
February 2020



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 2

INVOCATION

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary

Marybeth O’Connor

Dear Brother Knights and families, 
on Tuesday, January 22, 2020 my 
beautiful wife Marybeth’s nearly 
three-year battle with Metastatic 

Breast Cancer was finished.  She went to be with 
the Lord, at peace and finally free of pain and 
suffering.  

In the days leading up to her passing we received 
an overwhelming amount of support, prayers and 
kindness poured out by our family of Knights 
of Columbus as well as many other friends and 
family.  Just two days before she passed our State 
Chaplain, Monsignor Tom Skindeleski brought 
the portable Mass kit to Marybeth’s Hospice room 
and offered a Mass for her.  

She received the sacrament of reconciliation 
and was absolved of any remaining sin; she 
received the sacrament of anointing of the sick and 
she received the Lord in the form of the Eucharist.  
In other words, she was ready to go home to God.  
In this month’s article I thought I would share with 
you her life story (obituary) which also is posted 
on the following website: scaranofuneralhome.
com/tribute  
Obituary of Marybeth O’Connor

LIFE STORY – Marybeth (Stodolski) O’Connor 
June 25, 1958 – January 22, 2020 A Memorial 
Service will take place on Saturday, February 15, 
2020 at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church, 1301 
SW 136th Avenue, Davie, FL 33325. Tel (954) 
424-9504. Email: cstbonaventurechurch.com. 
Shared experiences and gathering at 10:30 AM, 
Mass 11:00 AM. 

A reception will take place in the parish center 
immediately following the Mass, all are welcome. 
There will be a private internment service at 2:00 
PM at Queen of Heaven Catholic Cemetery, 1500 
S. State Road 7 (441) Fort Lauderdale, FL 33068. 

Marybeth was born in New Castle, PA on 
June 25, 1958 the middle child of parents Eugene 
Alexander Stodolski (father) and Elizabeth (Miller/

Stodolski) McCormick. 
When she was very young 
her father started a new 
job in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
Marybeth went along and 
stayed with her father’s 
parents Eugenia and 
her husband Alexander 
Stodolski, eventually, the 
entire family joined them 
in Erie. Marybeth attended 
St. Jude School up until 
the 2nd grade. In 1966, she 
transferred to Our Lady of 
Peace Middle School, following graduation, she 
went to Villa Maria Academy (Highschool) and 
attended through part of her sophomore year. The 
family then moved to DeKalb Illinois, where her 
father worked for the A.O. Smith Corporation. 
She finished her sophomore year and continued 
the rest of her high school education at DeKalb 
Senior High.

 She met her future husband, Scott Arthur 
O’Connor in the fall of 1974. 

Her first job was part-time job working at a 
KFC restaurant and Scott had a friend who worked 
at the same place, Scott would often stop by to 
see his friend and grab some chicken, on one such 
occasion he happened to see this beautiful blond 
working the counter. They began to date and soon 
it was evident that this was a special relationship. 
Marybeth attended Northern Illinois University 
(NIU) where her husband later graduated. While 
at NIU, she got a job working in the Accounting 
Department at the College of Business. Marybeth 
and Scott were married on June 29, 1977 at Christ 
the Teacher Chapel, Newman Center on the NIU 
Campus.

 Their first home was a small 1,000 SF ranch 
style house built right after WWII; Marybeth 
quickly applied her “green-thumb” and planted 
gardens and many flowers around the property 
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transforming it into an amazing display of 
colors. She would continue enjoying gardening 
the remainder of her life. In 1982 her first child 
was born, Magen Nicole (O’Connor) Naret. 
After Magen was old enough to attend day-
care, Marybeth returned to the workplace as a 
bookkeeper for the Wurlitzer Company, who then 
manufactured world famous pianos and organs. 
She then went to work for DeKalb Pfizer now 
“Pfizer” corporation. 

In 1986 the family 
moved to the suburbs of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
Marybeth then went to work 
for Price Waterhouse now 
“PricewaterhouseCoopers” 
one of the leading 
accounting firms. In 1988 
her second child Alexis 
Katherine (O’Connor) 
Turley was born. The family 
then relocated back to the 
Chicago area for one year 
and in 1990 they moved to 
Weston Florida. Marybeth 
worked for several law 
firms during the years they 
spent in Weston. 

The next move took the 
family to Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Florida where Marybeth 
worked for Martin, Ade, 
Birchfield & Mickler, a Jacksonville law firm. She 
continued her hobbies of candle making, baking 
and gardening, with Scott setting up a “Candle 
Factory” in the garage for her, so that she could 
make seasonal candles in production batches. 

She loved to make and give as gifts, candles 
and baked goods for all occasions. In 2000 they 
moved to Charlotte, North Carolina for a brief stop 
then in 2002 they moved back to the South Florida 
area for good. In 2005 Marybeth went to work for 
the Brinkley Morgan law firm, in Fort Lauderdale 
as the bookkeeper where she was employed at the 
time of her death.

She always loved working in the legal field, 
enjoying the company of her co-workers. On most 

days she was at the office 10 to 12 hours because 
“the work has to be done”. Marybeth enjoyed 
traveling and with her husband, was able to visit 
many parts of the world including trips to Hawaii, 
the Bahamas, Bermuda, the Caribbean, Europe, 
Thailand, India and other exciting destinations. 
Marybeth and her family were parishioners at  
St. Bonaventure Catholic Church in Davie, Florida 
collectively for nearly 30 years. 

Marybeth’s husband became active in the local 
Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, No. 12240. She 
was always willing to help, 
setting up tables for dinners, 
making decorations and 
deserts and trying to see 
that everyone had a nice 
time. As her husband rose 
through the ranks eventually 
becoming a state officer, 
Marybeth was always there 
to help. 

At the time of her death 
they had achieved the 
highest rank of State Deputy 
for the Florida Jurisdiction. 
At the state level events, 
Marybeth would often bake 
special treats and arrange 
them in little gift bags, then 
place them on the hotel 
room doors of VIP’s. One 

time a hotel guest (not affiliated with Knights 
of Columbus) who was most likely a high-level 
frequent-traveler in the hotels program, came 
down to the desk to complain to the management 
that he “did not get the special goodie bag”. The 
hotel had to let him know it was not part of their 
program. 

