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"Faith in Action", Life committee have been 
active in their faith. Look for four pro-life images 
on digital billboard, which are displayed on the 
billboard shown below. When heading north on 
I-95 just before the Blue Heron Blvd exit, the sign 
in the graphic shows, four pro-life images will 
alternate (along with another customer). 
 
Digital Billboard with Pro-life Images, this high-
profile unit is located just south of Blue Heron Blvd. 
Unit targets commuters traveling northbound 
through West Palm Beach reaching the highest 
count of traffic in Palm Beach County. Points of 
Interest: Downtown Gardens, The Gardens Mall, 
PGA Commons, world class golf resort.

Special Outdoor Exemplification

Observing safety measures and social 
distancing, Council 8086 of Our Lady 
of Hope, Port Orange, welcomed six 
new Third Degree Knights during a 

special Exemplification of Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity.

With the parish buildings closed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the ceremony was held in 
a parking lot. Participants wore gloves and face 
coverings, degree materials were distributed in 
plastic bags and all observed a six-foot distance.

The candidates included three second-
generation Knights. Two participants joined the 
ceremony via Face Time.

New Knights are Zig Mell (father of PGK Tim 
Mell), Tanner Rosolino (son of Deacon SK Mike 
Rosolino), Steve Marchese Jr. (son of SK Steve 
Marchese), Dominic Morales, Todd Carlin and 
Tom Mies.

Deacon SK Mike Rosolino offered the opening 
and closing prayers. Grand Knight John O’Malley 
was the Presiding Officer and offered the lessons on 
Unity and the Rosary. Chancellor Roger Packard 
was the Investing Officer, with Ernie Jackson 
(Faith) and John Hoag (Fraternity) presenting the 
lessons. Dave Carson was the Warden.

The ceremony marked the third time the new 
Council 8086 team presented the new Degree.

Pro-Life Digital Billboards
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Dear Brother Knights and families, 
much has happened over the past 
several months, we have seen the 
Pandemic claim many of our Brothers 

and Sisters in Christ, including two District 
Deputies.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to all 
who have suffered a loss.  Many are now out of 
work and in need of a helping hand.  Fortunately, 
the Florida State Council in conjunction with the 
Supreme Council has been diligently working 
behind the scenes to transition from an in-person 
operation to a virtual operation.  I am pleased to 
announce that your Florida Team is really doing a 
great job of staying in touch with its membership 
and continuing to offer the benefits of membership 
in our Order to every Catholic Man who is over 
the age of 18 and a Practical Catholic.

As we prepare to participate in our Annual 
Meeting, which for the first time in 116 years be 
attended for the most part by virtual participation.  
The departure from our traditional gathering, 
causes us to reflect on past conventions in-person, 
while looking towards the future.  In living through 
these different and difficult times, we are reminded 
of how precious God’s gift of life is to us and how 
fragile our health can be when something so small 
as a virus can do so much damage to our lives, our 
economy and our society.  This Annual Meeting 
and Virtual State Convention will be unique, while 
it is the first time this process has been used, most 
likely, it will not be the last.  

The Venerable 
Fulton J. Sheen once 
said “As all men are 
touched by God’s 
love, so all are also 
touched by the desire 
for His intimacy.  
No one escapes 
this longing; we are 
all kings in exile, 
miserable without 

the Infinite.  Those who 
reject the grace of God 
have a desire to avoid 
God, as those who accept 
it have a desire for God.”  
In these times of “Shelter 
in-place” when many of 
us are physically separated 
from other human beings, 
we should use this time to 
pray often and listen for 
The Lord’s response.  It 
may be a subtle as a gentle 
breeze or as forceful as a 
thunderbolt.  Remember, the Knights of Columbus 
was founded on the primary principle of Charity 
(protection of the Family) and Unity, united 
together to support our Catholic faith.  The Body 
of Christs Church on earth is the faithful, we as 
Knights are obligated by love to care for the Body 
and to see to its continuance.

The Annual Meeting will be attended virtually 
by our elected delegates, state officers, district 
deputies and past state deputies.  The Annual 
Meeting will be using a special telephone service 
which will auto-call each participant at the 
start time of the meeting.  Authorized (voting 
members) will be able to use the touchtone keypad 
on their phones to select options for voting.  For 
persons not registered as delegates or authorized 
participants, a call-in number will be provided so 
that you may monitor the call, but not be able to 
speak.  Following the Annual Meeting segment, 
approximately 1-hour later, we will have a 
broadcast video Open Convention Segment on our 
Facebook, YouTube and Zoom platforms.  This 
open segment will be available to all families and 
non-members alike who would like to watch.  The 
Open Segment will feature a recap of the business 
that transacted during the Annual Meeting, it will 
include the State Deputy’s “State of the State” 
address and the announcement of the Knight of 

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary

God’s Precious Gift of Life
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the Year, Family of the Year, Council of the Year, 
Humanitarian Award and State Deputy Award for 
Excellence.  Following those segments, we will 
broadcast The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, with 
Most Reverend Gerald Barbarito, Bishop of Palm 
Beach as Principal Celebrant, Monsignor Tom 
Skindeleski, State Chaplain Concelebrant and 
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD assisting.  Following 
the Mass, we will conduct the annual State Raffle 
and announce the winners. 

