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A Valuable Resource for Teen Moms

For the past 8 years, Knights of Columbus 
Council 13300, Wildwood, Florida has 
been supporting H.O.M.E. with collection 
of baby diapers, wipes, clothing, and 

cash donations. Because of the importance of 
this outstanding program, the Knights do this 
collection twice a year, spring and fall.  

We just completed another successful spring 
event collecting over 13,000 disposable diapers, 
26,000 baby wipes, over 200 pieces of baby 
clothing, baby food and supplies worth almost 
$8,000 and over $3,000 in cash donation.

So let’s take a deeper look into why this is such 
a valuable resource.  H.O.M.E. is the acronym for 
“Hands of Mercy Everywhere”, a Christian home 
for expecting teenage girls, teen mothers and their 
babies, located in Belleview, Florida.  There are 
three homes: “Faith House”, “Hope House” and 
the “Grace House”; where they provide a clean, 
organized, safe and spiritually driven environment 
in which teens have a chance to be teens and also 
have the support they need to be confident young 
mothers.  Currently, there are approximately 22 
teens with their newborns.  

H.O.M.E. believes every teen mom needs 
access to education and childcare while a teen 
mother and beyond.  In addition, they want 
pregnant or teen moms under their care to know 
they can have hopes and dreams for themselves 
and their children.  Through guidance based on 
this structure, H.O.M.E is making an incredible 
lifelong impact on young lives.

Together with community support, H.O.M.E. 
strives to provide 
resources including 
education, parenting 
classes, life skills, 
career development, 
counseling and other 
means of evidenced-
based programs 
and support as they 
lovingly transition 
them into adulthood.  
Every effort is made to 
provide the resources 
needed for the girls 
to carry their child to 
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term and have a successful and comforting birth 
experience.  They focus on preparing them for 
responsible parenthood through education on the 
importance of prenatal care, parenting skills and 
allowing for spiritual development and growth.

Our community is being blessed by H.O.M.E. 
and what they are doing – helping teen mother’s 
choose life and build each new family into 
successful young mothers with an unlimited 
future.  

117th Annual Florida State Convention

It's once again that time of year for our annual 
Knights of Columbus State Convention.  As it 
has been done in the recent past, the business 
proceedings will be carried LIVE on the State 

Council's YouTube channel.  Coverage will begin 
Friday morning with the Opening Mass followed 
by the Degree of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  

Viewers will have the chance to not only see 
and hear the convention live as it happens, but 
this year we will have two Brother Knights with 
extensive experience in communications host an 
"Update Desk" throughout the convention.  From 
the Update Desk, Brothers Ben Farnsworth and 
Joe Purka will be providing background about the 
conference business, interesting anecdotes and 
interviews with people connected to our Knights 
of Columbus.

To view the live coverage, find the YouTube 
icon in the lower right-hand corner of the Knights 
of Columbus Florida State Council Website.

 Simply click on the icon and you will be taken 
to the Florida Knights of Columbus YouTube page.  
On Friday, May 28th live coverage will begin.  For 
questions about the coverage, how to interact with 
the members in the room and anything else about 
our upcoming live events, please contact State 
Marketing Director George Hayek, gahayek@
bellsouth.net  or Media Relations & Production 
Director Jim Clark, jckark1@gmail.com.

We hope you find the live YouTube coverage 
and interactive efforts during our state convention 
helpful in understanding the direction our Order 
is going.

For more information on the 177th Annual 
Florida State Jurisdiction Convention go to 
Knights of Columbus Florida State Council and 
click the Convention tab. 

2021 State Convention Electronic Elections 
with ElectionBuddy

The rules and procedures for this convention 
have been amended by authorization of the 
Supreme Council, to allow for the operation and 
conductance of the “Annual Meeting” under 
the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 
Pandemic. This special authorization grants 

the State Council Officers with power to adjust 
as needed, certain procedures so as to be 
able to complete the required business of the 
jurisdiction.

 To see more about the election process click      
Election Process.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.floridakofc.org/Instructions-for-Nominations-and-Elections-at-the-2021-State-Convention
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On May 28th-29th we will gather for the 
117th Annual Meeting of the Florida 
State Council, Knights of Columbus, 
which is most commonly referred to 

as the “State Convention”.  As most of you recall, 
our 2020 convention was held virtually, due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic.  

We were grateful last year for the technology to 
stream our event virtually, allowing us to be able to 
bring our meeting to so many members throughout 
the jurisdiction and to be able to keep our great 
organization running during this difficult time.  
However, there is no substitute for the comradery 
and fellowship shared during an in-person event.  
I am looking forward to welcoming our delegates, 
fellow state officers, Clergy, past state deputies, 
dignitaries, and attendees this coming May 28-29.  
We will also be accommodating those who cannot 
be with us in person, on our virtual televised 
platform.  

This year’s convention will feature several new 
events including the Thursday (May 27) “Ride for 
Vocations” – a fundraising event that will support 
our Florida Jurisdictions Vocations Fund.  The ride 
features a joint venture with the Florida Chapter of 
Knights on Bikes” an affiliated motorcycle group 
that gathers for rides, typically raising funds for 
charitable causes.  This inaugural ride will start 
with Mass, Celebrated by Most Reverend Thomas 
Wenski, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Miami.  
The event Mass will take place at St. Katharine 
Drexel Catholic Church, Weston, Florida.  
Following Mass, the Archbishop will take to 
the road leading the riders to their first stop, the 
Alligator Alley Harley-Davidson dealership along 
State Road 84 in Sunrise, Florida where the riders 
will be treated to a gift bag with HD merchandise.  

