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Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly

The Knights of Columbus Board of 
Directors elected Patrick E. Kelly as 
the next Supreme Knight on Feb. 5, to 
continue the mission of charity, unity 

and fraternity established by the Order’s Founder, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, almost 140 years ago.

Carl A. Anderson will retire February 28, after 
more than 20 years of service as Supreme Knight 
and upon reaching the mandatory retirement age 
of 70. He leaves a legacy of Christian witness and 
service to the Catholic Church, to the Knights of 
Columbus and to communities throughout the 
world.

Patrick Kelly’s tenure as the Order’s 14th 
Supreme Knight will commence March 1.
Statement by retiring Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson:

“The Knights of Columbus board has elected 
an extraordinarily well-qualified new Supreme 
Knight in Patrick Kelly. Patrick has dedicated 
his life in service to the Church, his country, 
and the Knights of Columbus. He has served as 
Deputy Supreme Knight for four years and is a 
well-rounded public servant with diplomatic and 
military experience. He is ideally suited to carry on 
the work of the Knights of Columbus as we enter a 
new era, faithful to our principles of charity, unity 
and fraternity, and in close collaboration with the 
Holy See and the bishops throughout the world. 

As Deputy Supreme Knight, Patrick has played 
a leading role in several major initiatives, including 
our international religious freedom efforts, our 
pro-life Ultrasound Initiative, and our new public 
initiation ceremony. He also served as Executive 
Director of the Saint John Paul II National Shrine, 
leading its transformation through the creation of 
its worship spaces and world-class exhibit on the 
life of St. John Paul II. 

Most recently, Patrick led the Knights’ 
grassroots response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
titled “Leave No Neighbor Behind.” Through 
this initiative, brother Knights around the world 
are serving those isolated and alone in quarantine, 

supporting food banks and blood centers in need 
of vital supplies, and providing other essential 
services. Patrick has the experience and strong 
faith necessary to lead the Knights into the future.”

For over a decade, Patrick Kelly has worked 
at a senior level on the frontlines of the Knights’ 
work in charity, advocacy, and the management of 
the organization’s multi-billion-dollar insurance 
and investment operations. Mr. Kelly joined the 
Knights as a university student in Wisconsin 
in 1983 and later served as State Deputy in the 
District of Columbia from 2012-2013. He was 
named the Knights’ Vice President for Public 
Policy in 2006 and was elected Deputy Supreme 
Knight in January 2017.
Statement by Archbishop William E. Lori, 
Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus:

“The Knights of Columbus board has elected a 
brilliant new Supreme Knight with whom I have 
had the pleasure of working with for more than a 
decade. Patrick Kelly is a devoted husband, father 
of three young daughters, and a man of deep faith 
with many years of experience as a public servant. 
He possesses the knowledge, experience and 
commitment necessary to carry the Order forward 
in service to our brother Knights, their families, 
our parishes, and our communities.”

The newly elected Supreme Knight is a retired 
Navy Captain with 20 years of military service. 
In 2016, he retired from the U.S. Navy Judge 
Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps Reserve, where 
he specialized in international and operational 
law and served as the Commanding Officer of the 
international law unit at the United States Naval 
War College. 

Previously, Mr. Kelly had a long career of public 
service that included advisory roles to Congress 
and the Department of Justice. Mr. Kelly also 
served as Senior Advisor to the Ambassador-at-
Large for International Religious Freedom at the 
State Department. His responsibilities included 
serving as the Department’s principal interlocutor 
with the Holy See and other nations on religious 
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freedom issues.
Mr. Kelly holds a law degree from Marquette 

University Law School and a master’s in theology 
from the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for 
Studies on Marriage and Family at The Catholic 
University of America.
Acceptance Statement by Supreme Knight-
elect Patrick Kelly:

“I am honored, thankful and blessed. I am 
honored to be called to serve as Supreme Knight. 
I am thankful to my wife and family, and to my 
brother Knights for affording me this honor and 
privilege. I am blessed to have worked beside 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, who has done so 
much to strengthen the Knights of Columbus and 
fulfill our mission through acts of love, kindness, 
compassion and prayer that have helped countless 
people here at home and around the world. Carl has 
long been a friend to me, and while I count myself 
among our many colleagues who will miss his 
daily collaboration, I know that he will continue 
to contribute much to the good of the Order as 
Past Supreme Knight and a member of the board 
of directors. I wish Carl, his wife Dorian, and the 
entire Anderson family the very best and thank 
them for everything they have done in service to 
the Knights and the Church.”

“I look forward to continuing Carl’s great work 
and will strive to guide the Knights of Columbus 
by the principles of charity, unity and fraternity 
according to the vision of Blessed Michael 
McGivney. These principles are as important today 
as they were almost 140 years ago at our founding. 
They are a proven path to deepen our Catholic 
faith, and build strong families, strong parishes, 
and strong communities that work together for 
the common good and recognize the dignity and 
worth of every human being. I ask for prayers 
as I endeavor to advance the great history and 
traditions of the Knights of Columbus in service 
to the Lord, his Church, our brother Knights and 
their families, our parishes and our communities.”

To read Mr. Kelly’s full bio, click here.
The Supreme Knight Elect was the Supreme 

Representative at the FSC 2012 Convention. To 
see some of the pictures click here

https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-supreme-officers/supreme-knight-elect.html
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgo1FqlsdyFD_13mQIQ?e=LJec01
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On March 1, 2021, Patrick Kelly will be 
installed as the 14th Supreme Knight 
of the Knights of Columbus, following 
the more than 20-year term of Carl A. 

Anderson.  While most of you may have heard 
about the change that was taking place, I thought I 
would share with you a little history about Supreme 
Knight Kelly,

The Supreme Knight has been serving the Order 
for more than 24-years, most recently as Deputy 
Supreme Knight since 2017.  Before he served as 
Deputy Supreme Knight, he held the position of 
Vice President for Public Policy for 11 years and he 
was Past State Deputy of the District of Columbia.  