She and her husband chose to support Vocations 
development as their theme for their administration. 
Marybeth would often bake cookies for them and 
see that they were delivered around holiday times. 
Even after the disease began to take her strength 
away and the pain of just walking became an 
ordeal, she wanted to continue to support the work 
that was being done by the Knights for the Church. 
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She attended conventions riding her electric 
scooter up and down the halls delivering her 
goodie packages and good cheer. She was looking 
forward to our next convention and had already 
begun to plan the program just two-weeks before 
she passed.

Besides baking and gardening, Marybeth 
loved spending time with her family at the beach 
collecting shells and sharks’ teeth, studying the 
weather and watching thunderstorms roll in. She 
was very fond of her animal friends, feeding the 
squirrels, blue jays and other critters was part of 
her daily routine, basically taking care of all those 
around her.

Marybeth is survived by her husband Scott 
A. O’Connor, two daughters Magen (O’Connor) 
Naret, Alexis (O’Connor) Turley, two grandsons 
Andrew Naret and Jeffrey Naret. Her mother 
Elizabeth (Stodolski) McCormick; five sisters; 
Karen Kirley, Linda Stodolski, Barbie Byrne, 
Lisa Haag, Lauren Costello; thirteen nieces and 
nephews; Mark Kirley, Jen Campbell, Chris 
Byrne, Patrick Byrne, Reverend Matthew Byrne, 
Katie Root, Jeffrey Byrne, Ricky Glenn, Nikkole 
Romans, Tyler Stodolski, Jacob Haag, Laura 

Haag, Joshua Costello and 16 grand nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her grandparents 
Eugene Alexander Stodolski, Barbara “Busha” 
Stodolski, John and Susan “Nana” Miller and 
her father Eugene A. Stodolski. Those wanting to 
donate should consider supporting the Vocations 
fund for seminarians or religious. Donations 
can be routed through Florida K of C Charities, 
Inc. “Vocations Fund” in memory of Marybeth 
O’Connor. http://www.floridakofccharities.org/
donate-today.

Brother Knights, on behalf of my family I 
wish to thank you all for your many cards, emails 
and condolences, please remember that the best 
way we can pay tribute to someone is to see that 
their vision is carried out.  Marybeth was always 
looking forward to the next event or the next 
opportunity to help our jurisdiction be the best it 
could be.  I know she will be praying for us all, let 
us go forward and finish this year building up the 
Body of Christ and helping to support vocations as 
she would want it to be done.

Vivat Jesus

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for 
information about the life, 

works and spirituality of Father 
McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 
sent free to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?

http://www.floridakofccharities.org/donate-today
http://www.floridakofccharities.org/donate-today
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Dear Brothers in Christ, we’ve lost 
a good friend on earth last month 
but, hopefully, have gained her 
intercession for the Knights in 

heaven. After courageously and tenaciously 
fighting a long battle with cancer, MARYBETH 
O’CONNOR, wife of Florida State Deputy, Scott 
O’Connor, went to the Lord on January 22nd, 
ironically the anniversary of the infamous Roe 
v. Wade decision of SCOTUS (the U.S. Supreme 
Court). 

She was a devout and faithful Catholic, well-
versed in matters of our faith and its teachings, 
such as those on the dignity and sacredness of 
human life. Her funeral at her home parish of  
St. Bonaventure in Weston, concelebrated by 
several priests, reminds us all of the brevity of life 
and the need to live it well, making sure that the 
teachings of Jesus and the Apostles are foremost 
in our minds and hearts. 

Jesus wants nothing more than for us to be 
with Him and the Father, and Marybeth set a 
good example for dealing with the realities of life. 
Please remember to pray for the repose of her soul 
and the consolation of her family. May she rest in 
the peace of the loving arms of Christ, along with 
so many relatives and friends who await us to join 
them one day in heaven.

The Bahamas awaits our helping hands this 
coming July. For all those who intend to go with 
me to assist our brother Knight, Archbishop Pinder 
of Nassau, and his people in rebuilding their lost 
churches and lost schools, you need to e-mail me 
of your intentions to join in the recovery program. 
My e-mail address is frtom@bellsouth.net. 

State Deputy Scott O’Connor and I have been 
working with the Archbishop in facilitating plans 
to bring over a limited number of men who are 
willing to spend nine days at manual labor and 
prayer, assisting our brother Knights in the 
Bahamas from July 18 to July 26. I visited him 

back in late September 
to get his input on the 
extent of the damage 
and what we might be 
able to contribute in the 
way of assistance. We 
are still working out the 
details on transportation 
and lodging, and will let 
you know the exact cost 
for each Knight. I don’t 
expect it to be over $300. 

As with our Guatemala 
trips, only Knights and their sons (grandsons) who 
have registered with me will be able to go on this 
volunteer trip. When we’ve reached our capacity 
(around 38-40), we’ll close the list. For sure, you 
will need an updated passport to travel there. So 
please e-mail me your name, Council # and phone 
contact ASAP! 

Please don’t forget that the holy season of 
Lent begins this Ash Wednesday, February 26th. 
That day as well as all Fridays of Lent are days of 
Abstinence, meaning NO MEAT or meat products 
for anyone from age 14 upward. Fasting on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday means one full meal 
for those between the ages of 18-59. Make a good 
Lent! 

Vivat Jesus! 

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

The Realities of Life
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On February 2nd the Eastern 
Church celebrated the Feast of the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple to 
Simeon and the Prophetis Anna. This 

is a very interesting Feast in two ways.   It is one 
of the oldest Feasts of the Church and the Feast 
originated in Jerusalem in the fourth century. The 
second interesting point of the Feast is why Jesus 
was brought into the Temple.

Simeon was inspired by the Holy Spirit in 
regard to the coming of the Messiah and Simeon 
constantly prayed in the Temple that he might see 
the Messiah.  Jesus was brought into the Temple 
and Simeon seeing Jesus took Him into his arms 
and said " Now you may dismiss your servant  
O Lord for I have seen my salvation...". God 
granted to Simeon the privilege of seeing the 
Messiah.  The Prophetis Anna who also was in 
the Temple praying for the Messiah saw Jesus 
and also affirmed He was the Messiah.  Simeon 
also said that Jesus was be a contradiction to the 
Hebrews and a folly to the Gentiles. And, so He 
was. First, the Jews did not understand Him and 
the Gentiles mocked Him.