They will also be served a lunch, provided 
by local Chick-Fil-A franchisers Jude and Felix 
Hodges, both 4th Degree Knights.  The ride will 
make several stops along State Route 27 ultimately 
ending at the St. Cloud Kissimmee Council No. 

6624 Hall, located at 
2000, Neptune Road, 
Kissimmee, FL 34744.  
We will have a barbeque 
to commemorate the 
ride as well as additional 
opportunities to raise 
funds for Vocations and 
for a good time.  For those 
who enjoy scotch and 
cigars, there will be ample 
opportunity for you to 
partake.  Join Archbishop 
Wenski and other members of the clergy for this 
first annual event.  

For those who are not motorcycle riders, tickets 
for just the barbeque are available on the state 
website as well as at the door.  Another new event 
added this year will be conducting a degree of 
Charity Unity and Fraternity following the Friday, 
opening Mass.  All families are invited to attend the 
Mass and witness this beautiful ceremonial, which 
will be presented by the 2021 “All-Star Exemplar 
Team” a team of Florida exemplars selected by the 
State Ceremonial Team as the best of the best!  We 
will also be streaming live, many segments of our 
convention, for those who cannot attend in person, 
our production will be professionally conducted 
by the same team that brought us the Mid-year 
meeting.  

We will also be bringing back the Ladies events, 
including the “Ladies Luncheon” on Saturday, this 
is typically a theme event, Terri Koppie, former 
first lady and wife of Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD, 
will be handling the arrangements for this event 
that is a “must attend” for any wife of a Knight 
in attendance.  There will be other activities and 
events for the ladies which will be posted on the 
“Ladies Activities” section of the state website: 
floridakofc.org 

Other changes to our convention include 
the addition of many training clinics on Friday 

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor

May Is Convention Month

http://floridakofc.org
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morning, check the agenda to see which session 
is right for you.  In years past our caucus sessions 
were conducted on Friday afternoon, however, 
due to the pandemic, we will again be conducting 
the caucus sessions virtually, the results will be 
announced during the business session of the 
convention and voted on at that time.  Our awards 
sessions will be live, however we will record the 
events and will post the video on the state social 
media sites, so that all may view the event.  Finally, 
if you have not yet visited the convention section 
of our state website, I strongly urge you to do so, 
you will find everything you need to know about 
the convention.  Remember that our membership 

numbers are based on a full-year and do not end 
with the convention.  Please continue to reach out 
to every eligible Catholic Man and his family, 
ask them to consider joining us as we continue to 
support our Church.

I look forward to seeing many of you in person, 
at our state convention.  This will be my final 
convention as your State Deputy, and I want you to 
know that it has been an honor to serve the Florida 
Jurisdiction these past two years.  I am praying for 
each of you and your families to have a safe and 
enjoyable convention.

We are blessed! 
I never take 
for granted 
how a group 

of Brother Knights surrender 
to service, allow the Holy 
Spirit to guide our labor and 
produce such fine fundraising 
events. Our council has 
had to quickly adapt to and 
overcome the many Covid-
related challenges we have 
all faced 2020-2021. 

We chose not to have our 
Fish Fry in 2020 but were 
still able to donate $5000 
to the Carmelite Vocation Fund. The Carmelite 
Sisters run St. Theresa School, which is attached 
to one of our two aligned parishes, Church of the 
Little Flower in Coral Gables, FL. The Carmelites 
Sisters count on us, so we adapted and overcame. 
This year KofC Council 3274 decided to produce 
a hybrid Fish Fry, selling over 300 meals picked 
up via drive through and served a small group of 
VIPs sit down tables that were sold as well. The 
2021 Coral Gables KofC 3274 raised and donated 
$8,000.00 to the Carmelite Vocation Fund! 

Our council battle cry is "Pray, Serve, Repeat". 
We have started the hashtag #prayserverepeat and 
hope all councils adopt it as well. Our council is 
focused on challenging ourselves to do more for 
our clergy and community in need regardless of 
the pandemic.  By the Grace of God and for His 
Glory our council is growing and bearing many 
fruits. We strive to honor Blessed Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney in all that we do, say and think. Vivat 
Jesu!

Supporting Carmelite Vocation Fund
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One of the most powerful programs 
developed by the Knights of Columbus 
during the recent administration of 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has 

been the promotion of Christian family life in the 
midst of an ongoing challenge by the media, in 
particular, and society, in general. The good that 
has poured forth from this program has been an 
incalculable help to Catholic pastors. 

So last October, when a media frenzy 
broke forth over Pope Francis’ remarks in a 
documentary, “Francesco,” about the pastoral care 
for homosexuals, disputes raged over the correct 
English translation of key Spanish terms and the 
uncertainty about whether the filmmaker cut out 
additional clarifications by Pope Francis for the 
final version. This makes it virtually impossible 
to know, for sure, what the Pope said or what 
he meant to say. What further complicates the 
situation is that the media jumped on commentary 
made by various people who chose to insert their 
own opinions and  interpretations into the debate.

