizing group, who were 
Irish-born Civil War veterans, felt it would help 
to apply a noble ritual in support of the emerging 
cause of Catholic civil liberty. 

In the first public reference to the Order on 
February 8, 1882, the New Haven Morning Journal 
and Courier said the Knights of Columbus' initial 
meeting had been held the night before. On March 
29, the Connecticut legislature granted a charter to 
the Knights of Columbus, formally establishing it 
as a legal corporation. 

The Order's principles in 1882, were "Unity" 
and "Charity." The concepts of "Fraternity" and 
"Patriotism" were added later. Each of these 
ideals played a major role in ceremonials from 
the beginning. The Columbus-linked themes, says 
historian Christopher J. Kauffman, "reverberated 
with pride in the American promise of liberty, 
equality, and opportunity."

In April of 1882, Father McGivney, with 
the permission of Bishop McMahon, wrote to 

all the pastors of the Diocese of Hartford. The 
Order's primary objective, he wrote, was to 
dissuade Catholics from joining secret societies 
by providing them better advantages at times of 
death or sickness. He urged each pastor to exert 
influence "in the formation of a Council in your 
parish." Father McGivney personally installed 
the first officers of San Salvador Council No. 1 in 
New Haven, in May of 1882.

By May, 1883, Council No. 2 had been 
instituted in Meriden, Connecticut, and Bishop 
McMahon, so impressed with the organization, 
became a member of Council No. 11 in 1884, and 
served it as council chaplain. By the end of 1885, 
there were 31 councils in Connecticut.

Father McGivney's dedication to the Order 
was evidenced in trips he made to all parts of 
Connecticut and in handwritten correspondence—
little of which survives—about KofC business. 
At St. Mary's, despite all this, he remained the 
energetic curate with constant concern for every 
parishioner's problems. Then in November of 
1884, he was named pastor of St. Thomas Church 

The original charter for The Knights of Columbus
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in Thomaston, Connecticut, a factory town 10 
miles from his hometown. It was a factory parish, 
heavily in debt, serving working-class parishioners 
with few resources beyond their faith. With 
prayerful acceptance, Father McGivney put his 
seven years at St. Mary's behind him.

His New Haven parishioners, in a testimonial 
resolution elaborately superimposed on the 
drawing of a chalice and host, declared that despite 
burdens and afflictions, his courtesy, his kindness 
and the purity of his life had "secured the love and 
confidence of the people of St. Mary's, which will 
follow him in every future field of labor."

In six subsequent years at St. Thomas, he 
wrestled with the church debt and built the same 
close ties of devotion and charitable concern he 
had developed in New Haven. He continued, as 
well, to serve as supreme chaplain, personally 
involved in helping the Order to extend its 
membership into Rhode Island. Later, from 1901 
to 1939, his younger brothers, Msgrs. Patrick and 
John J. McGivney served the Order as supreme 
chaplains.

Never robust in health, Father McGivney 
was suddenly stricken with a serious case of 
pneumonia in January, 1890. It hung on. Various 
treatments for consumptive illness were tried, 
but his decline persisted. The young priest lost 
physical strength just as the Order he founded 
was moving toward new vitality. On August 14, 
1890, Father Michael J. McGivney died at the 
age of 38. In his 13 brief, busy years as a priest, 
Father McGivney's piety and compassion had 
won the love of those he served as curate and 
pastor. His Christian inspiration, leadership and 
administrative drive had brought him the loyalty 
and affection of thousands who knew him as the 
founder of the Knights of Columbus.

From the moment he launched it, the 
organization fortified Catholics in their faith, 
offered them ways to greater financial security in 
a sometimes hostile world, and strengthened them 
in self-esteem.

Remarkably developed from its simple 
beginnings in a church basement, the Knights of 
Columbus today combines Catholic fraternalism 
and one of the most successful American insurance 

enterprises. The four towers of the international 
headquarters symbolize the Order's worldwide 
commitment to charity, unity, fraternity, and 
patriotism. More than 10,500 fraternal councils 
are active in 13 countries. A million-and-a-half 
Knights contributed $105 million and 50 million 
hours of volunteer service for charitable causes 
during the last fraternal year. And—as a particular 
result of the Order's multi-faceted services to the 
Church—the board of directors in 1988 conducted 
formal business of the Order for the first time in a 
room named for the Knights of Columbus within 
the ancient St. Peter's Basilica in Rome.

At St. Mary's Church in New Haven, Father 
McGivney's polished granite sarcophagus, 
sheltered inside a restored church, now has become 
a shrine for pilgrim Knights where the Order 
began. At the first memorial service for deceased 
Knights held later in the year he died, this tribute 
was accorded him: "He was a man of the people. 
He was zealous of the people's welfare, and all the 
kindliness of his priestly soul asserted itself more 
strongly in his unceasing efforts for the betterment 
of their condition . . .Oh, Reverend Founder. . 
.that act alone which gave life to the Knights of 
Columbus has surely secured for thee everlasting 
joy and eternal peace."

Please join the Father McGivney Guild 
if you have not already done so http://www.
fathermcgivney.org

http://www.fathermcgivney.org
http://www.fathermcgivney.org
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By State Deputy Donald Kahrer

State Deputy Donald 
Kahrer, Jr. and Christine

Founded on Principles

March is founder's month when we 
commemorate the establishment 
of our Order. The Order was 
founded in 1882, by the venerable 

servant of God, Fr. Michael J. McGivney. The 
eldest son of Irish immigrants, Fr. McGivney, was 
born in New Haven, CT, and founded the Order 
to protect families and bring men closer to their 
Catholic Faith.  

Fr. McGivney founded the Order on the 
principals of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. These 
principals continue to strengthen men and draw 
them closer to living out their Catholic faith.  

We, as Knights of Columbus, have an obligation 
to continue the mission of Fr. McGivney to 
strengthen men in their faith by sponsoring men to 
our Order during founders month. 

There are incentives by Supreme Council for 
both individual and Council recruitment efforts. 
These recruiting efforts will enhance the Order and 
live out the mission of Fr. McGivney by attracting 
men to strengthen their faith. 

These incentives include achieving Star Council 
Status, which earns the Council $4.50 credit per 
billable member. As an example, if a Council 
has 100 billable members, they will receive from 
Supreme Council a $4.50 credit per member or 
$450.00 credit for achieving Star Council status.

 Another incentive is a chance to win a trip to 
Dublin, Ireland, to attend the World Meeting of 

families. In response to the 
Holy Father's exhortation 
to strengthen the domestic 
church, and in accordance 
with the Order's strong 
commitment to families, 
the Supreme Knight 
announced at the midyear 
meeting of State Deputies 
a lottery incentive for 10 
couples to attend the World 
Meeting of Families in 
Dublin, Ireland, with all 
expenses paid.

Here's how it works: beginning Dec. 1, 2017, 
every time a Knight recruits a new member into 
the Order through June 30, 2018, his name will 
go into a drawing. On July 1, 2018, a total of 10 
names will be drawn at random.

If you are a winner, we will notify you and 
your wife immediately so you can plan this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to interact with families 
from all over the world. When you return, you can 
become a beacon of light for other families in your 
council, community, and state.

Let us continue the vision of our founder  
Fr. McGivney by our membership recruitment 
efforts. This will allow us to continue his vision of 
strengthening men in their faith, protect families, 
and build up the Domestic Church.

 Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called 
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to 
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life 

and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt 
us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and 
the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney 
on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now 
present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Archbishop Thomas Wenski walks 
through the cathedral holding up one 
of the books on which the "elect" 
have signed their names, indicating 

their desire to be baptized and become practicing 
members of the Catholic Church. Archbishop 
Wenski accepted 447 catechumens as "elect," 
the final step before their full initiation into the 
Catholic Church, during two 
Rite of Election ceremonies held 
at St. Mary Cathedral Feb. 18.

Archbishop Thomas Wenski 
preached this homily at the two 
Rite of Election ceremonies 
that took place Feb. 18, 2018, 
at St. Mary Cathedral. The 
Rite of Election marks the start 
of the most profound period 
of preparation for those who 
will receive the sacraments 
of initiation — baptism, 
confirmation, Communion — 
into the Catholic Church during 
the Easter Vigil.

Today's Gospel tells us that the Spirit led Jesus 
out into the desert where he was tempted by the 
devil.

Because he was truly human, like us, Jesus 
was tempted; but unlike us he didn't sin. But it is 
precisely because he shared in our struggle with 
temptations that we can share in his victory over 
sin, death and the devil. And this is what Baptism 
promises us — for if the wages of sin is death, in 
Baptism we die with Christ to sin, so that freed 
from the snares of Satan, we can rise with him to 
new life.

Baptism then is a gift – the gift of life, everlasting 
life. But as a gift it must be accepted, and accepting 
it becomes a task that must be lived. Pope Saint 
John Paul II wrote in his apostolic letter at the close 
of the Great Jubilee Year of 2000, Novo Millenio 
Ineunte:

"To ask catechumens: Do you wish to receive 

Baptism? means at the same time to ask them: 
Do you wish to become holy?' It means to set 
before them the radical nature of the Sermon on 
the Mount: Be perfect as you heavenly Father is 
perfect."

You may remember that old New Orleans' jazz 
anthem: "Oh when the saints, Oh when the saints 
go marching in, Oh when the saints go marching 

in, Oh I want to be in that number 
when the saints go marching in."

Well, today, you are enrolled 
in that number, the number of the 
elect, those chosen to become, in 
Christ, saints. By your enrollment 
in the book of the Elect, you are 
saying that you want to be holy.

The word "saint" simply 
means a "holy one." In Haitian 
Creole, the language in which I 
preached in every day for almost 
twenty years, "saint" is translated: 
‘Zanmi Bondye" — a friend 
of God. This is beautiful, and I 
might add, a most appropriate, 

translation; for the saints are friends of God — and 
only one who is striving to be holy can claim to be 
a friend of God.

And that is what Baptism makes of us: friends 
of God, reconciled to Him through the suffering, 
death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
in whom we are baptized, and through whom 
and through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit we 
entered into the holiness of God.

To accept a gift of friendship implies a "yes" 
to the friend and a "no" to all that is incompatible 
with this friendship, to all that is incompatible with 
the life as a member of God's family, with true 
life in Christ. This is what is implied in the word, 
"metanoia," or conversion.

Conversion means a turning to and a turning 
from — a turning to the Lord and a turning 
from sin. But this does not end with Baptism; as 
Catholics, we believe that conversion is our life's 

To Be Holy
By Archbishop Thomas Wenski
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work. Our earthy pilgrimage must always be lived 
as a continuing turning to the Lord, and therefore a 
continuing turning away from sin. And so today, we 
heard Jesus' invitation to each one of us: "Repent, 
and believe in the Gospel." (cf. Mark)

At the Easter vigil, you will make your profession 
of faith. And at Easter, all of us who have been 
baptized already also will be asked to renew that 
same profession of faith. That profession of faith 
based on the Apostles' Creed is our "yes" to God. It 
is our pledge that — in spite of whatever trials and 
tribulations we may face — we will walk through 
this life as a friend of God, as a friend of Jesus, and 
in the company of his friends, that is his Catholic 
Church.

Now before you can say yes, you also have to 
say no to something. In the desert, Jesus says no to 
Satan and to his false promises of power, pleasure, 
and vain riches. And, of course, before you make 
that profession of faith on Holy Saturday evening, 
you will be asked to renounce Satan and all his 
works and all his empty promises.

For you, catechumens, Lent is a time of final 
preparations for that day, the day of your rebirth in 
Christ. Lent for you must resemble in some way 
the desert experience of Jesus. As Jesus prayed and 
fasted for 40 days, Lent must also be for us a time 
of prayer and fasting so that when Holy Saturday 
comes you will be ready to have your sins forgiven 
in the waters of Baptism. By your fasting and 
mortifications, you will learn — as all of us must 

learn — to say "no" to ourselves and the sinful 
inclinations of our fallen human nature so that we 
might be more ready to "say yes" to God.

Again, to quote Saint John Paul II in Novo 
Millennio Ineunte, "since Baptism is a true entry into 
the holiness of God…it would be a contradiction 
to settle for a life of mediocrity, marked by a 
minimalist ethic and a shallow religiosity."

"Oh, when the saints, Oh when the saints go 
marching in, Oh when the saints go marching in, 
Oh I want to be in that number when the saints go 
marching in."

Yes today you are enrolled in that number, you 
are chosen to be saints, to be Zanmi Bondye, friends 
of God. And now, of course, you begin your final 
preparations; now begins the desert experience, 40 
more days to pray and fast, to find the strength to 
say "no" to whatever contradictions that remain in 
your lives that keep you from accepting the gift of 
Baptism, from becoming a friend of God.

As the day of Baptism draws nearer — the day 
on which your conversion — your turning to God 
and turning away from sin — is solemnized in the 
Rites of Christian Initiation, remain steadfast in 
prayer and know that your Catholic brothers and 
sisters are praying for you, and awaiting with great 
joy your entry into the Church. Remember the 
words spoken over and over again in the Scriptures 
and repeated to us so often by Saint John Paul II: 
Be not afraid. Don't be afraid to walk through life 
as a friend of God.

As you know we have had a Raffle going 
on to help Florida State Charites as 
well as the Councils. Each Council 

was supplied raffle ticket books base on their 
Membership numbers. Each book contains 12 
tickets which are $1 each. For every ticket that is 
sold the Council gets to keep $.50 and they send 
the other $.50 to Florida State Charities. So if a 
Council sold 20 books they would get to keep 
$120 and the Financial Secretary would then 
send in the other $120. For more information on 
the Raffle Click the Icon below. You can also see 
the Video about the Raffle as well by Clicking 
on the video Icon.

 Here is where each Region stands on books 
sold as of March 1st, 2018:

 Region 1- 259 Region 5- 945
 Region 2- 496 Region 6- 765
 Region 3- 669 Region 7- 214
 Region 4 – 1326

https://floridakofc.org/2017-raffle-info


INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 8

INVOCATION

By State Chaplain Rev. Salvatore Pignato

We are preparing for and 
approaching the greatest event 
of the Catholic Church. It is the 
Resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus came into the world as 
the promise of God to Adam and Eve. 

He came into the world to make right what 
Adam and Eve made wrong. At the end of the 
month we will celebrate the Passion and Death 
of Jesus which accomplished our forgiveness 
from the sin of disobedience of Adam and Eve 
and eternal death. In response to Jesus and His 
sacrifice of Himself by the shedding of His Blood, 
God the Father rewarded Jesus by raising Him 
from the dead on the third day.

