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MY WARRIOR’S PLACE

Last month, several Knights brothers from 
St. Stephen Council 14084 in Riverview, 
FL accompanied school children from 
St. Stephen Catholic School on a field 

trip to My Warrior’s Place, a retreat center on the 
Little Manatee River in Ruskin, FL. Although 
the basis for this visit was student service hours, 
what ultimately transpired was truly a gift of 
understanding and appreciation of veterans for 
everyone who participated in the effort.

The mission of My Warrior’s Place is noble - to 
honor, support and promote healing of the mind 
and spirit by providing a relaxed setting, special 
programs and to be a resource for any military 
service member, veteran, first responder, Blue 
Star, Silver Star or Gold Star family member 
whose life has been touched and forever changed 
due to a tragic event and/or the death of a fallen 
warrior while in service to our country. 

My Warriors Place was founded by Kelly 
Kowall whose son Corey, like many others, gave 
his life for our continued freedom.  SPC. Corey 
Kowall and a medic were killed on September 20, 

2009, while on route to lend aid and support at a 
location by their FOB in Afghanistan where IED’s 
had been detected. Corey was only 20 years old 

A Tribute to a Fallen Son, a Fallen Hero

School children (above) from St. Stephen Catholic School in Riverview, FL. help with renovation work for  
My Warrior’s Place. Brother Knights from St. Stephen Council provided materials and assistance. Kelly and 
Corey (below) appear together at Corey’s graduation from basic training. 

My Warrior’s Place Con’t next page
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when he died, but he made a lasting impression on 
all those who knew him. 

To honor her son and the Army values that 
he stood for — Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless 
Service, Honor, Integrity and Personal Courage —
Kelly was compelled to find a way to assist those 
who were mentally and emotionally affected by 
some of the complex grief issues that arise when 
the one who died served in the military. Thus, My 
Warrior’s Place, Inc. was founded in his memory.

Each program offered by My Warrior’s Place 
plays an important role in the healing and coping 
process, and the support that is obtained through 
these programs is priceless!

My Warrior’s Place and all those involved 
with it understand that there are no words that can 
express how grateful we are to those who make 
the sacrifice by serving in the armed forces so 
that we have the opportunity to live in the land of  
the free. 

St. Stephen Council brother Mike Sutko has 
been working with founder Kelly Kowall over the 
past several years to help develop the riverfront 
property into a first class retreat center.

“I have personally known and been involved 
with My Warriors Place for the past six years,” 
said Mike.  “Kelly, the founder, was devastated by 

the loss of her son and was questioning her faith. 
On the beach one day she found a bullet, the type 
that was used in the weapon that was assigned to 
her son. At that moment, she was sent an answer 
to her prayers.”

She has since worked tirelessly for the service 
members who come home with issues that they 
are trying to cope with. Although Corey is no 
longer here on earth, he continues to be a source 
of inspiration and strength to many more than just 
those who served with him in Alpha Company. He 
is a source of inspiration for those who serve this 
great country of ours.

Said Kelly, “There are absolutely no words that 
can be said to comfort those families whose loved 
ones gave the ultimate sacrifice while protecting 
us and our country. We will never be able to thank 
you enough.”

The officers, directors, and members of the 
Knights of Columbus St. Stephen Council were so 
deeply moved by the courage of SPC Corey Kowall 
and his mother Kelly that the Council presented a 
check last month in the amount of $400.00 for the 
continued support of My Warrior’s Place.  As a 
result, the Council was added to the list of donors/
sponsors on the My Warrior’s Place website.  

To learn more about My Warrior’s Place, please 
visit: http://www.mywarriorsplace.org

Brother Knights from St. Stephen Council present Kelly a check for $400.00 in support of My Warrior’s Place. 

My Warrior’s Place Con’t from previous page

http://www.mywarriorsplace.org
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STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT

The Peace and Joy of the Christmas Season
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer

State Deputy Donald 
Kahrer, Jr. and Christine

Advent is the time that leads up to and 
prepares us for the Christmas.  It is a 
time of expectation and preparation 
to joyfully commemorate the birth of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
In order to fully prepare, we must render our 

hearts and minds to the true meaning and message 
of Christmas. Let us, as Knights of Columbus, 
lead our families, parishes, and communities to 
the joyful praise of our newborn King.   

With outward and public signs, we can prepare 
the way through decorations, Christmas trees, and 
nativity scenes. Through inward and reflective 
ways we can also prepare our families and 
parishes through prayer, devotion, adoration, and 
reconciliation.

An excellent resource we have is our Order’s 
“Building the Domestic Church” program. In the 
month of December it suggests:

Put joy into practice by singing together Advent 
and Christmas hymns, hosting an advent or 
Christmas party with special treats, and reading 
a Christmas story out loud. The story could be 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” or a 
book more suitable for young children, like “The 
Legend of the Poinsettia” by Tomie dePaola.

Also, consider creating a family book of 
favorite religious hymns and carols. Have each 

family member choose a 
song that they enjoy and 
make copies to share. 
Sing them together during 
a time when the family is 
together. For instance, a 
family could sing before 
its family prayer, before 
bed, before lighting the 
Advent wreath, before 
opening presents at 
Christmas, or at another 
time. If you have young 
children, sing a few simple songs to them so they 
can begin to learn the lyrics.

Through the Order-wide Building the Domestic 
Church initiative, Knights and their families have 
greater opportunities to participate in a variety of 
activities that promote the New Evangelization, 
strengthen our parishes and grow the Order. 
You can use the Building the Domestic Church 
throughout the year in your parish. For more 
information on this excellent program please click 
on the link below:
www.kofc.org/en/domestic-church/index.html

Wishing that the Peace and Joy of the Christmas 
season be with you and your families. 

http://www.kofc.org/en/domestic-church/index.html
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ARCHBISHOP’S REPORT

We are preparing for Christmas – the 
birth of Jesus – who comes into a 
lost world to save it and bring it 
back to God. During Advent, we 

are encouraged to make straight the way of the 
Lord by doing penance, for it 
is only when we acknowledge 
our sinfulness and our need of 
God that Christmas can make 
sense. Otherwise, we would 
forget that Jesus is the reason 
for the season.

With the feast of Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception – 
we affirm our belief that by 
a unique privilege because 
she was to be the Mother of 
God become man, Mary was 
preserved from all trace of sin 
from the very first moment of 
her life. Just as we prepare for 
Christmas, God himself was 
preparing for Christmas Day 
in a very wonderful and awesome way.

The first reading tells us the story of Adam. 
When God created Adam, he made his preparations 
beforehand. He made a paradise ready for him to 
live in. Adam lost paradise because of his sin, but 
God didn’t give up on us. 

He promised a redeemer, a new Adam, who 
would come to restore mankind to friendship with 
himself once again. Well, just as he prepared a 
paradise for the first Adam to live in, when the time 
came for the new Adam to come into the world, 
God once again had to make some preparations. 

