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St. Paul Knights Donate School Supplies

Our Council had a very eventful and 
successful August 2020 in which 
we had 2 “fundraisers” under the 
banner of “Community”.  Both were 

extremely successful in Thanks to the Brothers 
leading and working the events, and also the 
support we received from the St Paul Parish 
Community.  I am Always Amazed at the Love, 
Kindness, Spirituality, and Generosity of our 
fellow Parishioners of St Paul Catholic Church 
Tampa Florida who gave to these causes.

School Supplies Drive...led by Brother Todd 
Mitchell with 30 hours worked by Brother Knights.  
Due to Covid our “Yellow Shirt” presence was 
diminished in the Narthex.  Brother Lou Ricardo 
of Catholic Charities and a Brother Knight from 
San Antonio, Florida was on hand throughout 
the event and helped us distribute the supplies to 
the neediest of children throughout Hillsborough 
County.  His write up in the CC newsletter: 

COVID-19 virus has dramatically impacted all 
of us. Many people lost income through reduced 
hours or job cuts; we could not visit loved ones in 
senior living facilities; we could not attend religious 
services. Restaurants, bars, entertainment venues 

and retail stores closed. We have learned new 
terms like social distancing, remote work and self-
isolation and started wearing masks and practicing 
good hygiene like frequent hand washing. 

But those impacted also include our children. 
Schools closed and our school-aged children 
were taught virtually. As the new school year 
approached, the debate raged on as to whether to 
start school on-time or to conduct virtual classes.

One that did not change, however, is the fact 
that many children, and undoubtedly many more 
due to the dire economic impact of the virus, need 
school supplies for use whether at home or in the 
classroom.

That’s where the Knight of Columbus of  
St. Paul’s Catholic Church in Tampa came in.

For the fifth consecutive year, they staged 
their Annual School Supply Drive held the first 
weekend in August at the parish! 

The Knights were joined by Catholic Charities 
employees for most of the weekend Masses. 
Despite reduced attendance and the still-difficult 
economic circumstances, the parishioners of St. 
Paul generously donated over $3,400 worth of 
school supplies and another $1,600 in cash! Of this 

By WGK Sam Calco
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year's successful campaign, Grand Knight Sam 
Calco, attributed the outpouring to “the generosity, 
kindness and spirituality of the parishioners of 
[the] St. Paul Catholic Community."...that "starts 
with our Pastor and Priests...who teach us to LIVE 
our Faith..." 

And what do those supplies mean to the 
families and children served by Catholic Charities 
Pathways program, a program designed to 
provide temporary financial assistance to families 
struggling to pay their housing (e.g., rent, utilities) 
expenses in order to prevent them from becoming 
homeless? See for yourself - in words and pictures! 

Sebastian Valladares, who lost his job due to the 
virus, first became a client of Catholic Charities as 
a homeless resident of Hillsborough Hope, poses 
with his two sons, Alex (8-year old) and Kris (6-
year old), on the sofa of his new apartment. After 
Hillsborough Hope closed, Sebastian found a job, 
moved to the apartment with assistance provided 
by the Pathways program, and was able to send for 
his sons who had been living in South Florida with 
his family. Affording school supplies is one less 
thing Sebastian has to worry about!

AnneRose Mondestin, who also lost her job 
due to COVID-19, received school supplies for 
her three children (twin 11-year old girls Mali and 
Malissa and their 6-year old brother, Daniel). She 
said, “I was surprised.” My first thought was “I 

don’t have money to buy these things.” When she 
learned they were free, “I was very happy.” For 
her part, Mali said, that when their case manager, 
Elizabeth brought the book bags to their home, 
she initially thought “I wonder what is in there?” 
When they opened the bags and saw the school 
supplies, “We were really excited,” . 

We can all use happiness, especially in trying 
times like these. Thanks to the St. Paul parishioners 
and Knights, 'happiness' is the theme for these 
children and their parents!

Mens' Clothing Drive...led by Brother Chuck 
Glass and 30 ½ hours worked by Brother Knights.  
Again, Covid restricted the “Yellow Shirt Brigade” 
in the Narthex.  This too was written up and posted 
on the Hillsborough County Sherrif's webpage.

Our Annual Mens' Clothing Drive benefits 
the Hillsborough County Sherrif's Department 
Outreach Program.  Its purpose is to HELP, and 
AID released men from the prison system who 
have completed their sentences and ended their 
jail time.  These men, when released back into 
society are asked to begin again and make a fresh 
start with very little material belongings.  Our 
Council collects slightly, gently used clothes 
as the Sherrif's office has a very high standard 
regarding donations.  As long as we have been 
doing this...the past 3 years and it is a fixture 
now within our council, we have been getting 
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nothing but outstanding donations to this cause.  
Our Parishioners truly are Generous, Loving, and 
Kind.  Our Pastor, Rev Fr Bill Swengros and all our 
Priests support the Knights' mission and continue 
to instill to all members of our church to “LIVE 
OUR FAITH DAILY”.

I am so Grateful to All Our Brother Knights as 
we are an Outstanding, Active Council.  We are 
encouraged always to be Our Best and motivated 
by over 108 ministries within St Paul to Love and 
Serve GOD, Family, Youth, Community, Life, and 
one another.

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and 
orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an 
apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous 

service of their neighbor. 
Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus 

Christ, more closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His 
Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your 
love so that we may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We 
humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney 
on earth according to the design of your holy will.

Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your 
request).

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  YouTube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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A question that I am often asked these 
days by many a Grand Knight - how do 
I keep my members active when they do 
not leave the house?  The answer may 

be simpler than you think, since most people who 
are taking safety seriously, are spending much of 
their days in their own homes.  Staying in can get 
boring fast and trying to find meaningful things to 
occupy your time can sometimes be challenging.  
Below are some ideas and suggestions that have 
come to me from all over our Jurisdiction.  Many 
of these ideas are working out very well.

1. Consider establishing a committee to check 
on members “phone tree”.  A phone tree is a group 
of individuals who get a script to follow and a list 
of contact names to call.  They pick a time and 
day of the week and then call each on their list.  It 
could be as simple as a “Hi (name) this is Bob from 
Council 12345, I am just 
calling to see how you are 
getting along and to let you 
know we are thinking about 
you.  If you are interested, we 
are having a virtual meeting 
on ______.”  This will help 
keep communications open 
and will give members who 
may not be able to go out, 
the opportunity to be full 
participants in an activity.

2. Every Council should 
conduct at least two (2) 
meetings per month.  The first 
meeting would be the regular 
business meeting.  This 
should not take more than 
30 to 45 minutes to conduct.  
Its purpose is to read and 
approve the minutes from 
the prior meeting, approve bills and financials, vote 
on balloting for members / transfers / and retention 
reports.  If the meeting runs longer (virtually) many 

people will lose interest.  
Business meetings should 
be to the point.  The second 
meeting each month should 
be a social meeting.  Make 
sure that wives and family 
are invited to participate.  
Even in these times of 
virtual meetings, a social 
can be a time and place 
for all to share a story, 
watch a video – consider 
playing one of the “Into 
the Breach” videos at each 
social meeting, they are only 11 – 12 minutes long 
and everyone in the family will get something out 
of them.  You can also conduct some games while 
holding the social meeting.  Consider having a 

virtual scavenger hunt, ask 
for up to five items – the first 
family that can hold up (to the 
camera) and show they have 
all five items wins.  You can 
send out certificates to the 
winners.  As an example of 
items for the hunt – a spatula, 
a plastic comb, a hair dryer, 
a magnifying glass, a scotch 
tape dispenser.  Another idea 
is to come up with a trivia 
game, ask trivia questions 
about the Order or about 
prominent people in the Bible.  
Another council mentioned it 
does a virtual Rosary every 
week.  Many people now log 
in to share in the Rosary.