If that was not enough, the Resurrection of Jesus 
opened the Gates of Heaven for all of us. Prepare 

for these events of sorrow 
and celebration by prayer 
and confession. Let us 
cleans ourselves during 
this last month of the 
Great Fast in body, mind 
and soul. Let us purify 
ourselves, committed to 
the ministry of Jesus and 
rise with Jesus on Easter 
Sunday renewed and 
ready to work to proclaim 
the Name of Jesus to the 
world. Let us cry out on Easter Sunday, Christ is 
Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!

God bless all of you and enjoy this great Season.

State Chaplain Reverend 
Salvatore Pignato

Reflecting the Glory of Jesus

By State Secretary Scott A. O’Connor

Every March 29, we celebrate Founders 
Day, marking the date that the charter was 
granted to the Knights of Columbus and 
our Order began its important mission.  

Our founder, The Venerable Michael McGivney, 
servant of God, was a young man, dying on the 
eve of his 38th birthday.  

His vision was always closely connected with 
young men and women for whom he envisioned 
a bright future that included human dignity and 
happiness, coming from a cultivated relationship 
with Jesus Christ and living out the precepts as 
defined by the Gospels. This March, every Knight 
should do his part to see that Fr. McGivney's dream 
is fulfilled by taking steps to offer membership in 
our Order.  Here are a few things that each Knight 
can do himself:

Always wear your 
KofC pin, you never know 
when someone will ask 
you what it stands for, this 
can lead to dialog on how 
the person can learn about 
membership.

Carry an information 
card, it is available for 
free, from the KofC Supply 
Department. This can be 
filled out at a moment's 
notice.

Read up and become familiar with the new 
E-Class membership, often the people you 
encounter may not have the time to join a council 
right now but would benefit from membership.  If 

State Secretary Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary

Celebrating Founder's Day
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By State Treasurer Raphael Lopez

Brothers, as we near the end of the 
Fraternal year and begin to prepare for 
the state convention, we look back to 
see how we will meet our goals for the 

past year.  Specifically, our membership goals; the 
membership activities we set out to complete have 
left us near or at our council and State membership 
objectives that we planned for at the beginning of 
the year. 

We all can think about strategies that we used 
and perhaps could use to increase membership.

This past weekend I had the privilege of serving 
on a Knighthood degree team in southeast Florida.  
It was a large class, and as I introduced myself 
to several of the class member's, one individual 
stood out.  He and I recalled that we had met 
somewhere before.  We started speaking about 
where we had met and under what circumstances.  
It was interesting to me that his memory of me 
was based on the interactions of my wife, Judy, 
with his mother.  Years ago I was a real estate 
agent and had assisted his mother in the sale of her 
house.    One of the things that Judy gave to his 
mother, and which he now still keeps, is a prayer 
card - The prayer of Jabez. We spoke about it and 
his memory of that, and how significant that small 
gift had become to him., and how that prayer was 
still forming him now. 

I asked him how he 
enjoyed the Knights and 
what he was looking 
forward to doing in the 
Order.   He responded how 
he enjoyed being a part of a 
group that shared their faith 
openly and served others 
because of it.

When the degree was 
completed, we spoke 
again. I asked if and what 
he enjoyed in the degree.  
Again he went to the Catholic values that were 
the lesson of this Knighthood Degree.  I was a 
bit melancholy because as I looked at this new 
Knight, I wondered how many times had I 
missed an opportunity to invite an acquaintance, 
a client, or a friend to join us in our Brotherhood.  
We sometimes regret that we don't take every 
opportunity to share our faith with our brothers.

If our goal is membership alone, we won't 
succeed. If our goal is uniting brothers in charity 
and in faith, we will.  Make it a point to invite 
those men who you do not know well, or perhaps  
who have said no to your invitation before to share 
with us membership in our brotherhood of faith. 

Judy and I wish you each a blessed Easter.

State Treasurer Raphael 
Lopez and Judy

Recommiting Ourselves to Charity

someone tells you they are "too busy" right now, 
recommend the E-Class membership.

If you are not already active on a degree team, 
consider learning a part and take an active roll in 
ceremonials.  If your council does not have an 
active Admissions team, consider starting one, just 
ask the Grand Knight, he will order the practice 
books for you.

Remember, every council should be recruiting 
one new member every month.  Why not be the 
recruiter for your council this month.

Remember, Father McGivney's high degree of 

virtue, his living examples of patience, charity, 
humility and fortitude that he always offered to 
the men of his circle.  Fr. McGivney never lost 
sight of the needs of the future, trusting in God, Fr. 
McGivney in his short life, left us with a wonderful 
vision and legacy that has endured and grown to 
be the strong Order that we are 136 years later, 
an association of faithful men of action who live 
out the virtues of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism each and every day.  

We thank you for your prayers and thoughts.
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By State Warden Rick Hughes

I want to thank the State Deputy and the 
Executive Board for the opportunity to 
once again serve the Florida State Council. 
Melodee and I look forward to serving the 

members and families of the Order in Florida!
With the State Convention bearing down on 

us, it is time to focus on the administrative actions 
necessary to ensure each Council is properly 
represented in conducting the business of the 
Florida State Council. The Convention page on 
the State website is open, and new information is 
frequently being added, so please take the time to 
visit the site often. 

Registration on the website is a straight 
forward process. First, each Council should have 
completed, or should soon complete, the election 
of delegates to the State Convention. The primary 
delegates are the current Grand Knight and a Past 
Grand Knight of the Council. 

Alternates to each of the delegates should also 
be elected, in case the primary delegates need to 
be replaced; each alternate must be at least a Third 
Degree Knight. Once the election is complete, 
the Council Financial Secretary must enter and 
certify the results of the election in the Election 
of Delegates form on the State Convention web 
page. 

This step is extremely important—it is the only 
way for the State Council to identify and verify the 
official Council delegates to the State Convention.  
The State Deputy has stipulated that the Election 
of Delegates form should be completed by March 
31, 2018.

Once the Financial Secretary has completed 
the Election of Delegates form, delegates must 
individually register for the Convention. This step 
is also important; many Councils believe that once 
the Financial Secretary enters the information 
on the Election of Delegates form, the Council 
Delegates are registered for the Convention. 
Not so!! However, members cannot individually 
register as Delegates until the Financial Secretary 

has completed his actions. 
During individual 

registration, delegates will 
be able to select and pay 
for events for themselves 
and family members or 
guests. (Each Delegate 
automatically receives 
one registration packet, 
one ticket for the Saturday 
night banquet, and one 
ticket for the Sunday 
breakfast meal. The cost of the Delegate's meals is 
deducted from each Delegate's per diem payment.)

If you are not a delegate, you may individually 
register at any time, but you must pay in advance 
for all events. No event tickets will be sold at the 
Convention!

Please don't forget about the Ladies Luncheon 
on Saturday. This is a great opportunity for ladies 
from across the State to meet, socialize, and enjoy 
fellowship while the members are tied up in the 
business of the Convention.

All individual registrations (delegates or 
otherwise) should be completed by April 15, 2018. 
You may continue to add and pay for events after 
that time, but we must cut those off in early May 
to give solid event numbers to the hotel.

Speaking of the hotel, the venue for the State 
Convention this year is the Hyatt Regency on 
International Drive in Orlando.  I have had the 
opportunity to tour the facilities, and I sincerely 
believe that delegates, attendees, and their families 
will thoroughly enjoy this new venue. 

The convention website has a link to make 
reservations for your stay. To obtain the group 
rate, all reservations must be made by May 2, 
2018. But don't wait until the last minute—we 
could easily run out of rooms in the bloc that we 
have been allocated!