We can’t deny that papal approval of same-sex 
civil unions in 2020 would contradict earlier papal 
disapproval of them in 2003, when the Vatican 
prudentially applied Catholic doctrinal teaching 
to the secular state’s interpretation of marriage. In 
words approved by Pope St. John Paul II, then-
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) 
taught that “respect for homosexual persons 
cannot lead in any way to approval of homosexual 
behavior or to a legal recognition of homosexual 
unions,” which would likely “cause a devaluation 
of the institution of marriage.” In the wake of 
“Francesco,” not surprisingly, journalists and 
headline writers have been quick to broadcast 
their assurance that a serious change in Catholic 
doctrine was under way. 

Many Catholics, confused by this controversy, 
don’t need to fight their way through a thicket of 
details to find clarity of mind and peace of soul. 
One consideration, which alone is sufficient to 
set our understanding straight, is that no pope 

can unilaterally re-define 
fundamental Catholic 
teachings in a one-on-one 
interview reported by a 
journalist. As shepherd 
and chief teacher of 
the Catholic faith, the 
pope (not the reporter!) 
must exercise editorial 
control over what he 
says. He cannot (and 
does not) delegate such 
a great responsibility to 
a filmmaker in a one-
on-one interview. The Pope’s statements in 
“Francesco”, therefore, are his personal opinions; 
they do not constitute formal papal teaching that 
binds Catholic conscience! Those who view same-
sex civil unions as a pathway to the redefinition of 
marriage are free to disagree, which was their goal 
all along. 

That redefinition (so-called “gay marriage”) 
doesn’t come up for discussion in “Francesco,” 
nor does the question of same-sex adoptions. Pope 
Francis has spoken very clearly on both matters 
elsewhere. In his view, “to redefine the very 
institution of marriage” would “disfigure God’s 
plan for creation. Throughout humanity and not 
only in the Church, it’s been between a man and a 
woman. You can’t change it just like that. It’s the 
nature of things. That’s how they are.” Therefore, 
“It is a contradiction to speak of homosexual 
marriage.” 

A husband and wife make each other father 
and mother of the children they receive from the 
Creator to generate and educate. Pope Francis 
says that in God’s design, “every person needs a 
male father and a female mother . . . [to] help them 
shape their identity.” This means that children 
adopted by same-sex couples are “deprived of 
their human development given by a father and 
a mother and willed by God.” Pope Francis sides 
with the warning that predicted that same-sex civil 

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

Promoting Christian Family Life
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unions would lead to the adoption of children by 
same-sex couples. 

“I have always defended doctrine,” Pope 
Francis claims; and nowhere in the documentary, 
“Francesco,” does he deny doctrinal truth on the 
nature of marriage. Scripture and Church Tradition 
testify to the basis of that saving truth: only within 
the promise of married love between husband and 
wife does the Creator bless the sexual relations of 
human beings. A good marriage example mirrors 
God’s undying faithfulness to His children “in 
good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.” 
No other physical union can demonstrate what the 
promise to be faithful in a true life-giving marital 
intimacy does. 

Scripture and Tradition affirm God’s 
unconditional disapproval of sexual intercourse 
outside of marriage, whether it be that of 
adulterers, fornicators, or homosexuals. In each, 
condemnation rules out the behavior in question, 
not the one who behaves. God hates sin, not the 
sinner. Why? St. Thomas Aquinas explains “God 

is offended by us when we act against our own 
good.” When sexual attraction has us in its mighty 
grip, are not all of us capable of the most profound 
self-deception? Which of us can easily see the 
way to what is truly good for us? Do we not feel 
the strong pull of temptation to “act against our 
own good”? 

Jesus prayed from the Cross, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” Only 
God knows where all roads end – we don’t. Our 
loving Father made us for happiness; so, He tells 
us, in no uncertain terms, which paths not to walk. 
He knows that homosexual sin, fornication and 
adultery ruins lives. Yet, the Father isn’t quick 
nor content to condemn the world of disordered 
desire; He sends His Son as Redeemer to save it. 
His gifts of chastity, courage, and perseverance 
give us the grace to discover in our own flesh the 
truth St. Paul proclaimed:  “It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free.” May God give us the grace 
to live out these gifts and promote the real values 
of Christian family living. Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. 
Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments, 
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 
… This is my commandment: Love one another 
as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (Gospel for 
May 9, Jn 15:9-10, 12-13)

Christ tells us we will remain in his love 
if we keep his commandments. Saying 
you love someone can be easy, but it 
is really our deeds that reveal our love 

— or lack of it. Christ showed us how to love by 
his example and by sacrificing his very life for us. 
To love as Christ commands us to love demands 
action. The Letter of James says, “Be doers of the 
word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves” 
(1:22). May each of us commit to keeping the 
commandments and offering our very selves in 
service and sacrifice for others.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to meditate on the 
meaning of the Ten Commandments in your life 
by picking one on 10 different days and praying 
about it for at least 10 minutes. Second, during this 
month devoted to our Blessed Mother, I challenge 
you to assist your council in implementing the 
Faith in Action Rosary program — showing your 
love of Christ by showing your love of Mary.
Questions for Reflection:

Are you willing to proclaim to others that 
you love Christ? Does your life show this love 
by your obedience to Christ and the teachings of 
the Church, or are there areas of your life where 
you seem not to heed the Gospel? Are there times 
when you find it hard to love as Christ commands, 
and if so, how can you seek to grow in love?
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Salvation and Reconciliation

On May 13. 2021 the whole Catholic 
Church, East and West, will celebrate 
the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord. 
Jesus said to His apostles on that day, 

"Go teach all Nations". With these words, Jesus 
gave His apostles their marching orders. Although 
He gave them their work in His ministry, they 
had no idea how to do it. They had to wait for 
Pentecost and the Holy Spirit who would teach 
them salvation history, the Messiah, that He was 
the Son of God and that His Passion and death 
brought reconciliation of all mankind to God the 
Father.