Mr. Kelly also served as the first executive 
director of the Saint John Paul II National Shrine 
in Washington, D.C., Prior to his leadership roles 
with Knights of Columbus, Mr. Kelly pursued a 
lengthy and prosperous career in public service 
including stints at the State Department from 2005-
2006, advisory roles on the House Intelligence 
Committee and the Department of Justice, where 
he specialized in counterterrorism and national 
security.  

Mr. Kelly served in the United States Navy for 
24 years, worked as a Judge Advocate General, 
specializing in international and operational 
law and served as Commanding Officer of the 
international law unit at the U.S. Naval War 
College.  His personal awards include three Navy 
Achievement Medals, five Navy Commendations 
Medals and the Meritorious Service Medal.  

He retired from the JAG Corp Reserve in 2016.  
Mr. Kelly holds a master’s degree in theology from 
the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and Family at The Catholic University of 
America, a law degree from Marquette University 
Law School and a bachelor’s degree in economics 
from Marquette University, where he joined the 
Knights of Columbus in 1983. 

We welcome Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly and 
pray that under his leadership we will continue to 

grow our ranks, strengthen 
our families, reach even 
greater heights in our 
charitable giving, and 
support our Church as we 
enter this new chapter in 
our Order’s history.

Lent is a time when 
we are asked to make 
sacrifice in our daily lives 
to demonstrate to God our 
obedience to Him and to 
proclaim our unconditional 
love.  

One of the events that occurs during each Lent, 
is Saint Patrick’s Day on March 17th.  Many people 
believe that Saint Patrick was an Irish priest who 
introduced Christianity to Ireland; others believe 
he was a magician who somehow got all the snakes 
in the country to follow him out of the country.  

The truth be told, Saint Patrick was born in 
Britain of a Romanized family.  His family had 
been well-to-do. At the age of 16, St. Patrick was 
torn away from his family by Irish raiders and 
carried into slavery in Ireland.  During his captivity 
he was tasked with being a herdsman. 

While tending his flock he began to deepen his 
faith.  He escaped his captives and spent a brief 
period back in Britain, followed by another period 
of captivity before he was finally reunited with his 
family.  

But Saint Patrick would return to Ireland in 
time, confident that the Lord was guiding him. He 
journeyed far and wide, baptizing and confirming 
with untiring zeal.  He was truly a champion for the 
Lord, bringing the “Good News” to all that would 
hear.  So, let us take a lesson from St. Patrick: no 
matter how many obstacles are put in our path, if 
our faith in the Lord is strong, we can overcome 
any obstacle; if our faith is true, no enemy can 
harm us and if our love of our brother, is real then, 
together, we can accomplish anything.

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor

The 14th Supreme Knight
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During the penitential season of Lent, the 
Church pauses to celebrate on March 
19th the Solemnity of St. Joseph, 
spouse of Our Lady and Patron of the 

Universal Church.  
Joseph is a man about whom we know very 

little. But think, just for a few moments, about 
the importance of his role in salvation history. His 
whole life revolved around the Word, from his 
being obedient to God’s Word through the message 
of the Archangel Gabriel, to his fatherly care and 
protection of Jesus in their home in Nazareth. He 
was entrusted with the Son of God as his little 
child. At first, he was confused and couldn’t figure 
out how Mary could have gotten pregnant; but 
upon receiving the words of the angel in a dream, 
he accepted this Child as his own and cared for 
Him with a father’s love, even though he was the 
foster-father of Jesus.. 

I believe it’s sufficiently significant to note that 
Saint Joseph embraced the Christ Child because of 
a dream. But was it only a dream? Though we all 
have many dreams and some of them are strange 
and even nonsensical, why did Saint Joseph rely 
upon the authenticity of his dream? 

The answer to this question is quite simple. 
Even though the dream he had was just that – a 
dream, it was also accompanied by the gift of 
faith. Joseph knew, with a certainty beyond human 
reason, that the voice of God had spoken to him, 
and he responded with generous faith. He would 
have made an ideal Knight of Columbus in these 
times!

We may not have dreams through which God 
speaks to us in the form of an angel, but God does 
speak to us all day long. He speaks directly to our 
minds and hearts, and also through the care and 
mediation of countless hosts of angels in various 
ways. The angels of God are constantly bringing us 
divine messages and inspirations. The question is 
whether or not we are listening, because listening 
to the voice of God, through the mediation of 
angels, is not about us seeing or hearing the angels 

speak, literally. Rather, it’s 
a matter of discerning this 
language of love spoken to 
us and calling us to faith. 

In the Mass marking 
the beginning of his 
ministry as Bishop of 
Rome, Pope Francis 
reflected on the example 
of St. Joseph and the role 
that had been entrusted 
to him as the protector 
of Jesus, Mary, and the 
Church. In considering 
how Joseph responded to 
this call, the Holy Father offered an explanation. 
He explained that Joseph responded “by being 
constantly attentive to God, open to the signs of 
God’s presence and receptive to God’s plans, and 
not simply to his own. This is what God asks: 
faithfulness to his word, to his plan.”  

In the Gospel appointed for St. Joseph Day, St. 
Matthew recounts the circumstances of the birth of 
Jesus. It was prophesied that the Messiah will come 
from the royal lineage of David. Preceding this 
Gospel was the genealogy of Jesus. It is interesting 
to note that the prophesy was fulfilled in Jesus who 
had Joseph standing as His father. Joseph, whose 
father’s name was Jacob, came from the royal 
lineage of King David. 

But Joseph’s role was not only limited to being 
the link to David. While he had doubts about Mary, 
who conceived of the Holy Spirit, the visit from the 
angel was enough to convince him that it was the 
will of God to marry Mary. Joseph obeyed in and 
with faith. In the process, Jesus was born. Joseph 
and Mary fulfilled their parental duties to Jesus. 
Jesus grew up in wisdom and strength. Jesus grew 
to be a good Jew. Joseph was a good father and 
provider. Matthew assessed him as a just man.