3. Every council 
should be talking with their 

parishioners at Mass on weekends, if you have your 
council members wear their shirts to Mass, then 
people will know who you are.  Continue to help 

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor

Keeping Your Council Active
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with ushering, cleaning, assisting other ministries 
and at each opportunity, be sure to ask at every 
opportunity for Catholic men over the age of 18, to 
consider joining us.

4. The new recruitment posters have been sent 
out to all District Deputies.  Please be sure to ask 
permission of the pastor, to put up the posters on 
your recruitment table.  Every council should be 
recruiting after all Masses.  The posters encourage 
candidates to consider joining us rebuilding the 
Church.

5. The Bishops of our Jurisdiction are counting 
on our support.  Both physically as we reopen 

churches as well as in taking a leadership roll in 
helping to bring people back to the Church.  Many 
hands will be required for this task, please take a 
moment to consider asking one person to join us in 
this important mission of bringing people back to 
the Church.

Your state membership team will be touring 
the state jurisdiction, stopping at each of the 
Regional Meetings.  Please support your Regional 
Administrators and attend the meeting in your area.  
Bring friends and prospects with you, at every 
Regional Meeting, if we have candidates, we will 
provide them a degree.    

Council Supports Hannah’s Home

As part of their ongoing support to 
Hannah’s Home, Tequesta, members 
of St. Peter Council 13139, Jupiter 
recently assisted the home in yard 

maintenance at the facility.
Local pregnancy centers in Florida report a 

desperate need for housing young women and their 
babies. After choosing life for their unborn child, 
many women are rejected and without options, 
living in cars, on park benches, and many times 
with abusers. They need a safe environment where 
they can experience God’s love and blessing for 
choosing life for their baby.

While there are too few maternity homes where 
the mothers can stay long term and are given the 
gifts of time and support to accomplish their goals, 
Hannah’s Home takes the extra step to invest in 
these young women and their children’s future.

The latest efforts involved members trimming 
shrubs and cleaning up around the entire residence 
and along a fence line of the property.  Besides 
the improving the look of the property, this work 
is important for the future.  Hannah’s Home is 
completing the construction of a chapel on the 
property.  After that is finished, a new addition to 
the residence will be added.  This will double the 
capacity of mothers at the facility.  Eventually, a 
new dormitory style building will also be added.  
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Often, when asked about the role of a 
Chaplain in a Knights’ council, I have 
had to consult Chaplain manuals from 
Supreme and the Florida jurisdiction. 

This article is a summary that is intended to help 
inform you on the role of the Knights’ Chaplain. 

  Each diocese in the Florida jurisdiction has a 
Diocesan Chaplain appointed by the State Deputy 
with the bishop’s approval to assist District 
Deputies and local Chaplains.  

 Subordinate councils are required to have 
a Chaplain of record. The Chaplain must be an 
ordained priest in good standing. While some ask 
about a deacon being a Chaplain, only an ordained 
priest can hold this office. This was Father Michael 
McGivney’s intent of full spiritual service. But, 
deacons can serve as adjunct spiritual advisors, 
filling in for Chaplains unable to attend meetings 
and conducting some prayer services.

  A means by which the Chaplain may help to 
provide information concerning Catholic doctrine 
and liturgy is through a “Chaplain’s Column” in 
the council bulletin. Knowing that not all Knight 
members attend council meetings, the Chaplain’s 
influence can be expanded by regularly presenting 
some Catholic information through his column. 

Early in the term, the Chaplain should consult 
with the editor of the council bulletin to determine 
the deadline for copy and the approximate number 
of words he should provide for publication each 
month. In this way, the members who are not 
present at council meetings will also have the 
benefit of the teaching ministry of the Chaplain.

  Each council Chaplain is selected by the Grand 
Knight and the Trustees (usually in consultation 
with the Diocesan Chaplain to see if he is in 
good standing), and serves during the term of 
the incumbent. His renewal is annual, receiving 
the tacit approval of the bishop even through an 
e-mail confirmation from the bishop’s office.  

  After selecting a priest to be the Chaplain 

(and after the priest has 
indicated that he would 
be willing to serve), the 
Grand Knight should write 
a brief letter to the bishop 
of the diocese in which 
the council is located. 
The letter should state 
the intended Chaplain’s 
name, parish and his 
willingness to serve. 
The bishop then sends a 
letter of appointment to 
the Grand Knight. Upon 
receiving a favorable response from the bishop's 
office, the Chaplain can be installed into office 
along with the other officers.

  Every year a council must hold elections; it 
also must renew appointments. If a Chaplain is to 
be re-appointed, an e-mail to the bishop’s office, 
indicating that the council wishes the Chaplain 
to remain in that position for the next fraternal 
year, is sufficient. The bishop or his delegate will 
respond to the council’s communication.       

  Occasionally there may arise in a community, 
a jurisdiction or in a nation, controversial 
questions in which the position of the Church or 
of Catholics is involved. Before any public action 
is taken with regard to such a matter, the council 
officers and any committee chairmen involved 
should sit down with the Chaplain and discuss 
the matter thoroughly, so that if the council does 
take a position; or if it should ask its members to 
take a position, the question will be thoroughly 
understood and handled properly.  

  Active participation of the Chaplain in the 
meetings and programs of the council offers him a 
constant opportunity to impress upon the officers 
and members the required qualification for 
membership in the Order – practical Catholicity. 
Whenever there is a question of a member’s failure 

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

The Role of Council Chaplain
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to remain a practical Catholic, the officers should 
consult with the Chaplain and the member’s Pastor 
so that no injustice will be done and no unjust or 
un-Christian gossip is permitted to be spread. If 
the situation cannot be adjusted satisfactorily, the 
laws of the Order provide appropriate procedures 
for the exclusion of such a man from membership 
in the Order. 

The main components required of practical 
Catholicity may be described as follows: 

  1) A practical Catholic accepts the teaching 
authority of the Catholic Church on matters of 
faith and morals, aspires to live in accord with the 
precepts of the Catholic Church, and is in good 
standing in the Catholic Church.  

  2) A practical Catholic strives to have a 
greater knowledge of the teachings of Christ and 
his Church, and to accept, respect and defend the 
Church’s Christ-given authority (vested in the 
Supreme Pontiff, the hierarchy and clergy united 
with him) to teach, govern and sanctify the faithful.  

  3) A practical Catholic gives material and 
moral support to the Church and her works on all 
levels, promoting the programs of the parish and 
diocese, and comes to the aid of the missions, the 
needy, and the underprivileged, espousing and 

advancing the just causes of minority groups, 
endeavoring to eliminate unjust discrimination, 
prejudice, etc., and supporting the Church in her 
defense of marriage and family life and in her 
crusades against divorce, abortion, pornography 
and all the other evils of today.  