In that descent of the Holy Spirit upon them 
at Pentecost, the apostles recognized that their 
mission in the vineyard of the Lord was twofold: 
one of proclaiming the 
Name of Jesus to the world 
and secondly to be the 
dispensers of reconciliation. 
In that reconciliation, they 
also realized what St. Paul 
wrote in one of his Epistles 
that "We are all God's but die 
like men". They preached 
the call to become divine. 
This is a basic concept of 
the Eastern Church in its 
spirituality and theology, 
that is, the "divinization" 
of mankind. This is our 
spiritual task and our task 
in the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus.

Jesus came into the world 
to reconcile humanity with 
His Father. Reconciliation 
with God, therefore, is 
the foundation and the 
beginning of our personal 
process of divinization 

and the divinization of 
mankind by our ministry. 
In the creation of Adam 
and Eve and in our own 
conception God placed 
an indelible mark on us...
His own Image. In the 
Fall of Adam and Eve, 
that mark was tarnish by 
that Original Sin of Adam 
and Eve. In the Passion 
and Death of Jesus, Jesus 
cleaned up that indelible 
mark in order for God to 
recognize us and the work we have done toward 
our own self divinization and our work in the Lord.

In our baptism we have 
received our marching orders 
which is reconciliation.  
In our chrismation/
confirmation we have been 
given full knowledge of 
Jesus and the blueprint of our 
ministry in the Lord. We have 
been commissioned to bring 
salvation and reconciliation 
to others by teaching 
them the saving mission 
of the Passion Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who is the living image of 
the love of the Father and 
the ultimate sign of salvation 
and reconciliation for all 
mankind.

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

Former State Chaplain  
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
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The Daytona Beach Veterans Museum 
and Educational Center has a new 
home, thanks to the Knights of 
Our Lady of Hope Fourth Degree 

Assembly 2794. Running out of space at its 
location on the second floor of the Tic Toc 
building on Beach Street, the museum moved 
to the Disabled American Veterans building 
in nearby Holly Hill. The move took more 
than two months, beginning in November 
and finally wrapping up in mid-January. 
Thirty Assembly members participated in the 
project, contributing 160-man hours.

The Museum has thousands of memorabilia 
dating back to the Civil War, including 
military uniforms, weapons, banners, flags, 
documents, clippings, models and priceless 
artifacts. The Knights assisted in moving 
these objects with care to the new location. 
For instance, the collection included nearly 
60 manikins dressed in uniforms, in addition 
to thousands of books that had been packed in 
cartons.

While the museum volunteers packed the 
fragile objects, the Knights assisted in packing 
the books into hundreds of cartons. For the actual 
move, Knights formed a chain from the second-
floor location, down the elevator and through the 
loading dock into moving vehicles – a process that 
occupied five Saturdays with more than five-hour 
shifts.

Our Sir Knights valued the contents of the 
museum as priceless relics of conflicts and wars 
and memorabilia of our many Veterans of military 
service in defense of our American Flag and the 
country we love,” said SK Ray Zall, head of the 
Assembly Veterans Committee. “We were not 
there for recognition for doing this job, rather, to 
assist our brother military veterans in a time of 
need.  The Veteran’s Museum is not funded by any 
municipal government.  It operates on donations, 
only, and the good will of people who appreciate 
the sacrifices of our veterans.  The museum was 

struggling to figure out how they were going to pay 
professionals to move them.  With our assistance 
they were able to avoid spending thousands of 
dollars in moving expenses (which they would 
have had to solicit in donations).”

The Assembly’s involvement with the museum 
goes back several years. Hearing that handicapped 
veteran could not visit the second-floor location, 
the Knights made an unsolicited gift to fund a 
chairlift so that these veterans could enjoy the 
museum.

The museum is now up and operating at its 
new location and it is preparing to resume tours 
and lectures for school children as soon as the 
COVID pandemic subsides.  In the interim, it is 
open for visitors and occasionally one or more 
of our Assembly members act as guides in the 
museum.  We are proud to be able to assist the 
museum and humbled with the vast display of 
veteran memorabilia.

Assembly Assists Veterans Museum
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Citizens with Disabilities Funds

Five Ormond Beach schools and two 
local charities serving persons with 
developmental disabilities were the 
recipients of $3,150 in grants from the 

annual Campaign for Citizens with Disabilities 
fund drive held by Knights of Columbus Prince of 
Peace Council 8791 in Ormond Beach. 