He fashioned a paradise for the second Adam to 

dwell in, and that paradise was the body and soul 
of our Blessed Mother, immune from the taint of 
sin which was the legacy of Adam’s curse. 

And if the first Eve was made from a rib taken 
from the side of the first Adam, the second Adam, 

Jesus, took flesh in the virginal 
womb of Mary, who is for us 
like a new Eve.

If the world without God 
seems like a barren wasteland 
caught in the throes of a 
seemingly never-ending 
winter, in Mary – she who is 
full of grace – we see God’s 
spring breaking through the 
frozen ground of mankind’s 
indifference and hardness of 
heart.

The sinless virgin is like a 
bud that burst forth into life on 
a branch, the Israel of the Old 
Testament that appears to be 
dead. That bud will eventually 

produce a flower, the Child who will be born in 
Bethlehem.

The Immaculate Conception of Mary is God’s 
answer to our hopelessness because she will 
become in time the Mother of the true Hope of the 
World. She says yes to God – and in that yes, hope 
is reborn, and the promise given by God to Adam 
and his children is fulfilled.

Her “yes” helps reverse the “no” of Adam and 
Eve – in this way, Mary shares in a special way 
in the work of Jesus who comes into the world so 
that we too like Mary might learn to say “yes” to 

God’s Answer to Our Hoplessness
By Archbishop Thomas Wenski

Archbishop Thomas Wenski preached this homily during a Mass he celebrated with all of Flor-
ida’s bishops Dec. 8, 2017, at St. Martha Church in Miami Shores, next door to the Pastoral 
Center. The bishops held one of their regular statewide meetings in Miami, since they had 
all come into town the day before for the ordination of Miami’s new Auxiliary Bishop Enrique 
Delgado.

Archbishop con’t next page
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God. For that is the way of true freedom, our true 
happiness. 

Adam and Eve thought that freedom and 
happiness could be found without God, and they 
said no to him.

Today’s feast of the Immaculate Conception 
reminds us that long before we began our Christmas 

preparations, God began his – by choosing Mary 
from the first moment of her conception for a 
singular mission in the history of our salvation. To 
bring us Jesus was the only reason for anything 
Mary did. 

Jesus should be the reason for everything that 
we do as Christians: He is our Peace, our Joy, our 
Hope, our Savior, our Life. 

Archbishop con’t from prevoios page

Last month, Grand Knight Cal Leferink 
and Past Grand Knight Walt Atzert met 
with the Director of Guiding Star Tampa 
and staff to present checks totaling 

$55,040.40.  These checks were made possible 
through the Order’s Culture of Life Fund and the 
partnering with Council 11138.  

Under the program, Supreme provides  50% of 
the cost and local councils make up the remaining 
funds.  St. Mary Council of Tampa recently 
received funding through an endowment by the 
estate of Brother Bob and Annette Crepeau.   

As a result, Guiding Star Tampa will have the 
latest technology for future babies and mommies.   
In presenting the checks, a letter from Supreme 
Knight Carl Anderson was read.  That letter read in 
part; “Ultrasound technology opens a window into 
the womb and dramatically shows the humanity 
of the unborn, even to the doubting eyes of those  
who may not have previously shared our regard 
for the sanctity of unborn human life.”  

A dedication and blessing ceremony by  
St. Petersburg Diocese Bishop Gregory Parkes is 
scheduled for February 21, 2018. 

Guiding Star Tampa Sonographer Robyn Palmeri receives Supreme and Council 11138 checks totaling more 
than $55,000 to purchase 3D ultrasound equipment.  Presenting checks are G/K Cal Leferink (2nd from L) and 
PGK Walt Atzert (center).  Director Ana Stooks is 2nd from R.  Other Knights and staff are pictured

St. Mary Council Funds Ultrasound
By Walter C. Atzert, PGK, PFN, FDD
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT

By State Chaplain Rev. Salvatore Pignato

Our Prayer for Christmas

On December 25th, we will celebrate 
what some people would call an 
impossibility. To the unbeliever and 
the finite mind, this more than likely 

would be an impossibility. But, to quote Jesus, 
whose feast of birth this is, “What is impossible 
for man is possible for God”. Therefore, faith 
is always demanded and required to believe the 
power and majesty of God. 

As scripture says, it took twelve generations to 
initiate the completion of the Promise of God to 
Adam and Eve of a Messiah. And again, it took 
twelve generations to fulfill this Promise of God 
to Adam and Eve, another impossibility. 

For, on December 8th, we celebrated what the 
West calls the Immaculate Conception, or what 
the East calls the Maternity of the Holy Anna. 
Thus, to prepare the way for the Messiah, two 
impossibilities took place. 

The first was the preservation of Mary from 
Original Sin. She was born as the Prophets 
prophesied, without sin. 

The second impossibility was God Himself 
uniting Himself to the womb of Mary, that Golden 
Vessel, as the Prophets called her. 

The glorious event that we celebrate on 
December 25th, therefore, is the Incarnation of the 
Alpha and Omega, God Divine to the womb of 
Mary. The issue that came forth from that in the 
womb, was True God and True man, Jesus Christ. 
Finally, God accomplished and completed his 
Promise to Adam and Eve. 

In that birth, a new 
generation began, a 
new dispensation began 
proclaimed by John the 
Baptist, a new repentance, 
leading to forgiveness and 
an opportunity for eternal 
life. The preparation for 
Christmas for each of 
us has been for the East, 
fasting since November 
15th and will end with the 
Feast of Christmas and 
with the West the Advent Season. 

It is a quiet time of prayer, reflection and 
seeking forgiveness and leading to December 
25th to the joyous songs of Christmas. With these 
songs, each of us joins our voices with the angels 
who announced to the shepherd the great birth of 
the Messiah and Savior of the world: ”O come O 
come Immanuel, born king of Israel”.

Our prayer for Christmas is a simple one:
“O Lord, O Lord our God, it was impossible 

for man to save or forgive himself. You, therefore, 
condescended to unite Yourself to the spotless 
womb of the Theotokos and made possible the 
salvation of the whole human race. Glory to You 
O God”. 

May you all have a blessed and joyous 
Christmas. 

State Chaplain Reverend 
Salvatore Pignato

http://www.fathersforgood.org/en/
https://cruxnow.com/
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STATE SECRETARY’S REPORT

By State Secretary Scott A. O’Connor

When The Holy Spirit Calls Upon You

You never know when the opportunity 
to offer membership in our Order 
will present itself! On Saturday, 
December 2, wearing my Knights of 

Columbus hat, I went out to assist other members 
of my neighborhood in decorating the entry to our 
community for the holidays. 

There were supposed to be several coming out 
to help, but I found myself alone for the task. Then, 
one more person arrived, a man about the same age 
as me, he introduced himself “Pedro” and said that 
he was a retired Major in the U.S. Army.

