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Yesterday, on Sunday, Nov. 1, 2020, to honor Blessed Michael J. McGivney, the Knights of Columbus Museum transformed its name 
and mission. Learn more on kofc.org/news.

Knights of Columbus founder beatified this weekend

Did you miss the live broadcast of Blessed Michael McGivney’s 
beatification this past weekend? Find in-depth features about all the 
events, watch videos and more at kofc.org/beatification. 

New documentary showcases the global impact of  
Blessed Michael McGivney

A new documentary aired following Blessed Michael’s beatification — 

and it’s now available to watch on major Catholic networks. 

As a Connecticut priest, Blessed Michael McGivney is often viewed as 
an American phenomenon. In reality, his vision has spread across the 
world and touched millions of lives. A new documentary, A Witness For 

the World: The Global Impact of Blessed Michael McGivney, explores 
his all-encompassing vision for an empowered laity, spiritual 
brotherhood, the rejuvenation of parish life and the transformation of 
communities through mutual love and charity. WATCH TRAILER

Each election provides an opportunity for American citizens to make their 

voices heard.  

Election laws differ in each state, and additional changes have recently been 
made to adjust to the challenges presented by the pandemic. As you get 
ready for Election Day tomorrow on Nov. 3, we offer tools to help you stay 
safe. LEARN MORE 

 

Members are not permitted to engage in partisan political activity in the name of the Knights of Columbus. Partisan 

political activity is defined as action directed toward success or failure of a political party, candidate for political 

office, or political group. 

Every vote counts! 
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Was this newsletter forwarded to you?

If you’re not yet a member, join here to get Knightline in  
your inbox every week — join for FREE using promo code 
MCGIVNEY2020. You can also share your questions, 
feedback and story by emailing knightline@kofc.org. 

With Advent and the Christmas season approaching, now is 
the time to work with your pastor and plan for success. Tune 
in for a webinar on Tuesday, Nov. 24, to learn best practices 
for effectively assisting your pastor. We’ll also discuss ways 
to run Faith in Action programs remotely and explain how you 
can continue to celebrate Father McGivney’s beatification 
throughout the year.

Over the last few weeks, we’ve been inviting Knightline 
readers and our brother Knights to take a pledge to vote. This 
pledge included a commitment to encourage and assist 
brother Knights, family and their friends to register to vote. 
Today, we ask that you remind those same people to cast 
their ballots if they haven’t already through absentee, mail-
in or early voting. LEARN ABOUT THE PLEDGE HERE 

Looking to better prepare yourself to vote? Learn about 

“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” from the U.S. 

bishops here. 

Be a leader in strengthening your parish

Did you take the pledge to vote? 

Maximize your year-end  
tax planning strategy 

Start your year-end tax planning today by opening a  
donor-advised fund account through Knights of Columbus 
Charitable Fund. This account allows you to make a 
charitable contribution, receive an immediate tax benefit, 
then recommend grants from the fund over time. Plus, assets 
in the fund can grow tax-free. LEARN MORE

Last week, brother Knight and Catholic journalist Gerald Korson 

shared a few principles for maintaining civility in political 

discourse — or any other subject of controversy. This week, he 

turns to Scripture and the Catechism to look at how Catholics 

should treat public and government officials. READ MORE 

Today on the Feast of All Souls, we are remembering our 

deceased brother Knights and their families, who are prayed for 

each day at St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn. We invite you 

to discover how praying for the departed finds its origins in 

Scripture and tradition here.
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Don’t forget to complete the annual fraternal survey. Your 
answers help us to learn more about members like you — 
and better advise you of fraternal benefits that may help you 
and your family. Look for the survey in the mail and send it 
back to us in the return envelope provided.

Giving Tuesday, an annual day of giving, is less than a month 
away! Join us in raising funds to make sure no child goes 
without a warm winter coat. For more information about our 
Coats for Kids program, click here.
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We want to hear from you 
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Gary Rose was under machine gun fire while treating  
dozens of wounded soldiers 
during Operation Tailwind,  
a secret mission in Laos in 
September 1970. Rose is 
credited with saving the 
lives of 60 men during four 
days of combat, for which 
he was awarded the Medal 
of Honor. He continues this 
commitment to others as a 
member of the Knights of 
Columbus. WATCH VIDEO

As we approach Veterans Day, we’re privileged to honor and give thanks to men and women in uniform, past and present, across 
the globe.  

In this issue, learn about some of our Knights who bravely served their country, as well as the councils and assemblies who support 
our service members.