The grants are from the proceeds the council 
realized through collections at Prince of Peace 
Catholic Church and Prince of Peace Like New 
(thrift) Shop earlier in the year. The amount raised 
this year is about one-half of that in previous years 
due to COVID-19 solicitation restrictions. 

“Through the efforts of our council members 
and the incredible generosity of parishioners, area 
residents, and visitors, we are pleased to again 
provide much needed-funds to help local students 
and citizens with learning and developmental 
challenges,” said Grand Knight Charles 
Armstrong. 

The local recipients this year are Special 
Olympics Volusia/Flagler Counties, ARC of 
Volusia, and the Exceptional Student Education 
programs at Ormond Beach Middle School, 
and Pathways, Pine Trail, Tomoka and Osceola 
Elementary schools. Florida KofC Charities, Inc. 
also received funds for Florida Special Olympics.  

Prince of Peace Council 8791 was established 
in 1984 and has approximately 215 members. 
Ronald E. Nowviskie is the Council’s Family 
Director.
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Coats for New York

Feeling it would be more 
beneficial our Coats for 
Kids benefited children 
in a colder climate, 

Blessed Mother Council 13338 
in Delray Beach recently sent 
a check for $1,000 to procure 
winter jackets to deserving 
youngsters in New Rochelle, 
New York.

The coats were donated 
to the Boys & Girls Club of 
New Rochelle, which serves 
13 schools in the Mamaroneck 
and Ossining School District. 
Council Program Director John 
Magnotta knew of that organization, and did the 
legwork for bringing the donation to fruition.

“Blessed Mother Council has been a great 
supporter on an annual basis of the K of C Coats 
for Kids Program,” said Bob Albertson, Grand 
Knight of Council 13338. “Since our Council is 

located in South Florida, we usually vote to send 
coats to the cooler areas of our great country. 
While this is the first time we have sent our coats 
to New York, we sent them to a K of C Council in 
Chicago last year for distribution.”

Do you need prayers or know someone who needs prayer? Did you know that you can submit prayer 
requests on the Florida State Website? Go to Prayers - Sick, Distressed & Bereaved (floridakofc.org) to 
submit your prayer request

http://floridakofc.org
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Essay Contest International Runner-up

Andrea Banuszek, 
winner of the 
Catholic Citizenship 
Essay Contest in 

the state of Florida, went on to 
become an international runner-
up in the Knights of Columbus 
competition.

The resident of Port Orange 
started out by winning the 
Catholic Citizenship Essay 
Contest sponsored by Our Lady 
of Hope Council 8086, and then 
went on to capture top honors in 
District 20, Region 3 and then 
the state of Florida.

For her efforts in the 
international competition, she 
was sent a check for $100 and 
a letter from Supreme Knight 
Patrick E. Kelly.

“Today’s Catholic youth 
will become the Catholic adults 
of tomorrow, and by their actions and decisions, 
they will play a major role in the future direction 
of the Church,” Kelly wrote. “It is apparent to me 
from the quality of all the essays submitted that 
the youth of today are on the right track toward 
this goal. Your essay was chosen from hundreds 
of entries, and truly defines how trusting in God 
during a difficult time has helped you or someone 
you know find the strength and hope to endure it.

“As a reward for your efforts, you will be 
receiving a check in the mail in the coming days. 
It is of paramount importance to strengthen the 
foundation of our faith in the hearts and minds 
of the youth. They are our future priests, sisters, 
teachers, and legislators, and with a strong base 
of Catholic beliefs they will excel in those roles. 
Congratulations on this prestigious achievement, 
I wish you continued success throughout your 
scholastic experience and beyond.”

Banuszek earned a $50 first-place check for 

winning the Council 8086 competition. Her essay 
then went on to capture top honors in K of C 
District 20, along with winning in Region 3 and 
then for the Florida State Council.

The essay competition is part of the Knights’ 
Faith in Action Community initiative. Dr. Ernie 
Jackson is the Council 8086 Community Director, 
while Rob Brock was the point of contact for the 
competition. John O’Malley is the Grand Knight, 
and Tim Mell is Service Program Director.
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VAVS Volunteers of the Year

Michael Sedor and 
Tracy Doherty, the 
two VA Voluntary 
Service (VAVS) 

Knights of Columbus Male and 
Female Volunteers of the Year 
for 2020, were the Honorees 
at the April 24 Fourth Degree 
Exemplification at West Palm 
Beach.

The two long-time volunteers 
at Veterans facilities in the Palm 
Beach area were nominated for 
the national award by SK Angel 
Luis Rodriguez Rivera, the 
Florida State VAVS Director.

Sedor was recognized for his 
extraordinary service over the 
past three years to the West Palm 
Beach Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in Riviera Beach. SK 
Michael is a retired pharmacist. 
In his retirement, he brings 
professionalism, humanity, 
charity and unending kindness to 
his volunteer work, both in and 
out of the WPB VAMC. 

Doherty has been entertaining 
the veterans at the Community 
Living Center since 2009, 
missing only two Sundays over 
the past 10 years. She also volunteers in the 
Computer Learning Center, training vets in basic 
computing skills. Upon graduation, each vet 
receives a refurbished computer.

Her husband John Doherty – a legally blind 
disabled Vietnam combat veteran – received 
his Fourth Degree at the West Palm Beach 
Exemplification.

