
AUGUST 2020

Flagler Beach  
Honors 9/11 Victims



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 2

INVOCATION

In honor of the almost 3,000 people killed 
in the September 11, 2020 terrorist attacks, 
Knights of Columbus Notre Dame Council # 
10514 held their eighteenth September 11th 

Remembrance Ceremony at the Flagler Beach 
Pier. The program was well attended in spite of 
the threat of rain.

Program Chairman for the event was PGK 
and District Deputy, Kevin Ryan. DD Ryan gave 
a moving testimony on Fr. Mychal Judge with 
whom he was personally acquainted. Fr. Judge was 
struck and killed by falling debris from the World 
Trade Center Towers as he was administering Last 
Rites to those seriously injured in the attack. He 
is officially listed as Victim 0001. The photo of  
Fr. Judge’s body being carried from the rubble 
of the World Trade Center is "considered an 
American Pietà."

The ceremony was made possible because of 
the tremendous co-operation and support from the 
City of Flagler Beach and Flagler County Sheriff's 

Dept. Flagler County Sheriff Rick Staley gave a 
brief presentation on the significance of citizens 
remembering those heroes of 9-11. Fr. Manny 
Lopez, Council Chaplain and Pastor of Santa Maria 
del Mar Church offered prayers, benediction, and 
closing prayers for the ceremony.

The Corpus Christi Assembly 2810 Fourth 
Degree Color Corp members lead a procession on 
the Flagler Pier carrying the American Flag, the 
Papal Flag, as well as the Knights of Columbus 
Ceremonial Flag.  Faithful Navigator Guy Deluca 
was present in full military dress for the occasion. 
He was accompanied by other retired uniformed 
members of the New York City Police and Fire 
Departments. They were followed in procession 
by KofC council and assembly officers, KofC 
members, local dignitaries, police officers, 
firefighters, and other first responders.

The ceremony was made possible because of 
the tremendous co-operation and support from the 
City of Flagler Beach and Flagler County Sheriff's 

In Their Honor
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Dept. Numerous city and county officials were 
present to support the event. These dignitaries, 
members of the Knights of Columbus and other 
citizens of the community represented our heroes 
by tossing roses into the ocean in memory of those 
that lost their lives on this date in 2001.

Participants processed from Flagler Pier, led 
by the Fourth Degree Color Corp and escorted by 
the Flagler Beach Police Dept., to Santa Maria del 
Mar Church.  A special Blue Mass was celebrated 
at Santa Maria del Mar Catholic Church by Msr. 
Michael Servinsky.

Mary LaFort, 63, a survivor of the 9/11 attack, 
attends a ceremony with her husband every year. 
"I was in the World Trade Center on 9/11," said 
the Palm Coast resident. "I went shopping after I 
got off the train and there was a long line. I said, 
'Oh, I better get out of this line or I won't make it 
to work.' And that's why I'm alive. I worked across 
the street from the World Trade Center."

LaFort said her husband Jack called her after 
hearing about the first plane crash on the radio.

"I got to my desk and my husband called and 
said 'Mary, a plane hit the World Trade Center,'" 
said LaFort. "He said it's not a joke. When I felt 
the other one hit us I went to the ladies room and 
filled up my water bottle. Then I schlepped down 
43 flights of stairs. I made it on the last ferry to 
Staten Island."

Surviving such a traumatic experience gave the 
LaForts a new perspective on life.

"We're going to enjoy the day, enjoy life and 
do things that make us happy," said Mary LaFort. 

Flagler Beach Mayor Linda Provencher said it’s 
important that citizens never forget the sacrifices 
made on that day.

"We do this every year so we never forget," she 
said. "We always honor those who died and the 
first responders who helped that day."
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This October 31st, we are invited to 
witness the very first American born 
parish priest to be elevated to the 
statis of “Blessed” one step away from 

canonization.  Did you ever wonder how a person 
becomes a Saint?  In the case of Fr. McGivney, 
his cause for canonization was opened more than 
23 years ago, he was declared venerable by the 
Vatican in 2008.  

Fr. McGivney’s cause was opened on December 
18, 1997, in the Archdiocese of Hartford, with 
the Knights of Columbus serving as the “actor” 
or prime supporter.  The person in charge of 
researching the cause was Dominican Father 
Gabriel O’Donnell.   

Fr. O’Donnell compiled 
a deeply researched and 
highly footnoted report 
called the “positio” which 
drew from historical 
evidence attesting to Fr. 
McGivney’s holiness and 
virtue.  After the document 
was carefully reviewed 
and approved at the 
archdiocesan level, “the 
position was sent to the 
Vatican and on March 15, 
2008, Pope Benedict XVI 
declared Fr. McGivney 
a “Venerable Servant of 
God,” which recognized 
that he exercised the 
theological and cardinal 
virtues to a heroic degree.”

Fr. McGivney has 
been credited for the 
intercession on behalf of 
thousands of peoples lives, many favors have been 
attributed to things related to the causes he was 
concerned with during his earthly ministry.  These 
favors include the following categories which can 

be found in the McGivney 
Guild:

1. Employment – Fr. 
McGivney’s parishioners 
looked to him for 
guidance and support at 
a time when jobs were 
scarce and especially 
so for the immigrant.  
Many today receive help 
when they have lost jobs 
or are seeking a better 
occupation.

2. Substance abuse – Fr. McGivney founded 
a “total abstinence” society to help combat the 

high rate of alcoholism in 
the immigrant population.  
Today, many now find help 
or relief through praying to 
Fr. McGivney and asking for 
his intercession. 

3. Family life and 
reconciliation – Fr. McGivney 
was often involved in 
helping immigrant families 
who were experiencing 
divisions, today, many 
families struggling with 
the possibility of divorce 
have received help after 
praying for Fr. McGivney’s 
intercession.

4. Returning to 
the Faith – Fr. McGivney 
founded the Order in part, to 
keep men from leaving the 
Catholic Church to join anti-
Catholic secret societies.  

Today, many Catholics receive favors when calling 
upon him to help their fallen-away children return 
to Mass.