Medal of Honor recipient saved 60 lives  
in Vietnam

Why men need a band of brothers
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The founding members of the Knights of Columbus, many of 
whom were Civil War veterans, knew that men need a band 
of brothers. In this video from our Into the Breach series, 
Master Sergeant Sompaul Vorapanich, a founding member of 
St. Michael the Archangel Council 15250 at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
explains why it’s important for all Catholic men to build a band 
of brothers. WATCH VIDEO

Remembering Andrew Walther

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson remembered longtime K of C 
vice president of communications and strategic planning, 
Andrew Walther, in a eulogy at St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, 
Conn. on Friday, Nov. 6. Among the many projects Andrew 
oversaw, he played a pivotal role in our work bringing aid to 
persecuted Christians and other religious minorities in the 
Middle East. READ MORE 

This winter, Knights in Stevenville, Mont., will distribute duffel 
bags filled with warm winter clothing to homeless veterans 
throughout the state as part of an annual program that serves 
those who served. READ MORE

Knights fill duffel bags for homeless veterans
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Was this newsletter forwarded to you?

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information 
purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers. 

If you’re not yet a member, join here to get Knightline in  
your inbox every week — join for FREE using promo code 
MCGIVNEY2020. You can also share your questions, 
feedback and story by emailing knightline@kofc.org. 

This Dec. 1 is Giving Tuesday, and we’re calling on you to help 
us raise $135,000 to bring warmth to families in need. Watch 
this video to see the difference your donation can make, and 
keep an eye on Knightline this month for more info on how 
you can participate in the challenge.

Did you know that countless children go 
without a winter coat each year? 

Join the front lines of Blessed  
Michael McGivney’s canonization cause

The founder of the Knights of Columbus was declared 
“blessed” in a Mass celebrated Oct. 31. Help spread devotion 
to this priest on the path to sainthood by joining the Father 
Michael J. McGivney Guild. Membership is free and open to 
anyone who is devoted to Father McGivney and wishes  
to invoke his intercession. Members receive a quarterly 
newsletter and are remembered in a weekly Mass offered 
for their intentions. JOIN TODAY

Maximize your year-end  
tax planning strategy

Start your year-end tax planning today by opening a donor-
advised fund account through Knights of Columbus 
Charitable Fund. This account allows you to make a 
charitable contribution, receive an immediate tax benefit, 
then recommend grants from the fund over time. Plus, assets 
in the fund can grow tax-free. LEARN MORE
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With Advent and the Christmas season approaching, now is 
the time to work with your pastor and plan for success. Tune 
in for a webinar on Tuesday, Nov. 24, to learn best practices 
for effectively assisting your pastor. We’ll also discuss ways 
to run Faith in Action programs remotely and explain how you 
can continue to celebrate Father McGivney’s beatification 
throughout the year.

Be a leader in strengthening your parish

We want to hear from you
Don’t forget to complete your annual fraternal survey. If you 
haven’t filled it out yet, you can now do so online by clicking 
here. Your answers help us to learn more about our members 
and advise you of fraternal benefits that may help you and 
your family.

Congratulations to our 2019-2020  
Civic Award winners 

This award is earned by assemblies for implementing 
programming that exemplifies the spirit of patriotism and 
national pride. Click here to see the full list of award winners. 

St. Mary’s Seminary and University in Baltimore, Md., will  
be hosting a series of free online lectures about Blessed 
Michael McGivney. Click here to learn more and to register 
for the first seminar, which premieres Nov. 12.

Learn about our founder

There is more to being a Fourth Degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus than a uniform. They are the men who 
have chosen to embrace the Order’s fourth principle of 
patriotism, the men who lead the efforts to reach out to 
veterans and active military, and the men who embody the 
fact that one can be both a faithful Catholic and a faithful 
citizen. LEARN MORE

Who are the Fourth Degree Knights?
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As another surge of the coronavirus pandemic impacts Knights across the globe, we continue to face urgent needs in our parishes 
and communities.  

We are grateful to our brother Knights who have responded to these needs, especially through our Leave No Neighbor Behind 
initiative in the last eight months. Their efforts can be seen in this video playlist available on the Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Council’s YouTube channel. 