The images of St. Joseph with the child Jesus 
depicts the loving relationship of a real father and 
Son. In those images, St. Joseph looks at Jesus 

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

The Solemnity of St. Joseph
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always. It gives the message that Joseph took 
responsibility of the rearing of the child Jesus. God 
entrusted Jesus to Joseph, and Joseph treasured that 
trust. That’s why our Holy Father has dedicated 
this year to the honor of St. Joseph! 

Among his many titles and patronage, St. Joseph 
is the Patron of the Universal Church. Here is a 
prayer with that intention. 

“O most powerful patriarch, Saint Joseph, 
patron of that universal Church which has always 
invoked you in times of anxiety and tribulation, 
from the lofty seat of your glory, look lovingly 
upon the Catholic world. May it move your 
paternal heart to see the mystical spouse of Christ 
and His vicar weakened by sorrow and persecuted 
by very powerful enemies. We beseech you, by the 
most bitter suffering you experienced on earth, to 
wipe away in mercy the tears of our Holy Father, to 

defend and liberate him, and to intercede with the 
Giver of peace and charity, that with every hostile 
power being overcome and every error being 
destroyed, the whole Church may serve the God of 
all blessings in perfect liberty. Amen.” 

May we seek to imitate Joseph in our faithfulness 
to God’s Word as He communicates Himself in our 
lives. Let us be ever attentive and obedient to that 
Word, trusting that He will guide us in our lives 
and our ministry of sharing Him with the world 
around us, bringing light and hope to His people 
as we all journey along the way of the Cross to the 
glory of the Resurrection. There we will be united 
with the Word for all eternity. Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

While they were eating, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, 
“Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all 
drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood 
of the covenant, which will be shed for many.” 
(Gospel for March 28, Mk 14:22-24)

At the Last Supper, Jesus gave us the 
gift of himself in the Eucharist, our 
essential spiritual food and drink, 
which gives us the life of Christ. We 

live at a time when many Catholics do not believe 
in the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist — 
the body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ under 
the appearances of bread and wine. May we, 
brother Knights, never forget the true nature of the 
Eucharist nor lose our desire to receive Christ in 
the sacrament of the altar.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to spend 10 
additional minutes each Sunday before Mass 
preparing to receive the Eucharist and 10 minutes 
after Mass in thanksgiving for this gift. Second, I 
challenge you to assist your brother Knights in the 
Faith in Action Sacramental Gifts program to help 
your fellow parishioners understand the great gifts 
of the sacraments.
Questions for Reflection:

Do you examine your conscience before 
receiving holy Communion and go to confession 
first, if necessary? Do you show reverence for 
Christ in the Eucharist in such a way that you 
witness to the Real Presence to your family and 
fellow parishioners? During the consecration, are 
you attentive to the mystery taking place at the 
altar?
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Eucharist: The Change Agent

We are in March and we are in 
the midst of the Great Fast in 
preparation for Easter and the 
Resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ. What a better time than now to talk about 
the Eucharist.

We have talked about baptism and that through 
water and the Holy Spirit we are cleansed from 
our sins. Chrismation completes baptism by 
"sealing" us in this new life through the bestowal 
of the Holy Spirit and His Gifts. I use the word 
"sealing" because when we chrismate a person 
in the Eastern Church, the priest anoints the five 
senses of the person with the words "the seal of 
the Holy Spirit".

The prominence given the Eucharist celebration 
in the ancient Church leaves no doubt that at that 
time, it was the most important part of Christian 
liturgical life.

St. Paul, at Corinth refers to the Eucharist 
simply as "the Lord's Supper". The Eucharist is 
the tool and change agent of our spiritual life. 
Eucharist transforms us into Christ by simply 
saying, I believe, and eating the food of life which 
is the Eucharist. Eating of the Bread of Life makes 
us a better person and Christian every day. 

The Eucharist enriches our spirituality in order 
to work in the vineyard of the Lord. In the Church 
today, The Eucharist is the pearl of the Church. It 
is the ultimate sign of unity because it is the True 
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ. 
It is a Gift from Jesus to those who believe in the 
Real Presence and to be shared only with those 
who are baptized and are members of the body of 
Christ, His Church, by that baptism.

Because of the Sacredness of the Eucharist, our 
worthiness must be present in order to receive the 
Eucharist.  What does this mean? It means that we 
must be in a state of grace as much as possible 
when we receive the Eucharist. St. Paul makes this 
very clear when he says, "do not eat to your own 
condemnation". The word "eat" is very important 

because in the Eastern 
Church the Eucharist 
is food. The Apostles 
called the Eucharist, and 
especially St. John, the 
"Bread of Life". It is food 
for our soul, salvation and 
ministry.

As we prepare 
ourselves for the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus, let us understand 
that Jesus left us a vehicle 
to be in a state of grace 
in order to receive Him. He left us Himself in 
the Mystery of confession. Let us prepare, then, 
to receive that Eucharist at His Resurrection by 
using the Mystery of confession liberally during 
this Great Fast.  After all, in confession, it is a 
Jesus experience. It is a conversation with Jesus 
Himself. 

It is when we humble ourselves and say like 
the prodigal son who said, "I have sinned against 
God", we say, "I have sinned against you, Jesus". 
I wish all of you a very spiritual and fruitful Great 
Fast.

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

Former State Chaplain  
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
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For at least 25 years, 
Knights of Columbus 
St. Cloud/Kissimmee 
Council 6624 has 

hosted the Florida State 
Council State Spelling Bee at 
their hall at 2000 Neptune Rd, 
Kissimmee FL 34744. 