On May 27, 2020 the Vatican announced that 

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor

Celebrating Fr. McGivney's Beatification
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His Holiness Pope Francis had approved the 
promulgation of a decree recognizing a miracle 
attributed to the intercession of the Venerable 
Servant of God, Father Michael J. McGivney, the 
miracle attributed to his cause came in the form 
of a medical miracle, when Brother Knight Daniel 
Schachle, a field agent and his wife learned that 
their unborn child had a rare disorder which most 
likely would result in the child’s death.  The prayers 
to Fr. McGivney, for his intercession resulted in the 
child, who is named Michael McGivney Schachle, 
enjoying life now 5 years old.  

The final step for canonization is one more 
miracle attributed to Fr. McGivney’s intercession.  
Who knows, it could be your miracle.  Please 
continue to pray for Fr. McGivney’s intercession 

for you and your family’s needs, if you believe he 
has granted a favor, please write to the McGivney 
Guild with your story.

Why not make this October a celebration every 
day, of the amazing event that is about to occur, 
let us show Fr. McGivney that we believe in his 
cause; let us all go out and evangelize the faith, 
recruit all who will listen to our call, and who 
will join us in building up His body, which is the 
Church.  

If we all work on bringing in just one new 
member this month, we can and will make a 
difference, Fr. McGivney will only be beatified one 
time – lets make every effort to use this opportunity 
and offer membership to every eligible man.

The City of Edgewater organized the first 
Farm Share event to feed the needy on 
Friday, September 25.  The event was 
organized by Edgewater Councilman 

and PGK, Gary Conroy.  Council members 
and spouses from Fr. Downey Council 4934 
(Sacred Heart, New Smyrna Beach) assisted with 
packaging and distribution of food to the needy.

The event was held in the 
parking lot of St. Gerard’s 
Mission Church in Edgewater.  
Distribution began at 10 a.m.  
By that time, vehicles were 
already lined up close to a half 
mile waiting to pick up food.

Conroy indicated that the 
city was going to try and have 
events like this every three 
months, alternating between 
Farm Share and Second 
Harvest.

Council 4934 Assists at Farm Share
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As election day in our country 
approaches, people have been asking 
me to provide some guidance as they 
consider the candidates and ponder 

their votes. While I can’t endorse any candidates, 
I can provide some education and information to 
help inform one’s choices. 

The U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops issued 
a comprehensive voter education guide entitled, 
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A 
Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States.” 

Adopted in 2007, it has been updated. In the new 
introductory letter of the U.S. Catholic bishops 
at their Meeting last November, there is this key 
statement: “The threat of abortion remains our 
preeminent priority because it directly attacks life 
itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary 
of the family, and because of the number of lives 
destroyed.” The full text of Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship, including the new 
introductory letter, is available online at usccb.org.

The emphasis on abortion as our “preeminent 
priority” is timely, not only as we approach the 2020 
election, but also because October is designated by 
the U.S. Catholic Bishops as Respect Life Month. 
This year’s Respect Life theme is, “Live the Gospel 
of Life.” This reference recalls the prophetic papal 
encyclical “Evangelium Vitae” (The Gospel of 
Life), by Pope St. John Paul in 1995, to reaffirm 
the value and inviolability of every human life and 
appeal to all people to respect, protect, love, and 
serve every human life. 

With specific reference to abortion laws and 
voting, St. John Paul wrote, “In the case of an 
intrinsically unjust law, such as a law permitting 
abortion or euthanasia, it is therefore never licit to 
obey it, or to take part in a propaganda campaign 
in favor of such a law, or vote for it.”

Pope Francis has called abortion a “very grave 
sin” and a “horrendous crime.” He indicated that 

he agreed with the U.S. 
bishops “identifying the 
protection of the unborn 
as a preeminent priority.” 
Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann of Kansas City, 
Kansas, and Chairman 
of the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops Committee for 
Pro-Life Activities, in 
a visit with the Holy 
Father last January, said 
that Pope Francis was 
“stunned” when told that 
an estimated 61 million abortions have taken place 
in the United States since 1973, when the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision made the 
procedure legal.

To say that an issue is “preeminent” does not 
mean that it is the only issue, but that it surpasses 
all others in importance. It is preeminent in that it 
is the basic human right on which all other rights 
depend. if a baby is killed before birth, that person 
won’t be able to exercise any other human rights.

The Church has always affirmed the moral 
evil of abortion. Vatican II affirmed that direct 
abortion, willed either as an end or a means, is 
gravely contrary to the moral law, saying, “Life 
must be protected with the utmost care from the 
moment of conception: abortion and infanticide 
are abominable crimes.” (Vatican II, Gaudium et 
Spes, #51).

Over the last fifty years, abortion has become 
a defining issue, very much as slavery was the 
defining issue during the time of Abraham Lincoln 
in the 19th century. Then, in the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates and speeches of other politicians, that 
issue consumed people’s attention and defined 
their political priorities. So, where do today’s 
political parties and the major candidates stand on 
abortion, the preeminent issue of our time?

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

Making an Informed Choice
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The 2020 Democrat’s Party Platform states 
that they unequivocally believe that every woman 
should be able to “access safe and legal abortion.” 
They also pledge to “restore federal funding for 
Planned Parenthood,” the largest single provider 
of abortions in the U.S.; and they wish to repeal 
the 1976 Hyde Amendment, which, has prohibited 
using federal funds to pay for abortions except in 
the rare cases to save the life of the mother, or if 
the pregnancy arises from incest or rape. Their 
platform also pledges to appoint Supreme Court 
justices and federal judges who will uphold Roe 
v. Wade.

Their candidates for president and vice-
president, support their Party Platform promoting 
abortion, and calling for the use of federal 

taxpayer funding of abortion and the appointment 
of pro-abortion judges. They pledge to restore 
the Obama-Biden policy that mandates churches, 
businesses, colleges, and even religious orders 
to provide coverage for abortion pills in their 
employees’ health insurance plans.

The Republican National Committee issued 
a resolution stating that, due to constraints as a 
result of the coronavirus pandemic, they would 
not issue a new party platform. Instead, the 2016 
Party Platform would remain intact. In it, they 
“assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that 
the unborn child has a fundamental right to life 
which cannot be infringed.” 