He had originally come from Puerto Rico many 
years ago and had been in the military for over 
30 years. The more we talked about life, family, 
community, and faith, the more I believed that 
there must be some reason why just the two of us 
were there in that place at that time. 

We talked more about faith and the Church. He 
explained that he had been raised Catholic but only 
in recent years had he come to increase his faith and 
now was a daily congregant whenever possible. 

He told me how he loved to help others, to work 
within our faith community but that he felt that no 
matter what he did it “was not enough.” He was 
looking for something that would allow him to feel 
the presence of the Lord more deeply in his daily 
life.

While we talked I kept thinking about the 
passage from Matthew 25:1-13 The Parable of the 
Ten Virgins: “At that time the kingdom of heaven 
will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took 
their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The 
wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their 
lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, 
and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At 
midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!’ Then all the virgins woke 
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said 
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps 

are going out.’ ‘No,’ they 
replied, ‘there may not be 
enough for both us and 
you. Instead, go to those 
who sell oil and buy some 
for yourselves.’ 

“But while they were 
on their way to buy the oil, 
the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to 
the wedding banquet. And 
the door was shut. 

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they 
said, ‘open the door for us!’ But he replied, ‘Truly 
I tell you, I don’t know you.’ Therefore, keep watch, 
because you do not know the day or the hour.”

This man “Pedro” had been like one of the 
foolish ones earlier in his life. Now he was 
desperately looking to “gather the oil” so he would 
be ready at the appropriate time. I began slowly to 
explain what it is we do as Knights of Columbus, 
gradually unfolding our history, our present and 
our future goals to him. 

We soon realized that an hour had passed, with 
tears in his eyes he told me that he believed that 
this (Knights of Columbus) is what he had been 
searching for. We exchanged contact information, 
a Form 100, and I am working with a local Council 
on arranging his Admission Degree. By the way, 
Pedro was also a teacher for many years working 
with the R.O.T.C. program and has indicated he 
would like to assist in military assistance programs 
within our Order.

So remember, you never know when the Holy 
Spirit will call upon you to offer the benefits of 
membership to a fellow Catholic. It is our duty 
to help others so that they too can “keep watch, 
because you do not know the day or the hour.”

Mary and I wish each one of you a beautiful 
Advent season. We thank you for your prayers and 
thoughts. 

State Secretary Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary
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State Treasurer Raphael 
Lopez and Judy

STATE TREASURER’S REPORT

By State Treasurer Raphael Lopez

Time To Be Attentive

Brothers all, this Sunday, the first week 
of Advent, my Parish Pastor began his 
homily by saying that the Nativity scene, 
our crèche, would not be set out early.  

Yes, it was Advent but more importantly for him, 
and he suggested for us, it was a time we should 
be attentive — attentive to what was coming to 
us; our salvation, what we do, and contemplation 
about what we should do.

Our pastor often begins his homilies with 
questions such as these, and statements, each of 
which is thought-provoking.  He asks how often 
we are attentive to what will be coming to us.

We in our organization should be attentive to 
what will be ahead for us — how we will continue 
to spread the news and the joy of being a member 
of the largest fraternal charitable organization in 
the world? 

Do we plan our Council’s activities mindful of 
the fact that our Order’s principal tenet is Charity?  
And because this is so, our plans for our Council, 
local or state, are based and how we will maximize 
our charitable actions.  

Be attentive!  Be attentive not only to yourself 
and your duties within our organization but 
primarily to your family.  If anything my parish 
pastor brought to us, his congregation, this first 
Sunday of Advent, it was his statement that the 
season that approaches is not just the Nativity. The 

season that approaches is 
our Redemption.  How do 
we succeed, what actions 
will we take and how will 
we be judged?

Our pastor posed 
interesting questions, 
ones that I believe all of us 
as members of this great 
fraternal organization 
can look to and use as 
a guidepost.  We each 
recognize that charity 
is our primary tenet and therefore the principal 
Foundation of the Order. 

If all we do throughout the year has as its goal 
our charity to our brothers, to our families, to our 
fellow parishioners, to our fellow man, then the 
organization is successful.  As we are attentive to 
our work, we should heed carefully what we will 
be doing to spread the word of our Order and ask 
others to join you in this fruitful effort.

Our parish crèche is beautiful, and yes, it will 
be in place, but not too soon, Father has asked his 
congregation to be aware of the season, prepare 
for what is coming, and enjoy it when the time 
comes.

Judy and I wish you and your family a blessed 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

https://floridakofc.org/2017-raffle-info
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STATE ADVOCATE’S REPORT

State Advocate Robert  
Urriti and Lucille

By State Advocate Robert Urriti

Planning a Big Finish

We just had our mid-year meeting, 
and the staff did a great job. We 
need to continue and push a little 
harder to achieve your Council 

and the state goals we have set forth.  
We need to plan for a big finish as we start the 

2nd half of the year.  Thank you for all the hard 
work you all have done so far. Let’s continue the 
hard work to make our year successful.

We have started to plan for next year’s 
convention.  Remember that in January we should 
be planning and electing our delegates to the 2018 
convention in Orlando.  Please do not wait until 
the last minute to select your delegates. 

If a Council would like to submit a resolution to 

be heard at the convention, 
please have it submitted 
by April 7th, 2018.  You 
will be able to submit it 
online after January 15th, 
2018.  

If a Council wants to 
submit a paper resolution,  
they would have to mail 
five copies with a Council 
seal by April 1st.

My wife and I would 
like to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas and a happy and safe  
New Year! 

The Special Olympics Organization 
of Volusia County held their annual 
Christmas luncheon & party Saturday, 
December 2nd, 2017, at Epiphany 

Catholic Church in Port Orange, FL. to recognize 
the Special Olympians and their families.  

Our Lady of Hope Knights of Columbus 
Council 8086 members and Epiphany Knights of 

Columbus Council 12569 members volunteered 
picking up and delivering food donated by local 
restaurants in the Port Orange and Daytona Beach 
area.  The Knights also assisted with serving lunch 
to the Special Olympians, their families, and 
executive committee staff.  Gratitude is extended 
to the many restaurants who donated food for this 
event. 

Special Olympics Organization of Volusia County
By Ted Morrell, Our Lady of Hope Council 8086
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STATE MEMBERSHIP’S REPORT

This week I was reflecting on what my 
25 years as a Knight has meant to me, 
and what I have accomplished in that 
time frame.  Some of you may have had 

the same accomplishments, failures, and fears.
I joined the Knights of Columbus in 1993, just 

two years after graduating from college.  No, I 
was not slow, but over a twenty year period I was 
married, raised a family, had a career, and spent 
nights and weekends going to night school.  

Still, I was missing something in my life, and I 
found it with the Church and the Knights.  I needed 
to do something for others now that I had been so 
blessed to be given the opportunity to do well for 
my family and myself.