The State Convention is not only an opportunity 
for members to conduct the necessary business 

State Warden Rick Hughes

How Is Your Council Doing?
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Insurance Director Robert 
M. Gitto

By Insurance Director Robert Gitto

A Founding Vision, A Visionary Founder

of the Florida State Council, but also to network 
and socialize in the spirit of Charity, Unity, and 
Fraternity. I will do everything I can to help the 

delegates, attendees, and their families have a 
smooth and enjoyable Convention experience!

Resolved by this assembly: That Michael 
J. McGivney, Matthew C. O'Connor, 
Cornelius J. Driscoll, James J. Mullen, 
John J. Kerrigan, Daniel Colwell, 

and William M. Geary, and all other persons 
now associated with them under the name of the 
Knights of Columbus, together with all other such 
persons as may hereafter become associated with 
them, and their successors, are constituted a body 
corporate and politic by the name of the Knights 
of Columbus.

"The purpose for which said corporation 
is formed are the following: (a) of rendering 
pecuniary aid to its members, their families and 
beneficiaries of members and their families; (b) 
of rendering mutual aid and assistance to its sick, 
disabled and needy members and their families; 
(c) of promoting social and intellectual intercourse 
among its members and their families, and (d) of 
promoting and conducting educational, charitable, 
religious, social welfare, war relief and welfare, 
and public relief work."

~ Excerpted from the Charter of the Knights 
of Columbus, Granted by the General Assembly 
of the State of Connecticut, Approved March 29, 
1882.

As the Connecticut winter drew to a close in 
March of 1882, few could have imagined that the 
new Catholic organization, just approved by the 
General Assembly, would amount to much. 

Secret societies and fraternal organizations 
were abundant. And besides, Catholics weren't 
well-liked or highly thought-of. There was even 
some Catholic resistance to the idea of the Knights 
of Columbus. Local priests took issue with the 
concept. A similar Catholic group even refused to 

allow Father McGivney 
to establish a branch 
of their organization in 
Connecticut. 

It was seemingly 
inconceivable that an 
organization, begun 
in such unwelcoming 
circumstances, would go 
on to become one of the 
world's largest Catholic 
fraternal organizations. 

It was baffling to 
think that a group of destitute Irish immigrants, 
fighting against unemployment, discrimination, 
and diseases in New Haven, Conn. would cause 
a spark that would light up the world with more 
than 1.9 million members, in more than a dozen 
countries.

It was so improbable that a group of men 
dedicated to serving the needs of their Catholic 
community would go on to donate nearly $1.5 
billion dollars to charitable causes, and spend 673 
million hours volunteering in just the last decade.

And it seemed so unlikely that a Catholic 
priest, who spent nearly every waking minute 
attending to the spiritual and material needs of his 
parishioners, would be the founder of one of North 
America's largest life insurance companies.

Inconceivable? Baffling? Improbable? 
Unlikely? Perhaps – but not to Fr. McGivney. 
And, not to the 75 men who dared to answer his 
call to found the Knights of Columbus. It is his 
vision – and theirs – that we celebrate each March 
as "Founder's Day."

And what, exactly, did they found? Father 
McGivney, we know, did not just found a charitable 

"
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society, but a society of mutual aid through which 
members would insure their own well-being, and 
that of their families, with the help of their brother 
knights. 

Father McGivney, we're told in "Parish 
Priest," began the founding of the Order and its 
insurance program with "an entrepreneurial zeal." 
Determined to provide financial protection for his 
parishioners and their families, McGivney, "had to 
delve into the subject of insurance and read all of 
the fine print, of which there was plenty."   

Before deciding that a new group was in order, 
Father McGivney researched the finer points of 
the insurance programs of other fraternal benefit 
organizations, ultimately concluding that their 
coverage was insufficient.

And when it came to time crunch the numbers 
and establish the newly-founded Knights' insurance 
program, it was Father McGivney himself who set 
down the terms and reported them to the members, 
and to other parishes in the diocese.

 "In the way that Father McGivney had 
organized the insurance," "Parish Priest" says, 
"nearly anyone could afford coverage."

Father McGivney was devoted to his mission, 

working tirelessly until his premature death at age 
38.

How proud must Father McGivney and his 
brother knights be to know that program he 
founded continues to provide affordable, quality 
insurance to knights and their families!

How proud must they be to know that the 
Knights of Columbus continues to provide 
insurance by brother knights, for brother knights, 
protecting Catholic families for generations!

How proud must they be to know that the 
Knights of Columbus, with over $108 billion in 
force and more than 2 million active contracts, is 
protecting more Knights than ever before!

Not nearly as proud as we are to call Venerable 
Father Michael J. McGivney our beloved founder. 

This March, let's make Father McGivney's 
priority our own. Let's continue his mission of 
protecting Catholic families from destitution and 
financial ruin by making sure that our families are 
protected with insurance for brother knights, by 
brother knights. After all, it's part of what being a 
Knight is all about. 

Happy Founder's Day!

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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By PR Director Joe Purka

Joe Purka, Public  
Relations Director

Over the Memorial Day weekend, the 
Florida State Council will hold its 
annual State Convention, and during 
that convention, we will see Grand 

Knights and District Deputies proudly standing 
on the podium with the State Deputy receiving 
awards for the best in one program or another.  

Will your council be one of them?  It can be if 
the Program Directors and Grand Knights follow 
a few important guidelines:  

•  Read the rules which are on the first page 
of the award forms page and on each 
individual form.

• Complete and submit the forms online
•  Meet the deadline for submissions, April 

15, 2018. 
The award forms must be certified for 

submission by the Grand Knight or the Financial 
Secretary.  The individual program directors 
can complete the form, but only if he has been 
identified as that program director in the online 
Form 365 that is submitted to the Florida State 
Council.  Once the awards form is completed, 
it must then be certified by the Grand Knight or 
Financial Secretary. 

As a judge for some of the award categories in 
past years, I consistently saw examples of rules not 
being followed or forms not being submitted or 
completed.  The following are just a few examples. 

Councils with outstanding newsletters do 
not even get judged, because the council did not 
complete the Publicity Activities Report.  In that 
report, the council must check boxes confirming 
that they publish a newsletter, that the newsletter 
was posted on the state website (at least 6 issues) 
and checking the box that states that the council 
will enter the bulletin competition.   Do not bring 
bulletins or newsletters to the State Convention.  
The judging of your online newsletters will have 
been completed long before the convention.  

Several councils, from the Panhandle to Key 
West, have generated some great publicity for 
their programs, yet, some of these councils 

didn’t bother to complete 
the Publicity Activities 
form, and some that did, 
didn’t bother to insert a 
25-word narrative about 
that successful publicity 
program.  

The State Award 
program is an opportunity 
to recognize your council, 
your altar servers, your 
program directors and 
your Knight and Family 
of the Year.  If you haven’t already done so, review 
the categories and the forms and take the time to 
check the boxes and complete the narratives.  Your 
people deserve to be recognized for the good work 
that they do. 

The following is a partial list of awards to be 
presented at the State Convention: 

• Altar Server of the Year
• Church Activities
• Community Activities
• Council Activities
• Council Newsletter
• Culture of Life 
• Family Activities
• Family of the Year
• Membership Activities
• Publicity Activities
• Council Service Award
• Ultrasound Initiative
• Vocation Activities
• Youth Activities 
Awards are given out in different divisions 

based on Council membership as of April 1, 2017.  
Submitting an application for one or more of the 
above listed awards is a form of saying “thank 
you” to the members who supported the council’s 
projects and activities. Download the award 
applications and build teamwork by asking the 
members to help you complete them!  