They “oppose the use of public funds to perform 
or promote abortion, or to fund organizations, 
like Planned Parenthood, that provide or refer for 
elective abortions or sell fetal body parts rather 
than provide healthcare.” They also “support the 
appointment of judges who respect traditional 
family values and the sanctity of innocent human 
life.” Its candidates for president and vice-
president promote laws that restrict abortion, 
oppose federal funding for abortions, and support 
the appointment of judges who respect the life of 
the unborn.  

But not all candidates follow their respective 
party’s platform. Before you cast your ballot, find 
out where each candidate stands on critical life-
related issues, such as abortion, or using taxpayer 
money to fund or promote abortion; respecting 
that churches, businesses, colleges, hospitals, and 
religious orders do not have to provide abortion-
inducing drugs in their employees’ health insurance 
plans; appointing judges who respect the life of 
unborn babies; and physician-assisted suicide.

Our nation’s politics present us with 
opportunities and challenges. We are a nation 
founded on ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness;’ but that right to life itself isn’t yet fully 
protected, especially for the unborn, the terminally 
ill, and the elderly, -- the most vulnerable members 
of the American family. Vivat Jesus!
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Heavenly King Comforter

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM, and by 
the way his last name means singer of the 
Mass, quotes, in his book entitled, "To 
Love The Church As Christ Did",  the 

great Eastern Father of the Church, St. Gregory 
the Great in this way: "Scripture...grows with 
those who read it". This sentence is understood as 
those who read it and live it. Within Scripture are 
given to us the elements of living the Scripture in 
our daily lives.

Fr. Cantalamessa states from the start that it 
is the Holy Spirit who enlivens Scripture. Yes, 
it is the Holy Spirit who Inspired the writings of 
Scripture by the Apostles. 

Thus, the title of my article. Fr. Cantalamessa 
states the "Holy Spirit renews and perennially 
enlivens the Mysteries (Sacraments) and new 
institutions which Jesus created. The Holy Spirit 
does not do new things but makes all things new. 
This sentence about the Holy Spirit is a very 
important sentence that shapes our ministry.

The Eastern Church has always held the Holy 
Spirit in high regard in its Services and Liturgies. 
Before the Divine Liturgy begins, the priest and 
Deacon have a dialogue and they begin with the 
invocation to the Holy Spirit, since He is the 
Director of the Liturgy and the Consecrator of 
the Eucharist.  Only after the invocation to the 
Holy Spirit which is " Heavenly King, Comforter, 
Spirit of Truth, everywhere Present, filling all 
things,, come and dwell within us, cleanse us of 
all stain, and save our souls o gracious One" does 
the Deacon say to the priest " Master it is time 
for the Lord to act, give the blessing"! The priest 
kisses the Altar, says, "O Lord, open my mouth 
and my lips will declare your praise", and intones 
the blessing for the Divine Liturgy.

Remember, again that very important sentence, 
the Holy spirit does not "do new things" but 
"makes all things new". Therefore, the Divine 
Liturgy (Mass) is the real Passion and Death of 

Jesus on the Cross and the 
real Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the tomb.  The 
Eucharist Consecrated by 
the Holy Spirit is the real 
Body and Blood of Christ 
as He offered it at the Last 
Supper

In the same way, our 
Baptism and Chrismation 
(Confirmation) is the 
same as the Apostles, 
when they received the 
Holy Spirit and when 
Jesus commissioned them and us in His Ascension 
to teach all Nations. But in that message of 
proclaiming the Name of Jesus we must not teach 
"new things", but to make "all things new" by the 
Holy Spirit within each one of us.

It is important then, to depend on the Holy 
Spirit for guidance and Truth and listen to Him in 
our preaching and witnessing the Word of God.

We should pray to the Holy Spirit every morning 
for support in witnessing to Jesus as we move 
through the day. The Knights have a beautiful 
book of prayers entitled " Daily Meditations 
with the Holy Spirit". I use it every morning and 
evening. Please get a copy if you do not have it. 
With the world today that is being set on fire by 
hatred, we must, each of us, pray to the Holy Spirit 
and to light the world on fire with His Love for 
each other.

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

Former State Chaplain  
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
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By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and the first commandment. 
The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” (Gospel for Oct. 25, Mt 22:37-39)

The connection between these two 
commandments is unmistakable: We 
must love both God and our neighbor. 
They are in keeping with the “new 

commandment” that Jesus gave us at the Last 
Supper: “Love one another as I love you” (Jn 
15:12). What does it mean to “love one another” as 
Christ has loved us? Jesus further told his disciples 
at the Last Supper, “No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 
15:13). May we lay down our lives daily in love of 
God and neighbor.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to make a small 
financial sacrifice (such as forgoing a daily cup 
of coffee, a subscription to a streaming service or 
eating out one night) and donate the money you 
save to the poor. Second, I challenge you to show 
your love for your neighbors by participating in 
the Faith in Action Coats for Kids program with 
your council.
Questions for Reflection:

What are some specific ways you can love God 
with your heart, your soul and you mind? How 
does laying down your life for another show you 
love them? What are some small, everyday ways 
you can lay down your life for God and others?

Prince of Peace Council 8791 of Ormond Beach hosted the first parish Blood Drive of the new Fraternal Year with "One Blood" 
before and after all Sunday Masses on September 6.  The two previous scheduled drives were cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
but Council Knights picked up where they left off last year, hosting the drive in the smaller bus with only two blood draw stations and 
increased safety measures, providing critically needed blood for our community. 
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I hope everyone is staying healthy and safe. 
We are in need of your help. With a lot of 
new Grand Knights now installed we need 
to make sure we are giving them all of our 

support to make sure their transitions are going 
smoothly. We all know that the first few months 
of being a Grand Knight can be stressful. Supreme 
has set up plenty of training modules for all new 
officers that are very helpful. Please try and take 
as many of these training modules as you can.

Now the work needs to be done. We have 
started off slow in membership, Programs, and 
Charities. They all work together to make a great 
council. Great programs help membership which 
in turn help the charitable work of the Knights of 
Columbus. We have been in a strange pandemic 
now for 6 months. That is plenty of time to come 
up with a plan to make our councils stronger. We 
can not continue to use the pandemic as an excuse 
for not doing what Father McGivney started. 
Next month when Father McGivney is being 
beatified, we need to work harder to continue the 
growth of the order. Not just in membership but 

in our charitable work and 
growing stronger in our 
faith. This is the time we 
need to stand together and 
help our neighbor.