The successful Exemplification created 93 Sir 
Knights to the Patriotic Degree of our order.

The Exemplification follows the State’s first 
virtual Fourth Degree on March 21, which 

elevated 460 Sir Knights – the country’s largest 
Exemplification in nearly 20 years.

Florida’s next Fourth Degree will be a live 
Exemplification at San Jose Catholic Church in 
Jacksonville on Saturday, August 28.
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Born Out of a Tragedy
A Safe Haven for Newborns Coming to the Aid 
of the most innocent and helpless among us; 
Newborns

A Safe Haven for Newborns, the Gloria 
M. Silverio Foundation, a 501©3, not 
for profit organization, was born out 
of one man’s heartache after losing his 

beloved wife of 32 years, Gloria. Nick (Silverio) 
knew he wanted to do something that would honor 
her life and the great love they shared. They lived 
a happy, full life and were very involved in giving 
back to the community; especially to the elderly 
and children’s organizations. 
Although they never had 
children of their own; they 
had two miscarriages, one on 
Christmas Eve, he knew that 
he wanted to do something 
that involved children. Nick 
and his wife Gloria were 
loving Godparents to 14 
children. 

One night, unable to sleep 
and flipping mindlessly 
through a magazine, Nick suddenly stopped - 
compelled to read the article in front of him. The 
article talked about newborns that were being 
abandoned by their birth mothers in unsafe places 
throughout the world. After researching this crisis, 
he learned that although Florida did have the Safe 
Haven law in the books, there was no organization 
in Florida that was rendering assistance to the most 
precious, innocent among us - the newborn. Nick 
now knew how he would honor Gloria’s life, and in 
2001 he created The Gloria M. Silverio Foundation 
with its sole mission to save infants from possible 
death and the dangers of abandonment. 

Twenty years later, the Foundation is fulfilling 
its mission and has given 330 newborns a chance 
at life – with loving, caring parents that will 
nurture and guide them as they grow instead 
of being left in an unsafe place increasing the 
chances of their demise. The Foundation is often 

the last resource for the young expectant mothers 
who are hiding their pregnancy and are scared; 
and, who themselves feel abandoned by their own 
family and feel they have nowhere to turn. To 
date, over 5,000 pregnant women have turned to 
A Safe Haven for Newborns for support in their 
most difficult time. 

The Gloria M. Silverio Foundation assists 
distressed pregnant women from all walks of life 
in their moment of crisis with a confidential toll-
free 24/7 multilingual helpline. The Foundation 
offers several programs to assist the expectant 

mother to make the decision 
that is right for her and for her 
baby. Some of the resources 
available to them include 
counseling, parenting skills, 
health related issues, adoption 
and confidentially placing 
the newborn in a Safe Haven 
location. The program reaches 
all 67 Florida counties and has 
been recognized nationally as 
the prototype for setting the 

standard for affiliated programs as in the states of 
Kansas and Missouri and the country of Panama. 
A Safe Haven for Newborns is the most effective 
“Safe Haven” program in the world relating to 
this complex societal issue. A Safe Haven for 
Newborns is a prime example of the private sector 
taking the lead and working with the public sector 
to make our world a kinder place to live. 

A Safe Haven for Newborns has formed 
networks and partnerships with community 
organizations throughout the state in creating 
wide range awareness. Partnerships have been 
established with all hospitals, and 24/7 staffed 
Fire/EMS Stations which are easily identified by 
the Safe Haven signage displayed at their entrance. 
The Foundation provides a professional, web-
based curriculum to hospitals and first responders 
so that they are prepared to receive a newborn. 

Nick has worked tirelessly (and without any 
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salary) for the past 20 years – 7 days a week – 
concentrating on bringing awareness of Safe 
Haven to schools, colleges, mental health centers, 
community organization, shelters, etc. and 
works to assist the pregnant and terrified young 
woman in her most difficult moments. Many 
organizations have recognized his incredible 
work and his determination to eliminate infant 
abandonment.  People Magazine wrote an article 
about “The Baby Rescuer”; he was recognized as 
one of the most unselfish givers in a book titled 
“Unselfish – love Thy Neighbor as Thy Selfie”, 
by Paul Parkinson. Gloria and Kristopher, two 
Safe Haven babies will soon turn 16 years old. 
They are spokespeople for Safe Haven. Nick is 
thrilled to see their healthy growth; spiritually, 
physically, mentally and psychologically. Gloria 
is often quoted stating, “Thank you Uncle Nick! If 
it wasn’t for you and Safe Haven for Newborns, I 
wouldn’t be here today”. 

And as Nick often quotes; “Every life is 
precious” - “I strongly believed from the beginning 
if we only save one life, it will all be worth it.” 
That was 330 babies ago!

Nick is a 4th degree Knight of Columbus 
member – Council 9888, and a member of the 
Knights of Malta and Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem.

Born in Wisconsin, spent his early years in 
New York, Nick has lived in Miami since he 
was 9; attended the local schools, Miami-Dade 
College and Barry University. He continued his 
education with varied Management and IT courses 
at Wharton Business School and Harvard. Prior to 
the tragedy of losing his wife, Nick was President/
Owner of Nick E. Silverio and Associates a 
company specializing in software development 
and IT consulting services. He was a business 
partner to IBM; some of his major clients NCL, 
Caterpillar, ThyssenKrupp Elevator, etc. 