Please keep in your prayers our State Chaplain, 
Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski, as he recovers 
from a recent blood clot, also keep in your prayers 
all our Brothers and Sisters affected by the current 
pandemic.

In closing, remember that Christ spent time 
alone in the desert, when you feel alone remember 
our Father is always watching, Christ is always 
with us and we are never truly along as long as we 
have our Faith! And remember the words of St. 

Anthony of Padua,  
“Actions speak 
louder than words; let 
your words teach and 
your actions speak.”   
We are a unique 
team of individuals, 
called to step up and 
be leaders. So, let 
us select our words 
carefully, so that the 
teaching they do will 
inspire, and let our 
actions demonstrate that we are devoted Catholic 
Gentlemen here to do the Lords work!

I look forward to seeing you all (in person) 
again soon, until then, keep safe and may God 
Bless all of you. 

Vivat Jesus,

Port Orange Holds Drive-by Palm Sunday

With no Mass or church visitation allowed during the entire month – including Palm Sunday – Knights from Council 8086 were asked 
to help in the distribution of palms on Palm Sunday, April 5.
Wearing protective gear, at least a dozen Knights joined Pastor/Chaplain Father Chris Hoffmann, Father Bernard Kiratu and the 
three Deacon Mikes (Pettit, Rosolino and Willems) in distributing palms to parishioners who remained in their vehicles. 
There was a steady line of traffic for more 200 vehicles during two hours. The Knights also received valuable contributions to the 
depleted parish food bank. Kudos to all who especially, especially the Knights who stood out in the steady rain to direct traffic. 
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Several priest-friends have been telling me 
of their parishioners asking, “Where is 
God in this coronavirus pandemic? Does 
God punish people for their sins?” Some 

have suggested that the coronavirus pandemic is a 
punishment from God. I cannot say for sure that it 
is, but neither can I say for sure that it is not. We 
know that God permits evil so that He may bring 
good from it, as we remember how His Son Jesus 
could suffer and die on the cross so that we might 
be saved from our sins.                                 

Thinking about this question since then, I’ve 
heard that others have noted maybe it’s a result 
of our society having removed Him from our 
schools, our movies and television programs – 
indeed from much of public life. Yes, God respects 
our freedom, so if we ask Him to go away, why are 
we surprised that He seems to have left us in times 
of calamity? 

The Bible gives many examples of God 
punishing the sins of the people. Adam and Eve 
were expelled from Paradise, the Garden of Eden, 
after their sin of disobedience. With the story 
of Noah’s Ark, God punishes the whole known 
world for their wickedness, except the righteous 
Noah and his family. With King David – after his 
sins, God gave the him the choice of either plague, 
war, or famine as a chastisement. David chose the 
plague with these words: “It is better that I fall into 
the hands of God than into the hands of men.”           

Some might object that punishment is from 
the Old Testament – that in the New Testament, 
Jesus brings forgiveness, not punishment. But, 
check out the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 25:45-
46, on the Last Judgment: “Amen, I say to you, 
what you did not do for one of these least ones, 
you did not do for me. And these will go off to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life. President Abraham Lincoln, who died 155 
years ago, in his Second Inaugural Address given 
a month before he died, suggested that the Civil 

War was a “scourge” from 
God as a punishment for 
the sin of slavery.     

We can talk about 
God’s “punishment” 
as a “scourge,” but the 
word I think expresses 
best what God is doing 
is “chastisement,” which 
comes from the Latin 
castigare, which is poorly 
translated as “to castigate” 
(which still has its focus 
on a harsh punishment). If we realize that the word 
really means “to chasten,” and “to make morally 
pure,” then we can say that God chastises us as a 
type of purifying.      

But God is not a sadist seeking to afflict us with 
pain simply to see us suffer. God cleanses us of sin 
to purify our faith. Faced with God’s chastisement, 
we turn to God with repentance and atonement for 
our sins. We even see that as a result of “sheltering 
in place,” more families are spending time together.  
Three times in an Easter Gospel Jesus says, “Peace 
be with you!” The disciples were behind locked 
doors because they were afraid the same thing 
would happen to them as just happened to Jesus. 
Yet, Jesus appears in their midst and twice says, 
“Peace be with you.” When Thomas later joins the 
other disciples behind locked doors, Jesus appears 
again and says, “Peace be with you.” I think He 
wants to offer the same to us. During these days of 
the coronavirus pandemic, when many people are 
also behind locked doors, “sheltering in place,” 
afraid to go outside, Jesus comes to us in our time 
of fear with this same message: “Peace be with 
you!” Continue to pray and remember that there is 
a God who loves. If you truly believe in and love 
God, then may you rest assured and be at peace 
with his message. 

Vivat Jesus!