Every Thursday we 
have a virtual degree that 
our Vice Membership 
Director organizes and 
keeps track of everyone 
that takes the degree. 
He works very hard to 
organize the degrees and 
that the councils Financial 
Secretary are notified when a candidate has 
completed the degree. Please continue to recruit 
new members so our order can grow and to thank 
Jorge for the great job he is doing. Remember that 
any State Officer or Director in your area would be 
more then happy to attend any district or regional 
meetings. 

State Secretary  
Robert Urrutia

By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

Growing Our Order

Prince of Peace Council 8791 of Ormond Beach 
recently presented a check with proceeds from 
the previous Fraternal Year Citizens With Dis-
abilities (CWD) Campaign to The Arc of Volusia 
on Wednesday, Sept. 9.
The Arc of Volusia was started in 1962 by a 
group of Daytona Beach parents to provide 
unique opportunities for hope, growth, and 
change to adults with intellectual disabilities in 
our community. 

The original check for the Arc, which re-opened 
on August 31st, was mailed due to restrictions 
imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Council's Campaign, although shortened by 2 
weekends due to COVID, raised $6,260 which 
was distributed to Florida, Special Olympics, 
The Arc of Volusia, and 5 area elementary and 
middle schools Exceptional Student Education 
Programs.  The Council CWD Program supports 
those with intellectual disabilities of all ages in 
our community.



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 11

INVOCATION

Every year during both 40 Days For 
Life and Lent, Christ Our Redeemer 
Council 13527 conducts vigils outside 
the abortion clinic in Pensacola, FL. The 

Coalition For Life in Pensacola coordinates dates 
for the various willing Catholic and non-Catholic 
parishes in the area to maintain a vigil outside 
American Family Planning clinic. Council 13527 
spearheads its parish effort which is three days, 
from 6 AM to 6 PM, during this period.

Our method is to remain outside clinic property, 
maintaining a quiet vigil of prayer and showing 
concern for the mothers who go into the clinic. 
Trained sidewalk advocates are often available 
and we have information for any mothers who 
might change their mind about the procedure. 
Many Rosaries and Divine Mercy Chaplets are 
prayed. People far and wide stop by and join in. 
Our members drive an hour and a half to get to 
the clinic.

It also can get interesting. One Saturday 
afternoon, I arrived  to find quite a commotion. 
Other groups are not as prayerful and quiet as 
we are. One group had a loudspeaker and rather 
disturbing signs and ugly pictures. While their 
hearts are truly concerned with protecting the 
unborn, their methods are rather confrontational 

and loud. As you might expect, there are no 
“turnarounds” in this environment. But there was 
even more going on this day.

Also present was a small group of “counter 
protesters” with pro abortion signs. These were 
young girls and a  vocal young man who seemed 
to need some love and understanding rather than 
confrontation. According to Dave Halupowski, 
Council 13527 Life Director, the clinic, which 
had been closed for over six months, now operates 
7 days a week and has three doctors conducting 
abortions. Our prayers are needed but so are our 
non-judgmental actions. 

Supporting 40 Days for Life
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When Matthew Knee, executive 
director, Catholic Charities of 
Northwest Florida learned that 
Knights and several Men’s Groups 

from Slidell, La., were planning to serve hot 
meals in storm-damaged Pensacola on Saturday, 
he put out a call to Florida Knights for manpower 
assistance. 

Matt’s request went out on Friday, and by 
Saturday morning, nearly seventy knights and 
family members from Pensacola to as far east as 
Madison responded to the call.  Councils from 
Tallahassee, Milton, Niceville and Fort Walton 
Beach joined Knights from the Pensacola area 
and Slidell at St. Anne’s parish in Belleview 
to distribute 6,500 hot meals over two days to 
residents affected by Hurricane Sally last week. 

Because need and the response from the 
local community was much greater than they 

had anticipated, Catholic Charities purchased 
additional food to supplement the large demand.   

When they closed up on Sunday, the group had 
distributed 8,900 meals, to include 750 meals to 
first responders, 500 meals to assist the Salvation 
Army and Red Cross which had run out of food 
at their location, and 500 meals delivered to an 
assisted living facility.  

Knights also assisted Catholic Charities’ 
distribution of ice, water, paper goods, disposable 
diapers and other necessities needed by the many 
without power or water.

According to Father Edward Grice, pastor of St. 
Margaret Mary parish in Slidell, Knights, Men’s 
Group members and family members from his 
parish, as well as Our Lady of Lourdes. St. Luke’s 
and St. Pope John Paul II High School made the 
trip to Pensacola in response to New Orleans 
Archbishop Gregory Michael Aymond’s charge to 

Florida Knights Feed the Hungry
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“go where there’s the greatest need.”   
The Slidell group had previously 

partnered with Catholic Charities, the 
Knights and St. Dominic’s Catholic 
Church to serve hot meals in the Panama 
City area following Hurricane Michael in 
2018.

Bill Borchert of Slidell has headed up 
the mobile hot food project for the past 
five years.  Grilling 4,000 lbs. of chicken, 
cooking jambalaya by the barrel, and 
producing take out containers for 
thousands is no simple task, even if you’re 
doing it in your home parish.  Taking it on 
the road requires trailers filled with large 
grilling machines, insulated containers to 
keep hot food hot, hundreds of cans of 
vegetables, assorted supplies, a mobile 
home and a caravan of vehicles for the 
staff that cooks and distributes the food.   

In addition to the Knights and the 
group from Slidell, parishioners from 
St. Anne’s Catholic Church and other 
churches in Pensacola, and students 
from Pensacola Catholic High School 
volunteered to assist in the food and 
supplies distribution.

Every member of the Knights of Columbus 
in the Florida jurisdiction is listed on 
the Florida KofC website.  Financial 

Secretaries update council lists on the Supreme 
and State websites at least quarterly.  To ensure 
your information is correct, please review the 
brief YouTube video link below to confirm that 
your personal information and your preferred 
contact information is correct. 