Nick is now dedicated to eliminating the 
ultimate in infant abuse, abandonment, through 
education, prevention, direct assistance and grass 
roots community involvement. His favorite quote 
“The two most important days in your life are; 
the day you were born and they day you find out 
why”.

A Florida Fire Chief sums it up with this quote: 
“Nick Silverio – you are doing great work that 
will impact eternity. God Bless You!

http://www.asafehavenfornewborns.com

safehaven@asafehavenfornewborns.com

RECRUIT TWO NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH 
YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED IN THE 

DRAWING TO WIN $500 

That’s right, the Florida State Council, Knights of Columbus is 
offering any of its members (in good standing) the opportunity 
to win $500.00 in our monthly incentive drawing, each month 
through June, 2021. 

How to enter the drawing: 

• Propose two new members, either joining by E-
Membership or through a Council, during the same 
month. 

• Make sure you have included YOUR membership number 
in the “Proposer” section of the candidate application 
form 

• Candidates must complete either E-Membership ac-
ceptance or complete the degree of Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity and have the Financial Secretary of the council, 
submit the application, prior to the end of the month. 

• Drawings take place on the First Saturday of the month, 
during the Monthly Virtual Leadership Meeting (zoom) 
8:30AM.  Winners are announced, checks are mailed out 
shortly after the announcement. 

http://www.asafehavenfornewborns.com
http://safehaven@asafehavenfornewborns.com
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THE FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL 
PRESENTS THE 2021 SILVER ROSE PROGRAM 

The Silver Rose is coming back to the State of Florida compliments of your Florida State Council.  Act 
now to secure your spot on our upcoming schedule.  Thoroughly review the Silver Rose Guide sheet 
(#10625) available at www.kofc.org/rose.  Then meet with your pastor in advance to receive his approval 
BEFORE registering to receive the Silver Rose.  Reservations will be taken on a first come first served 
basis but the final schedule will be determined by location and logistics.  The tentative schedule is as fol-
lows:  

  July 12, 2021 through July 18, 2021  Diocese of St. Augustine 

  July 19, 2021 through July 25, 2021  Diocese of Orlando 

  July 26, 2021 through August 1, 2021 Diocese of Palm Beach 

  August 2, 2021 through August 8, 2021 Archdiocese of Miami 

  August 9, 2021 through August 15, 2021 Diocese of Venice 

  August 16, 2021 through August 22, 2021 Diocese of St. Petersburg 

  August 23, 2021 through August 29, 2021 Diocese of Pensacola / Tallahassee 

No reservations will be taken after June 12, 2021 and the final schedule will be announced on June 27, 
2021.  The Silver Rose will be delivered to the address shown on your reservation form no less than one 
hour prior to the start of your prayer service.  Transportation and logistics to all churches is being provided 
by the Florida Knights on Bikes. 

Reservations will ONLY be accepted by online reservation. No other method of reservation will be accept-
ed.  ONLY AFTER your council receives approval from your Pastor should you visit www.konbfla.com 
and click on the “UPCOMING EVENTS BLAST” tab.  Fill in all of the data fields and hit submit.  You 
will receive an email confirmation that your reservation has been received within one week of submission, 
but final acceptance will not be made until the schedule is final on June 27, 2021. 

For more information contact: 
Stephen R. Bell, PGK, PFN 

Silver Rose Director and President of the Florida Knights on Bikes 
knightrider1997@comcast.net 
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The Knights of Columbus Supreme Office and the Fraternal Mission Department’s Programs Team 
would like to congratulate all the winners of the 2020 – 2021 Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest, 
Soccer Challenge and Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest.

2020-2021 Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest International Champions
     Council 14132 Age 11 International Winner
     Council 8086 Age 10 International Runner-up

2020-2021 Soccer Challenge International Champions

2020-2021 Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest
    Council 17480 5-7 Division International Runner-up

Fraternal Mission Department Programs

2021 Brand Assets
The only approved logo can be found here:  Knights of Columbus Brand Assets and Usage (kofc.org)

The Invocation Team would like to get your 
comments on the Invocation. Please take a few 
minutes and complete this survey so we may 
improve the Invocation. 

Invocation Survey

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/community/catholic-citizenship-essay-contest/2020-2021-essay-contenst-winners.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/community/soccer-challenge/2020-2021-soccer-contest-winners.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/family/keep-christ-in-christmas/2020-2021-kcic-contest-winners.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/brand-assets/index.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAN__tpx_pZUMDkyWUY4TTRFUllWSVVZNzEwM1kyN085OS4u
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2020-2021 Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest 
International Champions

Topic: How trusting in God during a difficult time has helped
you or someone you know find the strength and hope to 
endure it

Grade Rank Council

8 Winner 14129

8 Runner-up

Name

Cathy Smolka

Oliver Crowson 4599

8 Runner-up 4849

9 Winner 1707

9 Runner-up 379

9 Runner-up 12656

10 Winner

Caroline Kuttner 

Sofia Parra 

Thomas Swift 

Keegan DeMerell 

Madelyn Pope Missouri

10 Runner-up 1905

10 Runner-up 8086

11 Winner 14132

Location 

Henrico,VA 

Marietta,GA 

Aurora, IL 

Santa Fe, NM   

Bristol, RI 

Portland, OR 

Lake St Louis, MO 

Gretna, LA 

Port Orange, FL

11 Runner-up

Jaden Armond 

Andrea Banaszek 

Joseph McFadden 

Ashley Higdon 13917

11 Runner-up 10246

12 Winner 16411

12 Runner-up

Xaria De Maio 

Mary Rembold 

Dwight Berlin 9623

12 Runner-up Cyril Thomas 17481

Versailles, KY 

Fredericksburg, VA 

Webster, NY 

La Place, LA 

Ottawa, ON

The Knights of Columbus Supreme Office and the Fraternal Mission 
Department’s Programs Team  would like to congratulate all of the winners of the  

2020 – 2021 Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest.