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

A Punishment From God?
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By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

“I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter 
and destroy; I came so that they might have life 
and have it more abundantly.” (Gospel for May 3, 
Jn 10:9-10)

We’ve all gone through times when 
it seems like we’re just keeping 
our head above water, or moments 
when we feel overwhelmed by 

life. So what does Jesus mean when he says that 
he came in order that we might have life “more 
abundantly”? Some think that Jesus is offering a 
“prosperity gospel” that awards the faithful with 
happiness, good health and financial success. Yet 
Christ experienced suffering, as do his followers, 
so an “abundant life” must mean something else. 
Whether a given day brings health and success, 
or trials and suffering, we experience all these 
things with Christ. By living our lives for Christ, 
he shows us the way to fullness of life.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month I challenge you to write down 
Psalm 27:1 — “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation” — put it up where you’ll see it daily 
(on the fridge, on your mirror, etc.), and recite 
it regularly. Second, I challenge you to promote 
the cause of life by participating in the Faith in 
Action Ultrasound or Pregnancy Center Support 
programs or by making a donation to a pregnancy 
center.
Questions for Reflection:

What obstacles do you face in living with more 
abundance, generosity and magnanimity? Has 
reminding yourself that God is your light and 
salvation helped you to live more abundantly? 
How does supporting the pro-life cause help you, 
others and our society live more abundantly?

In reading the book of Genesis regarding 
creation, we see that God created Adam and 
Eve, making them perfect and imprinting 
on them His own Image. He also gave them 

freedom of choice, thus allowing them to make 
their own decisions. In the Fall of Adam and 
Eve, they lost, we lost, and the world lost that 
perfection. Due to that loss of perfection, the 
serenity of Paradise changed, Adam and Eve were 
expelled from Paradise and became subject to new 
forces of Nature that became menacing, powerful 
and sometimes deadly. This is the background of 
our present existence.

In our present 
situation with this deadly 
force of Nature called 
coronavirus, we ask 
the misplaced question, 
"Why does God allow 
this"? The answer in the 
Book of Genesis and 
the Fall of Adam and 
Eve. As the sons and 
daughters of our first 
parents, we inherited 
their imperfection and 

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

Why Does God Allow This?

Former State Chaplain Rev. 
Salvatore Pignato
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It is hard to believe that Florida has been in 
shutdown/lockdown since March 13th with 
the whole world even longer. I recently 
attended a Catholic Charities food distribution 

at a local Church and was proud to work along 
side other brother Knights from around the area to 
make sure that people in need were taken care of.  
Another Brother Knight Scotty Kilwein who is a 
musician by trade and has been out of work like 
most of Florida, set up a live stream performance 
where he was able to collect over $10,000 for 
charity! His audience is from around the world 
and they donated to his cause.  Thank you, Scotty! 
for doing a fantastic job. 

The Supreme council held a virtual degree and 
we had many participants from Florida take the 
degree that day to be part of the biggest degree ever 
since the inaugural 4th degree many years ago. I 
want to Thank the State Deputy Scott O’Connor, 
and Brother’s George Hayek our web master and 
Ron Brown our ceremonials director with helping 
us put on our very own virtual degree. The guys 
did a great job. Please make sure that the Financial 
Secretaries are sending in the paperwork. 

While last few weeks 
have proven to be 
difficult, for the first time 
we had to cancel our in-
person convention. Our 
first and foremost concern 
is the health and safety of 
all our family and brother 
Knights. I hope everyone 
understands and is staying 
healthy. With the help 
of the Supreme Council 
we will be conducting 
our first ever virtual State convention. Our State 
Deputy, State Treasurer, and our Marketing and 
Web Master George have been working hard to 
make sure this virtual convention works with out 
a hitch. And let us all Pray we can all get together 
real soon. 

Thank you all for the hard work these past few 
months and remember we still have 2 months to 
go. Please continue the fight and continue to be 
your Brother’s Keeper and leave no one behind.

By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

Be Your Brother's Keeper

State Secretary Robert  
Urrutia and Lucille

their subjection to the dangers of a new kind of 
Nature...one that is menacing, dangers and deadly 
at times.

Where is the silver lining in all of this? The 
silvering lining in all of this is that God left us with 
our intelligence, ingenuity and most of all hope.... 
hope in Himself through the Gift of His Son Jesus 
Christ. Jesus said, "My Grace is sufficient for 
you" and again "I am with you until the end of the 
world". Our hope is in Jesus opening the gift of 
our intelligence and ingenuity to create solutions 
to life situations and to the present one facing us in 
the form of a vaccine.

The joy of life for us is our knowledge that God 
bestowed upon us intelligence to make decisions 
for ourselves, work out our own problems, care 
for ourselves and conquer the forces of Nature. 

Through Jesus Christ, and as the body of Christ, 
God has given us the power to harness Nature 
itself by our intelligence and ingenuity. What 
we do now is to thank God for these gifts and to 
continue to fight against the evils of Satan who 
tries to discourage us.

During this Easter time, let us rejoice in the 
resurrection of Jesus. In that resurrection, let us take 
joy in the power given to us in that resurrection. 
Let us live our lives praising the Name of Jesus. 
And, the most joyful feeling within us should be 
that Jesus is with us until the end of the world. 
This knowledge is the silver lining in our lives, in 
our joys and in our sorrows.

God bless you all,
CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN!
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Council 13139 Supports for Food For Families

With its scheduled Food Drive 
canceled by week two of the 
coronavirus, St. Peter Council 
13139 of Jupiter proposed several 

initiatives that are awaiting approval by the parish, 
stepping up to assist families in the parish. 

Three brother Knights heard about a family with 
a premature baby, with both parents losing their 
jobs because of the Pandemic. This child needed 
a very specific, very expensive formula. The three 

brothers took it upon themselves to provide eight 
cans of this formula to the family.

Another woman found that the food from Food 
For Families was not enough to feed the eight 
people under her care. Several Brother Knights 
stepped up to supply some prepared meals as well 
as cash for each of the last two weeks to help her 
out.