State Awards Preparation
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THEME – FAMILY DIFFICULTIES

All families face 
difficulties. At such 
critical moments, it 
is important to learn 

how to suffer well and to suffer 
together with Christ. Suffering, 
if given to the Lord, can bring 
families closer together and 
strengthen their love.

Meditation
From Pope John Paul II’s 

Familiaris Consortio:
“There is no family that does not know how 

selfishness, discord, tension and conflict violently 
attack and at times mortally wound its own 
communion: hence there arise the many and varied 
forms of division in family life. But, at the same 
time, every family is called by the God of peace 
to have the joyous and renewing experience of 
“reconciliation,” that is, communion reestablished, 
unity restored. In particular, participation in the 
sacrament of reconciliation and in the banquet of 
the one Body of Christ offers to the Christian family 
the grace and the responsibility of overcoming 
every division and of moving towards the fullness 
of communion willed by God, responding in this 
way to the ardent desire of the Lord: “that they 
may be one.”

What are our family’s struggles? How might 
we work together as a family to heal these areas of 
hurt or confusion, without fleeing from challenges, 
shutting anyone out or giving in to despair?

What difference does it make to view suffering 
in light of the cross of Christ? How does this 
perspective transform the way we approach 
suffering together as a family?

How can we as a family better rely on God’s 
strength in times of difficulty? In what ways can 
we allow Christ’s love to make our suffering 
fruitful and deepen our love?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 34:5-11
A prayer for those who suffer to trust in the 

Lord:

I sought the LORD, and he answered me,
   delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him and be radiant,
   and your faces may not blush for shame.
This poor one cried out and the LORD heard,
   and from all his distress he saved him.
The angel of the LORD encamps
   around those who fear him, and he saves them.
Taste and see that the LORD is good;
   blessed is the stalwart one who takes refuge 

in him.
Fear the LORD, you his holy ones;
   nothing is lacking to those who fear him.
The rich grow poor and go hungry,
   but those who seek the LORD lack no good 

thing.

Family Project
Ask each family member to think about one 

difficulty in the family and to pray for it every 
day. At the end of the month, share your prayer 
intentions and experiences.
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The Florida Jurisdiction completed the 
following activities which are part of the 
Supreme Council Youth Activities: 

1.  “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster 
Competition 

2.  “Drug Awareness and Abuse” Poster 
Competition 

3.  “Alcohol Awareness and Abuse” Poster 
Competition 

4. “Catholic Citizenship” Essay Competition 

The Florida State Council thanks all the 
Councils who participated in these programs 
and involved the youth and their parents in their 
community of faith. Our thanks also go out to 
all the District Deputies who obtained judges 
to review and reward the best entries with the 
selections of “District Winners.”  
“Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Competition 

For the State Finals competition, we had three 
age groups: 

Ages 5 through 7: a total of twelve entries were 
received.  The winner was Geoff Longos, age 6, 
submitted by St. Luke Council 16018, Robert 
E. Matyskiel, Grand Knight, Martin J. Farraher, 
District Deputy 67.  

Ages 8 through 10: a total of 16 entries were 
received. The winner was Emma Underwood, age 
10, submitted by Fr. John J. Walsh Council 7052, 
Frank A. Viola, Grand Knight, John F. Luchansky, 
District Deputy 51 (below.)

Ages 11 through 14: a total of 17 entries were 
received. The winner was Jillian G. Whetzel, age 
14, submitted by Our Lady of the Snows Council 
15366, David S. Kelly, Grand Knight, Neil R. 
Richards, District Deputy 2 (below.) 

The winning posters have been forwarded 
to the Supreme Council for the International 
Competition. 
“Drug Awareness and Abuse” Poster 
Competition 

For the State Finals competition, we had two 
age groups: 

Ages 8 through 11: only one (1) entry was 
received. The winner was Jayleen Sharkey Vinson, 
age 11, submitted by Barney Gonyea Council 
7109, Frank X. McEwen, Grand Knight, Thomas 
J.Wozniak, District Deputy 40. (next page)

 

Supreme Youth Council Activities



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 16

INVOCATION

Ages 12 through 14: only one (1) entry was 
received. The winner was Matthew Justin, age 14, 
submitted by Barney Gonyea Council 7109,  Frank 
X. McEwen, Grand Knight, Thomas J.Wozniak, 
District Deputy 40 (below.) 

The winning posters have been forwarded 
to the Supreme Council for the International 
Competition. 
“Alcohol Awareness and Abuse” Poster 
Competition

For the state finals competition, we had two age 
groups: 

Ages 8 through 11: only one (1) entry was 
received. The winner was Addy Reese, age 11, 
submitted by Barney Gonyea Council 7109,  

Frank X. McEwen, Grand Knight, Thomas 
J.Wozniak, District Deputy 40 (below.) 

Ages 12 through 14: only one (1) entry was 
received. The winner was Megan Shuler, age 12, 
submitted by Barney Gonyea Council 7109, Frank 
X. McEwen, Grand Knight, Thomas J.Wozniak, 
District Deputy 40 (below.)

The winning posters have been forwarded 
to the Supreme Council for the International 
Competition. 
“Catholic Citizenship” Essay Competition 

Although the Essay Competition was open 
to students in the 8th , 9th , 10th , 11th and 12th 
grades, we received only four (4) entries all from 
8th grade students. The topic was “Going to the 
Peripheries” and the winner is Leah Reudink, age 
13, submitted by St. Scholastica Council 14485, 
James K. Fitzsimmons, Grand Knight, Vincent J. 
De Maio, District Deputy 33.  
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San Damiano Assembly Hosts Military Ball

San Damiano Assembly 3192 Fourth Degree 
members of the Knights of Columbus, held 
a Military Patriotic Ball on 11 February, 
2018, at Tara Country Club in Bradenton, 

FL as a patriotic activity to honor our veterans and 
current US military service men and women. We 
had close to 200 guests in formal and military attire 
gather for a night of reflection, remembrance, and 
fun.

Our theme this year was to honor US Military 
Chaplains. To kick-off the night we had a medley 
of All Five Military Branches piped in our as 
own Color Corp led by Sir Knight Robert Hellner 
with guidance from our Florida District Marshall 
Charles McLaughlin.

Our Guest of Honor was Monsignor Joseph 
A. Ferraro, a retired US Navy Military Chaplain, 
now serving at Holy Cross Parish in Palmetto, 

FL. He was ordained on 20 May, 1967, by 
Baltimore Cardinal Shehan. He was sworn in as 
commissioned officer in the US Navy in 1969, 
after US Naval Chaplains School in Newport, RI. 

He then entered the War in 3rd Marine Div.  
in Vietnam, followed by duty with Marine 
Battalion in Okinawa, Japan. He then served as 
Chaplain at the US Coast Guard Training Center 
in Petaluma, CA. 

He then served as Chaplain at MCAS in 
Iwakuni, Japan; SeeBees in Port Hueneeme, CA; 
Naval Support in Naples, Italy; Oakland Naval 
Hospital. A major stint was serving aboard the 
world’s largest nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vincent, where he rose to rank of captain. 
He then went on to be Command Chaplain for the 
US Pacific Submarine Force, out of Pearl Harbour, 
Hawaii. 