The 5-minute video describes how to log 
on or gain initial access, and reviews how to 
correct or confirm your personal information.  

Please note that if you are a State, Assembly or 
Council officer, chairman or director, you must 
remain subscribed to the State Council’s email 
list.  Failure to do so will result in you missing 
important communications concerning your 
position and may result in your forfeiture of that 
position. 

Follow the instructions on the video https://
youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs and while you are on 
the site, check out the other good news and 
information is available to you with just a click 
or two. 

Is Your Personal Information Accurate?

https://youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs
https://youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs
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Officially launched in 2005, the Knights 
on Bikes is comprised solely of 
members of the Knights of Columbus 
in any degree (1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th) 

and is the world-wide fraternal group of Catholic 
Christians who enjoy recreational motorcycling.  
Members of the Knights on Bikes must be in good 
standing with their councils/assemblies.  

Members of the Knights on Bikes are dedicated 
to improving the “Biker’s Image,” promoting safety 
and Christian values.  The Knights on Bikes enjoy 
riding their motorcycles to raise the awareness of 
the Knights of Columbus in the Community.  They 
are a family-oriented organization dedicated to 
promoting motorcycle safety and Christian family 
values. 

If you are wondering what makes Knights on 
Bikes so special, the following will explain the 

kind of feelings that we experience when several 
motorcycle-riding brothers collaborate:

• Enjoying camaraderie with different 
brothers of all councils, spreading the faith and 
word of the Lord.

• Being able to visit a brother Knight in 
other councils, cities, states, and being regarded as 
one of the family.

• Riding in parades, visiting nursing homes, 
and reaching out to helping those in most need.

• At the service of the Bishops, Priests and 
Catholic Parishes.

• Raising money for the needy
• Endeavor to organize rallies and parades. 

Who qualifies?
• A member of any Knights of Columbus 

council throughout the world.

Knights on Bikes
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• Must own a motorcycle (of any kind) or 
anticipate owning a bike within 6 months.

• The Knights on Bikes goal is to have 
scheduled rides, visit various Catholic Churches, 
and participate in activities for charitable causes.  
All are welcome to participate.

The Knights on Bikes Florida are having their 
annual convocation in January in Jacksonville, FL.  
If you are interested, we welcome you to attend.  
If you would like more information regarding the 
Knights on Bikes Florida please visit our website:

www.konbfla.com

I have been dubbed a Knight of Columbus by my 
peers:
Don’t know why I waited so many years:
To join this fine Catholic Brotherhood:
Of men who do so much Christian good:
Venerable Father McGivney would shout Amen:
If today he could see his Knighted men:
Around the world, nearly 2 million strong:
Since 1882 when we first came along:
Of the Catholic Church, we are the strong right 
arm:
Committed to keeping mother church from any 
harm:
Into their Council my brothers welcomed me:
With open arms, it was plain to see:
I made my degrees, one through four:
I’m a little too old to go on to more:
Our 3rd degree Council supports our parish with 
pride:
Starting from the inside and going outside:
We remodel, paint and take turns cooking:
Making sure the grounds are always good looking:
We raise money for charities of all kinds:
Urge women aborting to change their minds:
Our insurance program serves children and wives:
Assuring that the family always survives:
Our 4th degree Assembly as a group is smaller:
But our Sir Knights could not stand taller: 
The Master’s sword tapped my shoulder on the 
right:

And at that moment I was named Sir Knight:
I’m privileged and honored to bear this name:
And honor bound never to bring it shame:
The Fourth Degree is a patriotic band:
We pray the rosary, and extend our hand:
To the families of those Knights who pass:
Bringing the Color Corps to their funeral mass:
They appointed me Commander of our Color 
Corps:
It’s an honor that I shall cherish forever more:
At civic events where the flag flies high:  
We salute it whenever we parade on by:
We honor our flag and every vet:
Asking Americans to never forget:
Our national hero’s and all they gave:
For the land of the free, and the home of the brave:
At the V.A. Clinic the treatment can be slow:
So we treat our vets to donuts, and hot cup of Joe:
We are Catholic gentlemen, short or tall:
In service to one, in service to all:
Each Knight does whatever he can:
To lift up and help his fellow man:
Our brothers and sisters, and those around us:
We are the Catholic Knights of Columbus.

By Frank Consentino, Palm Coast Florida 
Notre Dame Council 10514 - Corpus Christi As-
sembly 2810

www.konbfla.com
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Special Olympics Polar Plunge

As I mentioned in my last article, 
we’re trying to make the HOW to get 
involved with Special Olympics (SO) 
easier. We’re trying to keep the “asks” 

for financial donations and program involvement 
focused on just a few key areas to maximize your 
contributions while increasing exposure for the 
Knights. In last month’s article I mentioned how 
your worthy State 
Secretary Rob Uruttia 
has made it easy to be 
involved with a small 
donation of $50 from 
your council. Keep 
reading to see how 
your contribution can 
lead to a big success!

We’re all fully aware 
of the numerous ways 
the covid pandemic 
has impacted how we 
do things. For SO, 
many of their normal 
fundraising activities 
have been suspended 
since large group 
gatherings aren’t allowed. This doesn’t lessen the 
need to support the athletes or their families, so 
SO has adapted and is using virtual fundraising. 
This is where your State Secretary comes in.

You might recall from my previous newsletters 
I’ve suggested that each council support two main 
fundraising events each year using money you’ve 
collected from the Citizens With Disabilities 
campaign. One of the major events should be a 
regional fundraiser while the other should be a SO 
Florida (SOFL) statewide event. SOFL is hosting 
a virtual Polar Plunge with sponsored participants. 
Worthy State Secretary Rob has been taking the 
plunge for years. This year (and I hope for many 
more) councils can take the plunge by going to 
his web page and donating $50. If you don’t want 
to type the URL then email me and I’ll be happy 
to send it to you. At the same time go to your 

regional event and make a donation to their virtual 
plunge. That’s it! For $100/council we can support 
SOFLs many worthwhile programs while creating 
exposure for the Knights. That exposure is crucial 
as it helps lead the way for other organizations and 
individuals to do the same. With over 300 councils 
in Florida this has the potential to be a virtual 
HUGE success. I’ve asked RAs and DDs to help 

me in getting the word 
out and tracking which 
councils participate so 
we can acknowledge 
their contributions.