More importantly, Jesus was brought into 
the Temple to be dedicated according to Jewish 
ritual, in service to God. Interestingly, each of us 
as Catholics were brought into the Church to be 
baptized in service to God. We were made the 
body of Christ by baptism and our obligation of 

service is to make known 
the Name of Jesus to the 
world. By Jewish ritual 
the ministry of Jesus was 
to become that Sacrificial 
Lamb and we in baptism 
were commissioned to 
make known to others, that 
Sacrifice, by the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus for our salvation. 
This knowledge of the 
Feast should humble each 
one of us. And, in that 
knowledge of His mission cause us to commit 
ourselves to that ministry of making known to the 
world the Saving Name of Jesus.

In a couple of weeks, we will begin the Great 
Fast or the Lenten Season. As a priority of this 
great time of self-evaluation and reflection, let us 
commit ourselves to evaluate our commitment to 
living Christ in the world and through that living 
of Christ, continue the perfection of the world that 
Jesus began by His Sacrifice on the Cross.

God bless you all

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple

Former State Chaplain Rev. 
Salvatore Pignato

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  You Tube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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I hope that everybody survived our 3-day 
winter in mid-January. I wanted to start by 
reminding everyone that councils should 
start holding elections for delegates to attend 

our State Convention in May. Remember for your 
council to send delegates to our State Convention 
the council cannot be suspended by Supreme or 
by the State. 

The council can be in good standing per 
Supreme but can be on the State suspended list if 
the council has not paid their per capita bill. Please 
send me an email or check the State Website to see 
if your council is on the suspended list. Majority 
of the councils are in good standing but there is 
still a few that are delinquent in paying their per 
capita to the State.

 I hope that everyone has been able to see the 
new degree be administered to new members. This 
new process should help prospective members not 
only join the order and your council but should 
help in recruiting members to be future officers. 
As a State we are behind our Membership numbers 
by a large number. Remember the Delta Church 
Drives and the new degree is a tool to help us 
with potential members so please go out there and 
recruit and hold a degree at your council. 

I hope that our State Deputies next conference 

call with Regional 
Directors and District 
Deputies, that all the 
District Deputies report 
that they held a degree 
and each council recruited 
a new member. Make our 
State Deputy happy with 
positive results.

Please keep these goals 
for February:

1) At least one 
Degree in each council

2) Each Council recruit 3 new members
3) Each council hold one special event for 

Vocations
4) Each council hold one special event for 

one of the following:
a. Church Activities
b. Community Activities
c. Family Activities

I also want to congratulate Grand Knight 
Michael Adamus from Council 12235 in Orlando 
for being recognized in last months Columbia 
magazine. Michael is doing a great job as Grand 
Knight of the council.

State Secretary Robert  
Urrutia and Lucille

By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

State Convention Preparations

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called 
your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to 
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we 
may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify 
your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your 
holy will.

Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses 
its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no 
longer good for anything but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot.” (Gospel for Feb. 9, Mt 5:13)

Imagine that you’re at a steakhouse, and 
your plate finally arrives. Then, just as you 
are looking for the salt, you learn that the 
restaurant has completely run out of it. It’s 

easy to see that without salt, our food can be bland 
and tasteless. Turning to the words of our Lord, 
has your life of faith become bland and insipid? 
Jesus did not die for our sake in order that we 
might offer the world a mediocre reflection of his 
life. As we embark on our Lenten journey, may 
we strive to be men who season the world and 
our communities with the salt of an authentic and 
inspiring Christian life.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to sharpen your 
Christian witness by saying grace before meals 
at home and in public. Second, as you begin your 
Lenten journey, I challenge you to develop your 
“saltiness” through spiritual reflection, either with 
the Faith in Action Spiritual Reflection program or 
on a more informal basis.
Questions for Reflection:

When was the last time you intentionally 
brought up your faith in a conversation? How did 
saying grace in public differ from saying it in the 
home? Practically speaking, what would you need 
to do to take your Christian “saltiness” to the next 
level?

On the evening 
of January 
18th, Council 
5150 of the 

Knights of Columbus in 
Orlando, Fl. hosted the first 
Knights Spaghetti Dinner at  
St. Charles Borromeo. Our 
event had two purposes, to 
gather and celebrate as a 
Parish community and raise 
funds for new vestments for 
the upcoming liturgical year. 
Parishioners were asked to 
bring their best tasting meatballs to the dinner. 

The meatballs were tasted, and scored by four 
unbiased judges. The judges included our two 
parish priests and two parishioners with restaurant 
experience. Many thanks go to the great help from 
Brother Knights of Council 5150. Due to their 
help, the event was a great success! 

Because of this success, the Council is planning 
a macaroni and cheese dinner contest in the coming 
months. This dinner will continue the fundraising 
efforts to pay for the church vestments. Many 
thanks to ALL those who attended, and enjoyed 
the food and fellowship of the evening, we look 
forward to some awesome macaroni and cheese!

Spaghetti Dinner and Meatball Contest
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Knights Provide Assistance to Centers

The Pregnancy and Family Life Center 
of Citrus County (PFLC) offers life 
affirming options to women facing 
unplanned pregnancies, the support 

they need to have a healthy baby and the resources 
needed to choose adoption.  

All services are free and confidential.  They 
assist families from the initial visit until, if 
needed, the time their youngest child graduates 
from high school.  Since the PFLC provides such 
needed services to the Community, and provides 
and encourages alternatives to abortion, the  
St. Scholastica Knights of Columbus Council 
14485 has been assisting them in their efforts. 

 The St. Scholastica Knights and the Culture 
of Life Ministry of St. Scholastica Parish conduct 
an annual Baby Bottle Campaign.  They hand out 
empty baby bottles to St. Scholastica parishioners 
on Mothers Day, asking them to fill the bottles up 
with spare change and return the bottles on Fathers 
Day. 

 In 2019, $6,000 was collected and donated to 
the PFLC from St. Scholastica Parishioners.  The 
amount donated by St. Scholastica Knights and 
the Culture of Life Ministry over the last seven 
years has been over $36,800. In January 2019, 
the St. Scholastica Knights hosted a dinner/dance 
to raise funds to assist the PFLC, resulting in a 
donation of $1,500.  

The Knights and the Culture of Life Ministry 
provide a drop box at St. Scholastica Church 
for diaper donations which are delivered to the 
PFLC.  St. Scholastica Knights who volunteer at 
Daystar Life Center’s thrift store monitor baby 
and children clothes and transport excess clothes 
to the PFLC for distribution to their clients. One 
St. Scholastica Knight transports approximately 
360 pounds of frozen meat, once a month, from 
the Food Bank of Citrus County in Homosassa to 
the PFLC in Inverness.  He has been doing this 
since 2015.