  4) If a Knight marries outside the Church, i.e., 
contrary to the laws of the Church, he ceases to 
be a practical Catholic and cannot be a member 
of the Knights of Columbus. A man who, being 
in a valid marriage, obtains a civil divorce and 
remarries outside the Church, ceases to be a 
practical Catholic and so loses his right to join or 
continue in the Order of the Knights of Columbus. 
If and when his former marriage is declared null 
by the Church, and he remarries validly according 
to the Church law, he may be reinstated into the 
Order.   

  5) A Catholic who is a member of a forbidden, 
secret society is not a practical Catholic, and hence 
may not become or continue to be a member of the 
Knights of Columbus.

  I hope this will assist your understanding of 
the vital role of Chaplain. Vivat Jesus! 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?
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People Helping Others

Father Downey Council 4934 set an all-
time Community Hot Meals Program 
facility record of 161 meals served 
on August 31, when the Sacred Heart 

Knights visited the First United Methodist Church 
in New Smyrna Beach. 

Council 4934 Grand Knight Danny Aloise and 
Deputy Grand Knight Art Klobucar were joined 
by several program regulars, including District 
Deputy 20 Terry Cassidy.

The Knights were joined by “Flat Jesus.” Flat 
Jesus is based on a character called Flat Stanley.  
Flat Stanley was a paper character used by Pre-K 
and Kindergarten teachers to help young students 
learn about the world.  He was supposed to be 
photographed at different places and could be sent 
to friends and family that were traveling.

In that tradition, the 8th grade science teacher 
at Sacred Heart encouraged her students to color 
in a Flat Jesus and then have him photographed 
with people helping others, especially during the 
pandemic.  Did you notice that Jesus has a mask?  
Not that He needs one, but to show that we should 
do our best to care about others.

Erin Cassidy, daughter of DD20 Terry Cassidy, 
asked her father to take a photograph while he 
was helping at the local Community Hot Meals 
Program on her first full day of school this year.  
What good timing!  

And now you know the rest of the story.

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  YouTube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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Do Something Beautiful for God

There is a paperback book out entitled 
"Do Something Beautiful for God". 
The paperback is a compilation of the 
essential teachings of St. Mother Teresa. 

I know someone who did something beautiful 
for God and I would like to give you an Eastern 
perspective on that event and person.

I would like to start with Scripture, and 
specifically the first sentence of the Gospel of  
St. John. In that sentence it says: "In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God; and 
the Word was God.  The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us." This is in reference to the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity and the Incarnation 
of that Second Person into the reality of humanity 
and the person of Jesus Christ. In this Incarnation 
of God into the womb of Mary, the Theotokos, God 
did a "beautiful" thing for us.... He united Himself 
to humanity for our salvation. In that Incarnation, 
Jesus is True God and True man. He is like us in 
all things except sin. Jesus gifted Peter, James and 
his brother John with the vision of His Divinity in 
the Transfiguration.

In coming into the world, Jesus came to "do 
something beautiful for God" in our name. That 
something beautiful was His passion and death 
for the forgiveness of sin. But Jesus asked a price 
to pay from us for this selfless act on His part. 
He requested from all of us, the following, "Be 
perfected as my Father is Perfect in Heaven.

What does it mean to "be perfected as my 
Father is perfect in Heaven? In the Eastern 
perspective, it means that each of us must strive 
for "Divinization".......to become like God. Does 
this sound like blaspheme? Certainly not! Even 
St. Paul said in one of his Epistles that "we are all 
God's but die like men". Adam and Eve wanted to 
become like God but did it in the wrong by eating 
from the forbidden apple tree.

So how do we become like God,but do it the 
right way. Firstly, we must believe in God, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. 
Secondly, as Jesus, we 
must surrender to the Will 
of the Father as Jesus did 
when He said "thy will 
be done" and when Mary 
said to the Angel " Be it 
done to me according to 
thy word". Thirdly, we 
must work in the vineyard 
of the Lord living each 
day His Commandments 
of loving God and 
neighbor as self. Fourthly, 
we must eradicate sin from our lives each day. In 
doing this, we begin to take on the Spirit of God. 
As St. Paul said, in this life "we see God through 
a veil", but I also believe that as we become more 
perfected, we also see God more clearly with our 
"spiritual eye". This is the foundation and essence 
of Divinization.

As we celebrate on September 14th, the Feast 
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, let us thank 
Jesus for doing "something beautiful for God" in 
our name. For it is by the Cross and the shedding of 
His Blood that Jesus has done something beautiful 
not only for God His Father, but especially for us 
too. Let us be, as St. Paul says, like God but, in 
humility, know we die like men because of the 
Fall of Adam and Eve.

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

Former State Chaplain  
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
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By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

“For where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Gospel 
for Sept. 6, Mt 18:20)

There is power in numbers. It’s often how 
we get things done. When men are united 
by a clear mission, they become a “band 
of brothers” whose whole is greater than 

the sum of its parts. And when that mission is 

given to us by Jesus, we are united in Christ, who 
directs and strengthens us to accomplish great 
things. May we, my brothers, form strong bonds 
of fraternity founded on Christ as we labor to build 
up the kingdom of heaven.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to learn more about 
fraternity by viewing the “Brotherhood” episode 
of the Into the Breach video series produced by 
the Knights of Columbus. Second, I challenge you 
to help build bonds of brotherhood in your parish 
by offering the Faith in Action Into the Breach 
program.
Questions for Reflection:

Are you willing to “stand in the breach” with 
your brother Knights and fellow Catholics to 
serve Christ and defend the faith? Are you a good 
“brother” to others, forming male friendships 
marked by shared faith, honesty and accountability 
to fight the spiritual battle? How can a “band of 
brothers” ensure that they are gathered in the name 
of Jesus Christ?

Our Lady of Fatima 
Council 6391, conducted 
a Drive-Thru School 
Supplies Drop off during 
the weekend of August 
8th and 9th. Thanks to 
the generosity of our 
parishioners we collected 
notebooks, scissors, loose-
leaf, crayons and almost 
$300 in cash donations. 
The supplies and cash 
donations were distributed 
to Our local Catholic 
School Saint John Paul II 
and to a few needy local 
families.
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Leave No Neighbor Behind

St Luke Council 16018 accomplished a 
“Leave No Neighbor Behind” program 
to assist a disabled Navy Veteran with his 
home.

Dawn Phillips, a parishioner of St. Luke parish 
discussed her father and his need for a ceiling fan 
with PGK S/K Robert Matyskiel and PGK, and 
current District 67 District Deputy, S/K Don Callo. 
Both volunteered to help install the ceiling fan.

Dawn’s father, Smiley James Phillips, is a 31 
year resident of Lake Worth (Beach) and a Navy 
veteran.  He must use a walker to move about his 
home. While Robert and Don were in the house 
they noticed that, in order for Smiley to take a 
shower, he had to navigate some makeshift steps 

up and down into the existing tub. Obviously, 
this was difficult for a man using a walker. At the 
July monthly Council meeting, it was suggested 
that the council get involved with the renovation 
of Smiley’s bathroom to install a shower. It was 
agreed that the council would volunteer with this 
project.

Beginning on Friday, July 24, Brothers 
started the demolition of the existing 70+ year 
old bathroom. Additional Brothers arrived the 
next day to assist in removing the debris from 
the demolition, refinish the inside doors, frame 
the nook for sundries in the shower, where an 
unknown window had been walled over, and 
installed the new shower tray in place of the old 

tub. The wallboard was hung, along with the 
modernizing of the electrical wiring and outlets, 
to meet code and the installation of a new vent fan 
and duct. For about 2 weeks, the work continued 
in the evening, installing tile, grab rails, pedestal 
sink, commode, mirror, lighting and paint.