We’re working with 
some professional 
sports venues (think 
hockey and NASCAR) 
to host Knights of 
Columbus Days. These 
will be fun family 
events where we 
can spend some post 
covid time together 
and a percentage of 
each ticket purchased 
will go to support 

SO. We’re working with other SO partners to be 
creative and have discounted tickets for Knights 
while a set amount also goes to SOFL. Rather than 
just always banging on council doors for more 
money, these will be opportunities to have some 
fun while also supporting SO

Please don’t forget the other opportunities 
for personal involvement- the upcoming bocce 
program and the athlete mentorship program. 
These are ways for Knights to build personal 
relationships with athletes. You won’t be 
disappointed!

As always, may God reward you for your support 
of our special athletes. I welcome any suggestions 
you may have. I can be reached at flkofcdd72@
gmail.com. Vivat Jesus. Pete Chiaravalle, FSC 
Special Olympics Chairman

https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/TR/Plunge/General?px=1033203&pg=personal&fr_id=1385
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Eagle Scout candidate Gil Carter of 
Troup 713 planned during August and 
carried out a beautification project at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church in Lakeland 

during September. The project improved the 
existing Virgin Mary grotto at the church. 

The project included installing a brick walkway 
with a liner to control weeds, settlement and 
mulch erosion.  They assembled and installed 

benches and weeded and cleaned the site.  He 
had conducted fundraising from various sources.  
He enlisted help of other scouts and dads for the 
construction.  

After Gil made a well organized presentation 
before the Council, the Lakeland Knights 
of Columbus Council 10,169 made a major 
contributor to his project.

Council 2112 answered the “Helping 
Hands Call” to provide 500 30 oz. 
water bottles to assist with promoting 
safeguards for Corvid-19. According 

to a report on HavardHealth, staying hydrated is 
important for a variety of reasons, and keeping the 
risk of infections reduced is one of them. 

Hydration also helps in the transmission of 
nutrients to all parts of the body and keeps all 
body tissues and functions running efficiently – a 
pre-requisite for reducing your risk of infections. 
The water bottle donations from our council have 
been well received by our students, teachers and 
administration at Goldsboro Elementary Magnet 
School. 

Many thanks to our Worthy Grand Knight, 

Wothy Officers and Brothers all for saying yes 
to this wonderful “ Helping Hands” Knight 
Community project! Protecting Children and our 
community is our primary objective!

Helping Hands Call

Eagle Scout Project
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Since its addition to the Order’s product 
portfolio in 2000, long-term care (LTC) 
insurance has provided the Knights of 
Columbus with an excellent opportunity 

to further serve members and their families. And, 
for our long-term care policyholders in the United 
States, there’s a bonus. 

It’s called “Provider Pathway,” a program 
offering access to a network of long-term care 
providers at discounted rates. The network 
includes discounts on products, such as hearing 
aids, diabetic supplies, personal emergency 
response systems, durable medical equipment, 
skilled nursing facilities, assisted living, and adult 
daycare. 

Eligibility for participation in this program 
is open to Knights of Columbus long-term care 
insurance policyholders, their spouses, dependent 
children, parents, and parents-in-law. All providers 
are fully credentialed and meet state licensing 
requirements. 

If you haven’t yet spoken with your Agent 
about long-term care insurance, you owe it to 
yourself to do so. There are a few decisions to 
make in choosing a “plan” — a comprehensive 
plan that covers care whether you’re at home or 
in a facility, or one that covers facility only; daily 

benefit amounts, and benefit durations (how much 
and how long it will last); and the length of the 
elimination period (waiting period) before benefits 
kick-in. 

It is also essential that you know our fantastic 
track record of never increasing premiums on 
existing policyholders.  Over the last 20 years, 
almost every insurance company in the industry 
has either raised premiums dramatically or 
just plain got out of the business of doing Long 
Term Care all together.  However, the Knights of 
Columbus has done neither.  Our superior financial 
strength has allowed us to put our members and 
their families first.

Having a professionally trained Field Agent - 
and a brother Knight you can trust - to help guide 
you through the process is yet another valuable 
benefit that comes with your membership. Please 
take advantage of it; contact your Field Agent 
today. 

Long-Term Care Plans Offer Peace of Mind

The Epiphany of Our Lord Knights Council #14495 
located in Tampa, Florida hosted several Family Fun 
Hikes this summer. Community Director, Gary Gor-
nowicz, who coordinated the event, states: “At our 
largest event we had over one hundred people show up 
to hike! Knight’s Families, Mom’s, Dad’s, and parish 
friends!” We are truly blessed at Epiphany of Our Lord 
to have Father Edwin Palka who showed up to bless and 
support our first big hike. Our Grand Knight Andrew 
Whiskeyman, professed: “these family fun hikes are 
a great way to bring our families together, provide a 
healthy outlet for our children, and to know each other 
on a deeper level.” Our hikes take place at convenient 
State Park where the trailhead is just off of I-75, and 
we typically hike for about one to one and half hours 
which equates to 3-4.5 miles. Deputy Grand Knight 
Craig Merkt expressed that he along with several other 
Knights were able to join in on the fun of at least 5 to 6 
of these hikes this summer and nature is free to us all.
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ABORTION

DEATH PENALTY

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE

ENVIRONMENT

In 2016, Trump said that the overturning of Roe v. Wade “will happen auto-
matically…because I am putting pro-life justices on the [U.S. Supreme] Court.”

In 2017, Trump signed into law a resolution to allow states to restrict Title X 
funding for Planned Parenthood and other abortion providers.

According to his website, “As president, Biden will work to codify Roe v. Wade, 
and his Justice Department will do everything in its power to stop the rash of 
state laws that so blatantly violate the constitutional right to an abortion…” 

“As president, Biden will…reverse the Trump Administration’s rule prevent-
ing Planned Parenthood and certain other family planning programs from 
obtaining Title X funds.”

In 2020, the Trump Administration presided over five executions (three in July 
and two in August), the first to be carried out by the federal government in 17 
years. Two additional executions are scheduled in September 2020. 