In 2019, the Knights from St. Scholastica 
Council made many improvements to the exterior 

of the PFLC building in Inverness.  They cleaned 
the roof and gutters, trimmed hedges, removed old 
pavers and plants, cut and removed several loads 
of trees, shrubs and debris from the grounds.  

The Knights pressure washed the entire exterior 
of the building, two sheds and concrete surfaces.  
Inside the structure, they demolished several 
rooms of old book shelves and partitions, repaired 
and painted walls and ceilings in 12 rooms.  The 
Knights repaired several electrical outlets and 
replaced several ceiling light fixtures.  

They updated plumbing, repaired walls and 
painted in two bathrooms.  The Knights repaired, 
sanded and painted several door casings and built 
new shelves in the reception area.  The Knights 
donated over 1,500 man-hours in renovating the 
PFLC Building and cleaning up the grounds.  

With the support of the Knights, the ability of 
the PFLC to continue its great work should extend 
far into the future.
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Several key Knights of Columbus officials 
participated in the dedication of a new 
ultrasound machine at Alpha Women’s 
Center in Bunnell on January 22.

The purchase of the machine was made possible 
through funds raised in the fourth annual Coastal 
Laps for Life, a joint effort among Councils in 
Districts 17, 18, 20 and 29, matched by funds 
from Supreme. To date, this venture has placed 
six ultrasound machines at northern and central 
Florida locations. 

Notre Dame Council 10514 Flagler Beach was 
the Host Council for 2019, with Our Lady of Hope 
Council 8086 Port Orange the Core Council. Other 
participating councils included 12569 Church of 
the Epiphany, Port Orange; 4934 Sacred Heart, 
New Smyrna Beach; and 8791 Prince of Peace, 
Ormond Beach; and Father Charles Spellman 

Council 6125 Rockledge.
The dedication including a special blessing by 

Father Chris Hoffmann, Our Lady of Hope Pastor 
and Chaplain of Council 8086, and Faithful Friar 
for the Florida Fourth Degree. Father Manny 
Lopez, Chaplain of Council 10514 and Pastor of 
Santa Maria del Mar Catholic Church in Flagler 
Beach, offered the opening prayer. 

Also on hand were SK Paul Gloekler, State 
Pro-Life Events Chairman; SK Kevin Ryan, 
District Deputy, District 17; SK Mike Boullion, 
GK of Council 10514; SK Duane Berreth, Culture 
of Life Coordinator for Council 10514; SK Ron 
Wollek, DGK and Host Council Coordinator 
for Council 10514; and SK Tim Mell, PGK and 
Service Program Director of Council 8086.

Volusia Knights Dedicate Ultrasound
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The Knights of Columbus 
Council Level Basketball 
Competition was conducted 

on Saturday January 25th, at 1:00pm 
at the Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church Gymnasium. All participants 
received a beautiful Knights of 
Columbus certificate of participation, 
and the winners in their age category 
received a free Knights Basketball, 
embedded with the Knights of 
Columbus emblem. 

Plenty of donuts, cookies, and 
water were provided to all the 
participants. Thanks to the following 
Knights who volunteered their time 
to make this event memorable: Jose 
Ferrer, David McPherson, Paul Cline, 
Christopher May, Manuel Prieto 
and Tony Pagan. Special thanks to 
other volunteers: Charlene Ferrer, 
German Martinez, Paulette Sacedo. 
The following participants won in 
their age category and will compete 
at the District level at Bishop Moore 
High School on Saturday, February 
15th: Eduardo , 11year old category 
winner, and 14th year old category 
winner, Leandro. Thanks to all who 
participated, and congratulations to 
the winners who will compete again 
in a few weeks!

Council Hosts Basketball Competition

During the weekend of February 1-2, 2020, Broth-
er Knights from Knights of Columbus Council 6624 
and their Columbiettes Auxiliary participated in a 
Ministry Fair weekend at Holy Redeemer Parish. 
During the event, more than 40 ministries and 
organizations took part, offering food, drink and 
prizes for parishioners of all ages.  The goal was 
to attract and recruit new volunteers to serve in 
various roles throughout the Parish.  For Council 
6624, it was an opportunity to increase awareness 
in the parish, especially within the Hispanic Com-
munity, in hopes of recruiting new members and 
setting up a Spanish Round Table at Holy Redeem-
er Church later this year.
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Knights of Christ Our Redeemer 
Council 13527, Niceville FL, have 
been helping to renovate a local 
elderly care home in the city. The Twin 

Cities Pavilion in Niceville, sponsored by Elder 
Care Services of Okaloosa County, is a nonprofit 
charity and depends mostly on donations. SK 
Greg Muntzner, Past Grand Knight of 13527 is 
Vice President on the Board of Directors for the 
charity. He and his wife, Maryann Koechel take 
a very active part in supporting operations of The 
Pavilion.

The facility provides services for low to middle 
income seniors. Local organizations, businesses, 
and churches actively support the assisted living 
home with financial donations, supplies and 
volunteer services. Council 13527 has supported 
the facility for years with monthly monetary 
donations and donated supplies. Renovating 
and maintaining the facility is ongoing and also 
depends heavily on volunteers.

In January, Knights of 13527 gave a two-person 
room a complete makeover with a new ceiling, 
walls and flooring.  After doors were walled up 
and new walls installed, the Christ Our Redeemer 
Youth Group enjoyed a painting party giving 
the room a cheery look for the new occupants. 

Following this, a new floor was laid using flooring 
donated by a local Baptist Church.

Council 13527 adapted and expanded support 
for The Pavilion under the new Helping Hands 
program. SK Ron Rabiansky (also our Faith 
Director) coordinates volunteer support. We 
always receive heartfelt gratitude from the directors 
and staff of the home. Thanks, however, seem 
gratuitous when you walk through the building 
and see firsthand and up close the great need to 
help our neighbor, and how just a little individual 
effort from many people can accomplish immense 
good. That’s Faith in Action!  

Council Renovates Elder Care Home
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Region 7 hosted a membership rally 
and Combined Degree at St. Vincent 
Ferrer Council 13996 on Saturday, 
Jan. 25.  Approximately 130 Knights 

and family members attended one or both of these 
events.  This included 13 new Knights and family 
who observed the ceremony.