A special shout out to Chad Riendeau who 
donated many hours of his time installing the 
plumbing for the shower, as well as, assisting with 
the new wallboard installation.

Smiley was finally able to use his new shower.
However, through the efforts of Chad Riendeau, 
the City of Lake Worth Beach Community 
Development Corp, donated $5,000 to the Knights 
of Columbus St Luke Council 16018 to help defray 
the costs of the renovation. 

This will be presented to Dawn Phillips after 
Mass in the near future.

The entire project represents true spirit of the 
“Leave No Neighbor Behind” and the meaning 
of the Knights’ commitment to the principle of 
Charity.
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Council Displays Marian Icon

St. Peter Council 13139, Jupiter, held a 
well-attended Corporate Mass on August 
30, which included a display of the 
Marian icon to draw attention to the plight 

of persecuted Christians in the World.
Even with the pandemic restrictions, 166 

parishioners attended, including 50 Brother 
Knights and their families.

Past Grand Knight and Past Faithful Navigator 
Louis Manz was recognized at the Mass.  Lou, 
his wife Terry and mother Betty are re-locating to 
Orange Park, near Jacksonville.

The parish pastor, the Reverend Donald Finney, 
recognized Lou for his many contributions to the 
Knights of Columbus Council and the St. Peter 
parish. Besides the offices, as a leader of the 
Council, Lou has been the Deputy Grand Knight, 
Trustee of both the Council and Assembly, a 
member of the Color Corps and Council Program 
Director. He has served as an Usher, Lector, and 
Audio-Visual operator since the inception of 
the parish AV system. One of his most enduring 
accomplishments was the development and 
implementation of a weekly rosary at the 4:30 
p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday Masses, which 
has been ongoing for over 10 years. 

Manz also put together an information program 
to provide parishioners with a roundtable program 

of priests, 
funeral directors 
and Knights of 
Columbus field 
agents to discuss 
the importance of 
planning for the 
eventuality of our 
passing.  It was 
so successful at 
St. Peter, the local 
field agent has 
been conducting 
the program at 
other parishes and 

councils. The council is vy active in the annual 
parish picnic. Lou, an avid music lover, developed 
and conducted a Name That Tune game for the 
family get together, which was always a huge 
hit. Finally, he was instrumental in organizing the 
council’s Night at the Races event which raised 
money for Altar Server scholarships.

Although Lou will be gone from St. Peter, he 
plans to remain very active in the Knights in his 
new home.

After Mass, the Pope John Paul II Assembly 
3299 members, who are also members of Council 
13139, presented Lou with his Past Faithful 
Navigator jewel and lapel pin in recognition of 
that service.
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Council Sponsors Blood Drive

The Epiphany of Our Lord Knights 
Council #14495 located in Tampa, 
Florida sponsored a blood drive on 
Sunday, August 30, 2020 in conjunction 

with OneBlood.  Deputy Grand Knight Craig 
Merkt who coordinated the event, states:  

“It’s a personal mission for me; my wife is a 
leukemia cancer survivor and she received 26 
blood transfusions during her battle with cancer.”  
We are truly blessed at Epiphany of Our Lord to 
have Father Edwin Palka’s full support of our 
Knight’s Council, and as well as our faithful 
Chaplain Father Paul Mangiafico.  

Through the outstanding leadership and 
encouragement of our Grand Knight Andrew 
Whiskeyman we have grown our active Council 
to almost 60 Knights!  We are also grateful for 
the guidance of our District Deputy Stephen 
Cunningham.

Our goal for the blood drive was to get at least 
ten donations.  We promoted this blood drive 
on Facebook, via email, posters at Epiphany, 
handouts and at our virtual monthly General 
Council Meeting.  

We started the morning with five scheduled 

appointments and then prayed for our Lord’s 
divine providence to send us walk-in donors.  After 
a stormy and rainy day encompassing four Masses 
(three Traditional Latin and one Vietnemese) we 
succeeded in meeting our goal of 10 pints of blood 
from 13 participants.  

OneBlood was fantastic and truly professional 
in their care and collection.  All donors 
received a free Fandango movie-at-home ticket,  
plus a wellness checkup including a COVID-19 
antibody test, blood pressure, temperature check 
and cholesterol screening.  

“Each donation can save up to three lives so that 
means 30 patients could benefit from the lifesaving 
efforts of blood donors at Epiphany of Our Lord 
- Knights of Columbus Council #14495.” stated 
Theresa Roberts, Community Relations Director 
at OneBlood. As our members may know, the 
Knights of Columbus have been donating blood 
since 1938 and today Knights donate over 400,000 
pints of blood per year.  Donating blood saves lives 
and helps support the Knight’s nationwide Leave 
No Neighbor Behind program!
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Working Together With SVDP

Last June, Incarnation Council 15332 
in Sarasota and the St. Vincent De 
Paul Society (SVDP) / Incarnation 
Conference established a partnership.  

It was decided that the two organizations would 
work together on fund-raising and food collection 
drives to benefit the SVDP clients. 

The first fund-raising effort was a huge success.  
An Incarnation Brother and SVDP Member was 
given around 450 empty typewriter ribbon cans.  
These cans were unique because they were all 
decorated with various scenes.  

Our Brother Deacon 
wondered if there was some 
way that these cans could be 
monetized.  Enter another 
Council Brother who has 
a business selling items on 
eBay.  He took the cans and 
offered them on eBay as an 
auction item.  

Incarnation Council 
15332 wondered if these 
cans would sell.  Well, we 
found out quickly that they 
were a hot item!  Thanks to 
our Brother’s hard work, in three weeks, he sold 
$1,100 worth of cans.  On July 3rd, the Incarnation 
Council 15332 presented the SVDP President with 
a $1,300 check – the Council added $200.  On July 
31st, our Council Brother concluded his selling 
efforts of the cans – and he raised another $1,000.  
So much for not being able to raise money during 
a pandemic. 

The next Incarnation Council 15332 and SVDP 
partnering project was a food collection drive.  
With the current Covid-19 pandemic, the SVDP 
has a great need for food to provide its clients.  As 
such, the two organizations conducted the first of 
four scheduled food drives during the 2020-2021 
fraternal year on the weekend of August 29th and 
30th.  

A drive-up donation station was set up under 
the portico of the Finnegan Center on Saturday, 

August 29th from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM and on 
Sunday from 8:00 to 11:00 AM.  Knights and 
Vincentians, who were gloved and masked, took 
non-perishable food donations from donors cars.  
Donations were also made after all weekend 
Masses.  

After the donated items were weighted, they 
were stored in the newly refurbished cabinets in 
the Finegan Center.  Special thanks to our Parish 
Administrator for allowing the SVDP to use the 
previously three vacant storage cabinets in the 
Finegan Center to store the food donations.

The food collection drive 
was a huge success!  Total food 
collections was 1,981 pounds.  
In addition, donations totaling 
$2,650.00 were received, 
including a $1,350 check 
from Incarnation Council. 

The Council and SVDP 
thanks all the generous 
Incarnation Parish donors.  
By collecting over 1,000 
pounds, Incarnation Council 
15332 will receive a $100 
reimbursement from the 

Supreme Council at the end of the fraternal year 
as part of the Food for Families Program..  