It was time to give back, so I joined the Knights 
after someone had explained what it was that 
they do.  I joined the Council near my home in 
Cleveland, Ohio. I enjoyed the friendships, and I 
learned more about the Knights. 

I had an opportunity to start a business in  
Florida, and I jumped at the chance.  Once I got  
to Florida, I needed to find a church and a Council.  
I was so busy with building the business that I did 
not look very hard for a Council where I could 
transfer my membership.  When one was started at  
St. Patrick’s in Sarasota, I finally transferred my 
membership there.

Right away there were 
many brothers who had 
an influence on me and 
my accomplishments 
with the Knights.  The 
first was Wayne Peterson, 
who always greeted me at 
meetings and introduced 
me to others in the 
Council. That made me 
feel wanted.  

The second was the 
District Deputy at the 
time, Len Anzelone, who stressed getting active.  

The third was Bob Marrah who became my 
mentor to the Council, district and state level 
workings.  Bob is a very special person and will 
help where ever he can. I guess that has rubbed off 
on me also.

I have held many positions in the Knights at 
all levels, and I am very thankful that the Lord 
has blessed me with so many wonderful brother 
Knights.  I have worked many projects over the 
years and helped many less fortunate people than 
I with the good works of the Knights.  

My fondest wish is that we grow the Order and 
find more good men to help do the work which  
Fr. McGivney wanted us to do. 

Finding Good Men
By State Membership Director Ronald Kosey

State Membership Director 
Ronald Kosey and Diane

This site exists to provide information 
about the Knights of Columbus 
Florida Fourth Degree District to our 
brother Knights, potential Knights, 

the Catholic community, and the public at 
large. Here you will find information on 
Patriotic Degree Exemplification Ceremonies, 
background information about the Fourth 
Degree, and other patriotic information and 
links.

Also, you will find ideas and tools for our local 

Faithful Navigators to assist them in leading 
their assemblies to foster a spirit of patriotism 
and to encourage active Catholic citizenship.

We invite you to learn more about the Fourth 
Degree of the Knights of Columbus. Please use 
the menu at the top and at the left side of the web 
page to view some of our many links and special 
features we have prepared for you. We hope that 
you visit us often.

Check out the new website today at: 
https://www.floridakofcfourth.org/ 

New Florida Fourth Degree District Website

https://www.floridakofcfourth.org/
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

By Michael E Crawford

The mission of the Florida State Youth 
Team is to provide encouragement for 
the Knights of Columbus Councils in 
Florida to participate in youth programs 

designed by the Supreme Council, the Florida State 
Council, and local Councils. 

This provides an outreach to youth in our area, 
keeps members active, and provides a path to 
recruit new men for our Order. 

Florida State Council Youth Program Goals:
• Increase the number of Councils who conduct 

youth programs
• Provide a positive experience for the youth 

who participate
• Increase the number of participants at youth 

programs
• Support the growth and strength of Columbian 

Squires Circles
• Increase membership in the Knights of 

Columbus
• Follow all Supreme and Diocesan youth safe 

environment rules
The entire State team is here to assist you. We 

want you to be successful. Don’t hesitate to contact 
us with any questions.  

Today’s youth are the leaders of tomorrow. 
Effective youth activities teach young people 
valuable life lessons on leadership, responsibility, 

morality, and compassion. Numerous avenues 
are open to the Knights of Columbus which 
demonstrate our support of today’s youth.  

To reach more youth, many councils extend 
support to other youth programs such as Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO) or Catholic Youth 
Ministry (CYM), Big Brother/Big Sisters and 
scouting programs for both boys and girls. 

Through the sponsorship of the Knights of 
Columbus Free Throw Championship Basketball 
and the Soccer Challenge as well as the Special 
Olympics, the KofC councils support Athletic 
programs that demonstrate sportsmanship at all 
levels of competition.  

Educational programs such as the Knights 
of Columbus Poster and Essay Contests and the 
Spelling Bee encourage the exercise of the mind.  

The featured program in the Youth area is Coats 
for Kids. Meeting the minimum requirements in 
this activity allows the Council to fulfill all of the 
Youth activity requirements for the SP-7 Form. For 
the most up-to-date requirements and information 
on how your Council can participate in Coats 
for Kids, visit kofc.org/coats or the Knights of 
Columbus Fraternal Training Portal. 

Florida State Youth Activities Guide is available 
on the Forms page under the Services/Forms/Youth 
and Sports Forms. 

Florida State Youth Team Mission

http://kofc.org/coats
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INSURANCE REPORT

Life Insurance As a Gift?

Knights Provide Coats For Kids

The initial reaction for many people when 
you mention life insurance as a gift is a 
quick step back and a questioning stare. 
“How morbid,” they think. While it 

may seem that way when you first mention it, life 
insurance is really a thoughtful gift that can be a 
financial life preserver in tough times.

The problem with life insurance is a general 
perception. Many think of death instead of the 
great benefits it provides, and the security that it 
offers – even while you’re alive. Life insurance 
should be thought of as a precautionary protective 
measure for a family unit. The purchase of this 
product can mean saving your home, sending your 
children to college, and preserving your spouse’s 
quality of life in the event of your death.

One of the times you may want to purchase 
life insurance for someone is when a family has a 
new baby. It’s a great, low-cost way to set money 
aside for the future (i.e. college tuition, housing, 
business start-up, etc.). Of greater importance, 
it ensures these children will have insurance as 

adults, in case of an illness 
later in life makes him or 
her uninsurable.

Newlyweds are also 
ideal recipients for life 
insurance. As they join 
their lives and financial 
responsibilities, young 
couples need to make sure 
that their early investments 
are fully protected. If 
something were to happen 
to one of them, the other 
may be faced with serious financial hardship. A 
life insurance policy is an ideal way to ensure their 
future and protect their assets. 

As nontraditional as it may be, life insurance  
is a wise and caring gift to purchase for many 
people. 
Robert Gitto FIC, FIC
General Agent & State Insurance Chairman 
Robert.Gitto@KofC.org

Insurance Director Robert 
M. Gitto

By Insurance Director Robert Gitto

By Ted Morrell, Council 8086

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 8086 
of Port Orange, FL. distributed over 
200 winter coats to local schools for 

their annual Coats for Kids service program in 
November. Holly Hill, South Daytona, Turie T. 
Small and Westside Elementary Schools benefited 
from this year’s event.  

Pictured are Knights Jim Waggoner, Jacques 
Roch, Tony Manzolillo (Program Director), Tim 
Mell (Grand Knight), and Chad Miller (TOA) with 
students from South Daytona Elem. School. 
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BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH

THEME – JOY

Joy is an attribute of God’s divine love. To 
reflect God in our family life, we are called to 
be joyful by developing our relationship with 
Christ.

Meditation
(From Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia)
The expression “chaírei epì te adikía” [“rejoice over 

wrongdoing”] (1 Cor 13:6), has to do with a negativity 
lurking deep within a person’s heart. It is the toxic 
attitude of those who rejoice at seeing an injustice done 
to others. The following phrase expresses its opposite: 
“sygchaírei te aletheía” [it rejoices in the right”.] 