By Francis Shea, Assembly PR Director
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His next posts were for the Marines in a 
Recruiting Station in El Toro, CA and Air Station 
in San Diego. After retiring from the military, he 
had the opportunity to serve as a member of the 
Papal Household, named Domestic Prelate with 
the title of Monsignor, honored in person by Saint 
Pope John Paul II in Rome in 1999. His Parish 
joined in a celebration of his 50th year as a priest 
with a golden jubilee celebration in April 2017.

We were fortunate to have our Diocesan 
Chaplain Very Reverend Robert Kantor introduce 
Msgr. Ferraro, and our worthy Florida District 
Master Robert Read present our Assembly’s 
generous donation from our night’s proceeds 
to the Knights of Columbus Supreme Military 
Chaplains Fund in honor of Msgr. Ferraro.

Council 8086 and Habitat for Humanity

Our Lady of Hope Knights of Columbus Council 8086, in Port Orange, FL,  participated with Habitat For Humanity on Saturday, 
February 24, in Edgewater, FL
This particular home is in the initial phase.  Many knights and wives helped cut wood, construct and raise many structural walls.  
They will continue with this project until completion with painting and sod laying. 
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Council 8086 Sponsored Free Throw Competition
By Ted Morrell, Communications Chair

In Port Orange, FL, on February 4, 2018, 
Our Lady of Hope Knights of Columbus 
Council 8086 sponsored their Free Throw 
(Basketball) Shooting Competition.  It was 

OLOH Council's second annual competition.  The 
winners advance to the regional event on Feb 17, 
in Jacksonville. 

 Since 1972, The National Supreme Knight of 
Columbus has been sponsoring this international 
free throw competition for boys and girls between 
the ages of 9 and 14.

The championship is set up to have the 
contestants compete within their own gender 
and age group.  All competition starts at the local 
council level.  Winners move on to the district, 
regional, and state or provincial levels. From 
there, some make it to the international level for 
championship competition in their group.

OLOH Deacon Mike Rosolio, KofC Free 
Throw chairman, announced the winners:

9 year old; boy, Brian Begnoche, girl,  
Isabella Silcos

10 year old; boy, Owen Silcox, girl,  
Kendal Carson

11 year old; boy, James Begnoche, girl,  
Maura Myers

12 year old; boy, Warren Dietrich, girl ,  
Jessica Senft

13 year old; boy, Tyler Juzwiak,
14 year old; boy, Trevor Brinson and Brendan 

Myers(tie),girl, Claire Carson.

Pictured with Deacon Mike Rosolio and Deputy Grand Knight 
Jim Waggoner is 10-year-old winner Owen Silcox and Claire 
Carson 14-year old winner.

The Knights of Columbus State Spelling 
Bee finals was held at St. Cloud/
Kissimmee Council 6624 in Kissimmee, 

FL on February 3, 2018.
This year just as in years past the competition 

was very exciting.  The students showed great 
sportsmanship among their peers.  

Listed are the winning grade levels and 
student names:

Grade 5&6  
First Place:  Jack Scheidt; Second Place: Jayden 
Tran; Third Place: Tessa Wiegand
Grade 7&8
First Place:  Coral Bell; Second Place: Stephanie 
Dowell; Third Place: Mikaela Georgi
Grade 9&10
First Place: Logan Bourgeois   
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Ultrasound Initiative Making a Difference
By John T. Gearon III, PGK PFN  Ultra-Sound State Chairman

Florida State Knights of Columbus 
Ultrasound Initiative is one of the most 
important programs, not just in our state, 
but also in our Honored Order. Every 

second, minute, hour, or day an expectant mother is 
faced with a life changing decision. That decision 
is either made by herself, or with the support of 
her family or friends. 

The Knights of Columbus stepped forward by 
starting the Ultrasound Initiative for pregnancy 
centers giving these moms a first eye’s view of 
their unborn child. 

Over the past few months our Ultra Sound 
Initiative has been very busy with delivering 
machines.

By doing this we are keeping our vendors busy 
building machines to spec. Let us never lose sight 
of the cause ‘The UNBORN”. 

Supreme Council Ultra Sound Initiative: I was 
informed by the Supreme Council that since this 
Initiative started in 2009 we have donated 900 
machines that have been granted and delivered. 
It is the goal of Supreme Council to raise this 
to 1,000 machines by their Annual Supreme 
Convention in August. Can we assist in achieving 
their goal? I know we can. As a state Council how 

many more machines can we donate between 
now and the Supreme Convention? I believe by 
working together we can surpass this goal of 100 
additional machines by August. Let’s get to work, 
brothers!

These past few months have been very busy 
for the Ultrasound Initiative, Councils and 
Districts inviting me to come speak at meetings 
and pregnancy centers in need of new machines or 
financial support.

I am open to any Council, District, or Assembly 
to speak or help assist at events for the Initiative. 

In last month's issue I mentioned Brother Paul 
Gloekler who serves as the Florida State Pro-Life 
Events Coordinator. His function is fairly new but 
has made a great impact already. His position is to 
help Councils, Districts, and or Assemblies, with 
fundraising ideas and events for the Ultrasound. 
Brother Paul is vital not only to me but to this 
program as a whole. Please feel free to reach out 
to Brother Paul, at: 386.310.4094 or by email: 
pegloek@gmail.com  

If your Council, District, or Assembly have 
photos of a current Ultrasound machine being 
delivered and/or blessed by a bishop or priest, 
please forward them on to me. 

Incarnation Council #15332, St Patrick Council 
#13307, St Michael the Archangel Council #14845, 
and St Thomas More Council #7826 partnered 
recently to collect funds and apply for a matching grant 
through the Florida State KofC Ultrasound Initiative 
to support an ultrasound machine at the Sarasota 
Medical Pregnancy Center. Their efforts were greatly 
aided through the assistance of Florida State KofC 
Ultrasound Initiative Chairman John T Gearon III, 
Region 5 Culture of Life Director Dr. James Coon, and 
Florida KofC Charities Director Al Connizzo.
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Helping Young Victim of Acute Spina Bifida

Knights of Columbus Council 
7091 of Cypress Gardens and 
the Legion of Mary ministry at 
St. Matthew Catholic Church in 

Winter Haven teamed up on an initiative to 
make life safer and more comfortable for a 
young boy suffering from an acute form of 
spina bifida.

They accomplished this by donating 
a brand new Evenflo Big Kid car seat to 
nine-year-old special needs child Gonzalo 
Hernandez, son of Gonzalo Hernandez and 
Theresa Paz. The sturdy car seat will make 
future trips in the Hernandez family vehicle 
safer, easier and more comfortable for the 
boy and his entire family, including an older 
brother.

“We are delighted with the opportunity 
we were given to work with the Legion 
of Mary to help young Gonzalo and his 
family by giving them this much needed 
and appreciated car seat. We hope it will 
enable this boy to lead a safer and more 
comfortable life,” said Grand Knight Phil Pierpont 
of Council 7091 when he delivered the car seat to 
the Hernandez home in Winter Haven.

The KofC council was approached and asked 
to consider donating a car seat to the Hernandez 
family by KofC District 31 Warden Arnold 
Saunders in his role as vice president of the St. 
Matthew Church Legion of Mary ministry. 
Saunders’ wife, Oris, is president of this ministry.

The K of C responded by purchasing the car 
seat with funds provided by a council officer, who 
wishes to remain anonymous.