While the Food For Families is a great operation 
and is supported by many wonderful men and 
women, a big part of the Saturday distribution 
crew is made up of brother Knights. 

At the last meeting, the Knights pledged – 
subject to council approval – $2,200 in financial 
support for Food For Families.

In addition to the above examples, that is not 
the only support. We have five brothers that drive 
the van to pick up various food stuffs. Others helps 
tuff the bags. Other members and their families 
make masks, can food, as well as other jobs.

Knights from Council #13139 are doing what 
they can during the Pandemic, as well as when 
things get back to normal.
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Council 13209 delivered food to local first responders to thank them for their service during the COvid-19 Pandemic. They delivered 
food to Bayfront Hospital, Florida Highway Patrol, Fire Station 4. Fire station 11, Fires station 14, Hernando County Sheriffs, Oak 
Hill Hospital, Bayfront Brooksville Hospital. They want to thank Rookies Sports Bar, Florida Cracker Kitchen, Laurie Cue, Kielbasa 
Bus for the food.
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Dear brother Knights and beloved 
families of the Florida State Council, 
I share with you the words of our Holy 
Father and I think they are even more 

meaningful at this time of pandemic in our world.  
Written before the world outbreak that closed our 
churches to public worship and gave us social 
media and the internet as a means of witnessing 
the sacraments, the timely and perhaps prophetic 
message is relevant.  Time for prayer for vocations, 
time for recognizing our vocations and time for 
giving again to financially support vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.  Please be generous 
with your time talent and treasure.   Forward 
donations of any amount from you, your family, 
council or assembly made payable to “Florida K 
of C Charities Inc. Holy Apostles’ Fund”.
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE 
FRANCIS FOR THE 2020 WORLD DAY OF 
VOCATIONS

(3 May 2020)
 Dear Brothers and Sisters,
On 4 August last year, the 160th anniversary 

of the death of the Curé of Ars, I chose to write 
a letter to all those priests who daily devote their 
lives to the service of God’s people in response to 
the Lord’s call.

On that occasion, I chose four key words – 
pain, gratitude, encouragement and praise – as 
a way of thanking priests and supporting their 
ministry. I believe that today, on this 57th World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations, those words can be 
addressed to the whole people of God, against the 
backdrop of the Gospel passage that recounts for 
us the remarkable experience of Jesus and Peter 
during a stormy night on the Sea of Galilee (cf. Mt 
14:22-33).

After the multiplication of the loaves, which 
had astonished the crowds, Jesus told his disciples 
to get into the boat and precede him to the other 
shore, while he took leave of the people. The 

image of the disciples crossing the lake can 
evoke our own life’s journey. Indeed, the boat of 
our lives slowly advances, restlessly looking for 
a safe haven and prepared to face the perils and 
promises of the sea, yet at the same time trusting 
that the helmsman will ultimately keep us on the 
right course. At times, though, the boat can drift 
off course, misled by mirages, not the lighthouse 
that leads it home, and be tossed by the tempests 
of difficulty, doubt and fear.

Something similar takes place in the hearts 
of those who, called to follow the Teacher of 
Nazareth, must undertake a crossing and abandon 
their own security to become the Lord’s disciples. 
The risk involved is real: the night falls, the 
headwinds howl, the boat is tossed by the waves, 
and fear of failure, of not being up to the call, can 
threaten to overwhelm them.

The Gospel, however, tells us that during this 
challenging journey we are not alone. Like the 
first ray of dawn in the heart of the night, the Lord 
comes walking on the troubled waters to join the 
disciples; he invites Peter to come to him on the 
waves, saves him when he sees him sinking and, 
once in the boat, makes the winds die down.

The first word of vocation is gratitude. Taking 
the right course is not something we do on our own, 
nor does it depend solely on the road we choose to 
travel. How we find fulfillment in life is more than 
a decision we make as isolated individuals; above 
all else, it is a response to a call from on high. The 
Lord points out our destination on the opposite 
shore and he grants us the courage to board the 
boat. In calling us, he becomes our helmsman; he 
accompanies and guides us; he prevents us from 
running aground on the shoals of indecision and 
even enables us to walk on surging waters.

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with 
which the Lord came to meet us, perhaps even at 
a time when our boat was being battered by the 
storm. “Vocation, more than our own choice, is 

By State Vocations Chairman Mark W. Lynn

Pray For Vocations
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a response to the Lord’s unmerited call.” (Letter 
to Priests, 4 August 2019). We will succeed in 
discovering and embracing our vocation once 
we open our hearts in gratitude and perceive the 
passage of God in our lives.

When the disciples see Jesus walking towards 
them on the sea, they first think that he is a 
ghost and are filled with fear. Jesus immediately 
reassures them with words that should constantly 
accompany our lives and our vocational journey: 
“Take heart, it is I; have no fear” (Mt 14:27). 
This, then, is the second word I wish to offer you: 
encouragement.

What frequently hinders our journey, our 
growth, our choosing the road the Lord is marking 
out for us, are certain “ghosts” that trouble our 
hearts. When we are called to leave safe shores and 
embrace a state of life – like marriage, ministerial 
priesthood, consecrated life – our first reaction is 
often from the “ghost of disbelief”. Surely, this 
vocation is not for me! Can this really be the right 
path? Is the Lord really asking me to do this?