In other words, we rejoice at the good of others 
when we see their dignity and value their abilities and 
good works. This is impossible for those who must 
always be comparing and competing, even with their 
spouse, so that they secretly rejoice in their failures.

When a loving person can do good for others, or 
sees that others are happy, they themselves live happily 
and in this way give glory to God, for “God loves a 
cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). Our Lord especially 
appreciates those who find joy in the happiness of 
others. 

If we fail to learn how to rejoice in the well-being 
of others and focus primarily on our own needs, we 
condemn ourselves to a joyless existence, for, as Jesus 
said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). 

The family must always be a place where, when 
something good happens to one of its members, they 
know that others will be there to celebrate it with them.

1. What are some joys we have experienced in our 
family? Are there ways to build upon these joys to 
create a more joyful home?

2. In what ways could we add more joy to our 
family? Could we be more cheerful in giving and 
complain less? Could we focus less on our own needs 
and more on the happiness of a family member? Could 
we rejoice in our family’s love by affirming each other 
more with compliments? Could we smile more at our 
family members?

3. Do we base our lives on the joyful awareness that 
we are beloved sons and daughters of God, or do we 
let something rob us of the joy of the Gospel? What is 
it that robs us? Is it anxiety, fear or impatience? How 
might prayer help with these things?

Scripture Reading - Psalm  
33:1-7, 20-22

A prayer of praise and rejoicing before the Lord
Rejoice, you righteous, in the LORD;
   praise from the upright is fitting.
Give thanks to the LORD on the harp; 
   on the ten-stringed lyre offer praise.
sing to Him a new song;
   skillfully play with joyful chant.
For the LORD’s word is upright;
   all His works are trustworthy.
He loves justice and right.
   The earth is full of the mercy of the LORD. 
By the LORD’s word the heavens were made;
   by the breath of His mouth all their host.
He gathered the waters of the sea as a mound;
   he sets the deep into storage vaults. 
Our soul waits for the LORD,
   he is our help and shield.
For in Him our hearts rejoice; 
   in His holy name we trust.
May your mercy, LORD, be upon us; 
   as we put our hope in you.

Family Project
Put joy into practice by singing together advent and 

Christmas hymns, hosting an Advent or Christmas 
party with special treats, and reading a Christmas 
story out loud. The story could be Charles Dickens’ 
“A Christmas Carol” or a book more suitable for 
young children, like “The Legend of the Poinsettia by 
Tomie dePaola.”

Also, consider creating a family book of favorite 
religious hymns and carols. Have each family member 
choose a song that they enjoy and make copies to 
share. Then sing together Advent and Christmas songs 
at times that are convenient. For instance, a family 
could sing before its family prayer, before bed, before 
lighting the advent wreath, before opening presents at 
Christmas, or at another time. 

If you have young children, sing a few simple 
songs to them so they can begin to learn the lyrics. 
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SUPREME CHAPLAIN

By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Peace on Earth

THE PATH TO PEACE IN THE WORLD, 
OUR FAMILIES AND OUR HEARTS BEGINS 
WITH CONFORMITY TO THE VIRTUES OF 
CHRIST

ON THE FIRST Christmas night, 
the sky was lit with stars but shone 
brighter than ever with God’s glory. 
Born that night was Jesus, “the 

light of the world” (Jn 8:12) and “the true light 
which enlightens everyone” (Jn 1:9). Filling this 
resplendent scene with song 
were the angels who proclaimed, 
“Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on 
whom His favor rests” (Lk 2:14) 
— words we often echo at Holy 
Mass.

Glory to God, peace on 
earth, goodwill in human 
relationships: Do these words 
not awaken in our hearts a deep 
longing? After all, we live in 
a world that is anything but 
peaceful. We live in the shadow 
of nuclear war and terrorism. 

Many fellow Christians and 
other believers suffer religious 
persecution. Millions of 
refugees are dispossessed and driven from their 
homes. Many at home and abroad suffer from 
poverty, racism, lack of health care and economic 
inequality. 

Peace is threatened by the lack of reasoned 
dialogue among political leaders, nationally and 
internationally. Nor can we overlook the societal 
discord and lack of civility so painfully evident, 
for example, in social media.

The angels’ greeting for the Prince of Peace 
may also strike close to home, for many families 
suffer from a lack of peace. At Christmas, those 

things that divide our families weigh heavily on 
our hearts. 

Every family has its disagreements, but in some, 
they harden into grudges and alienation; discordant 
relationships can also disrupt the workplace and 
other communities we belong to. Ultimately, if we 
want to have peace in the world, we cannot neglect 
the disordered state of our own hearts.
VIRTUE AND ORDER

A popular hymn begins: “Let there be peace on 
earth, and let it begin with me.” I used to complain 

about those lyrics because they 
seemed self-centered. “Peace 
doesn’t begin with me, but with 
Jesus,” I mumbled as others 
poured their hearts into this song. 

Of course, that’s true: Jesus 
is the source of our peace. Yet, 
as time went by, I began to 
understand something that the 
Word of God and great spiritual 
writers constantly teach us. 

When our lives are in order, 
the peace of Jesus reigns in us 
and we become sources of true 
peace in a divided world. When 
our lives are hobbled by various 
forms of disorder, we contribute 

to the world’s divisions and discord.
A well-ordered life is not necessarily a tidy, 

predictable life, nor is it exempt from pressures 
and stresses. Rather, an orderly life is a virtuous 
life, lived in the real world. Virtues are those firm 
qualities of character that help us to live in a right 
relationship to God, to others and to ourselves.

The three theological virtues (faith, hope and 
love) help us to live in a right relationship to 
God. The four cardinal (pivotal) virtues are stable 
qualities of mind and intellect that govern our 

Peace on Earth con’t next page
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appetites and actions in accord with reason and 
faith. 

They enable us to relate to others in a 
wholesome and generous way while respecting 
our own Godgiven dignity. These four virtues are 
prudence (by which we discern what is good), 
justice (by which we are constantly and firmly 
disposed to give God and others what is their due), 
fortitude (by which we remain firm and constant 
in the midst of difficulties) and temperance (by 
which we achieve mastery over our appetites and 
govern our emotions).

Those who acquire these virtues live orderly, 
peaceful lives and are a source of peace for others. 
By contrast, those who are disconnected from 
God and whose appetites and emotions are out of 
control bring havoc, loneliness, and bitterness to 
themselves and others.
THE WORD BECAME FLESH

The theological virtues are received in baptism, 
the result of the grace of the Holy Spirit. We acquire 
the moral virtues through effort and practice while 
aided by grace. When these virtues take root deep 
in our mind and heart, we begin to live a well-
ordered life — a life in which we have the interior 
strength to love God with our mind, heart and 
spirit and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Think of how different the world would be if 
we all opened our hearts to the theological virtues 

and entered into a deeper relationship with the 
living God. Think of how good the world would 
be if, in God’s grace, everyone strived to attain the 
moral virtues and self-mastery.