This year it almost didn't 
happen! The COVID-19 
pandemic, other illnesses, 
and conflicting schedules, 
many of the key players, 
including State Officers, the 
State Youth Director, the State 
Family Director, Regional 
Administrators and District 
Deputies were unable to attend this year's Spelling 
Bees.  In addition, many of the Councils and their 
respective schools chose not to participate due to 
safety concerns.

However, Council 6624 and District Deputy 28 
Dave Lestage, in consultation with the State Youth 
Director and State Family Director, decided to go 
ahead with this popular annual event in order not 
to disappoint the children.  

Council members quickly stepped up , and the 

Florida State Spelling Bee on February 6, 2021 at 
their hall.

A special thanks goes out to Shannon Lestage, 
wife of DD28 Dave Lestage, Regional 2 Danny 
McIntyre, and IPSD Donald Kahrer, who 
volunteered to serve as Spelling Bee Moderators 
at the state level.  

Although the number of participating students 
this year was down compared to previous years, 
the competition at all levels was spirited with the 
students out spelling many of the adults in the 

room.  Congratulations to 
the students, their parents, 
schools, and Brother 
Knights who made the 2021 
State Spelling Bee a success 
again this year.  See you all 
next year; Y-E-A-R.

The Florida State Council Spelling Bee
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With the start of the New Year, 
Council 4934 is taking lessons 
learned from the onset of the 
pandemic in 2020 to develop 

strategies to help achieve its goals in 2021.
Hitting the ground running, the Council has been 

active selling State Raffle Tickets and Council 600 
Club tickets each weekend at the Masses since the 
beginning of the year.  

On February 15, the Council prepared and served 
lunch for the Community Hot Meals Program in 
New Smyrna Beach.  We had 11 volunteers turn 
out to cook, box and serve over 160 meals to the 
needy.  The Entrée was a delicious Shepherd’s Pie.

On February 19, the Council launched its first 
Friday Fish Fry for Lent.  The carry-out dinners 
consisted of Fried or Baked Fish, Fries, Hush 
Puppies, and Cole Slaw.  The price for dinners is 
$10 and they are cooked fresh to order for carry-
out only.  

We had 15 volunteers turn out to help with the 
event.  Since it could not be a sit-down dinner 
like past years, more volunteers were needed to 
help packing and running meals to the patrons.  
Overall, for the first event, it was a great success.   
Over 65 meals were served.

The Council will continue having Fish Fry 
Fridays through March 26.  Stop over and try 
some!

Council 4934 Lenten Fish Fry
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Council 7408 Christmas Poster Contest

Council 7408, St. Joseph in Malabar, 
recently conducted the Keep Christ in 
Christmas Poster and Catholic Citizen 
Essay Contests with the students of St. 

Joseph's Catholic School.  
These contests are sponsored annually, with 

winners progressing through local, district, and 
state competitions.   

The events were delayed due to COVID 
concerns.  The school conducted and collected 
the students' work, which was then reviewed by a 
panel of judges from the council based on contest 
criteria.  

Awards were presented after both the February 
12 and 19 Friday Mass for students in all age 
groups. Certificates and prizes were presented to 
the winning students. 

Council 7408 also awarded two scholarship 
checks to St. Joseph School to benefit one boy and 
one girl in their educational pursuit.
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Council 8086 Resources for Women

Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 
recently presented a check for $2,000 
to Resources for Women in Daytona 
Beach. The Council has donated two 

ultrasound machines to Resources for Women 
as Core Council for the annual Coastal Laps for 
Life initiative. The annual donation is for training, 
maintenance and supplies for the machines.

“Our Council has about 30 different initiatives, 
and this is the most important of all of them,” said 
Past Grand Knight Jim Waggoner.

“That’s because this actually saves lives,” added 
PGK and Service Program Director Tim Mell.

Paola Sanchez, Executive Director of Resources 
for Women, explained that three abortion-minded 
women had already changed their minds and 
decided to bring their babies to term once they saw 
the ultrasound image.

“Last year, 79 percent of the women who had 
ultrasounds decided against having an abortion 

and carried their child to term after receiving 
services at Resources for Women,” Sanchez said. 

The sixth annual Coastal Laps for Life will be 
held April 10th, 2021 at 8 a.m. at the Father Lopez 
Catholic High School track in Daytona Beach. 
Please visit Costallaps4life.org for additional 
information.
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Council 8791 Prince of Peace Shop

The Knights of Council 8791 have begun 
the second phase of the annual Citizens 
with Disabilities Campaign, collecting 
at the Prince of Peace Catholic Church 

Like New Shop.
After collecting from that location for four 

days in February, the Knights 
will also be collecting at the Like 
New Shop from Tuesday, March 9 
through Saturday, March 13.

Past Grand Knight Carl Del 
Negro reported that a neighbor, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, 
has offered to match any donation 
of a Knight of Columbus during the 
collection at the Like New Shop 
up to a total Knights' donation 
of $500.  Knights are asked that 
when making their donations to 
let the Knight collecting know 

that they are Knights, so that each donation of $1 
will count as $2.

Knights wishing to volunteer or contribute are 
asked to contact drive chairman SK Mark Leary at 
learymm4@gmail.com
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Although the pandemic has limited 
activities for many church groups 
with community outreach focuses, the 
Knights of Columbus Council 11241 

of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Boca Raton has 
taken this challenging time as an opportunity to 
adapted to their community’s needs. 

“We are a real working council,” said Joseph 
Garofalow, a council member present at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church with fellow Knights Jan. 30 
and 31, 2021, distributing thousands of eight-
ounce bottles of hand sanitizer to those attending 
weekend Masses.

The January service project was one of several 
new initiatives the council has carried out over 
the past year to keep its members connected 
and steadfast in mission during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Garofalow and his fellow Knights 
donned gloves and facial coverings to distribute 
7,000 bottles of hand sanitizer, a commodity 
that has become a critical staple. At times, it is 
impossible to find on store shelves and can be 

overpriced, making it an expense for those who 
have lost work due to business closures. 