According to Oris Saunders, the boy’s mother 
mentioned the car seat when she called the 
Hernandez home to see if the family had any 

special needs, including prayers from the Legion 
of Mary. The call was made at the request of Father 
Nicholas O’Brien, pastor of St. Matthew Church.

“In addition to providing the car seat, we also 
arranged for Legion of Mary members to offer 
prayers for Gonzalo and his entire family,” Oris 
Saunders said. 

A delegation consisting of Pierpont, Arnold 
and Oris Saunders and Financial Secretary Ruben 
Sanabria of Council 7091, visited the Hernandez 
home on Saturday, February 17, to deliver the 
much needed car seat, which, needless to say, 
the family appreciates very much and considers 
an answer to their prayers, as well as those who 
prayed on their behalf.  

Important 2017 Tax Information for KofC Councils and Assemblies

As you know the IRS changes things every year in regard to how to report things to them. This 
year is no different. Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, Faithful Navigators and Comptroller 
please CLICK HERE to see the new process for 2017. 

https://1drv.ms/w/s!AglFS_X6JpuH0hjyD-1UGwKXJRdH
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Special Olympics Draws Rave Reviews
By Ken Nelson, APR

From the lively opening ceremonies, to 
spirited competition involving 250 special 
athletes, to the award presentations 
following competition, the Polk County 

Special Olympics Summer Games staged on 
Saturday, March 3, on the campus of All Saints 
Academy in Winter Haven was a huge success. 

“All I can say is that it was beautiful. I’m really, 
really proud of what we were able to do for these 
kids. To me, it’s all about the kids.” said Mike 
Lopez, past Grand Knight of Council 4726 and 
past Faithful Navigator of Assembly 1500, who 
chairs Knights of Co-lumbus Special Olympics’ 
activities in Polk County. Lopez also lauded the 
estimated 100 volunteers who helped organize 
and coordinate the competitions. 

The event got off to a spectacular start around 
9:00 am with opening ceremonies in which special 
athletes and volunteers from all over Polk County 
marched around the All-Saints Academy track in a 
parade led by four officers from the Winter Haven 
Police De-partment and Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office on motorcycles. Twenty Fourth Degree 
knights in full regalia from three assemblies and 

four uniformed members of American Legion 
Post 8 also marched carrying American and legion 
flags.

According to Lopez, this was the first time the 
American Legion and law enforcement joined the 
KofC in the opening ceremonies. “We got them 
involved to make the ceremonies bigger and more 
spectacular. And it really worked,” said Lopez, 
whose 32-year-old son, Ricky Lopez, was one of 
the competing athletes.

The day-long event featured competition in 
soccer, cycling, volleyball, bocce ball, and a wide 
range of track and field events staged on the track 
and other athletic venues on the All-Saints campus.

“I’ve been involved in the Honor Guard for 
Polk County Special Olympics for many years, 
and this was by far the best one ever,” said John 
Ondrovic, one of seven Frank J. Durbin Fourth 
Degree Assembly 2608 members. They marched 
in the opening ceremonies along with members of 
the Charles Carroll Fourth Degree Assembly 1500 
and Arch-bishop Fulton J. Sheen Assembly 3200.

Shelley Henry, sports and competition director 
for Special Olympics Florida - Polk County, said 
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the event gave the special athletes an opportunity 
“to show how hard they’ve been working and gave 
them a real sense of accomplishment.”

 This was underscored two days after the event 
when Scott Sharak, a Fourth Degree knight, 
attended a meeting of Assembly 2608 wearing 
three first-place ribbons he won in the sport of 
bocce ball. Sharak, who also serves Council 
7091 as Warden, was greeted with congratulatory 
hand shakes and a standing ovation for his 
accomplishment by his fellow sir knights. 

During this same meeting, Faithful Navigator 
Sal Porta of Assembly 2608 said he was impressed 
with all aspects of the event which the assembly 
supported financially and by participating in the 
Honor Guard. “The event was spectacular, and 
I’m proud that we were part of it,” said Porta, who 
while not able to march, observed the action and 
took pictures from the grandstands.

Just before the Polk County Special Olympics 
Summer Games began, Lopez received special 
recognition for visiting Councils and Assemblies 
all over Polk County in the months leading up 

to the event to recruit knights for the opening 
ceremonies and to raise funds for purchasing 
uniforms for Special Olympics cheerleaders 
and for staging the games. This effort generated 
$1,200 for the uniforms and $2,000 for the Special 
Olympics Summer Games.

“We were pleased to see Mike Lopez receive 
well-deserved recognition for all his hard work 
on behalf of Special Olympics at this wonderful 
event,” Porta said.

All of the first place winners in the Polk County 
Special Olympics Summer Games will compete 
later this month with special athletes from 
Hillsborough County for berths in the statewide 
Special Olympics, scheduled for May at ESPN’s 
Wide World of Sports at Disney World.
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The late Sir Knight Bill Smith was 
honored, and an award in his name was 
started at the 3rd Annual  IncrediBULL 
Games – an athletic competition 

for differently-abled students from Eastern 
Hillsborough County schools in the spirit of 
Special Olympics – at Bloomingdale High School 
on February 8. 

The inaugural “Bill Smith BULLieve in 
the PossiBULLities Award” was presented by 
Principal Sue Burkett to Tampa Electric for their 
community support.  The award is named after 
Bill because of his initiative and drive to start the 
event over three years ago. 

During the opening ceremony, Principal 
Burkett recognized Mary Jo Smith in front of a 
large crowd that included the Superintendent of 
Hillsborough County Schools Jeff Eakins. She 
told everyone, “We are sure that Bill is looking 
down from heaven and smiling and enjoying 
the recognition he never wanted but was much 
deserved.”  She later added, “I don’t know if you 
know how much Bill did for this event, but he was 
integral in getting it started”

It was quite a sight watching 275 athletes 
from 10 different middle and high schools march 

on to the field for the opening ceremony with 
approximately 300 Bloomingdale High students 
serving as their “buddies” for the day.  Brothers 
Chris Lewis, Chris Pasquariello, Mark Lovejoy, 
John Berrie, and of course Patrick Smith, 
volunteered their time that morning, helping to set 
up events and welcome athletes at the finish line.  

Knights of Columbus Council 14084 also 
donated $250 to the IncrediBULL Games.

St. Stephen Council 14084 Supports Annual  
IncrediBULL Games
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Region 6 Seminarians Capture Basketball Trophy
By Joe Cox, Region 6 PR Coordinator (with contribution from Eric Stelzer)

The 18th Annual Father O’Malley 
Invitational is a seminary basketball 
tournament sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus and hosted by Mundelein 

Seminary (in the Archdiocese of Chicago).  
Sixteen Catholic seminaries from across the US 
are invited to participate. Region 6 Seminarians 
who participated enjoyed close fraternity with 
their brothers from Saint Vincent de Paul, and 
with fellow seminarians from around the country.   
The teams celebrated Mass together, shared meals, 
strengthened bonds of fraternity; then squared up 
on court to compete for the tournament trophy.    

  The 2018 tournament was on January 26-
28.  St. Vincent de Paul had sent teams the past 

two years, placing third in their first year, but 
not placing last year.  This year however, SVDP 
excelled, winning first place! (See Team picture 
with trophy). Overall, SVDP played five different 
matchups, the most difficult being the semifinal 
match against Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary 
(Denton, Nebraska).  They were a well-disciplined 
team, with a stingy defense and strong shooters.  
At half-time the Denton team was up by 8 points.  
In the 3rd and 4th quarters, St. Vincent de Paul 
seminarians rallied to level the score, then took the 
lead.  By the buzzer they prevailed, 42-33. 