With this in mind, let us look at Jesus with the 
eyes of faith. He is God’s eternal Son who assumed 
our humanity, and it is through His humanity that 
we are saved. The Son of God became man so that 
he could offer himself totally to the Father and to 
us. His gift of self is meant to shape who we are 
and how we live.

The Child in the manger shows us how much 
God must love us if he would send His Son to 
save us from our sins, as well as how highly God 
regards our humanity that His Son would become 
one of us. The humanity of Jesus is a model for 
our humanity, exemplifying the Beatitudes and 
every virtue.

So as Christmas approaches, let us open our 
hearts to Jesus, true God, and true man. Let us ask 
Him for the grace of the Holy Spirit to put our 
lives in order, modeled on and sharing in Christ’s 
sacred humanity. Our conformity to His humanity 
is a lifelong process of growing in intimacy with 
Jesus through prayer, the sacraments, and service 
to others. 

The closer we are drawn to Christ and the more 
our humanity reflects His goodness and love, the 
greater will be our peace and the better equipped 
we will be to bring peace to a troubled world. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?

Peace on Earth con’t from previous page

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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REGION 1

By Region 1 PR Coordinator Ronald Wright

Region 1 Councils in Action

St. Sylvester Council 13277 in 
Gulf Breeze/Navarre held the Saint 
Sylvester Knights of Columbus 
Charity Golf Tournament raising 

money for Habitat for Humanity and 
Interfaith Ministries. The Council has 
built five Habitat Houses so far from funds 
raised by the golf tournaments. 

The Council in November hosted an 
Admission Degree in Spanish for six 
new candidates from the church Hispanic 
community. Santa Virgen de Guadalupe 
Council 16724 conducted the Admission 
Degree in Spanish at St. Sylvester Council 
13277.

Emerald Coast Council 11893 in Destin held 
the annual Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament 
at the Emerald Bay Golf Club in Destin for over 
120 golfers providing them lunch and breakfast. 
Money raised is going to Catholic Charities of 
NWFL, Special Olympics Okaloosa, and Walton 
County Children’s Advocacy Center, AMI Kids, 
and Sandestin Kids Foundation. The Council has 
been doing this golf tournament for several years

Our Lady of Snow Council 15366 at St. Ann in 
Bellview was very busy with activities associated 
with their previous efforts. Bishop William Wack 
of the Pensacola-Tallahassee Diocese was there 
to say Mass, but also to dedicate the Unborn 
Children Monument on the church grounds which 
was provided by the Council. 

The Council provided dinner to all parishioners, 
followed by a presentation by Grand Knight David 
Kelly of a check for $17,000 to Bishop Wack and 
Father George Sammut, pastor of St. Ann, toward 
the building of a church rectory. The money was 
raised by a raffle of a Kubota tractor. 

The Council collected $2200 from the Baby 
Bottle Drive during the 40 Days For Life which 
was given to the Alpha Center in Pensacola.

Thomas G. Lorigan Council 7027 in Milton 

participated in the Milton Christmas Parade. They 
had a float with “Keep Christ in Christmas” banner 
as the main feature of the float. A Nativity set and 
a Christmas tree were on the float with Christmas 
music playing. 

Several Knights, Sir Knights, and family 
members participated, walking and riding on the 
float while throwing candy to people on the parade 
route. 

Members of Our Lady of Snow Council present a check to 
Bishop Wack and Fr. Sammut
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

The Gifts of the Magi
By Public Relations Director Joe Purka 

Joe Purka, Public  
Relations Director

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea, during the days of King 
Herod, behold Magi from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem saying 

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw 
His star at its rising and have come to do Him 
homage” (Matt 2:1-2). Just who were these Magi, 
or wise men, or kings?

 The Magi were priests of the Zarathustra 
(Zoroaster), a somewhat monotheistic religion 
originating in Persia that included astrology and 
magic. As Magi, they would have studied the 
significance of events in the heavens to discern 
events on earth.

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem was 
erected in 329 in the area believed to be where 
Jesus was born. Supposedly, the church was saved 
from destruction by the Persians in 614 because 
the mosaic on the floor of the church depicted the 

Magi in Persian.  
According to the 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 
in Western Church 
tradition, Balthasar is 
often represented as a 
king of Arabia, Melchior 
as a king of Persia, and 
Gaspar as a king of India. 
References to these 
individuals as kings may 
have been influenced by 
Old Testament citations in 
Isaiah 60:3 “Nations shall walk in your light and 
kings by your shining radiance” and Psalms 72:10 
“May the kings of Tarshish and the islands bring 
tribute, the kings of Arabia and Seba offer gifts.”

While the New Testament is not specific as to 
the origin of these visitors from the east, it does 
make clear that many of our Nativity crèches are 
inaccurate.  In Matthew 2:11, they followed the 
star to where the child was, “and upon entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary, His mother.” 

They did not enter a stable or cave, but a house, 
which may have been in Nazareth. Herod may 
have directed them to Bethlehem, but Matthew 
says that they followed the star which “stopped  
over the place where the child was.” (Matt 2:9)  

It may have been weeks or months after the 
birth that they paid homage to Jesus. Why else 
would have Herod ordered the slaughter of all 
male children under the age of two “in accordance 
with the time he had ascertained from the magi.” 
(Matt 2:16)

The Magi or kings brought gifts of gold 
symbolizing kingship on earth, frankincense 
(an incense) as a symbol of deity, and myrrh (an 
embalming oil) as a symbol of death. Maybe we 
refer to them as wise men because they knew that 
they were in the presence of the Son of God, a king 
that would suffer death to atone for our sins. 
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FREE THROW CONTEST

Since 1972, Councils have sponsored 
the Knights of Columbus International 
Basketball Free Throw Championship for 
boys and girls between the ages of 10 and 

14. The competition is organized so contestants 
compete within their own gender and age group. 

All competition starts at the local level. Winners 
move on to district, regional and state or province 
levels, and some make it to the International level.

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship program is a great way to provide 
entertainment and enjoyment for the young people 
in your community every Council year.  

To sponsor a competition, all your Council 
needs is the Free Throw Championship Kit, a 
couple of basketballs, a hoop and a bunch of kids. 
It is a great way to get out into the public and 
introduce the Knights to your community – while 
providing youths with a rewarding activity that 
yields a chance for local, state or provincial, and 
international recognition.
Three easy steps get your Council started:

1. Order the Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship Kit using this link to obtain the 
order form.  Or call the Department of Fraternal 
Mission at 203-752-4270.

2.  Schedule a date and location for the event. 
Contact schools, community centers, and youth 
centers to reserve a basketball court. January is 
recommended for Council competitions, February 
for district competitions, and March/April for 
regional and state championships.  