Marie George, a parishioner, expressed her 
surprise and thanks when she was given a bottle 
of the sanitizer as she walked up to the church. “Is 
it free?” she asked. “Thank you. God bless you.” 

Product Management Group, a Boca Raton 
company, donated seven pallets of the sanitizer 
to Scott Decubellis, Grand Knight of the parish 
council. Decubellis explained that the sanitizer 
was part of a surplus, and the company wanted to 
give it to someone who could put it to good use. 

“I thought about my brother Knights and how it 
could be used to serve the community,” Decubellis 
said. 

Council 11241 has more than 220 members 
ready to serve but, some of the organization’s 
traditional works of service have been put on hold 
or planned with new safety protocols in mind. With 
the onset of the pandemic, the council increased 
their commitment to keeping parishioners safe by 
adding new activities to their agenda. When local 

Council 11241 Service Project
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churches reopened to the public in May 2020, 
the men stepped up to help their pastor, Father 
Eduardo Medina, with reopening measures and 
with a mind for moving forward.

The Knights have kept a watchful eye out 
during Masses making sure everyone is wearing a 
mask and social distancing. Council members also 
took charge of sanitizing the church after Masses 
cleaning the pews, rails and doorknobs to make 
the environment clean and virus free. 

“As Knights of Columbus, our commitment 
is to the protection of our parish community,” 
Decubellis said. “We will continue to do so 
for as long as we are needed. We thank Father 
Medina for allowing us to assist in this important 
responsibility.” 

The Knights have focused many of their efforts 
into parishioner engagement over the pandemic 
months through increased spiritual works and 
faith-based activities. Bible studies, a men’s retreat 
and several faith enrichment programs are planned 

for the Lenten season to help men better prepare 
for faith journeys leading up to Easter. 

“We have had an amazing year,” Decubellis said. 
“I am so proud of individuals who have stepped up 
to the plate. Father Medina is extremely supportive. 
He makes sure we have all the resources we need 
and is so good about helping us out.”

In December 2020, the council was ranked 
number two out of 400 local councils for their 
membership drive and recruitment efforts. 
Membership is once again on the rise with 26 new 
members this year. Honors of distinction include 
the “Star Award,” a prestigious recognition by 
the Florida State council for high performance in 
overall operations. 

“The Knights of Columbus have been the front-
runners in providing a safe environment in our 
church, in addition to strengthening parishioners’ 
faith and calling them to return to Sunday Mass,” 
said Father Medina in recognition of the Knights’ 
service and dedication.

Representing Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel, Council 13300, the 
GK Gary Quinn and DGK 
Bill Wirtz met with members 

of the St Vincent de Paul (Wildwood, 
FL) parish staff to commend them on 
all their support, present a Certificate 
of Appreciation, and deliver a few 
sweet treats to share.  GK Gary Quinn 
expressed his thanks to Cynthia Van 
Nostrand, Director of Operations, as 
well as Star Ciccio, Office Manager; 
Denise Lund, Ministry Assistant; and 
Krysten Bracaglia, Communications 
Coordinator.  They also discussed the 
many creative and successful events and 
fundraisers, involving the Knights and the parish 
during the past year, despite the recent pandemic 
restrictions.  The council had to abandon some of 
their traditional events for ones with less personal 
interface while still providing things like food, 
funding, and gifts for those less fortunate within 
our community.  All those volunteer hours were 
easier to achieve with the professional and 

personal guidance and communication of the 
parish staff.  GK Gary Quinn also presented 
the way forward for the council with upcoming 
elections and the expected change of some 
personnel.  Everyone was in concert with the 
continued cooperation in the upcoming year and 
is looking forward to sharing more open events 
in a healthier environment, God willing.
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Council 14573 Donation to Veterans

The Knights from Council 14573 and 
Assembly 3482 of Ascension Catholic 
Church in Melbourne joined forces 
with the Ladies Auxiliary and Military 

Ministry to collect clothing, paper products, food 
products, etc., to be donated to The Veterans 
Transitional Housing Facility. 

The church’s annual project began with the 
collection of donations from Parishioners in 
November and December 2020. The result was 
more than 700 pounds of donated items. 

On Christmas morning, six Knights brought 
all donated items to the facility and with the 
assistance of several of the house veterans, 
unloaded the donations. 

The church received a note of Thanks to the 
Parishioners and the Ministry for their generosity 
during the Christmas Season.

The transitional facility is a temporary home 
for the veterans with the ultimate goal of helping 
them to regain the ability to manage their life 
successfully. The donated items will help the 
veterans get through the tough period of transition. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  YouTube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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The Divine Mercy of Jesus Knights 
of Columbus Council 17942 of St. 
Jerome’s Parish in Largo, Florida, has 
recently completed a grotto dedicated to 

Our Lady of Lourdes. 
It took a few months to complete the project 

which used only Knights as laborers of love. We 
were fortunate to have a beautiful lot full of oak 
trees for the background, and we decided to create 
a Rosary which surrounds the grotto with stones in 
the ground appropriately placed for a walk-around 
experience. There are also a few benches for 
anyone who would simply like to sit and enjoy the 
atmosphere of relaxation and spiritual uplifting. A 
cement walk from the street also provides access 
for the handicapped.

Luckily, one of our Knights is a retired 
construction engineer, so he spearheaded the 
effort by pointing to what needed to be done next, 
telling us how to put the stones on the stucco of 
the grotto, and smiling as we said what a pleasure 
it was to work for the Blessed Mother. 

We are hoping to add electricity for after-hour 
visits and also offer bricks that can be inscribed 
to be inserted into the ground for a family to be 
remembered. We hope that by donations for the 
bricks we will help offset the cost of the grotto, 
since we are totally self-funded.