The Rally included presentations by Regional 
Administrator Bill Sodan; District Deputy 68 
Gerald Liparito; District Deputy 69 Dr. Osmany 
Periu; and District Deputy 66 Mario Garcia.  
District Deputy 65 Billy Van Keuren and District 
Deputy 67 Don Callo were also present.  

Presentations of benefits of Knighthood and 
information about the Knights were made by 
distinguished representatives from the Florida 
State Council,  including:  Monsignor Tom 
Skindeleski, State Chaplain and host for the Rally; 
George Hayek, Marketing Brands Director; Ron 
Brown, State Ceremonials Director; Angel Luis 
Rodriguez Rivers, State VAVS Representative; 
Jeff Toeniskoetter, Assistant General Agent of the 
Urrutia Agency;  Jonathan Knaus, Field agent; 
and Joseph Coicou, Vice District Marshal for the 
Florida District of the Fourth Degree.

Region 7 Conducts Exemplification
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In a continuing effort to support Hannah’s 
Home in Tequesta, members of the St. Peter 
Council 13139, Jupiter, recently assisted 
with general maintenance of the shrubs 

and exterior of the home. Members brought yard 
tools and performed trimming of the shrubs and 
landscaping maintenance at the facility.

Hannah’s Home is unique.  It is a shelter which 
helps women who choose to keep their babies and 
transition their lives.

It is a residential facility, where the women 
agree to remain during the pregnancy and a set 
period afterwards.  In this way, the women are 
able to rebuild their lives to ensure success after 
giving birth.  The facility provides counseling to 
the women in a variety of subjects; to include, 
child care and financial management.  The women 
also obtain employment to build up funds for their 
eventual move from the home.  

St. Peter’s council has been raising and making 
donations for the home’s operation and doing a 
variety of maintenance jobs at the facility.  

St. Peter Council Supports Hannah’s Home

Here are some upcoming events for the 4th 
Degree of the Florida District.

March 28th, 2020 Bradenton, Florida 
Exemplification - CLICK for more information. 

April 4th, 2020 Biennial Florida State 
Assembly Meeting - CLICK for more 
information

Fourth Degree Florida District – De Soto Province

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgZwkhu6d4VslzF8pug?e=AAorTF
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgZxjZJe1yy51ek3oCA
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgZxjZJe1yy51ek3oCA
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In support of the parish and in collaboration 
with the Parish priests Fr. Caesar Russo and 
Fr. Muntasser Haddad the Knights sponsored 
the preparation and serving Chicken 

nuggets, fries and water dinner meal for the kids 
on December 19th 2019 at the church social Hall. 

The Church youth group organized the event 
activities and assisted the Knights in serving the 
dinner to the participating kids and their families 
as well as engaging them in games and organizing 
a visit by Santa Claus. The children sang Christmas 
carols, played games and were entertained by the 
Parish youth group. 

The donations collected will benefit the parish 

financially to help it meet its obligations.
There were almost 50 kids that attended the 

Christmas event. 
Council 13890 has been working closely with 

the parish priest to promote family nights at the 
parish hall that includes preparation of dinners, 
engaging families in current social topics that 
concern life, morality and raising the young and 
youthful to be authentic Catholic Christians in a 
secular culture.  

Council Holds Christmas Fest
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St. Scholastica Knights of Columbus 
Council 14485 recently donated $4,500, 
raised from the selling of raffle tickets, to 
help renovate the cabins at Our Lady of 

Good Counsel Camp in Floral City.  The Camp 
has been involved with the youth of Citrus 
County, Florida and beyond, for over 70 years.  It 
is owned and operated by the Catholic Diocese of 
St. Petersburg.  At the Camp, tens of thousands of 
children have been able to experience nature, in 
all of God’s glory, enjoy fellowship in a warm and 
caring environment and have new experiences and 
memories, which will last a lifetime.

Every Summer, the Camp welcomes over 500 
boys and girls, of all faiths between the ages of 7 
and 15, to take part in its Summer Program and 
activities.    Most of the buildings are the original 
structures, dating back to the 1940s and 1950s, 
including 12 cabins used to house the youth 
participants.  The cabins are currently rustic in 
nature with weeping mortar walls, screened doors 
and windows.  They have no insulation, heating or 
air-conditioning.  The renovation of the 12 cabins 
will consist of the installation of insulation, new 
windows, new doors, air-conditioning, heaters and 
new bunk beds and is estimated to cost $212,000.    

With updated cabins, it would allow the youth 
groups and ministries who use the cabins, to be 
more comfortable during the hot and humid 
Summer months, and cooler Winter months.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Camp

Council 8086 Habitat for Humanity/John 
O’Malley - Our Lady of Hope Port Orange Coun-
cil 8086 participated in its quarterly Habitat for 
Humanity volunteer service. Continuing to work 
at the Edgewater site for at least the sixth year, 
Knights installed studs for the inside walls of a 
new house.
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Because of its central location in the 
State, Knights of Columbus St. Cloud/
Kissimmee Council 6624 has hosted the 
District, Regional, and State Spelling 

Bee competitions at its hall for several years.  
This year, the2020 Florida State Spelling Bee 

Competition was held on February 1, 2020, and as 
expected, students and their parents flocked to the 
Council 6624 hall from all over the State in hopes 
of being named the State Spelling Bee champion. 

Competition for both group 1 (5th-6th grades) 
and group 2 (7th-8th grades) was very keen as the 
students quickly spelled words that left most of 
the adults watching in amazement.  

Finally, after several rounds, this year's 
State Spelling Bee Champions were named.  
Congratulations to all the competitors and the 
winners for a terrific event, and a special thank you 
to the parents, Grand Knights and Brother Knight 
volunteers, who helped make it another success.

KofC State Spelling Bee Champions

GRADES 7-8 
1ST PLACE   $100.00
ANGELA S
2ND PLACE $50.00
JAYDEN T
3RD PLACE $25.00
CELENA T

GRADES 5-6
1ST PLACE   $100.00
VIVIENNE T
2ND PLACE $50.00
ERIC S
3RD PLACE $25.00
MARK N
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Prince of Peace Knights of Columbus Council 8791 kicked off its annual Citizens with Disabilities Annual Fund-Raising Campaign on 
January 24th, at the Publix in Town Square, Ormond Beach.  Past Grand Knight Bart Teracino and District 18 Warden Harold Ben-
nett are pictured with Shannon Jackson and Special Olympian Rilea Jackson while passing out Tootsie Rolls. 
The Council has special thanks to the Publix Supermarket Company and its stores at Towne Square, Holly Hill, and Latitude Landings  
n Daytona Beach for supporting this worthwhile fundraising campaign.