Those thoughts can keep growing – justifications 
and calculations that sap our determination and 
leave us hesitant and powerless on the shore where 
we started. We think we might be wrong, not up to 
the challenge, or simply glimpsing a ghost to be 
exorcised.

The Lord knows that a fundamental life 
choice – like marriage or special consecration 
to his service – calls for courage. He knows the 
questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the boat 
of our heart, and so he reassures us: “Take heart, 
it is I; have no fear!” We know in faith that he is 
present and comes to meet us, that he is ever at 
our side even amid stormy seas. This knowledge 
sets us free from that lethargy which I have called 
“sweet sorrow” (Letter to Priests, 4 August 2019), 
the interior discouragement that hold us back from 
experiencing the beauty of our vocation.

In the Letter to Priests, I also spoke about 
pain, but here I would like to translate the word 
differently, as fatigue. Every vocation brings with 
it a responsibility. The Lord calls us because he 
wants to enable us, like Peter, to “walk on water”, 
in other words, to take charge of our lives and 
place them at the service of the Gospel, in the 

concrete and everyday ways that he shows us, and 
specifically in the different forms of lay, priestly 
and consecrated vocation. Yet, like Saint Peter, 
our desire and enthusiasm coexist with our failings 
and fears.

If we let ourselves be daunted by the 
responsibilities that await us – whether in married 
life or priestly ministry – or by the hardships in 
store for us, then we will soon turn away from the 
gaze of Jesus and, like Peter, we will begin to sink. 
On the other hand, despite our frailty and poverty, 
faith enables us to walk towards the Risen Lord 
and to weather every storm. Whenever fatigue or 
fear make us start to sink, Jesus holds out his hand 
to us. He gives us the enthusiasm we need to live 
our vocation with joy and fervor.

When Jesus at last boards the boat, the winds 
die down and the waves are calmed. Here we have 
a beautiful image of what the Lord can do at times 
of turbulence and tempest in our lives. He stills 
those winds, so that the forces of evil, fear and 
resignation no longer have power over us.

As we live out our specific vocation, those 
headwinds can wear us down. Here I think of 
all those who have important responsibilities 
in civil society, spouses whom I like to refer to 
– not without reason – as “courageous”, and in 
a particular way those who have embraced the 
consecrated life or the priesthood. I am conscious 
of your hard work, the sense of isolation that can 
at times weigh upon your hearts, the risk of falling 
into a rut that can gradually make the ardent 
flame of our vocation die down, the burden of the 
uncertainty and insecurity of the times, and worry 
about the future. Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus 
is at our side, and if we acknowledge him as the 
one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out his hand, 
take hold of us and save us.

Even amid the storm-tossed waters, then, our 
lives become open to praise. This is the last of our 
vocation words, and it is an invitation to cultivate 
the interior disposition of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Grateful that Lord gazed upon her, faithful amid 
fear and turmoil, she courageously embraced her 
vocation and made of her life an eternal song of 
praise to the Lord.

Dear friends, on this day, but also in the ordinary 
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pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church 
to continue to promote vocations. May she touch 
the hearts of the faithful and enable each of them 
to discover with gratitude God’s call in their lives, 
to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome 
all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make 
of their lives a song of praise for God, for their 
brothers and sisters, and for the whole world. May 
the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for 
us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 8 March 2020, the 
Second Sunday of Lent  ©Copyright - Libreria 
Editrice Vaticana

As we put out into the deep and return to public 
worship, let us do so with joy-filled hearts and 
pray for all the newly ordained and consecrated 
religious who fearlessly committed their lives to 
God without fear!

Knights Shield to be Featured

Several Knights from 
Council 8086, Our Lady 
of Hope, Port Orange, 
were recently in the 

spotlight for a video feature that 
will be available on the KofC.org 
web site by May 15.

Learning of the “Knights 
Shield” initiative in which the 
Knights deliver food to home-
hound parishioners, Knights of 
Columbus Supreme headquarters 
sent a video crew to Port Orange 
to prepare a video message.

Presented with the opportunity 
by Our Lady of Hope Pastor and 
Council 8086 Chaplain Father 
Chris Hoffmann to help home-
bound families in the parish, Program Director 
Tim Mell and Community Director Ernie Jackson 
responded with the “Knights Shield.” 

Based on the Hurricane Knights program, 
this initiative has Knights delivering goods to 
parishioners who are unable to do their own 
shopping for needed food and medication. During 
last fall’s hurricane emergency, Council 8086 
assisted 51 local homes prepare for the anticipated 
Category 5 hurricane.

The Atlanta- and Tampa-based crew spent more 
than eight hours filming Knights talking about 
the Knights Shield program and their service, in 

addition to documenting volunteers procuring and 
delivering the groceries to parishioners.

SK Dr. Ernie Jackson and Fr. Chris Hoffmann 
were interviewed, along with Knights Deacon 
Mike Rosolino and his son, newly installed Third 
Degree Knight Tanner Rosolino; Richie Smatt, 
Charles Monahan, Jim Baskin, Zig Mell and 
Grand Knight John O’Malley. 
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Greetings Brother Knights from the FSC 
Special Olympics Chairman. I would 
like to start this column with a note of 
personal thanks. I was diagnosed May 

1st of last year with pancreatic cancer. Since that 
time I’ve been going through the typical therapies 
culminating with some surgery April 2nd. During 
this time I’ve had the luxury of being at peace. The 
reason is I know that all things are in God’s hands. 
With medical personnel acting as God’s hands, 
and prayers from family, friends, Brother Knights 
and numerous untold folks involved with prayer 
chains, I’ve merely been a passenger in this whole 
ordeal. And I recently received those words every 
patient hopes to hear- that I’m now cancer free.