Knights fight wildfires in California  
and Oregon

VIDEO: Knights honor community member  
with disabilities

Knights in Fenton, Mich., have formed tribute caravans to 
unite and inspire their community during the hardships and 
trials of the pandemic. They recently honored Jason Pellet, 
who, after a fist fight in high school in 1991, was left with 
severe brain damage. Today, Jason says that “If you are going 
through a trial … listen to God, get to know God.” WATCH 

This year, due to COVID-19, more families are struggling to meet 
their most basic needs. To help, Knights around the country — 
including councils in Washington, D.C. — are adapting their local 
Coats for Kids events to ensure that no child goes without a coat 
this winter season. For information on how to host a safe 
distribution visit the State Council website here. 

D. C. Knights to host drive-thru Coats for Kids events
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Unable to host or volunteer at a local Coats for Kids event? This 
Giving Tuesday, you can support Coats for Kids with one click. 

On Dec. 1, the Knights of Columbus is participating in Giving 
Tuesday — an international day of giving — to support our Coats 
for Kids campaign. Your council can host its own fundraising page 
and receive program credit. LEARN MORE 

This year has not only seen a global pandemic; it’s also seen 
the worst wildfire season on record. Knights are helping 
wildfire evacuees while efforts to fight these blazes continue. 
READ MORE │WATCH 

Have you seen Father Michael McGivney, An American 
Blessed? The documentary is now available in a short,  
5-minute version, easy to share with family, friends and 
brother Knights who are interested in the story of the founder 
of the Knights of Columbus. WATCH  

New 5-minute video on Father McGivney 
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Was this newsletter forwarded to you?

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information 
purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers. 

If you’re not yet a member, join here to get Knightline in  
your inbox every week. You can also share your questions, 
feedback and story by emailing knightline@kofc.org. 

Are you missing an opportunity  
to maximize your charitable impact? 

During this pandemic, Knights have stepped up to help  
those in need. See how a donor-advised fund can potentially 
help you take full advantage of your charitable deductions. 
LEARN MORE 
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Now available on demand for free  

Our new documentary, A Witness For the World: The Global 
Impact of Blessed Michael McGivney, explores our founder’s 
vision for an empowered laity, spiritual brotherhood, the 
rejuvenation of parish life and the transformation of 
communities through mutual love and charity. Featuring 
Knights from all over the word, the documentary is now 
available to stream on YouTube. WATCH 

Cultivate success at your parish

Your council can play a key role in strengthening your  
parish community. Tune in for a webinar on Tuesday, Nov. 24, 
where we’ll discuss best practices for working with your 
pastor, running Faith in Action programs remotely, and 
celebrating Blessed Michael McGivney’s beatification 
throughout the year.

Take ownership of your giving

How can we discover the specific way God is calling us to be generous during 
this pandemic? Dennis J. Gerber, founder and president of the Knights of 
Columbus Charitable Fund (KCCF), offers four steps to taking charge of our 
philanthropy. 

Did you know that God has already imprinted your generosity on your heart? 
St. Peter said, “Each must do as already determined, without sadness or 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7). 

Start with prayer. As Catholics, this guides everything we do. Through prayerful 
consideration, your purpose and goals for charity will start to become clear.  

Next, consider your personal experiences. Was there a person or an experience that left a positive impact on your life?  
Pay attention to how God is speaking to you through these experiences, and how he is calling you to give back. READ MORE 

Share the gift of K of C membership

We’re offering FREE online membership through the end  
of the year — only $35 to renew. Share promo code 
MCGIVNEY2020 with a friend, and invite him to sign up for 
free today. 

We want to hear from you 

Don’t forget to complete your annual fraternal survey. If you 
haven’t filled it out yet, you can now find it online by clicking 
here. Your answers help us to learn more about members like 
you — and better advise you of fraternal benefits that may 
help you and your family.

VIDEO: Priest serves the sick and dying  
during pandemic

Father Matthew Mauriello, chaplain to Knights of Columbus 
Assembly 126, has served the sick and dying at St. Camillus 
Center in Stamford, Conn., throughout the pandemic. WATCH 
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This year has brought a myriad of challenges and shaken our way of life. But with the Thanksgiving holiday approaching in the 
U.S., here at the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council we’re reflecting on what has brought hope to us this year. Here are five 
reasons we’re grateful. 

We’re also revisiting this article from our archives on the efforts by Knights throughout all 50 of the United States — our thanks to 
each and every brother Knight who made this happen.  

Share your Knights in Action story

Every day, Knights all over the world are given opportunities  
to make a difference — whether through community service, 
raising money or prayer. We celebrate each and every Knight for 
his strength, his compassion and his dedication to building a 
better world.  

To be considered for inclusion in one of our Knights of Columbus 
publications, please send a brief description of your council’s 
“Knights in Action” activity, as well as the best photos taken of 
the event, to knightsinaction@kofc.org or submit them online 
here. 