Thank you to all the participating  councils and jurisdictions, and the patience on 
the delay of the Supreme  judging.

Celebration, FL
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Gianna Hristakopoulos, selected as a 2nd place winner in the 2020 – 2021 International Keep 
Christ in Christmas Poster Contest
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Ride with Archbishop Wenski in the 
1st Annual Charity Ride for Vocations 

May 27, 2021 
10:30 AM Mass at St. Katharine Drexel Catholic 

Church, Weston , FL 
11:30 AM Kickstands Up 

Route US 27 with Stops at: 
‘Harley Davidson’ in Davie 

‘Loves’ in Moore Haven 
‘Citgo’ in Lake Wales 

Arrive at Kissimmee Council 6624 
BBQ Dinner / Scotch and Cigars 

$40 per rider (includes donation) + a 50/50 
$10 entry donation for non riders at Council 6624 

 
Contact: Stephen Bell, KOB President 

Knightrider1997@comcast.net 904-860-2284 

Visit FLKOFC.ORG to register

http://FLKOFC.ORG
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With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual 
meetings we are supplying you with fillable 
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English 
and Spanish. You will need to Download the 
forms and save them on your computer prior 
to filling them out. 

Form 100 English                            

Form 100 Spanish

Form 4 English                                

Form 4 Spanish

In October of 2020 the Florida State Council 
created a weekly newsletter called the 
“Weekly News”. This newsletter was 

created to help keep the Officers of the Councils 
informed of upcoming events as well as important 
information. This was designed to help reduce 
the number of emails that were being sent out on 
a weekly basis. Obviously, we still need to send 
out separate emails on occasional from the State, 
not Supreme as we cannot control that. 

If you are a Grand Knight or Financial 
Secretary, you should be receiving this every 
Friday. If you are not, you can subscribe by using 
this link Subscribe to Weekly News. This is not 
just for the Officers.  Any member can subscribe 
if they wish to receive the weekly email. 

Click this link to view the Weekly News   
April 30th, 2021 Weekly News

Subscribe to Weekly News

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgoxqCoIJ3eJ45Tq4Jw?e=TsjQBp
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgow8lftC5mKTRR-irA?e=2bIAJg
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgow72LoxdIugiuLg-w?e=l7o6fp
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgoxrP_erBcc1vBW3VA?e=7wp2Ye
https://floridakofc.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=881b3823f0048760aca27605c&id=65d33927b6
https://mailchi.mp/03252ced2e29/kofc-florida-state-council-weekly-news-5519669
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter 

How To Write An Article 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How

INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email

o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not

format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council

o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?

• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month

o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each

Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue

• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing

something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
• Open Districts 19,21-28,31-32

o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team 
How to Write for the Invocation 

Marketing Department Information

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/87730/2020_KofC_FSC_ORGMeetingMarketingPresentation.pdf
https://kofcfraternal.mymarketingbench.com/catalog/ListItems.epm?cid=-1&vm=carousel&searchMode=true&skw=public%20relations
https://1drv.ms/w/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgdJKn2rjvRlHjBewVQ?e=xW0n0Q
https://www.floridakofc.org/Marketing
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgbQarWnyuHQ6tbYuSg?e=bCm4aq
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Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffle changes for 2019-20

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21OfficialRulesforRaffleProgram.pdf
https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21RaffleChanges.pdf
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Do you shop on 

Amazon? If so, you 
can now have .05% 
of your purchases 
donated to Florida  
K of C Charities! All 
you need to so is use the 
link for Amazon Smiles. 
To activate this on 
your Amazon account 
just click on this link  
Amazonsmile  that’s all 
you have to do!

The Knights of Columbus VAVA Volunteers 
of the year have been announced. Please 
congratulate SK Michael R. Sedor, Council 
12322 and Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty from 
the WPB VAVS for the honor in their selections 

for the 2020 KofC VAVS Volunteers of the year. 
To read the announcements click in their names 
below. 

SK Michael R. Sedor Council 12322
Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgf1mtjoDD8bwRBA_aA?e=uf6NVU
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgf1b8b8NoHLHMJ3ZuA


INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 25

INVOCATION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, 
and perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue = 
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice

Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show 
allegiance to our country.

The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD

pmkoppie@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache
ibacache@bellsouth.net

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Doug Murray

douglasjmurray@hotmail.com 
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com
STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek
gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATIONINVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak   esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor  Scott@engage360.us 
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com  Districts 49-61 
John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins  tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com  Districts 33-48

Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87
Harry Rother    Photographer  Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