Obviously not every day was simple and 
carefree. But I’ve had (by the grace of God) a 
definitive outcome. For Special Athletes and 
their family there is no such possibility. They live 
with the disability 24/7/365. That is why I’m so 
passionate about working with these wonderful 
folks who give back more love than I can possibly 
give them. And my thank you to God is to redouble 
my efforts to help in any way I can.

In the last column I mentioned we were 
working to get the Unified Partner Bocce program 
going. We were a little late in our efforts, and now 
with the covid quarantine everything has changed 
anyways. However we’re in the planning process 
now and are working with Special Olympics (SO) 

Regional and County Directors to include Knights 
Unified Partner teams in next year’s Spring 
Games. We will practice and play according to 
the normal schedule. So you ringers out there may 
have a chance at advancing to area and then state 
competition. Remember, the state competitions 
are held at Disney’s ESPN Wide World of Sports. 
What a way to support an athlete and enjoy an 
amazing experience. We’re working on other 
sports venues as well such as 3 hole golf so jump 
on in, the water’s fine.

Another signature SO program is mentorship. 
Athletes pair up with a mentor to help them 
develop their skills in a number of areas so they 
can participate in as many normal venues as 
possible. Some examples are speaking at various 
SO events, holding a job, or possibly better 
ability to take care of themselves. This program 
is continuous throughout the year so it allows an 
even greater relationship to develop between the 
Knights and athletes.

Don’t forget about the Athlete in Every Council 
Program. This can help with your recruiting 
numbers while gaining a worthy Knight. SO 
Florida is helping in this effort by making their 
leadership aware of who can become a Knight and 
some content of who the Knights are. 

As always I look forward to any suggestions. 
Thanks again for your prayers. You can reach me 
at flkofcdd72@gmail.com. Vivat Jesus.

Special Olympics

Council 11046 Mulch Drive
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New Smyrna Beach Feeds Homeless

The Knights of Fr. Downey Council 
4934 of New Smyrna Beach have been 
keeping busy despite the challenges 
posed by Covid-19. The shutdown 

and social distancing requirements necessitated 
a change to the operating procedures at the 
Community Hot Meals Programs, drastically 
cutting back the number of volunteers used for 
feeding the needy.

As a result, the meals are cooked by a small 
team of three, who place the meals in “to go” 
boxes. The meals are then distributed outside 
the facilities by a separate small team of three 
to four Knights. There is no indoor seating. 
All volunteers are prescreened and have their 
temperatures checked before entering the building 
where the meals are prepared and distributed. 
They also scrub with antibacterial soap and wear 
gloves the entire time they are there. For the most 
recent Hot Meals, GK Danny Aloise, DD Terry 
Cassidy and DGK Art Klobucar cooked the food 
and boxed it while a separate group handled the 
distribution under the supervision of SK Dave 
Montgomery. The Knights ended up making more 
than 85 meals.

The Knights also stepped up when the local food 
banks reported that donations had dried up due to 
the virus. We are proud to report that the motions 
to donate $200 to each to St. Vincent DePaul, 
Community Hot Meals Program and Under 
the Stars Hot Meal Program were unanimously 
approved by the membership.

Representing Fr. Downey Council 4934 at 
this year’s on-line State Convention will be:  
Delegates – Leo Decker, Art Klobucar; Alternates 
– Chuck Farrell and Patrick Clark. The Council 
also finalized revisions to its By-Laws, which 
were unanimously approved by the membership.

Council 6391 Lends a Helping Hand

The Grand Knight of Council 6391, Clint 
Reph (91) commented that he would like 
to have a food drive help the families in 
need. He was in self-quarantine because 

of his age and he was not able to conduct the food 

drop.  So, some of the younger brothers made 
his idea a reality.  

On May 1st , Council 6391 Our Lady of 
Fatima Inverness, hosted a Drive-Thru Food 
Drop in the church parking lot from 9am to 
11:30am. The Food drop was held to help 
replenish the empty shelves in the Parish 
Helping Hands Food Pantry. Eight brothers, 
including three college students, equipped in 
masks and gloves gathered in the parking lot 
to collect the donations. The Food drop was a 

success; one thousand pounds of food and a $100 
donation were collected. The pantry shelves are 
once again overflowing.
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Council Supports Special Olympics

On February 15, 2020, 
Brother Knights from 
Dr. Gilbert Ortiz Council 
13525 based out of St. 

Timothy’s Catholic Church in Lutz, 
FL, visited Gaither High School, 
Tampa, FL, to present the monies 
collected from their two annual 
Tootsie Roll Drives to representatives 
of the “Gaither H.S. Stampede for 
Special Olympics” and the “Friends 
of Gaither aka Best Buddies”, which 
are two Gaither H.S. programs 
supporting persons with intellectual 
disabilities.