According to his website, “Biden will work to pass legislation to eliminate the 
death penalty at the federal level, and incentivize states to follow the federal 
government’s example. These individuals should instead serve life sentences 
without probation or parole.”

In Februay 2020, Trump said, “Yet, for too long, countless American children 
have been trapped in failing government schools. To rescue these students, 18 
states have created school choice in the form of Opportunity Scholarships...
no parent should be forced to send their child to a failing government school.” 

In January 2020, Biden tweeted, “When we divert public funds to private 
schools, we undermine the entire public education system. We’ve got to pri-
oritize investing in our public schools, so every kid in America gets a fair shot. 
That’s why I oppose vouchers.”

Trump has begun the process of withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris Agree-
ment on climate change, an international agreement to reduce global green-
house gas emissions. 

According to his website, a Biden administration will re-enter the Paris 
Agreement on day one.

ETHICS IN RESEARCH

In 2019, the Trump Administration announced its decision to discontinue 
research conducted within the National Institutes of Health “involving the 
use of human fetal tissue from elective abortion”.

While serving in the U.S. Senate: In 2007, Biden voted in favor of the Stem 
Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007 (S.5), which provides for human em-
bryonic stem cell research. In 1998, Biden voted against the Human Cloning 
Prohibition Act (S.1601). 

DONALD TRUMP JOE BIDEN
President Former Vice-President

Disclaimer: As a nonprofit 501(c)(4) organization, the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops 
is not associated with any political party and does not endorse any candidate, political party, 
or political action committee.

In keeping with its mission, the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops aims to educate and inform Catholics about a wide range of issues. 
The information compiled here has been gathered from policies, public statements, official and campaign websites, and other resources, as of 
September 1, 2020, to help voters form their consciences before voting in November. The issues that appear here do not represent a complete 
list of issues that may be of importance to Catholics. The FCCB neither supports nor opposes any candidate for public office. 

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
COMPARISON // NOV 3, 2020

Compiled by the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops

PAGE 1 OF 2

GENDER ISSUES
In 2019, the White House confirmed Trump’s opposition to the Equality Act, 
which would add the new terms “sexual orientation” and “gender identity” to 
the definition of “sex” in federal civil rights laws, and would exempt itself from 
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993: “The Trump Administration 
absolutely opposes discrimination of any kind and supports the equal treat-
ment of all. However, this bill in its current form is filled with poison pills that 
threaten to undermine parental and conscience rights.” 

According to his website, Biden believes the Equality Act is the “best vehicle 
for ensuring equal rights under the law for LGBTQ+ Americans, and will guar-
antee that LGBTQ+ individuals are protected under existing civil rights laws.” 
Biden lists enacting the Equality Act as a top legislative priority.
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October 24, 2020 
Livestreamed Mass 

Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  

 34th ANNUAL     
CULTURE OF LIFE 

STATEWIDE CONFERENCE 

From Conception to Natural Death 

Virtual Conference 
For more information contact:  

dherbst@ccdpb.org or call 561-360-3330  

Register on online www.ccdpb.org/respectlife2020 

Sponsored by: 
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In the Trenches

Worthy Brothers, please see the 
link provided below for my latest 
training video concerning updating 
the Supreme and State Forms 185 

and 186. Since the Form 365, Service Program 
Personnel, is an identical procedure on both sites 
this video should be all that’s necessary for any 
GK or FS to update their council. 

This is typically a once a year procedure but is 
also used to replace an Officer or Service Program 
Person during the year if necessary. Please take 
note that if you see this message under any position 
on the State site, “*More Records Available” it 
means the position has an end date missing for 
the previous term or terms served. These must be 
filled, normally with the day before the next term 
starts. 

As I say in the video, if a position is filled with a 
member currently serving for the current Fraternal 
Year do not put an end date since he is still serving. 
Additionally, if the same person is serving again 
for an additional term you must end his previous 
term with a date, again typically 06-30-xxxx, and 
start him again by managing the position and using 
his start date, typically 07-01-xxxx. 
Updating Forms 185 and 186 on State Website 

As always if you have any questions please 
email me or call me at 239-482-2545 

 
Fraternally, 
Dan Smedile 
Florida FS/FC Trainer 

The following programs’ requirements, 
specifications and dates have been published and 
posted on the Florida K of C website:

 
1. 2020-2021 Soccer Challenge
2. 2020 Catholic 2020 Catholic Citizenship 

Essay Contest
 
To access the information, please follow these 

steps:
 
A. Sign-in to the State Website
B. Go to “Services” on the Blue Menu Bar
C. Select “Online Forms” from the drop-

down menu
D. Scroll down to “State Youth Activities 

Programs and Reports”
E. Select the desired program
F. The document will open in a separate tab 

which you can download or print.
 
Please advise your Councils to check this 

section of the website on a regular basis as we will 
be posting the program descriptions for the 2020-
2021 Free Throw Competition and the 2020-2021 
Spelling Bee Competition.

Program Requirements

https://youtu.be/-ZbVe_G1Tkc
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Our great nation this month recognized 
the man for whom our order is named, 
Christopher Columbus.  He was a man 
renowned for his faith and courage.  

Today and over the years, driven in large part by 
revisionist history and political correctness, he 
is often portrayed as a monster and the holiday 
named in his honor defamed.  

A resurgence of anti-Catholic bigotry in early 
20th-century America made Columbus a favorite 
target then as well as now.  Our Supreme Knight 
recently said that, “We will continue to defend the 
truth about Columbus and Columbus Day.”  It is 
a mission that every Knight should embrace as 
we and those who are proud to call themselves 
Americans battle the tyranny and evil of our world 
and those who seek to defame our faith and destroy 
our culture and way of life.  How appropriate 
that we Knights “Boast his deeds and spread his 
fame,” and in doing so provide a “Shining flame 
that lights the gloom of long ago.”

One of the items given to us as Knights through 
the exemplification process is a Rosary and I 

recently learned that October in our Catholic 
church is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. 

Many Catholic feasts between mid-September 
and the First Sunday in Advent make reference 
to conflicts between Christianity and Islam, and 
great victories in battles in which the Church 
and, more broadly, Christendom was threatened.  
These victories were critical to the history of the 
western world and evoke thoughts to when the 
Church will undergo other trials and tribulations 
before the return of Christ the King.