3.   Sign ‘em up! The Free Throw Championship 
Kit contains posters announcing the contest. Obtain 
permission to display them in schools, youth 
and community centers, and church vestibules. 
Make sure that entry forms/score sheets are also 
available at these locations. Preregister contestants 
whenever possible.

Our Youth are naturally competitive. Basketball 
is as popular as ever, especially 
now, deep into the 2017/18 
NBA season.  

So expect a strong turnout 
of competitors.  With many 
dads showing up in support, 
introduce yourself.  There may 
be recruiting opportunities for 
your Council.  

Make this durable (45 
years now) Youth program 
a permanent fixture on your 
Council’s calendar. 

Sign ‘Em Up! 
By Bob Dytkowski, FDD, PGN, PFN 

http://www.kofc.org/un/cm/html/FT-KIT/index.html
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Knights of Columbus Council 6168 and 
its Ladies Auxiliary donated 36 brand 
new, still-wrapped-in-cellophane, 
boys and girls winter coats to the 

Family Resources Center in Hernando.
The coats from the Knights and Ladies were 

purchased through the Knights of Columbus 
nationally sponsored “Coats for Kids” program. 
In addition, a new 37th coat was donated 
anonymously.

Ginger West, Family Resource Center 
administrator, was grateful on behalf of area 
children who will receive the coats. She said that 
there is a strong demand at the center in winter for 
blankets and coats, even in Florida.

Since 2009, nearly 400,000 coats like these have 
been distributed to children in need throughout the 
United States and Canada. This is the eighth time 
that Knights of Columbus Council 6168, which 
is associated with Our Lady of Grace Catholic 

Church in Beverly Hills, has donated coats to the 
Family Resource Center. 

MORE COATS FOR KIDS

Family Resource Center Administrator Ginger West 
(l-r), Ladies Auxiliary President Pearl Sheehan and 
Knights of Columbus Council 6168 Grand Knight Jerry 
Orbino show some of the coats donated to the Family 
Resource Center in Hernando. The coats will go to 
area children in need.

Our Lady of Grace Donates Coats

The Coats For Kids Program

Did you know many children 
throughout the United States and 
Canada go without a coat each 
winter? Many low-income families 

use their scarce resources to meet the most basic 
essentials, and they need help to provide this vital 
winter necessity.

That’s why the Knights of Columbus developed 
the Coats for Kids program, which allows Councils 
across North America the opportunity to purchase 
new winter coats for children at a discount and to 
distribute them to children in need in their local 
communities.

Through our Coats for Kids program, 1,780 
local councils distributed 87,906 coats to children 
in need throughout the United States and Canada 
in 2016. Since the program began in 2009, nearly 
400,000 coats have been distributed. When 
families struggle to clothe their children with 

warm coats in the winter, Knights of Columbus 
Councils help meet this basic need with the Coats 
for Kids program. 

As part of the Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
initiative that resulted from a Knights of 
Columbus-sponsored summit held in New York 
City, Coats for Kids allows councils across North 
America to purchase new winter coats for children 
at a discount and to distribute them to children in 
need in their local communities.

Since the program’s launching in 2009, more 
than 310,000 coats have been distributed in 49 
states and all 10 Canadian provinces. In winter 
2016 alone, the Knights of Columbus distributed 
78,576 coats in 1,600 communities throughout 
the U.S. and Canada, including events at military 
bases, in Native American communities, at inner-
city neighborhoods and through partnerships with 
local police and fire departments. 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT

Council 6168 Holds Fr. Willie Golf Tournament

The 22nd annual Knights of Columbus 
Father Willie Golf tournament netted 
$8,000 for teachers at St. John Paul II 
Catholic School in Lecanto, making it 

the most successful fundraiser in the history of the 
tournament.

The goal of the tournament, held at Citrus Hills 
Oaks Golf Course recently, was to raise funds 
for teachers who had specific classroom needs. 
Sixteen educators split the money which came out 
to $500 each.

Knights of Columbus Council 6168 has 
supported the school for years with consistent 
donations to keep Catholic education alive in 
Citrus County, Florida. St. John Paul II is the only 
Catholic school in the county.

Principal John Larkin could not thank the 
Knights enough. “The Knights are always a great 
and consistent supporter of the school,” he said.

Many teachers helped out the Knights by 
registering golfers, distributing goodie bags, 
delivering lunches and selling tickets. Multiple 
local and corporate sponsors also supported the 
event.

Participating golfers were pleased. “God 
himself created the loveliest day with low humidity, 
temperatures in the low 80s, and clear blue skies,” 
one observed. Eighty-four golfers competed.

Steve Marchigiano, Council 6168 trustee and 
the Father Willie tournament manager, thanked all 
who participated. They made the event “a great 
success,” he said.

Grand Knight Jerry Orbino, in turn, applauded 
Marchigiano for his leadership in making this 
year’s Fr. Willie such a great success.

The tournament is named after Father Willie 
McEwan, the Council 6168 chaplain from 1979 to 
1986. He was a popular priest with a great passion 
for golf. He was known for his contributions to 
the Council, the church, and the community. He 
served as a priest at Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church in Beverly Hills from 1978 until his death 
in 1991.

The Knights of Columbus history of support 
for St. John Paul School peaked in 2014. At that 
time, the school was at risk for closing because of 
declining enrollment and needed facility repairs. 
The Knights set up a fundraising plan with the six 
Catholic churches in Citrus County to help raise 
more than $80,000 for repairs. 

Grand Knight Jerry Orbino reviews some of the thank 
you cards and posters St. John Paul II Catholic School 
students sent to Knights of Columbus Council 6168. 
The Council’s recent Father Willie Golf Tournament 
raised $8,000 for classroom needs at the school.

https://floridakofc.org/2017-raffle-info
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Council Funds Grotto Honoring Mary
By Robert Pezanowki and Ken Nelson

Parishioners at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church in Lakeland now have a beautiful 
grotto dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, mother of Jesus, for prayer and 

meditation, thanks to hard work and the culinary 
skills of members of St. Anthony Knights of 
Columbus Council 11651 and two priests serving 
the parish.

Located on church grounds, the focal point 
of the grotto is a statue of Mary surrounded 
by colorful flowers, native Florida plants, and 
benches. It was formally dedicated on the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception on December 8, 
following a Mass in the church concelebrated 
by Father Percival “Val” DeVera, parochial vicar 
at St. Anthony, and his assistant Father Gabriel 
Kamienski. A contingent of Knights, led by Grand 
Knight Dan Marino, participated in the Mass and 
grotto dedication ceremony.

For Father Val, the dedication fulfilled a 

“lifetime dream” which began in his childhood 
days in The Philippines, where he cultivated a 
great love for and devotion to Mary. His dream 
to honor her in a special way continued into his 
adult years as a priest and gained impetus when he 
came to St. Anthony two years ago and cultivated 
a close relationship with the KofC. The Knights 
enthusiastically embraced his vision for a grotto 
devoted to the Blessed Mother and helped him 
raise funds to bring it to fruition.