The first Tootsie Roll Drives took 
place at a local Publix Super Market 
all day on Saturday and Sunday over the weekend 
of November 2nd and 3rd   The volunteers 
collecting donations included not only Council 
members, but also some of the students from 
Gaither who are affiliated with the programs.  The 
second Drive took place after each Mass at St. 
Timothy’s over the weekend of January 4th and 

5th where Council members collected donations 
from the parishioners.

 The Council raised a combined gross amount 
of $2,918.39 at these two events. The net amount 
available for distribution was $2,258.00.   The net 
proceeds were divided equally, with each of the 
Gaither programs receiving a check in the amount 
of $1,129.00.  Gaither H.S. Principal Tommy 
Morrill expressed thanks from the entire Gaither 
Community for the Knights support of these 
programs that are making a difference in the lives 
of those less fortunate than others. 

Brother Leo Haggerty, the Council’s Lector and 
a member of the faculty at Gaither High School, 
worked diligently behind the scenes to secure and 
schedule the help of the student sales volunteers 
as well as organizing the check presentation 
ceremony.

In attendance were District Deputy (46) Stephen 
Cunningham and Brother Knights Roger Caruso 
Jason Nastasi, James Chapman and Leo Haggerty.  
Also, in attendance were Gaither H.S. Principal 
Tommy Morrill as well as Lynda Taylor and Jane 
MacDonald, faculty sponsors of the Gaither H.S. 
Stampede for Special Olympics and the Friends 
of Gaither.
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Disaster Response Program

The Florida State Council embarked 
on a new program geared at serving 
our members, families and our faith 
communities throughout the state by 

establishing a formal Disaster Response Program. 
Designed to provide assistance and aid in times 
of natural and man-made disasters, the goal is to 
assist members, families and our community of 
faith when disaster strikes.  

One of the first goals was to appoint a State 
Chairman and Diocesan Coordinators. Next, was 
to define the program and develop guidelines. 
Then the State purchased it’s first trailer, a 7’ x 14’ 
enclosed trailer to be outfitted with the necessary 
gear and equipment needed to respond in times of 
a declared emergency. Since October of last year, 
the trailer had graphics added to identify it. 

Just recently, a volunteer Knight from Council 
7402 in Cantonment, FL has set the trailer up 
with electric power. LED lights, multiple outlets, 
small fans and a work table has been installed as 
well. Since many of the tools and equipment to 
be used will be battery-operated, multiple outlets 
will be needed and a place to set the chargers. The 
“nose” of the trailer was equipped with a shelf/
table and multiple outlets. The floor of the trailer 
was sealed and painted with a non-skid deck paint 
for durability and safety. 

Equipment will include chainsaws, axes, 
hammers, circular saws, tool kits, ladders, portable 
generators among many other tools.   

The equipment list will have cost the state 
about $15,000.00. All funds are coming from 
our Florida KofC Charities, Inc. This has been 
made possible by your generosity and, for us to 
purchase and outfit the next trailer, we depend, 
once again, on your kindness and willingness to 
care for your brother Knights and their families. 
Please, be generous. You can donate through the 
State website or mailing a donation to: 

Steve Ring, KofC Charities Director.  
8298 Spicebush Terrace
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

Your Disaster Response Team 
Florida State Chairman:                
Ronald Winn
Pensacola-Tallahassee Diocesan Coordinator:              
Vaughn Mikeworth
Diocese of St. Augustine Coordinator:                   
Harry Kimball
Diocese of Orlando Coordinator:                       
Greg L. Sutter
Diocese of St. Petersburg Coordinator:                  
Chris Fazio
Diocese of Venice Coordinator:                        
Greg Masonick
Diocese of Palm Beach Coordinator:                     
Bill Sodan
Archdiocese of Miami Coordinator:                     
Juan I. Rojas
Archdiocese of Nassau Coordinator:                    
Edwin Thompson
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In Support of Hanna's Home

Members of St. Peter Council 13139, 
Jupiter continued its support of 
Hannah’s Home, Tequesta. Local 
pregnancy centers in Florida report 

a desperate need for housing young women and 
their babies. After choosing life for their unborn 
child, many women are rejected and without 
options; living in cars, on park benches, and many 
times with abusers. They need a safe environment 
where they can experience God’s love and blessing 
for choosing life for their baby. 

While there are too few maternity homes where 
the mothers can stay long term and are given the 
gifts of time and support to accomplish their goals, 
Hannah’s Home takes the extra step to invest in 
these young women and their children’s future.

Council Brothers assisted Hannah’s Home 
with two maintenance projects.  Yardwork was 
performed on the property exterior.  Other Knights 
recently painted one of the resident rooms, where 
the mother lives with her child.

But the recent Caronavirus pandemic, a change 
was needed in the council’s support.  Since the 
mothers have to travel outside of the facility for 
various medical and other appointments, help was 
given.  At the request of the council, the wife of one 

of the council members made over a dozen face 
masks for the mothers.  AS the situation evolves, 
the mothers will be able to travel and work jobs, 
which are part of the long term development plan 
for the mothers.  In addition, a member was able 
to obtain two dozen bottles of laundry soap for the 
facility.

The council will continue their long term 
involvement with Hannah’s Home in the future.

A Dedicated and Honorable Knight

Sir Knight James Plungis, a member of 
Mosignor James Reddy Council 6569, 
located at St. Jude Catholic church, 
Tequesta passed away.