If the next three food collection drives generate 
over 1,000 pounds per drive, the Supreme Council 
will reimburse the Council another $300.  The 
Council will also receive another $100 from 
Supreme for the over $500 cash donation.  At year 
end, the Council will donate the $500 to SVDP.

The first food collection drive would not have 
been a success without all the great work of 30 
Knights and Vincentians, who provided 128 
volunteer hours for this two-day event.  They 
worked  very well together.  It was a great start 
to the Knights / SVDP partnership.  The next 
Incarnation Council 15332 / SVDP food collection 
drive will be on Saturday and Sunday, October 
17th and 18th.
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The Story Behind the Quilt

Tina Sodan, my wife has been doing a lot 
of embroidery over the past 1 ½ years 
when we bought an advanced machine.  
Most of that has been making baby 

bibs.  These were donated to the State Officer 
wives in drives they held; Hannah’s Home; and a 
recent “baby shower” put on by the local Veterans 
Hospital for female Veterans having babies.

But she became interested in making quilts, 
starting late last year.  

When we went to the State Mid-year meeting, 
she attended the meetings with the other ladies.  
Besides the Singing Nuns (as few of them need 
to shave), Chris Lewis made a presentation about 
the American Wheelchair Mission.  Soon after, we 
started talking about making a quilt which could 
be used as a fund raiser for the Wheelchair Fund.  
This also came up as an idea because our son-in-
law (who is a 4th Degree Knight in Illinois) has 
been a wheelchair technician for years.  Although 
he works on the high-end chairs, we have come to 
realize that the chairs are vital to many people’s 
lives and psyche.

The next part to make the quilt was an idea for 
the design of the blocks (the individual sections 

on the quilt).  The pattern (a crest) came from 
a Knights of Columbus insurance refrigerator 
magnet.  Thank you Brother Jonathan Knaus for 
your inspiration.  

To make the blocks, Tina decided to develop 
her own templates which involved cutting 16 
individual pieces of cloth to make one block.  Then 
the pieces were sewn together.  The blocks were 
then sewn together.  To make the quilt useable for 
almost anyone, we developed it so it can fit a king 
size bed.  This meant sewing 88 blocks together 
(8 vertically; 11 horizontally).  This completed the 
topper.

We decided to make the quilt related to the 
Knights by embroidering the Emblem of the Order 
and 4th Degree Emblem on two of the blocks, 
which are placed in the upper portion of the quilt.  
We had patterns for both and determined the 
appropriate size of each so it looked correct.  Each 
emblem uses a lot of stitches:  43,300 stitches for 
the Emblem of the Order; 36,600 stitches for the 
4th Degree Emblem.

Once the topper was completed, she had to 
put the sections together (the topper, batting and 
backing).  This was a small challenge, since we 



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 17

INVOCATION

did not have a surface big enough in our home.  
So to begin this, we actually laid tarps in our yard 
and then laid out the sections there to pin them 
together.

While Tina did all cutting and sewing to this 
point, her machine could not properly hold the 
quilt together for the quilting process (the stitching 
that is woven throughout the quilt).  So we had 

another quilter, who has a free arm machine, do 
that step, after Tina put it all together.  

Once the quilting stitching was completed, 
Tina then cut and sewed the binding on all sides 
of the quilt.  The binding is the edge which helps 
keep the quilt sections together and protects them 
from fraying.

Special Olympics Polar Plunge

As I mentioned in my last article, 
we’re trying to make the HOW to get 
involved with Special Olympics (SO) 
easier. We’re trying to keep the “asks” 

for financial donations and program involvement 
focused on just a few key areas to maximize your 
contributions while 
increasing exposure 
for the Knights. In 
last month’s article I 
mentioned how your 
worthy State Secretary 
Rob Uruttia has made 
it easy to be involved 
with a small donation 
of $50 from your 
council. Keep reading 
to see how your 
contribution can lead 
to a big success!

We’re all fully aware 
of the numerous ways 
the covid pandemic 
has impacted how we 
do things. For SO, 
many of their normal 
fundraising activities 
have been suspended since large group gatherings 
aren’t allowed. This doesn’t lessen the need to 
support the athletes or their families, so SO has 
adapted and is using virtual fundraising. This is 
where your State Secretary comes in.

You might recall from my previous newsletters 

I’ve suggested that each council support two main 
fundraising events each year using money you’ve 
collected from the Citizens With Disabilities 
campaign. One of the major events should be a 
regional fundraiser while the other should be a 
SO Florida (SOFL) statewide event. SOFL is 

hosting a virtual Polar 
Plunge with sponsored 
participants. Worthy 
State Secretary Rob 
has been taking the 
plunge for years. This 
year (and I hope for 
many more) councils 
can take the plunge by 
going to his web page 
and donating $50. If 
you don’t want to type 
the URL then email 
me and I’ll be happy 
to send it to you. At 
the same time go to 
your regional event 
and make a donation 
to their virtual plunge. 
That’s it! For $100/
council we can support 

SOFLs many worthwhile programs while creating 
exposure for the Knights. That exposure is crucial 
as it helps lead the way for other organizations 
and individuals to do the same. With over 300 
councils in Florida this has the potential to be a 
virtual HUGE success. I’ve asked RAs and DDs 

https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/TR/Plunge/General?px=1033203&pg=personal&fr_id=1385
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to help me in getting the word out and tracking 
which councils participate so we can acknowledge 
their contributions.

We’re working with some professional sports 
venues (think hockey and NASCAR) to host 
Knights of Columbus Days. These will be fun 
family events where we can spend some post 

covid time together and a percentage of each 
ticket purchased will go to support SO. We’re 
working with other SO partners to be creative 
and have discounted tickets for Knights while a 
set amount also goes to SOFL. Rather than just 
always banging on council doors for more money, 
these will be opportunities to have some fun while 
also supporting SO

Please don’t forget the other opportunities 
for personal involvement- the upcoming bocce 
program and the athlete mentorship program. 
These are ways for Knights to build personal 
relationships with athletes. You won’t be 
disappointed!

As always, may God reward you for your support 
of our special athletes. I welcome any suggestions 
you may have. I can be reached at flkofcdd72@
gmail.com. Vivat Jesus. Pete Chiaravalle, FSC 
Special Olympics Chairman

Serving the Church During the Pandemic

Most of us have become 
accustomed to the “new 
normal” as a result of the 
current pandemic, which 

has added challenges to our daily lives and 
even our celebration of the Eucharist.  Some 
Knights have accepted this challenge by 
providing service to their parish community.  

Blessed Mother Council 13338 in Delray 
Beach has formed a Hospitality Committee 
to help return the parish family safely back 
to church. 

As soon as churches were allowed to re-
open, working with Emmanuel Church’s 
Pastor, Fr. Gaudioso Zamora, the Knights 
formed the Ministry of Hospitality, open to 
any parishioner who wants to join the effort. 

The Knights show up at every weekend Mass, 
manning doors to welcome parishioners and 
ensure they are socially distanced when seated. 

After every Mass they sanitize all the surfaces in 
the church including pews, handrails, kneelers, 
lecterns, doors and rest rooms, before the next 
mass begins.
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"For us this was a no-brainer,” said Grand 
Knight Bob Albertson.  “It’s kind of like doing the 
work of the original apostles who brought the first 
Christians to the church. We want to safely bring 
people back to church.”