Fortunately, we have a pond nearby since water 

was originally a part of grottos.
The grotto was dedicated Sunday, February 7, 

2021, after the 11 a.m. Mass.
Viva God, the Holy Spirit, Jesus, and the 

Blessed Mother!

Council 17942 Completes Grotto
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This month marks one year under 
COVID-19 restrictions.  I remember 
when the news of shutting the Supreme 
Office was announced.  I, like many I 

think, thought this would last a couple of months 
and all of us would get back to normal.  The reality 
is much different.  

Maybe some of you are working from home…
maybe some will be working from home for the 
foreseeable future.  I realize this has not been easy 
for many of you.  When it began, we wondered 
how we would be able to help our brother Knights.  
But as restrictions were put in place, we were 
provided with a new way to meet with members 
virtually on our computers and we were given a 
number of tools to ensure that you, our members 
and your families, were served. 

Using these new tools, we have found that we 
are more efficient.  We save travel time and can 
have more meetings in a day.  We’ve found that 
many of you like the idea of meeting virtually.  It’s 
less stress for you to simply sit down in front of 
your computer, click on a few buttons and we can 
have a confidential conversation about your needs, 
wants and desires.  For service issues we can meet 
much more quickly and have all the forms we 
might need to help you right at our fingertips…No 
more running out to the car to get a form only to 
find out we left it at the office. 

We’ve had our eApplication process for a 
while, and with pandemic restrictions members 
have found it very valuable to be able to sign 
electronically when we meet virtually.

It’s been a very different year:  We missed 
much of the solemnity of Holy Week and Easter 
with many of us either social distancing at church 
or live-streaming Mass; by summer we were able 
to get outside as long as we didn’t get too close 
to others who were out.  Vacations were pretty 
much out of the question—I know I had a “stay-
cation” with my family.  By fall we had figured out 
how to deliver candy from a socially acceptable 
distance to those few trick or treaters who braved 

the night.  Thanksgiving 
traditions of large family 
gatherings were taboo and 
Christmas was so much 
smaller in 2020.  Joyously 
we experienced the 
beatification of Blessed 
Michael McGivney. 

Now we’ve come full 
circle into 2021.  The 
vaccine is on the way.  
Some of you have already 
received it.  Looks like 
light at the end of the 
tunnel; but we still have 
to be vigilant, still have to protect each other.

I am most thankful to all of you.  Many of you 
met with your field agent this year and wanted to 
make sure your desire for financial security was 
up to date.  It was our pleasure to take the time 
to analyze your situation and give you industry 
leading recommendations.  We look forward to 
meeting with many more of you in the months 
ahead whether virtually or face to face. Please 
contact your local field agent if you have any 
questions; We are here to serve you, our members, 
and your families. 

I pray you will be safe and healthy.

Brian Lawandus
Genral Agent

Is Your Financial Security Up to Date?
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Update State Member Management
Upload Supremes’ Roster to the State Website: 

Sign on to the Supreme website. The first page 
you encounter is “Officers Online”. Scroll down 
to the six tabs located below the “Supporting 
Applications” section and click on “Reports” (Blue 
Arrow). Now find and click on the latest roster 

which you will download as an Excel spreadsheet 
(Red Arrow). Make sure you save it as “report” in 
XLS format and save it to a location you can easily 
access. Please note this roster is not available from 
the “Member Management” application. 

Method to access the GK and FS council 
dashboard 

• GK/FS Logon to website 
• Scroll down to the Account Dashboard 

Options blue buttons 
• Click on Division Management from the 

dashboard 

• The council will appear under the “Your 
Assigned Divisions” section. 

• Click on the blue “Manage” button to the 
right of your council number and see the next 
menu board. 



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 19

INVOCATION

• The figure below is known as the Menu 
Menu. Click on the green “Membership” button 
which opens the “Member Management” screen.
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• Directly under the “Manage this division's 
membership data by using the tool below” line 
you will see a box outlined by a dotted line (Red 
Arrow). Inside the box are the directions needed 
to upload the file you just copied from Supreme. 
They are “Drag and drop your member upload file 
here or click to upload it. The file size limit is 10 
MB”. 

• Once you choose the method, your file will 
be uploaded and compared against the previous 
file your council uploaded to the State website. 

• If there are changes detected, you will have 
a choice of deciding the type of status change. 
This will be your only chance to mark a member 
“Deceased”. If there are no changes detected the 
website will tell you so.

• Click the button “Finalize report” button.

If you close the screen without making the 
choices presented the only consequence will be 
the missed deceased members will not be included 
in the State necrology report which is read at the 
State convention to acknowledge them. They 
will still be removed from the roster and the new 
members will still be added.
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E-membership is the easiest way to enroll 
someone into the Knights. IF they sign 
up via the e-membership then they have 
their dues paid for 1 year from the time 

they join. This promotion is good till the end of the 
Fraternal Year of 2020-2021. All you have 
to do is ask! 

Be ready to tell them why they should 
join. Let them know why you joined and all 
the good works that the order does, not only 
in your Parish but Worldwide!

All you have to do is go to www.kofc.org/
join. It takes less than 5 minutes for them to 
sign up. The Grand Knight and Financial 
Secretary then receives an email letting 
them know that they have a new member. 

Promote the Knights in your Parish. 
You can use the ads that the Florida State 
Council created to put in Social Media, 
Church Bulletin and flyers. Ask your Pastor 
to mention the Knights from the Pulpit. IF 
you don’t ask him, you will never know if 
he is willing to do it!

The main reason given when they agreed 

why a Catholic Man has not joined the Knights is 
“ I have never been asked.”