Council Holds Tootsie Roll Drive

Greetings Brother Knights from the FSC 
Special Olympics Chairman. Things 
have been rapidly changing over the 
past few months and with the dust now 

settling we are ready to move forward with the 
Bocce program with Special Olympics Florida.

We’re asking 10 Knights (and/or their 
wives, children etc.) from 5 different counties 
to participate in the Special Olympics Bocce 
program. The Knights will be paired with an 
Olympian (called a unified partner) and have 
approximately 10 practice sessions to determine a 
handicap. They will then participate in the County 
games. If the team wins in the County games 
they will advance to the area games. If they win 
the area games they will advance to the State 
games at Disney’s ESPN Wide World of Sports 
in Orlando. The team will travel together with the 
other athletes from the area and stay on Disney 
property and meals will be included. What an 

honor that will be to represent your council at the 
State games! If you’re interested contact me asap 
as the practices will start in February.

Many councils are starting their Citizens with 
Disabilities Campaign. Be sure to reach out to 
your Special Olympics County Director to ask for 
help from Olympians. The athletes are more than 
happy to support the Knights in appreciation of 
the support from the Knights.

The Summer Games will happen in March and 
April for most counties. Be sure to get your council 
involved. It can be as simple as showing up to 
cheer for the Olympians as they give their all, or it 
can be a support role such as staffing a concession 
stand or even coaching if you have the desire. In 
any case you can’t outgive the love you’ll receive 
from the Olympians and their families.

You can reach me at flkofcdd72@gmail.com. 
Vivat Jesus.
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Ages 5-7
Isabelle R
Punta Gorde
Council #12456

Ages 8-10
Sebastian C
Niceville
Council #13527

Ages 11-14
Annalise L
Sarasota
Council #15332

BEST POSTER (The council did not comply 
with Safe Environment, thus not submitted to 
Supreme)

Abigail K

2019-2020 State of Florida Keep Christ 
In Christmas Poster Winners. After extensive 
deliberations the following are our state winners 
in the age categories and plaques were mailed to 

them directly. I also awarded a trophy to the young 
lady whose poster was deemed "best in the state" 
but whose council did not meet Safe Environment 
compliance.

Keep Christ in Christmas

Please be advised that due to significant 
feedback from the field, we are changing 
the requirements for the Insurance Quota 
Pilot, effective immediately. 

In order to fulfill their insurance quota from the 
fraternal year, a council must hold one fraternal 
benefits night, instead of two as had previously 
been communicated. 

All other requirements and rules are the same 
as they were in the original announcement. As a 
reminder, they are: 

• The pilot will run from now until June 30, 
2020. 

• All councils in your jurisdictions no longer 
have an insurance quota for this fraternal year.  

• Instead, they have a requirement to hold 
one fraternal benefits night in conjunction with 
their field agent. 

• If a council successfully holds one 
fraternal benefits night between now and June 30, 
it will meet its insurance requirement. If it does 
not, it will not. This new insurance requirement 
will hold all of the same star council implications 

as the previous version. 
• In order for a fraternal benefits night to 

count towards a council’s requirement it must:
• Be organized by the council.
• Be promoted by the council both to 

membership and the broader parish community.
• Draw a crowd consisting of at least 10 

age-eligible and membership-eligible men (either 
members or potential members) to purchase our 
insurance products. 

• In order for a fraternal benefits night 
to be recorded by the Supreme Council, it must 
be reported by the General Agent in writing to 
CouncilGrowth@kofc.org. No other methods will 
be accepted.

Changes in The McGivney Award Requirements
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Brothers the 2020 State Convention will be 
upon on very soon. You have already been seeing 
emails about how to register the Delegates on the 
new website. Besides registering the Delegates, 
you will need to reserve you room as well as 
purchasing ads to be inserted into the Convention 
Book. 

The links below will take you to the forms for 
purchasing the ads for your Districts. There is also 
an opportunity to purchase advertisement if you 
own a business.

Here is the information for the Hotel and how 
to reserve your room:

HYATT REGENCY ORLANDO
9801 International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819 
Reservations:  https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/

group-booking/MCORO/G-MKNT available 24 
hours

-or-
Contact Hyatt Hotels & Resorts Reservations 

402-593-5048. 
You must ask for "Florida State Council - 

Knights of Columbus”.

 To see how to purchase advertisements go to   
2020 Convention

The Florida State Council Marketing Team is 
looking for an Advertising Chairman to primarily 
help selling advertising for the 2020 Florida State 
Council Convention. 

The Advertising Chairman would be responsible 
to organize, plans and solicits advertisements from 
Brother Knights who are business owners. He 
would also establish a team across the jurisdiction 
to solicit ads. 

A sponsor or advertiser can be a Brother Knight, 
Brother Knight business owner, commercial 
business with an affinity to our principles, non-

profit corporation that do similar work, service 
providers in other fields of endeavor aligned with 
KofC.

Sponsor vetting process done by the 
Advertising/Marketing committee with the State 
Advocate.

If this is something that you are interested in 
doing please contact George Hayek, Marketing 
Director. You can call him at 954-629-2428 or 
email him at gahayek@bellsouth.net.

Dear brother knights and families and 
supporters of vocations to serve our Church 
and world, we were recently informed that our 
beloved First Lady of the Florida State Council, 
Mary Beth O’Connor, passed away after a lengthy 
illness.  She was greatly devoted to the cause of 
an increase of vocations through prayerful support 
of time, talent and treasure.  In her memory, I am 
beginning a new fund to financially support our 
seminarians and all pursuing religious vocations.  

It will be called the Mary Beth O’Connor Holy 
Angels Memorial Fund for Vocations.  

I am asking each council and assembly in the 
Florida jurisdiction to make one pledge to this 
fund.  Please dedicate one fundraising activity to 
this fund.  It can be a dinner, fish fry, social event 
etc.  Send the net proceeds made payable to the 
Florida K of C Charities Inc./Holy Angels Fund.  
Mail it to my attention and address.  