The council also coordinated with Fr. Zamora 
to move parishioners into Columbus Hall which 
has been set up for "backup masses" in the event 
of overflow attendance.  Since the resumption of 
masses at Emmanuel, attendance has increased 
more than 11% to nearly 500 worshippers every 
weekend through their efforts.

Grand Knight Albertson continued, "We want 

to encourage anyone who believes they can safely 
return to Mass – to return to Mass. We’ll be on 
duty making sure the church is open and safe for 
everyone who wants to be there. And we’ll be 
doing it until we can pack the church on Sundays 
again!”

Every member of the Knights of Columbus 
in the Florida jurisdiction is listed on 
the Florida KofC website.  Financial 

Secretaries update council lists on the Supreme 
and State websites at least quarterly.  To ensure 
your information is correct, please review the 
brief YouTube video link below to confirm that 
your personal information and your preferred 
contact information is correct. 

The 5-minute video describes how to log 
on or gain initial access, and reviews how to 
correct or confirm your personal information.  

Please note that if you are a State, Assembly or 
Council officer, chairman or director, you must 
remain subscribed to the State Council’s email 
list.  Failure to do so will result in you missing 
important communications concerning your 
position and may result in your forfeiture of that 
position. 

Follow the instructions on the video https://
youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs and while you are on 
the site, check out the other good news and 
information is available to you with just a click 
or two. 

Is Your Personal Information Accurate?

https://youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs
https://youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs
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Council 8086 Altar Server of Year

Ryland Brady of Port 
Orange recently 
was presented with 
the Knights of 

Columbus Altar Server of the 
Year Award at Our Lady of 
Hope Catholic Church.

The trophy was one of 11 
awards recently collected by 
Knights of Columbus Council 
8086. Brady took top honors in 
the Orlando Diocese in the 13-18 
year-old age group. This marks 
the fourth consecutive year that 
a Council 8086-sponsored altar 
server won the award.

Brady, son of Corey and 
Tanya, is a student-athlete at 
Father Lopez Catholic High 
school. He finished in the top 
2.5-percent in PSAT testing, and is a three-year 
letterman in football, soccer and track & field. He 
won the track and field coach’s award in 2019.

The trophy was presented prior to a recent 
Mass by Deacon Mike Rosolino, the Council’s 

Youth Director, and Grand Knight John O’Malley. 
Jim Baskin is the Council Faith Director, with the 
Faith in Action activities coordinated by Service 
Program Director Tim Mell. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?
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Council 12569 Staying Busy

Many of the councils throughout 
Florida are busy planning 
membership drives, in a bid 
to earn the Father McGivney 

Award to achieve Star Council status. 
Council 12569, Church of the Epiphany 

in Port Orange, has already checked off 
that box, coming off a very successful 
membership drive. The drive signed up six 
new members, Brother Knights Sean Ryan, 
Allen Ferguson, Tim Fahey, Elliott Hooper, 
Bob Reiderman and Jim McBride. 

The Council has been staying busy with 
a number of varied programs throughout 
the pandemic, including a successful food 
drive that collected 937 pounds of needed 
supplies for the Epiphany food pantry. 

Upcoming Council programs include a 
Dinner Knight and car show.

Dinner Knight will be held on Monday, 
Sept. 14, from 5:30-9:30 p.m. at McKenna’s 
on 3781 S. Nova Road in Port Orange. 

Brother Knights and their families, 
friends and neighbors are invited to dine 
in or take out. McKenna’s will donate 
a portion of all sales to Council 12569 
charities and operational expenses.

The second annual Epiphany Council 
12569 Truck, Bike, Jeep and Car Show 
will be held on Saturday, Nov. 21, at 
the parish parking lot on 201 Lafayette 
Street in Port Orange from 10 a.m. – 
2 p.m. There is a $10 entry fee, with 
trophies in each category for the four 
types of vehicles. There is free general 
admission, with door prizes, a 50-50, 
t-shirts, food and fun. 

Sponsorship opportunities are still 
available. Visit the web site: https://sites.
google.com/view/12569carshow. 

https://sites.google.com/view/12569carshow
https://sites.google.com/view/12569carshow
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October 24, 2020 
Livestreamed Mass 

Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  

 34th ANNUAL     
CULTURE OF LIFE 

STATEWIDE CONFERENCE 

From Conception to Natural Death 

Virtual Conference 
For more information contact:  

dherbst@ccdpb.org or call 561-360-3330  

Register on online www.ccdpb.org/respectlife2020 

Sponsored by: 
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Military Chaplain's Fund

Over the past few years, the Fourth 
Degree has spearheaded a fundraising 
effort to co-sponsor the educational 
costs of seminarians who would 

commit to serving in one of the uniformed military 
services.  

In October 2011, Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson charged the Fourth Degree to raise 
one million dollars over a five-year period to co-
sponsor the educational costs of seminarians in 
support of His Excellency Archbishop Timothy 
P. Broglio, Archbishop of the Military Services.  
Supreme originally requested each jurisdiction 
within the United States to raise $4,000 per year 
for the five-year campaign. 

On June 30, 2015, just 3 years and 4 months into 
the campaign, assemblies raised $1,074,754.00.  
Upon reaching the goal, the Supreme Knight 
committed an additional $200,000 per year for 
2015-2019 fraternal years bringing the goal to 2 
million dollars.

To date, and ahead of schedule, the Fourth 
Degree has surpassed the $2 million goal, raising 
a total of $2,045,646.26.  I am proud to tell you 
that Florida Assemblies were not only the first 
in the order in supporting this fundraising effort, 
but contributed nearly 12% of the total with 
$241,378.35, far ahead of other state jurisdictions. 

This is in no small part due to the leadership 
and commitment of our Faithful Navigators and 
their predecessors.  I want to thank each of you for 
your participation in this program and for making 
this program such a success.  

The top five jurisdictions of the campaign are:
1. Florida           $241,378.35 
2. Washington     $180,586.69                     
3. Texas             $145,828.68
4. California        $129,178.65
5. Georgia  $73,707.13

 Please pass this on to your assemblies with 
my sincere thanks for their support of the Military 
Chaplains Scholarship Fund. 

Go to the mirror and ask yourself, “Have I asked three differ-
ent Catholic men to join the Knights of Columbus during the 
past 90 days?”  If the answer is no, I want to challenge you 
to change your answer to this question 90 days from now.  In 
other others, get out there and simply ask.  You do not have to 
be physically at the church to ask. You could ask neighbors, 
co-workers, delivery drivers, the mailman, your barber, dry 
cleaner attendant, or any male who is a practical Catholic.  
I have never understood why Knights will not ask men at mass 
to join our Order.  You walk into mass and start by saying, “I 
confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done, and in what I have failed to do; through my 
fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; there-
fore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord 
our God.”  So those men you are unwilling to ask are the 
same ones you call a “brother” and have the nerve to pray 
for you.  Yet you aren’t willing to ask them to join a brother-

hood whose sole purpose and mission is to “…build a bridge 
back to faith.  There is much good and necessary work to be 
done in this world, and that’s what Knights do every day.”  
To the Knight who says, “I don’t know what to talk about when 
asking men to join.” the answer is simple.  Talk about your 
positive experience in the Knights. Why did you join?  What 
keeps you active?  Basically, speak from the heart.  There is 
no specific script.  Be honest and open for there is no wrong 
answer.  However, you have to approach the topic of conversa-
tion by asking.  
So, what are you going to do during the next 90 days?  Hope-
fully, you will ask three Catholic men to join an organization 
that stands in support of the fundamentals of our faith, Holy 
Father, Bishops, and Priests. 