Here’s how you can share the love of Christ in native communities as part 
of Native American Heritage Month. 

Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus to help Irish-
immigrant Catholics who were marginalized to the peripheries of society. 
More than 100 years later, the Knights still stand with Catholics in the 
peripheries, although it’s a different group of Catholics. Today, it’s Native 
American Catholics who are often marginalized and forgotten. 

“The mission of Father McGivney to unite all Catholics is one that is ongoing; 
it is one that is happening now in Native American communities,” said 
Patrick Mason, a member of the Osage Nation who also currently serves 
as an assistant supreme secretary for the Knights of Columbus. READ MORE

Uniting in Christ with our Native brothers

Eagle dancers of the Pueblo of Laguna, N.M., take part in a procession with 
a relic of St. Kateri during the 137th Supreme Convention of the Knights of 
Columbus. (Image by Tamino Petelinsek / Columbia magazine, October 2019)

During Native American Heritage Month, we are thankful 
that our Order’s call to “Leave No Neighbor Behind”  
has helped Native American communities particularly 
threatened by the COVID-19 pandemic. WATCH

VIDEO: COVID-19 relief  
on Native American Reservations

Help us better help you. If you haven’t filled out your annual 
fraternal survey, you can now find it online by clicking here. Your 
answers help us to learn more about members like you — and better 
advise you of fraternal benefits that may help you and your family.Spirit Juice Studios
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Do you like what you see in Knightline? 

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers. 

Forward the newsletter to a Catholic man interested in the 
Knights, and invite him to take part in our Catholic 
brotherhood by signing up at www.kofc.org/join. You can also 
share your questions, feedback and story by emailing 
knightline@kofc.org. 

Blessed Michael McGivney:  
Parish priest with global appeal

As the Knights of Columbus and its charitable work have 
expanded, so too has devotion to its founder. 

In his 13 years of ministry, Father Michael J. McGivney served 
in two Connecticut parishes and a mission church, all within 
25 miles of his birthplace. Now, 130 years after his death, he 
is known and venerated on nearly every continent. READ 
MORE│VIEW PHOTOS  
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With Christmas just over a month 
from now, we are already seeing 

decorations up and preparations 
underway to celebrate this time 
of year. As Knights, we are 
always mindful to keep Christ  

in Christmas with a variety  
of programs that help families 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

For families with children (ages 5-14), be sure to participate 
in this year’s Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. Contact 
your council for submission guidelines and deadlines. The 
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest is a great way to 
encourage young people to creatively prepare for Christmas 
amid the busyness of today’s world. LEARN MORE 

VIDEO: Celebrating  
Blessed Michael McGivney

It’s been a month since our founder was beatified and we’re 
still celebrating. Get a glimpse of the papal letter that 
declared Father McGivney blessed, watch the unveiling of 
the official beatification portrait and more in this short 
overview. WATCH 

Share the gift of K of C membership

We’re offering FREE online membership through the end of the 
year — only $35 to renew. Share promo code MCGIVNEY2020 
with a friend, and invite him to sign up for free today. 

The art of holiness

From sculptures to paintings to stained glass, a growing 
number of Catholic institutions feature artistic representations 
of Blessed Michael McGivney. Learn more in this slideshow 
published in the latest edition of Columbia magazine. 

We’re thankful for Mikey's miracle

The cure that opened the door to Father McGivney’s beatification 
abounded in grace and K of C ‘coincidences.’ 

Michael “Mikey” Schachle, 5 years old, climbs onto a stump in the yard 
of his family’s home in Dickson, Tenn. He takes stock of the short 
distance to the trampoline below, steps off and lands with a happy 
bounce, followed by hugs from several of his 12 siblings. 

It’s a scene that would have been impossible for his parents, Daniel and 
Michelle Schachle, to imagine when they first learned that their unborn 
son had a deadly case of fetal hydrops — and zero chance of living. 

It took a miracle to save Mikey. READ MORE  
Dan and Michelle Schachle are pictured with seven of their 13 children, including 
Mikey, outside of their Tennessee home. Photo by Spirit Juice Studios.

Keeping Christ in Christmas
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When we asked Knights to prepare for Giving Tuesday — a global day of online giving that takes place tomorrow on Dec. 1 — they 
surprised us with their generosity, meeting our initial fundraising goal with two weeks to spare.  