Catholic Charities

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgZ1uS0qivGiY4mSj4w?e=iwPJwV
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/MCORO/G-MKNT
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/MCORO/G-MKNT
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgZ1uS0qivGiY4mSj4w?e=iwPJwV
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I thank all of you for your generous support of 
the Holy Apostles Fund thus far.  Your generosity 
exceeded my prayers a thousand-fold.  Please 
continue to support it.  

Make a special effort to honor this special lady 
with generous contributions to this new fund so 
when we gather for the annual State Convention 
your council or assembly will be inscribed on 
the Mary Beth O’Connor Holy Angels Memorial 
Fund for Vocations Honor Roll.  

How many times do we pray for people, when 
we are supposed to be the answer to that prayer? 
If you say the simple prayer ‘use me to serve 
you’ every day, God is going to use you today, 
tomorrow, and the next day. He’s going to use you 
every day that you’re willing.

This is our mission as Knights of Columbus.  
Offer prayers daily, prayerfully give of your 
treasure and be the answer to a prayer each day.  

Giving to this fund will be an answer to May Beth’s 
prayers.  Be assured that she is continuing to pray 
for us and our work in this world.  As she was a 
shining example of self-sacrifice with dignity and 
grace so let our efforts to establish this fund show 
our prayer in action.  

We will continue to see her with all our faithful 
departed gathered at each Mass around the 
Eucharistic table.  Let us “Put Out into the Deep” 
yet again and generously and lovingly contribute 
so vocations will never want financially,  

If you wish to make individual contributions, 
they will be accepted as well.  Continue to pray for 
our State Deputy Scott O’Connor at this difficult 
time and let him know we are his brothers and 
here for him.

Fraternally, Mark W. Lynn

Delta Church Drives
A 45-Minute Workshop on how to conduct 

the newest version of a church drive.  The Delta 
Church Drive is a simpler & friendlier program 
that integrates the Online Membership system.

Tuesdays - 11:00 AM Central/Noon Eastern
Thursdays - 8:00 PM Central/9:00 PM Eastern
Saturdays - 2:00 PM Central/3:00 PM Eastern
Note – There will be NO trainings on the 

following dates:
• Thursday, February 20th
• Tuesday, February 25th
• Saturday, February 29th
• Saturday, March 7th
• Thursday, March 19th

Making a Lasting Difference in Your 
Community

A 30-minute workshop to learn how to better 
integrate your council into the life of your parish 
and grow your council at the same time.

Alternating Wednesdays - 7:00 PM 
Central/8:00 PM Eastern (See schedule below)

Saturdays - 1:00 PM Central/2:00 PM Eastern
This training will alternate on Wednesdays 

with Member Experience.  The Making a Lasting 
Difference in Your Community schedule is as 
follows:

• February 19th
• March 11th
• March 25th
Note – There will be NO trainings on the 

following dates:
• Wednesday, February 26th
• Saturday, February 29th
• Saturday, March 7th

Member Experience
A 30-minute workshop on how to ensure that 

all council members (including officers) have a 
positive membership experience.

Alternating Wednesdays - 7:00 PM 
Central/8:00 PM Eastern (See schedule below)

Training Calendar for February-March 2020
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Saturdays - 3:30 PM Central/4:30 PM Eastern
This training will alternate on Wednesdays with 

Making a Lasting Difference in Your Community. 
The Member Experience schedule is as follows:

• February 12th
• March 4th
• March 18th
Note – There will be NO trainings on the 

following dates:
• Wednesday, February 26th
• Saturday, February 29th
• Saturday, March 7th

Men’s Conferences
A 30-minute workshop in which we will 

provide an overview of men’s conferences, the 
support available from the Supreme Council, 
and the steps that you can take as state deputy 
to help successfully represent the Order at men's 
conferences in your jurisdiction.  These sessions 
will be held monthly.

• Saturday, February 22nd 5:00 PM 
Central/6:00 PM Eastern

• Tuesday, March 10th 7:00 PM Central/8:00 
PM Eastern

January Families of the Month
This is just a very small list of the Families and Knights of the month across the State of Florida. Does your 
Council participate? If so send us the names. The January issue will list the December names. Send in you 
FOM form#10668 to Bob Dytkowski Awards and Forms Chairman: Bob.Dytkowski@bellsouth.net

Family of the Month
Council 8086 Richard and Valorose 
Council 13243 John Brauner and Family
Council 14573 Frank and Penny Conley
Council 7408 Michael & Donna Lacey
Council 14084 Tom and Judy Doyle
Council 7109 Richie Rosalie and Family
Council 15332 Phil and Nancy Riordan
Council 4727 Bruce and Susan Pastorini
Council 14278 Pasden Family

Knight of the Month
Council 5960 James W. Entinger Ted Kovacic
Council 11673 Gregory Johnson
Council 13243 Marcel o. Chukwunenye
Council 14573 Allen Allebach
Council 8086 Stephen Martino
Council 7408 Patrick Farrelly
Council 14084 Paul Spinler
Council 7109 Doug De Wolfe
Council 15332 Dr. Steve Wyer
Council 4727 Tony Huderson
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In a world fraught with war, political strife, 
and enough social ills to make anyone feel 
bad, I thought I would turn my thoughts this 
evening to something we can all agree on; 

the value of family in our lives.
I have often referred to family as the single 

greatest force multiplier our nation has to preserve 
our national power…and we’re losing it to the 
political correctness and counter-culture activities 
of the modern era.  

I had the good 
fortune to have a 
wonderful family.  
We weren’t well 
off financially; 
Dad worked for the 
New York Central 
Railroad Monday-
Friday and a grocery 
store on Saturday; 
Mom worked a full-
time job.  I have two 
brothers.  We were 
encouraged to do well in school and make our way 
toward a better life.  

We never knew we were relatively poor 
financially because we were so wealthy where 
it really counted; having two loving, selfless 
parents who swore to do everything they could 
for their sons.  And, of course, there was the 
church.  We received our sacraments and whatever 
achievements in school and on the ball fields 
always under the watchful eye of our loving 
parents and the support each of us gave to one 
another.  

All of us were successful in our chosen 
professions; all of us have held true to the 
fundamental Christian-Judeo ethics and values by 
which we were taught.

Like many of you, I have spent many years 
overseas away from my family.  On 24 December 
1978, I led a small reconnaissance team into the 

Korean DMZ and occupied an observation position 
on a hill overlooking façade-like buildings inside 
North Korea opposite the American sector.  