Membership Challenge
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How Important is Your Council to You?

Would you like to see your Council 
called up at the end of the Fraternal 
Year during the Florida State 
Convention and receive awards for 

its accomplishments?
Well, You Can!  All you need to do is fill out all 

the necessary forms and submit them when they 
are due to Supreme and your District Deputy and 
send me a copy to Bob.Dytkowski@bellsouth.net 
for the State copy. Here are the forms and when 
they are due. If you have not sent the #365, #185 
and the #1295 please do so as soon as possible. 

 Please be sure to state: Council # and Form # 
in subject line. 

• January 31st- Form #1728 Survey of 
Fraternal Activity 

•  June 30th -Form 185 Annual report of 
Officers

• June 30th - Form SP-7 Columbia Award 
Application

• June 30th- Form 2863- RSVP an Plaque 
Application

• August 15th- Form 365 Service Program 
Personnel Report

• August 15th and Feb 15th- Semi-Annual 
Audit From 1295

 Then there are the Programs for youths.
Free Throw Championship, Soccer Challenge, 

Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest, KofC Poster 
Contest, Coats for Kids, Global Wheelchair 
Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Family of the 
Month, Family of the Year, Knight of the Year, 
March for Life, Special Olympics, Ultrasound 
Application and presentation.

All these forms can be found on the Officers 
Online section of www.kofc.org.

Every Council is responsible for completing 
the appropriate reports and sending them to their 
respective District/Jurisdiction.  

By Robert J. Dytkowski, Awards/Forms Director

Navigating the New State Website

Figure 1

www.kofc.org
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This is the first in a series of articles about 
working with our new Florida K of C 
Website. My name is Dan Smedile, State 
Financial Secretary Trainer. The new site 

is a powerful and comprehensive tool meant for 
every Knight to use, but it presents a problem to 
many of us because it’s new. I hope these articles 
will help solve that problem.

The new website is located at www.floridakofc.
org and presents the “Home” page in the top 
section of Figure 1 (below). Now, rest there a 
while, and become familiar with this page. Click 
on each of the 8 links located to the left of the 
gold “Member Log In” button to see what’s living 
behind them. Notice that you are not yet logged 
on, so these links are available 
to the general public. Also 
hover over the 9 links in the 
blue ribbon to see what they 
are hiding.

Log in by clicking the gold 
“Member Log In” button. 
Enter your “Username” and 
“Password” then click the 
blue “Sign In” button. If 
this is your first visit there 
is a gray shaded box with 
instructions on gaining access 
(Red Arrow). See Figure1.
Options Menu -Figure 2

The “Options” menu 
consists of twelve blue buttons 
and one red button. Each 
button is a portal to different 
areas of the website. Please 
review these buttons, and for 
the most part you will find 
that they are self-explanatory.  
These thirteen vertical buttons 
will be accessible from all the 
areas of this website enabling 
you to go to different areas 
without the need to revisit the 
Account Dashboard Options 

menu screen. You can also drag and drop a photo 
of yourself in the dotted line box.
My Profile -Figure 3

Clicking the second blue button opens your 
own personal information page. This is the place 
to edit your personal information. If this is the first 
time you are logging on, please check the spelling 
of your name, and now is the time to change your 
password if you want to. You can record your 
spouse’s name, update your email address, phone 
number or home address. 

Some of this information is used to generate your 
contact information that is found in the “Member 
Search” section of the “Member Directory” portal. 

If you have changed anything on this page or 
inserted a picture (Red Arrow) 
press the green “Save My 
Profile” before you leave this 
page. 
Convention Registration

The “Convention 
Registration” screen is 
especially important for each 
individual member attending 
the convention to fill out 
completely. That means each 
attending member must log 
onto the website and click the 
“Convention Registration” 
button in the “Options” menu.

Step 1: “Verify Your 
Information” is extremely 
important. Email and phone 
numbers are required, and the 
user must select the correct 
“Organizational Role” as 
many members have more 
than one (such as officer 
in both a Council and an 
Assembly). Organizational 
Roles affects the options 
available for “Registration 
Status”. Registration status of 
a Delegate is available only 

Figure 2

www.floridakofc.org
www.floridakofc.org
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if the member appears on the submitted Election 
of Delegates form and has the "Yes" box check 
in the Attending column. This form is located 

in “Division Management” portal in one of the 
following sections.

Figure 3
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The month of September marks several 
significant historical events that have 
shaped our great nation including 
the defense of Fort McHenry on 14 

September 1814, during which our national 
anthem was composed and, of course, the 11 
September attack on our nation in 2001.  

But I would be particularly remiss if I failed 
to mention that 75 years ago, the greatest and 
most destructive war ever fought ended with the 
surrender of the Japanese Empire on the decks of 
the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay on 2 September 
1945.  Our victory 
in that terrible war 
is a tribute to the 
greatest American 
generation, the 
men and women 
who served our 
great nation and 
their families for 
whom no task was 
too difficult, no 
sacrifice too great 
for the preservation 
of our freedom and 
way of life.  God 
bless them all!

For now, I will 
focus my remarks on the all-important concept 
of family, perhaps the most important aspect of 
our faith and culture.  I concluded a long time 
ago having worked with men of all nationalities, 
colors, ethnicities, religions and the like over 50 
years in the Army and the defense industry, that 
family and its impact on a young person and 
society as a whole, is our nation’s single greatest 
“force multiplier.”  The absence of family and 
the influence it has on our young is a ticket to 
individual and national failure.

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 

Nativity of Mary, or the Birth of the Virgin Mary, 
refers to a Christian feast day celebrating the birth 
of Mary, mother of Jesus.  In the case of saints, 
the Church commemorates their date of death, 
with Saint John the Baptist and the Virgin Mary 
as the few whose birth dates are commemorated.  
Tradition celebrates the event as a liturgical feast 
on 8 September, nine months after the solemnity 
of her Immaculate Conception, celebrated on 8 
December.  

It was the Nativity of our Virgin Mother that led 
me to focus my remarks on the family this month 

and to emphasize 
its importance 
to us as men and 
to the success of 
our church, our 
community, and our 
country.

In human society, 
a family is a group 
of people related by 
birth or marriage.  
Its purpose is 
to maintain the 
well-being of its 
members and of 
society.  Ideally, 
families offer 

predictability, structure, and safety as members 
mature and participate in the community.  In most 
societies, it is within families that children acquire 
socialization for life outside the family.  

Additionally, as the basic unit for meeting 
the basic needs of its members, it provides a 
sense of boundaries for performing tasks in a 
safe environment, ideally builds a person into a 
functional adult, transmits culture, and ensures 
continuity of humankind with precedents of 
knowledge.  It goes without saying, that the family 
is also an important economic unit.  

The Presence of a Father and Mother
By Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso, Jr. Council 14084
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One of the primary functions of the family 
involves providing a framework for the production 
and reproduction of persons biologically and 
socially.  This occurs through the sharing of 
material substances such as food; the giving and 
receiving of care and nurture and obligations; and 
moral and sentimental ties.  Thus, one's experience 
of family shifts over time.  

From the perspective of children, the family is a 
"family of orientation;" the family serves to locate 
children socially and plays a major role in their 
enculturation and socialization.  From the point 
of view of the parents, the family is a "family of 
procreation", the goal of which is to produce, 
enculturate and socialize children that ultimately 
benefits the community and society. 