St. Vincent de Paul now faced the host team, 
Mundelein, with the tournament trophy in sight. 
Knowing that Mundelein outscored opponents 

The St. Vincent de Paul Seminarians of Boynton Beach took home their first FatherO’Malley Invitational Basketball Tournament 
championship trophy in school history.  Deacon Jack Knight (back, from left) stands with Nick Toledo, Anthony Astrab, J.P.Kuhlman 
(middle, from left), Arturo Merriman, Richard Graham, Mac Hill (front, fromleft), Troy Fulford, Patrick Lamar, Eric Steltzer, Father 
Remek Blaszkowski, ThomasCoppola, Dr. Mary Froehle and Monsignor Stephen Bosso
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2:1 in their previous four games, St. Vincent de 
Paul hit the court with all cylinders firing.  Their 
knockdown shooters, JP Kuhlman, Troy Fulford, 
and Patrick Lamar quickly built a 10-point lead. 
By half-time, SVDP had seized the momentum.  
Over the second half, Mundelein couldn’t dent 
the Boynton Beach seminarians lead, who seized 
the title: final score - 58-44. JP Kuhlman was the 
tournament MVP and Patrick Lamar was the three-
point champion.  These joyful seminarians carried 
home the trophy, reminiscing on the spiritual, 
fraternal and athletic blessings from Mundelein, 
and anticipating defense of their title at the 2019 

tournament.  
Congratulations from the Knights of Columbus!   

It’s been our joy to help with expenses and airfares 
so teams from across the US could participate.   
No better tribute to the Knight of Columbus 
could be made than that offered by Msgr.  
Toups who accompanied the SVDP seminarians 
to Chicago: https://youtu.be/5NZXgwYwB00 
Thank you Monsignor Toups!  We wish you and 
all seminarians well in following your high and 
holy calling.

Both the Memorial and Healing Mass Cards are available to you, 
brother Knights, Friends, Family, at no charge. When you do use 
them, send back the enclosed return card with your donation. 
Each card that is returned will help further the mission of KofC 
Charities which in turn will provide much-needed funds for the 
seminaries and vocations. And as a double bonus, this will count 
towards your vocation goal, and receive credit as a program.

The Niceville-Bluewater Bay Assembly 3236 provides snacks at 
the VA Clinic at Eglin Air Force Base in keeping with the Knights 
of Columbus’ “Everyone Welcome, Everything Free” tradition 
from World War I.

https://youtu.be/5NZXgwYwB00
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We are here to help you get your activities out to the Parish and surrounding Communities.
Click here on here what we can do to help

From The Florida State Council Marketing Team

How To Communicate Well Using Video
By Jim Clark, Media Relations and Production Director

As you have heard in the past, 
we have so many opportunities 
now to reach our brother 
Knights here in Florida and 

elsewhere, and the general public via 
video.  As we're improving our abilities to 
make tools available to you, we do need 
your help in this effort.  

First, understand how important it is 
that we communicate effectively.  Our 
hearts and actions are certainly in the 
right place as Knights of Columbus. 
However, our ability to communicate 
the good works to others and coordinate 
upcoming opportunities for charitable work and 
events will make the difference in our success as 
an organization in the future.

One way we're using current technology is via 
the Florida State Council YouTube channel.  At the 
moment, we're under the number of subscribers 
we need to secure a custom URL from Google/
YouTube - so we need you to encourage all Brother 
Knights to subscribe.

The easiest way to do this is to visit a recent 
post on the State Council website and click on the 
link to watch the video for the St. Vincent DePaul 
Seminary Says "Thank You"   article.  Not only will 
you learn about another great effort by our Brother 
Knights, but you'll be able to watch  Monsignor 

Toups, Rector of St. Vincent DePaul (SVDP) 
Major Seminary,  say "thank you" himself.    This 
is a great example of how video can do what the 
written word can't - let the viewer see and hear 
first hand what the story is all about.

Our State Marketing Council is comprised 
of your fellow Brothers who have expertise in 
communication, and are entrusted by your State 
leadership to improve our outreach efforts.  

Please encourage your Councils and Assemblies 
to read emails, visit the State and local websites and 
subscribe to our YouTube channel.  You're helping 
to build the future of the Knights of Columbus.

Click here to see the speech:  https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=5NZXgwYwB00

https://www.dropbox.com/s/75ohgngydohxuv5/2017_Mid-Year_KofC_%20FSC_Marketing_Presentation%201.pptx?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZXgwYwB00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZXgwYwB00
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How To Use the State Council Mobile App
Download via the Google Play Store or Apple App Store for free

HERE’S HOW:
n Open the Google or Apple Store.
n Tap the search icon (the magnifying glass)
n  Search - type the name of the master app  

"Connectu Knights of Columbus"

n Tap on the app - Tap 'Install'.
n  After installation the app should appear on 

your device's dashboard. If you cannot find it 
on the dashboard, check your menu of apps

n Tap on the app to open it
n Type ‘Florida’ in search window

n Click on ‘Florida State Council’
n  Congratulations your individual app is installed 

and ready for use

HOW TO USE:
n  The App has 2 pages of icons – swipe left and 

right to view all 12 icons
n  Each icon is labeled - Tap on an icon for that 

specific information
n  At the top right of the screen is a little envelope 

icon that contains push messages and the 
various distribution categories

n  Check the boxes of the distribution categories 
you want to receive or uncheck the ones you 
do not want to receive

n  Tap on one of the message categories to see 
previously sent messages for that category.

n  Tap on the star icon next to the envelope icon 
to save the app as a favorite

QUESTIONS? Contact Louis Ortiz DD65 during 
the convention.
Text: 561-707-0312 email: lortizkocdd@yahoo.
com
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Council Pin
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer         

The shape of the pin is a Celtic cross with 
rays of light radiating forth. The cross is 
a symbol of the atonement and reminds 
Christians of God’s love in sacrificing 

His own Son for humanity. It represents Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death, since it is believed that 
through His death and resurrection He conquered 
death itself.  

Colossians 2:15: “When He had disarmed the 
rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him.”

In particular, the Celtic cross also pays homage 
to the Irish heritage of our founder of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, and his parishioners, the founding 
members of the Order. 

The rays of lighting beaming forth from the 
Cross, also remind us that Jesus is “the Light of 
the world”, and it is our call to action, to glorify 
Him, through our actions.  

Our theme “Let Your Light Shine” is taken 
from Mathew 5:14, when Jesus also used that term 
to refer to His disciples:  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

“Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

Donald.Kahrer@floridakofc.org

PAST STATE DEPUTY
Don Goolesby 

dgoolesby1@hotmail.com 

STATE SECRETARY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com

STATE TREASURER
Raphael Lopez

Rafe.Lopez@flordakofc.org

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Urrutia

Robert.Urrutia@floridakofc.org

STATE WARDEN
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Ronald Kosey

Ron.Kosey@floridakofc.org

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Alfred Connizzo

Alfred.Connizzo@floridakofc.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

Lorenzo.Rodriguez@floridakofc.org

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Vinnie Cipriano

Vinnie.Cipriano@floridakofc.org

STATE BRANDS DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication 

provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome 
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ed 
Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com to submit your questions, 
comments, ideas or errors found on this newsletter.

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly 
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council 
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the 
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE 
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Introducing Knights of Columbus  
Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and 
Let Your Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