Inspired by such generosity, the matching donation to support our Coats for Kids program has increased — now, we are being 
challenged to raise a total of $250,000. Every dollar toward this goal will automatically be doubled when you donate on Giving 
Tuesday. Learn more below. 

How to donate

A gift of only $20 today will provide a new coat for a child in 
need, keeping him warm all winter.  

Knights can support our Coats for Kids Giving Tuesday 
Campaign individually or through their councils. Councils  
that raise or donate $1,440 (USD) or $1,340 (CAD) during  
our Giving Tuesday campaign are eligible to receive two 
Community program credits towards the Columbian Award. 
U.S. Donations | Canadian Donations

To see the impact that a new winter coat can bring to a family 
in need, look no further than Minisinaakwaang Leadership 
Academy, an Ojibwe Native American school, where Minnesota 
Knights recently distributed 600 winter coats. WATCH 

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW TO GIVE?  
Contact Knights of Columbus Charities at 
info@kofccharities.org or 1-800-694-5713.

What is Coats for Kids?

This Advent season,  

spread the light of Christ

Christmas events will look different due to COVID-19. This 
year, we are encouraging our brother Knights to proclaim 
Jesus is the Light of the World by planning a family Christmas 
tree blessing. Learn more about the Keep Christ in Christmas 
program here. 

Sharing the gift of K of C membership

We’re offering FREE online membership through the end of the 
year — only $35 to renew. Share promo code MCGIVNEY2020 
with a friend and invite him to sign up for free today.

The Knights believe that no child in North America should go 
without a coat in winter, and we are committed to that goal. 

The Coats for Kids program allows Knights and their councils 
to meet that need in their community. Through the dedication 
of councils across the United States and Canada, hundreds 
of thousands of new winter coats have been distributed to 
children since the program began in 2009. LEARN MORE

VIDEO: Coats for Kids  

and Native Communities

Photo: Spirit Juice Studios

Getty Images
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New to generosity?

Learn the ropes of intentional generosity without any long-term 
commitment through opening a Genesis Account with Knights of 
Columbus Charitable Fund. The Genesis Account is a starter 
donor-advised fund designed for those looking to start a charitable 
legacy. Open an account today with no initial contribution and a 
$10 per month administrative fee. LEARN MORE

K of C leaders called to renew missionary spirit

K of C wins local Emmy

The Knights of Columbus short documentary “Everyday 
Heroes – No Greater Love” won “Outstanding Achievement 
for Magazine Programming” at the 62nd Annual Chicago-
Midwest Emmy Awards held on Nov. 22. The video is part 
of our Everyday Heroes film series and shares the story of 
Kendrick Castillo, an 18-year-old who sacrificed his life to 
save his classmates during a school shooting at STEM 
School Highlands Ranch in May 2019.  

Two other K of C films were nominated — “Everyday Heroes 
– Running with Grace” and “Into the Breach – Suffering.”  

The virtual events are part of the Visit of the Saints series for children. 

The annual “Visit of St. Nicholas” event returns this year to the Saint 
John Paul II National Shrine in a virtual format on Dec. 5 at 1 p.m. 
Celebrate the Advent season and prepare for Christmas as a family by 
watching this event on Facebook and YouTube and downloading 
activities to do at home. 

In addition, the shrine is also hosting a “Virtual Visit of Blessed Michael McGivney,” on Dec. 12 at 1 p.m. Learn about this parish 
priest who founded the K of C and how he helped generations of people build the domestic church. The program will be offered 
via Zoom and simulcast on YouTube.  

Registration is not required. Those who join us online for Visit of St. Nicholas will be entered into a raffle to win an exclusive 
shrine Christmas ornament. 

At the midyear meeting of state deputies, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson pointed to Blessed Michael McGivney as an example 
during trying times. 

Now is the time to turn to the missionary spirit of Blessed Michael McGivney in order 
“to confront with fortitude the challenge of a global pandemic,” said Supreme Knight 
Carl Anderson at the 2020 Midyear Organizational Meeting of State Deputies. The 
meeting was held virtually, Nov. 19 - 21. 

“Father McGivney faced the harsh realities of prejudice, poverty and violence that are 
in too many ways with us still. And so is his answer — we must build a more fraternal 
culture in each of our communities,” Supreme Knight Anderson said. READ MORE 

Attendees at the midyear meeting enjoyed viewing these highlights from the 138th 
Annual Supreme Convention. WATCH 

SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS, FEEDBACK AND STORY 
 Email knightline@kofc.org

Join us for a visit with St. Nicholas and Blessed Michael McGivney
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