Jim was the 2001 Florida State Council Knight 
of the Year.  In receiving that award, Jim said  “As 
long as you are doing things that you enjoy you 
couldn’t ask for anything better.  I really get much 
more from my volunteer work than I give.”

Jim was World War II veteran, serving in the 
US Navy.  He was a long time parishioner at St. 
Jude.

Current State Deputy, Scott O’Connor said of 
Jim:  “Brother Plungis … was certainly a dedicated 
and honorable Knight who worked tirelessly on 
behalf of the Order.  

He will be remembered for his strong work 
ethic and dedication to the principles we hold so 
dearly.”

A committal ceremony was held at Riverside 
Cemetery, Tequesta.  Monsignor Charles 
Notabartolo, Vicar General of the Diocese of 
Palm Beach and Pastor of St. Jude officiated at 
the service.  Approximately 50 people, mainly 
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Brother Knights were present.  
Even with the pandemic 
and restrictions, the large 
number attending the service 
demonstrates the fraternity of 
brother Knights and their love 
of their fallen brother.

As a small token of our continued appreciation for the dedicated first responders in our community the Incarnation Church, Knights of 
Columbus Council #15332, Distributed hundreds of “Tootsie Rolls” to some of the essential workers in our community. We are so very 
Proud of the Many Dedicated Public Servants, Professionals, and Volunteers who continue working to Keep Our Sun Coast Strong.  
Prayers and Thank You for Your Service!

First Responders Deliver Tootsie Rolls
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Council 12376 Provided For Those in Need
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There has been a lot of information in the 
news media concerning COVID-19, one 
of several strains of the Coronavirus.  The 
“round-the-clock” news media coverage 

of COVID-19 tends to imply a far more serious 
disease outbreak than the facts demonstrate. 

For accurate information on this strain of 
coronavirus, we suggest you go to one of the 
following websites:  www.cdc.gov  and/or www.
floridahealth.gov

While there are more than 85,000 documented 
cases around the world (and now two in Florida), 
it is important to remember that in most cases, 
individuals experience cold and flu-like symptoms 
of varying severity, and the number of fatalities 
from this winter’s flu season far exceed those 
resulting from this virus.  As with most diseases 
of this type,  the elderly, those with compromised 
immune systems and the very young have the 
highest risk of increased severity.  

In short, there is no need to panic. However, 
there are some practical steps individuals can take 
to minimize infection by this, a common cold, flu 

or any other airborne disease.  These include:  
• Washing your hands frequently with soap 

and water or alcohol-based hand disinfectants.
• Use disinfecting wipes on surfaces.
• Wipe down surfaces that are touched by 

multiple people, such as shopping carts, door 
handles, and public restroom facilities

• Minimize your exposure in highly 
congested areas, such as elevators, crowded shops 
and businesses. 

• Avoid people who are coughing and 
sneezing.  

• Illnesses with symptoms such as you 
would have with a cold or flu should be reported 
to your doctor.  Do not go to the doctor’s office 
to report; rather call in first, talk to the doctor and 
get instructions so that you do not unnecessarily 
expose others to your illness.

These simple steps can help minimize your 
exposure to this disease.  

Coronavirus Safety

www.cdc.gov
www.floridahealth.gov
www.floridahealth.gov
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Webinar Training for New Officers, Directors, 
District  Deputies

•         Council Growth
•         Member Experience
•         Working with Your Pastor
•         Questions and Answers

The following sessions have been scheduled:
• May 19th 7:00pm Central/8:00pm Eastern
• May 20th 8:00pm Central/9:00pm Eastern
• May 23rd 6:00pm Central/7:00pm Eastern
• May 26th 7:00pm Central/8:00pm Eastern
• May 27th 8:00pm Central/9:00pm Eastern
• June 2nd 6:00pm Central/7:00pm Eastern
• June 3rd 7:00pm Central/8:00pm Eastern
• June 6th 11:00am Central/Noon Eastern
• June 9th 7:00pm Central/8:00pm Eastern
• June 10th 1:00pm Central/2:00pm Eastern
• June 12th 11:00am Central/Noon Eastern
• June 13th 3:00pm Central/4:00pm Eastern

• June 16th 8:00pm Central/9:00pm Eastern
• June 20th Noon Central/1:00pm Eastern
• Additional dates will be added if needed
To register for a session all Brother Knight 
must do is email me at this address and let 
me know the following information:  Name, 
Council Number, Member Number, Position, and 
Training Date. 

Darryl J. Barrios
Regional Training Director – SE Region US
Fraternal Mission Department
Knights of Columbus
Phone – 203-393-8585
darryl.barrios @ kofc.org

Training Schedule

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called 
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to 
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we 
may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify 
your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your 
holy will.

Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Below are some important links for council communications
CLICK HERE for member communications tools

CLICK HERE for remote meetings tools

CLICK HERE for remote voting tools

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYw_wtyxI1WTX6yAg?e=NBxzoT
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYxHDgyGFT5BgXrGA?e=CYcHaO
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgaYyLkdfjA0cUGRy8Q?e=vaBd8g
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

2019-2020 Florida State Charities Raffle Rules and Guide-
lines

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgX677seHpXj4xRfw?e=k8Vutr
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgX677seHpXj4xRfw?e=k8Vutr
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Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