So why don’t you ask someone to join today!
Membership Ads    E-membership

Enrolling With E-Membership

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgf5w_RWHZQewzFv0Tg?e=f5djtP
http://www.kofc.org/join
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Ride with Archbishop Wenski in the 
1st Annual Charity Ride for Vocations 

May 27, 2021 
10:30 AM Mass at St. Katharine Drexel Catholic 

Church, Weston , FL 
11:30 AM Kickstands Up 

Route US 27 with Stops at: 
‘Harley Davidson’ in Davie 

‘Loves’ in Moore Haven 
‘Citgo’ in Lake Wales 

Arrive at Kissimmee Council 6624 
BBQ Dinner / Scotch and Cigars 

$40 per rider (includes donation) + a 50/50 
$10 entry donation for non riders at Council 6624 

 
Contact: Stephen Bell, KOB President 

Knightrider1997@comcast.net 904-860-2284 
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THE FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL 
PRESENTS THE 2021 SILVER ROSE PROGRAM 

The Silver Rose is coming back to the State of Florida compliments of your Florida State Council.  Act 
now to secure your spot on our upcoming schedule.  Thoroughly review the Silver Rose Guide sheet 
(#10625) available at www.kofc.org/rose.  Then meet with your pastor in advance to receive his approval 
BEFORE registering to receive the Silver Rose.  Reservations will be taken on a first come first served 
basis but the final schedule will be determined by location and logistics.  The tentative schedule is as fol-
lows:  

July 12, 2021 through July 18, 2021  Diocese of St. Augustine 

July 19, 2021 through July 25, 2021  Diocese of Orlando 

July 26, 2021 through August 1, 2021 Diocese of Palm Beach 

August 2, 2021 through August 8, 2021 Archdiocese of Miami 

August 9, 2021 through August 15, 2021 Diocese of Venice 

August 16, 2021 through August 22, 2021 Diocese of St. Petersburg 

August 23, 2021 through August 29, 2021 Diocese of Pensacola / Tallahassee 

No reservations will be taken after June 12, 2021 and the final schedule will be announced on June 27, 
2021.  The Silver Rose will be delivered to the address shown on your reservation form no less than one 
hour prior to the start of your prayer service.  Transportation and logistics to all churches is being provided 
by the Florida Knights on Bikes. 

Reservations will ONLY be accepted by online reservation. No other method of reservation will be accept-
ed.  ONLY AFTER your council receives approval from your Pastor should you visit www.konbfla.com 
and click on the “UPCOMING EVENTS BLAST” tab.  Fill in all of the data fields and hit submit.  You 
will receive an email confirmation that your reservation has been received within one week of submission, 
but final acceptance will not be made until the schedule is final on June 27, 2021. 

For more information contact: 
Stephen R. Bell, PGK, PFN 

Silver Rose Director and President of the Florida Knights on Bikes 
knightrider1997@comcast.net 
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With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual 
meetings we are supplying you with fillable 
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English 
and Spanish. You will need to Download the 
forms and save them on your computer prior 
to filling them out. 

Form 100 English                            

Form 100 Spanish

Form 4 English                                

Form 4 Spanish

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgoxqCoIJ3eJ45Tq4Jw?e=TsjQBp
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgow8lftC5mKTRR-irA?e=2bIAJg
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgow72LoxdIugiuLg-w?e=l7o6fp
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgoxrP_erBcc1vBW3VA?e=7wp2Ye
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The Feast of St. Joseph
By Council 14084 Worthy lecturer Roland Tiso, Jr.

We celebrated the feast of St Joseph 
on 19 March, and this evening I 
thought I would talk about this 
extraordinary man.  We do not 

know much about the husband of Mary and the 
foster father of Jesus, but what we do know comes 
from Scripture. 

We know he was a carpenter, a working man.  
Joseph was not rich, and when he took Jesus to the 
Temple to be circumcised and Mary to be purified, 
he offered the sacrifice of two turtledoves or a pair 
of pigeons, allowed only for those who could not 
afford a lamb.

Despite his humble work and means, Joseph 
came from a royal lineage. Luke and Matthew 
disagree about the details of Joseph's genealogy, 
but they both mark his descent from David, the 
greatest king of Israel.  Indeed, the angel who 
first tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of 
David," a royal title used also for Jesus.

We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring 
man.  When he discovered Mary was pregnant 
after they had been betrothed, he knew the 
child was not his, but was yet unaware that she 
was carrying the Son of God.  He knew women 
accused of adultery could be stoned to death, so 
he resolved to send her away quietly to not expose 
her to shame or cruelty.  However, when an angel 
came to Joseph in a dream and told him, "Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins," he did as 
the angel told him and took Mary as his wife.

When the angel came again to tell him that 
his family was in danger, he immediately left 
everything he owned, all his family and friends, 
and fled to a strange country with his young wife 
and the baby.  He waited in Egypt without question 
until the angel told him it was safe to go back. 

We know Joseph loved Jesus. His one concern 
was for the baby’s safety. Not only did he leave his 
home to protect Jesus, but upon his return settled 
in the obscure town of Nazareth out of fear for 
his life.  When Jesus stayed in the Temple, we are 
told Joseph and Mary searched with great anxiety 
for three days for him.  We also know that Joseph 
treated Jesus as his own son for over and over the 
people of Nazareth say of Jesus, "Is this not the 
son of Joseph?" 

We know Joseph respected God.  He followed 
God's commands in handling the situation with 
Mary and going to Jerusalem to have Jesus 
circumcised and Mary purified after Jesus' birth.  
We are told that he took his family to Jerusalem 
every year for Passover, something that could not 
have been easy for a working man.

Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public 
life, at his death, or resurrection, many historians 
believe Joseph probably had died before Jesus 
entered public ministry.

Joseph is the patron saint of the dying because, 
assuming he died before Jesus' public life, he died 
with Jesus and Mary close to him, the way we 
all would like to leave this earth.  Joseph is also 
patron saint of the Universal Church, families, 
fathers, expectant mothers, travelers, immigrants, 
house sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engineers, 
and working people in general.