It may not be obvious how dedicating the month 
of October to the Holy Rosary fits into this pattern, 
but the Rosary and, more specifically, Our Lady of 
the Rosary, is credited with victory in a number of 
the battles that many feasts celebrate.  Chief among 
these is the Battle of Lepanto (October 7, 1571), 
in which a Christian fleet defeated a superior 
Ottoman Muslim fleet and stopped the westward 
expansion of Islam in the Mediterranean.

In honor of the victory, Pope Pius V instituted 
the Feast of Our Lady of Victory, which is still 
celebrated today as the Feast of Our Lady of the 

The Rosary
By Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso, Jr. Council 14084
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Rosary (October 7).  In 1883, when Pope Leo XIII 
officially dedicated the month of October to the 
Holy Rosary, he referred to the battle and the feast.

The best way to celebrate the Month of the 
Holy Rosary is, of course, to pray the Rosary 
daily.  The use of beads or knotted ropes to count 
large numbers of prayers comes from the earliest 
days of Christianity, but the Rosary as we know 
it today emerged in the second thousand years of 
Church history.  The full Rosary consists of 150 
Hail Marys, divided into three sets of 50, which 
are further divided into five sets of 10 known as 
decades.

Traditionally, the rosary is divided into three 
sets of mysteries: Joyful (recited on Monday and 
Thursday, and Sunday from Advent until Lent); 
Sorrowful (Tuesday and Friday, and Sunday during 
Lent); and Glorious (Wednesday and Saturday, and 
Sunday from Easter until Advent).  Pope John Paul 
II introduced the optional Luminous Mysteries in 
2002; at the time, he recommended praying the 
Joyful Mysteries on Monday and Saturday, and 
the Glorious Mysteries on Wednesday and Sunday 
year-round, leaving Thursday open for meditation 
on the Luminous Mysteries.

The word Rosary means "Crown of Roses".  
Our Lady has revealed to several people that each 
time they say a Hail Mary they are giving her a 
beautiful rose and that each complete Rosary 
makes her a crown of roses.  The rose is the queen 
of flowers, and so the Rosary is the rose of all 
devotions and it is therefore the most important 
one. 

The Holy Rosary is considered a perfect 
prayer because within it lies the awesome story 
of our salvation.  With the Rosary we meditate 
the mysteries of joy, of sorrow and the glory of 
Jesus and Mary.  It is a simple prayer, humble 
so much like Mary.  It is a prayer we can all say 
together with Her.  With the Hail Mary we invite 
Her to pray for us.  Our Lady always grants our 
request.  She joins Her prayer to ours.  Therefore, 
it becomes ever more useful, because what Mary 
asks, She always receives.  Jesus can never say no 
to whatever His Mother asks.  

In every apparition, the heavenly Mother has 
invited us to say the Rosary as a powerful weapon 

against evil, to bring us to true peace.  With 
your prayer made together with your heavenly 
Mother, you can obtain the great gift of bringing 
about a change of hearts and conversion.  Each 
day, through prayer you can drive away from 
yourselves and from our homeland many dangers 
and many evils.

There is much one can say about praying the 
Rosary.  My remarks this evening were inspired 
by our Worthy District Deputy when he spoke to 
us during the membership meeting in August and 
shared his experience praying with his father.  One 
could not help but be moved and I am personally 
grateful to John for sharing his story.  Recently, 
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori 
challenged us by asking: “Do you regularly lead 
your family in prayer by saying grace before 
meals, reciting the rosary, reading Scripture, or 
practicing other devotions?  Do you openly discuss 
the Catholic faith so that your children know and 
understand the faith and its truth, goodness, and 
beauty?  Do you pray for your wife and children 
that God may protect them from the attacks of the 
devil?

Perhaps we should all consider adding a few 
prayers from our Rosary on any given day, bearing 
in mind the welfare of our families, our church, 
and our beloved country.  God Bless!
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INVOCATION 
Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter 

How To Write An Article 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How

INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email

o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not

format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council

o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?

• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month

o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each

Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue

• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing

something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
• Open Districts 19,21-28,31-32

o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team 
How to Write for the Invocation 

Marketing Department Information

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/87730/2020_KofC_FSC_ORGMeetingMarketingPresentation.pdf
https://kofcfraternal.mymarketingbench.com/catalog/ListItems.epm?cid=-1&vm=carousel&searchMode=true&skw=public%20relations
https://1drv.ms/w/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgdJKn2rjvRlHjBewVQ?e=xW0n0Q
https://www.floridakofc.org/Marketing
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgbQarWnyuHQ6tbYuSg?e=bCm4aq


INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 25

INVOCATION

Below are some important links for council communications
CLICK HERE for member communications tools

CLICK HERE for remote meetings tools

CLICK HERE for remote voting tools

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYw_wtyxI1WTX6yAg?e=NBxzoT
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYxHDgyGFT5BgXrGA?e=CYcHaO
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYyLkdfjA0cUGRy8Q?e=vaBd8g
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Florida State Council Charity Raffle Official Rules
2020-21 Charity Raffe changes for 2019-20

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21OfficialRulesforRaffleProgram.pdf
https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/88483/2020-21RaffleChanges.pdf
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, 
and perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Fish –Jesus said “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

The Colors –Red = Hardiness, Bravery, Strength and Valor; White = Peace and Honesty; Blue = 
Vigilance, Truth and Loyalty, Perseverance & Justice

Our Motto –“For God and Country” as in the time of the founding we put God first but we also show 
allegiance to our country.

The Bahamas and St. Lucia = A part of us

The Florida State Logo

The logo was updated to include the initials “MO” in tribute to Marybeth O’Connor.
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski
frtom@bellsouth.net
STATE SECRETARY

Robert Urrutia
urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Donald Kahrer
cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD

pmkoppie@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Doug Murray
douglasjmurray@hotmail.com 

STATE VICE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Jorge Ibacache 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Stephen Ring
steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

Joe Purka
jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak   esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor  Scott@engage360.us 
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com  Districts 49-61 
John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins  tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com  Districts 33-48

Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87
Harry Rother    Photographer  Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