The Knights raised the $15,000 needed for 
this project by sponsoring fish fries at the church 
during Lent and on the first Friday of every 
month over the past two years. The fish fries 
were spearheaded by Marino, Past Grand Knight 
Matt LaLonde, Freddie Sosa, Arnold Saunders 
and Robert Pezanowski. Many other Knights, as 
well as Father Val and Father Gabriel, pitched in 
to help by prepping, cooking and serving the fish, 

Grotto con’t next page
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side dishes, beverages and desserts. 
“This was a real team effort that the Knights 

of Columbus enjoyed every minute of. We are 
delighted that we were able to help Father Val 
realize his dream, and by so doing, give the St. 
Anthony parish community a beautiful grotto 
where parishioners and visitors can pray to the 
Blessed Mother and also meditate each and every 
day in a  beautiful garden setting,” Marino said. 

G/K Marino also thanked members of the  
St. Anthony and greater Lakeland communities, 
including people from churches of other 
denominations, for patronizing the fish fries. 
“We are grateful to everyone who contributed to 
the success of the fish fries. With the support we 
enjoyed from Catholics as well as members of 
other faiths and  even nonbelievers, this turned out 
to be a real ecumenical endeavor,” he added. 

Pezanowski said the Knights were “elated with 
the opportunity” to work with Father Val and Father 
Gabriel on this project. “They are great guys who 
are fun to work with and for. They supported this 
effort every step of the way, including pitching in 
to cook and clean up after the dinners. This project 
was teamwork at its best and epitomizes the great 
things that can be achieved for the church when 
the KofC and the clergy work closely together to 
achieve a common goal,” he said.  

Adding an element of pageantry to the 
dedication ceremony was a seven-member Honor 

Guard from the Frank J. Durbin Fourth Degree 
Assembly 2608 which draws members from KofC 
Councils 11651 and 7091 of Cypress Gardens. 
Participating in full regalia were Tom Habina and 
Chris Eirich, both of Council 7091 and Marino, 
Saunders, Pezanowski, Sosa and Max Weiss, all 
of Council 11651.  

The grotto was constructed by Segura 
Landscaping, a local firm recommended to 
the Knights by Regina Davis, who runs the  
St. Anthony Church gift shop and serves as vice 
president of the St. Anthony Council of Women. 
Fencing was installed by Bo Newman Fencing of 
Lakeland.  

The grotto will be maintained on a perpetual 
basis by volunteers from the KofC, St. Anthony 
Council of Catholic Women, and various other 
ministries serving St. Anthony Church. The KofC 
will continue the fish fries to raise funds for  
future needs of St. Anthony Church and various 
church and community charities supported by 
Council 11651. 

Grotto con’t from previous page
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RETENTION

Proposing a new member is a terrific 
achievement. But, turning over a 
completed Membership Document 
(#100) to the Grand Knight is not the 

end of the job. A proposer needs to maintain a 
personal relationship with the new Knight to see 
that he is integrated and stays involved in Council 
activities. There are several steps proposers can 
take to ensure this:

After signing up a prospect, explain to him that 
the Council’s Admission Committee will examine 
his qualifications for membership. Accompany the 
prospective member to the Admission Committee 
meeting. Introduce him to the members present.

Once the prospect has been accepted by the 
Council, escort him to his First Degree and remain 
with him throughout the event. Introduce him to his 
fellow Council members after the exemplification.

Take the newly initiated member and his family 
under your wing. See that he learns Council 
procedures (such as meeting times, committee 
assignments, etc.) and meets other Council 
members. Accompany your recruit to his second 
and third-degree exemplifications and stay with 
him throughout the day.

Introduce him and his family at Council events. 
Encourage him to involve his family in Council-
sponsored activities.

Always make it a point to contact the new 
member before each Council meeting and bring 
him to a meeting if necessary. If the new member 
becomes inactive in Council activities, try to find 
out why. 

Call and ask to visit with him. Explain your 
concern about his absence and offer support or 
assistance. If the Knight becomes in danger of 
being suspended, his proposer should work with 
the retention committee to find out the reasons 
for his lapsed interest and to work to conserve his 
membership. 

With a little personal effort, you can help 
guarantee that your recruit becomes not only an 
active member of the Knights of Columbus but a 
member for life. 

Once He’s Joined, Keep Him Involved

Veterans were honored at 
the third annual Salute Our 
Soldiers Dinner Dance at 
St. Gabriel Parish Hall in 

Pompano Beach, November 11. They 
were presented with a flag pin and raffle 
ticket for a flag painting drawing. 

The event was a sellout with 270 in 
attendance. The funds were donated to the KofC 
Military Chaplains Scholarship Fund and other 
charities of John A. Hill Council 4955. Members 

of the Youth Ministry of Our Lady of Mercy 
Church in Deerfield Beach assisted in the event. 
Entertainer Roy Michaels drew a crowd to the 
dance floor. 

Council 4955 Honors Veterans
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OUR MISSION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Council Pin
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer         

The shape of the pin is a Celtic cross with 
rays of light radiating forth. The cross is 
a symbol of the atonement and reminds 
Christians of God’s love in sacrificing 

His own Son for humanity. It represents Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death, since it is believed that 
through His death and resurrection He conquered 
death itself.  

Colossians 2:15: “When He had disarmed the 
rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him.”

In particular, the Celtic cross also pays homage 
to the Irish heritage of our founder of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, and his parishioners, the founding 
members of the Order. 

The rays of lighting beaming forth from the 
Cross, also remind us that Jesus is “the Light of 
the world”, and it is our call to action, to glorify 
Him, through our actions.  

Our theme “Let Your Light Shine” is taken 
from Mathew 5:14, when Jesus also used that term 
to refer to His disciples:  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

“Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

Donald.Kahrer@floridakofc.org

PAST STATE DEPUTY
Don Goolesby 

dgoolesby1@hotmail.com 

STATE SECRETARY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com

STATE TREASURER
Raphael Lopez

Rafe.Lopez@flordakofc.org

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Urrutia

Robert.Urrutia@floridakofc.org

STATE WARDEN
Mark Lynn

Mark.Lynn@floridakofc.org

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Ronald Kosey

Ron.Kosey@floridakofc.org

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Alfred Connizzo

Alfred.Connizzo@floridakofc.org

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

Lorenzo.Rodriguez@floridakofc.org

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Vinnie Cipriano

Vinnie.Cipriano@floridakofc.org

STATE BRANDS DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication 

provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome 
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ed 
Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com to submit your questions, 
comments, ideas or errors found on this newsletter.

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly 
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council 
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the 
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE 
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Introducing Knights of Columbus  
Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and You Tube.We need all Brother Knights to participate and 
Let Your Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/lc/knightline/knightline_20170801_en.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