We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 
19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary and May 1 for 
Joseph the Worker.  March 19 has been the most 
celebrated feast day for Joseph, and in 1955 Pope 
Pius XII established the Feast of "St. Joseph the 
Worker" to be celebrated on May 1.  This is also 
May Day (International Workers' Day) and reflects 
Joseph's status as the patron of workers.

Many places and churches all over the world 
are named after St. Joseph, including the Spanish 
form, San Jose, which is the most named place 
in the world.  Joseph is considered by many to 
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also be the patron saint of the New World, of 
China, Canada, Korea, Mexico, Austria, Belgium, 
Croatia, Peru, Vietnam, and several regions of 
Sicily.

There is much the church wishes it knew about 
Joseph; exactly where and when he was born, how 
he spent his days, exactly when and how he died.  
But Scripture has left us with the most important 
knowledge.  Mathew simply states that he was "a 
righteous man;" and we Knights can look to him 
as an example of manhood, who placed his God 
and his family before 
everything else.  If only all 
men in our flawed society 
would do the same.  

Turning to another 
subject, the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced last 
Friday that Korean War 
Medal of Honor recipient, 
Army Chaplain (Captain) 
Emil Joseph Kapaun has 
been accounted for.

Chaplain Kapaun 
served with the 
3rd Battalion, 8th 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st 
Cavalry Division.  On 
Nov. 2, 1950, the 3rd Battalion was surrounded 
and besieged by Chinese Communist Forces. The 
unit was ordered to withdraw, but many Soldiers 
became trapped.  Chaplain Kapaun stayed with 
the wounded and was captured.

While a captive, he ministered to other 
prisoners of war, although he became mortally 
ill.  He celebrated a final Easter Mass for the 
POWs in late March and shortly afterward died of 
exhaustion and possible heart failure at the age of 
35 on May 23, 1951.

Chaplain Kapaun repeatedly risked his own life 
to save the lives of hundreds of fellow Americans.  
His extraordinary courage, faith, and leadership 
inspired thousands of prisoners to survive hellish 
conditions, resist enemy indoctrination, and retain 
their faith in God and country.

In 1993, Pope John Paul II declared Chaplain 

Kapaun a servant of God, the first stage on the 
path to canonization.  Kapaun was posthumously 
awarded the Medal of Honor at a White House 
ceremony on April 11, 2013.

On November 9, 2015, the Bishop of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Wichita in Wichita, Kansas, 
presented a 1,066-page-long report on his life, 
ministry, virtues, holiness, and other aspects, that 
must be compiled, approved by the bishop, and 
sent to the Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints at the Vatican for review.  

If it is determined that he 
lived a life of virtue, he 
can be called Venerable.  
If the Pope then grants a 
declaration of martyrdom 
or approves a miracle 
posthumously attributed to 
Kapaun, he can be beatified.  
The process continues.

And finally:  I will take 
another minute to talk 
about something especially 
important to our Order.  
Given the natural affinity 
between the virtues of 
military service and the 
Knights’ principles, our 
Order has never wavered in 

its support for the armed forces.  It is important 
therefore to acknowledge that Vietnam Veterans 
Day is observed on the 29th of this month. 

A total of over two and a half million Americans 
served in the war and over 58,000 were killed.  
After a decade of war, the last American troops 
came home on March 29, 1973.

Congress authorized and requested President 
Nixon to make a proclamation for a Vietnam 
Veterans Day and he did so designating March 
29, 1974.  He called for the flag to be displayed 
on public buildings, and for ceremonies and 
observances across the country to honor those 
who had served.

Let us as Knights, never forget the service and 
sacrifices of those who serve our nation in uniform 
and particularly honor this month those Americans 
who served in Vietnam.  May God bless them all.
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter 

How To Write An Article 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How

INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email

o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not

format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council

o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?

• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month

o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each

Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue

• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing

something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
• Open Districts 19,21-28,31-32

o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team 
How to Write for the Invocation 

Marketing Department Information

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/87730/2020_KofC_FSC_ORGMeetingMarketingPresentation.pdf
https://kofcfraternal.mymarketingbench.com/catalog/ListItems.epm?cid=-1&vm=carousel&searchMode=true&skw=public%20relations
https://1drv.ms/w/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgdJKn2rjvRlHjBewVQ?e=xW0n0Q
https://www.floridakofc.org/Marketing
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgbQarWnyuHQ6tbYuSg?e=bCm4aq


INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 28

INVOCATION

Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffle changes for 2019-20

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21OfficialRulesforRaffleProgram.pdf
https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21RaffleChanges.pdf
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Do you shop on 

Amazon? If so, you 
can now have .05% 
of your purchases 
donated to Florida  
K of C Charities! All 
you need to so is use the 
link for Amazon Smiles. 
To activate this on 
your Amazon account 
just click on this link  
Amazonsmile  that’s all 
you have to do!

The Knights of Columbus VAVA Volunteers 
of the year have been announced. Please 
congratulate SK Michael R. Sedor, Council 
12322 and Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty from 
the WPB VAVS for the honor in their selections 

for the 2020 KofC VAVS Volunteers of the year. 
To read the announcements click in their names 
below. 

SK Michael R. Sedor Council 12322
Mrs. Norma G. (Tracy) Doherty

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgf1mtjoDD8bwRBA_aA?e=uf6NVU
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgf1b8b8NoHLHMJ3ZuA
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INVOCATION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, 
and perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue = 
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice

Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show 
allegiance to our country.

The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD 

pmkoppie@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache

ibacache@bellsouth.net
STATE VICE MEMBERSHIPDIRECTOR

Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com 
STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lorenzo Rodriguez
lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com
STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR

George Hayek
gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATIONINVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak   esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor  Scott@engage360.us 
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com  Districts 49-61 
John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins  tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com  Districts 33-48

Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87
Harry Rother    Photographer  Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