As a boy growing up in the Bronx and 
Westchester County areas of New York in the 
50s and 60s, one thing was certain, family was 
ultimately the critical variable between success 
and failure for any young person seeking to excel 
in life.  In those times, like today, the presence of 
a respected Father and a loving Mother focused 
on their children’s development meant everything.  
Material wealth is a distant second to the love, 
encouragement, guidance, and overall support that 

two wonderful parents provide their children, and 
it never stops being important.  

Our nation today is besieged by those from 
within who in large measure did not have the 
benefit of two loving parents.  They are lost, 
under-educated, ignorant of our history, traditions, 
culture, work ethic, and concepts of service.  There 
is seemingly little hope for them.  

But as Knights and responsible citizens, we 
must do what we can to positively influence the 
young regardless of their ethnicity, color, religion, 
or current lot in life.  We can and must make a 
difference.

Let us as men with the Virgin Mother uppermost 
in our minds, continue to commit our efforts to our 
respective families and be a positive influence on 
society.  In doing so, we can guarantee the future 
of our country as our God intended it to be.  God 
Bless!
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Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter 

How To Write An Article 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How

INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email

o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not

format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council

o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?

• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month

o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each

Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue

• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing

something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
• Open Districts 19,21-28,31-32

o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team 
How to Write for the Invocation 

Marketing Department Information

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/87730/2020_KofC_FSC_ORGMeetingMarketingPresentation.pdf
https://kofcfraternal.mymarketingbench.com/catalog/ListItems.epm?cid=-1&vm=carousel&searchMode=true&skw=public%20relations
https://1drv.ms/w/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgdJKn2rjvRlHjBewVQ?e=xW0n0Q
https://www.floridakofc.org/Marketing
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgbQarWnyuHQ6tbYuSg?e=bCm4aq
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Below are some important links for council communications
CLICK HERE for member communications tools

CLICK HERE for remote meetings tools

CLICK HERE for remote voting tools

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYw_wtyxI1WTX6yAg?e=NBxzoT
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYxHDgyGFT5BgXrGA?e=CYcHaO
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYyLkdfjA0cUGRy8Q?e=vaBd8g
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Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffe changes for 2019-20

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21OfficialRulesforRaffleProgram.pdf
https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21RaffleChanges.pdf
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, 
and perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue = 
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice

Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show 
allegiance to our country.

The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.
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EL CONSEJO HISPANO PARLANTE MÁS 
DESTACADO DEL AÑO FRATERNAL 

2019-2020 fue el Consejo 13654 de Miami Beach 
qué recluto 63 nuevos miembros y obtuvo el 
Premio Consejo Estrella con 630% de su cuota de 
membresía. Felicitaciones al Gran Caballero 
Manuel U. Magaldi y el Diputado de Distrito 
Gustavo Navarro por su liderazgo y por el 
crecimiento de la membresía en su Consejo y 
nuestra Orden.  

Un total de 49 consejos de habla hispana 
alcanzaron el 100% o más de su cuota de 
crecimiento de membresía. La lista de estos 
consejos aparece debajo. 

 
# de 
Consejo 

 
Ciudad 

 
Jurisdicción  

Membresía  
Cuota 
Alcanzada 
(%) 

Membresía  
Ganada 
(YTD) 

13654 
Miami 
Beach Florida 630.00% 63 

16980 
Pompano 
Beach Florida 625.00% 25 

17167 Salinas California 550.00% 22 
14724 Indianapolis Indiana 450.00% 18 
15620 Vacaville California 450.00% 18 
17037 Vallejo California 425.00% 17 
02132 Ontario California 325.00% 13 
13043 Springfield Massachusetts 300.00% 12 

17038 
Los 
Angeles California 275.00% 11 

17329 Chino California 275.00% 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PAUTAS PARA EL 
CONSEJO HISPANO 

 

 

 Envía una fotografía que muestre la vitalidad 
de la actividad de reclutamiento o de servicio 
a la comunidad junto con un breve relato de 
esta al correo electrónico 
misionfraternal@kofc.org para compartirlo 
en nuestro boletín mensual.   

Septiembre 2020 

Los Caballeros Giuseppe Satiro, Arturo Fuentes, Luis 
Villegas, Nelkis y Manuel Jiménez en una actividad en 

Harrisburg; Alimentando al hambriento. 

 

Camioneta pick up donada al Padre Reyes de San 
Francisco Harrisburg, PA. por los Caballeros 

Giuseppe Satiro, Arturo Fuentes y Luis Villegas. 
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AYÚDANOS A SERVIRLE MEJOR A 

NUESTROS MIEMBROS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NUEVOS CONSEJOS 
 
 

Consejo#17540- “St. Procopius”; Chicago, IL 
Consejo#17545- “San Bernardino de Siena” Suitland, MD 
 
 

REACTIVACIÓN  
Consejo #12469- “St. Dismas”; Shelbyville, TN 
 

 

LISTA DE COORDINADORES DEL 
SUPREMO 

 

José Jiménez 
Vicepresidente- Crecimiento de la Membresía 

Hispana y Étnica 
Jose.jimenez@kofc.org 

(203) 800-4930 
 

Luis F. Guevara 
Director para Latinoamérica 

Luis.guevara@kofc.org 
(203) 752-4673 

 

Marty Yzaguirre 
Coordinador- Desarrollo Hispano 

Marty.yzaguirre@kofc.org 
(203) 645-3336 

 

Chris González 
Coordinador- del Desarrollo Hispano 

Chris.gonzalez@kofc.org 
(203) 535-8591 

 
José “Pona” Magana 

Coordinador del Desarrollo Hispano 
Pona.magana@kofc.org 

(203) 4030-7863 
 

Cecilia Castillo 
Asistente Administrativa 
cecilia.castillo@kofc.org 

 
 

*ASISTENCIA EN ESPAÑOL – 
Departamento de Misión Fraternal 

(203) 752-4270  Opción #4 
misionfraternal@kofc.org 

 

Preguntas para el miembro del Consejo 
Hispanohablante 

1. ¿Qué fue lo que más le interesó para 
decidirse a unirse a Caballeros de 
Colón? 

2. ¿Qué programa específico cree que ha 
contribuido a su crecimiento 
espiritual? 

3. ¿Muestra su consejo una hermandad 
fraternal entre sus miembros? 

4. ¿Qué le gustaría ver más de Caballeros 
de Colón? 

5. ¿Está involucrada su familia en las 
actividades de su consejo? 

6. ¿Sabía usted que como miembro tiene 
acceso a beneficios fraternales, 
incluido un seguro de vida? 

7. ¿Se ha reunido con su agente de 
seguros para conocer sus beneficios 
fraternales? 

8. ¿En qué actividades le gustaría ver más 
participación por parte de su consejo? 

9. Si pudiera mejorar algo en su consejo, 
¿qué sería? 

10. ¿Cuál sería el cambio más profundo en 
usted desde que se unió a Caballeros 
de Colón? 
 

Favor de enviar sus respuestas al correo 
electrónico misionnfraternal@kofc.org 
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD

pmkoppie@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com 

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Jorge Ibacache 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring
steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak   esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor  Scott@engage360.us 
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com  Districts 49-61 
John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins  tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com  Districts 33-48

Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87
Harry Rother    Photographer  Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