It was to be visited by representatives of the 
Soviet bloc that day, and our mission was to observe 
and report on their activities.  It was cold and clear 
that night; the sky was filled with stars, and we 
awaited orders to withdraw that for some reason 
didn’t come until after midnight.  I had forgotten 

it was Christmas; 
caught up in my 
mission and the 
responsibility for the 
safety of my men.  

A young corporal 
crawled to my 
position, tugged at 
my arm, and in a 
soft voice whispered, 
“Merry Christmas 
Sir.”  I’ll never forget 
it.  The Soldiers on 
that patrol were my 

family…and in the absence of malls, bright lights, 
and holiday music; cold and perhaps a bit scared, 
the young corporal none-the-less understood the 
meaning of Christmas and what it meant to his 
friends and comrades.  

I think of that patrol every Christmas day, but 
more than that, I realize more and more the need 
for companionship, comradeship, and the love and 
respect that family members have for one another 
and transmit in so many ways to our church, our 
community, and to our greater society.  It was this 
realization, that led me to become a Knight.

In these often-depressing times, celebrate the 
gift of your family…You are far more well off 
than any well-heeled multi-millionaire struggling 
to determine the real meaning of love and life.

God Bless!

The Gift of Your Family
By Council 14084 Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso

Photo by Jude Beck on Unsplash



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 24

INVOCATION

For most of us, as kids, Lent meant giving 
something up for the 40 days of Lent.  
Maybe it was candy, or ice cream, or if 
we could get away with it, spinach and 

lima beans!  
As adults, we realize that Lent means a lot 

more.  It is a time of preparation; a time for Prayer, 
Fasting and Almsgiving.  Each one of us must 
decide for ourselves how we will spend the 40 days 
preparing for the celebration of the Resurrection. 

But what is your council doing?  Lent offers 
councils an opportunity to lead others in some 
type of activity that will bring a meaningful and 
spiritual experience to every member of the parish. 

One of the goals of the Knights of Columbus 
is to strengthen men and their families in the 
Catholic faith. Formation in our faith goes beyond 
mere facts or religious practice to an authentic 
connection with a loving God and his son Jesus 
Christ. Working with the pastor or chaplain, the 
council can create an opportunity for prayer and 
reflection, such as a one-day retreat, that can 
involve only the council, or expand it to include 
all men of the parish.  

Another one of our fraternal goals, and a goal 
of Father McGivney, is to strengthen the bonds 
of families in the council and in the parish.  
Organizing parish Bread & Soup Suppers just prior 

to Stations of the Cross is one way to bring families 
together over a meatless meal and simultaneously 
encouraging participation in a meaningful Lenten 
liturgy.  All too often, “stations” are an afterthought 
for many of our members and parishioners, but 
building a family-oriented event in conjunction 
with the prayer service can encourage more people 
to participate. 

Finally, as we all know, Charity is the first 
principle of our Order.  There are always 
individuals and families in our communities in 
need of assistance and Lent offers an excellent 
opportunity for members of the council and the 
parish to share their good fortune.  Councils 
can and should undertake a “40 Cans for Lent” 
program in their respective parishes.  A few signs, 
a couple of parish bulletin announcements and a 
few drop off boxes in the Narthex can help provide 
a tremendous boost to your local St. Vincent de 
Paul or Caring and Sharing food banks. 

All three of these activities fall into the Faith, 
Family and Community requirements that can 
help your council’s Columbian Award application.  
But more importantly, each one contributes to the 
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving goals of Lenten 
service.   

Lent isn’t about giving up – it’s about doing!

What is Your Council Doing for Lent?
By Joe Purka, Public Relations Director
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New Florida State Website

Have you registered yet?
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Knights of Columbus  
Florida State Bowling Association  

  

WELCOMES THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

67th ANNUAL STATE BOWLING TOURNAMENT  

APRIL 25 & 26, 2020 
 

  
Team, Singles & Doubles Events  

Boardwalk Bowl & Entertainment Center  
10749 East Colonial Drive, Orlando, FL 32817  

(407) 384-0003 – Website: www.alomabowlingcenters.com/boardwalk 
 

                 
 

USBC Sanctioned - Handicap 90% of 240  
Proceeds to Benefit KofC Special Olympics Bowling 

 
   Entry Fee  Prize Fund  Tourn. Expenses Lane Fees 
Per Bowler 
Team  $32.00   $23.00    $1.50  $7.50 
Singles  $16.00   $  7.00    $1.50  $7.50 
Doubles  $16.00   $  7.00    $1.50  $7.50 
All Events  $  4.00   $  4.00    $  .00  $  .00 
Assoc. Fees $  2.00   $    .00    $  .00  $  .00 
TOTAL  $70.00 
 

ENTRY DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020 

$100 PRIZE FOR 
1ST 300 GAME 

www.alomabowlingcenters.com/boardwalk

www.alomabowlingcenters.com/boardwalk
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INVOCATION reports on local council 
activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-

600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word 

format - not in the body of an email
 o PDF submissions are for ads or 

promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an 

attachment and the original pictures Please do 
not format them in any way, we will do it-- not 
embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and 

actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where 

needs to be in the first paragraph, 
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of 

interest to the entire State Council
 o What is the event/activity about?
 o Whom did it benefit?
 o What was the result?
 o Who are the key players/Knights?
• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/

batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor 

production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month
 o Late submittals will be placed farther 

down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and 

grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/

title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page 

of the Invocation will be dedicated to each Region 
respectively
 o If a region does not submit content their 

page will be eliminated from that issue
• Cover story submissions need to be submitted 

ahead of the deadline due to special photo editing

 o Cover story photos – in portrait style at 
least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
 o filename “Cover Story”
• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - 

GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
 o The new section is similar to the in 

the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing 
something each month. Here is where it is shared. 
Pics would also be great.

INVOCATION Editors
Mark Wagner toofies3@gmail.com Districts 
19,21-28,31-32
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com  
Districts 49-61 
John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 
20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins  tuewowiii@hotmail.com 
Districts 1-17, 21
Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.
com  Districts 33-48
Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 
70-87

How to Write an Article
Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate

Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
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INVOCATION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

2019-2020 Florida State Charities Raffle Rules and Guide-
lines

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgX677seHpXj4xRfw?e=k8Vutr
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgX677seHpXj4xRfw?e=k8Vutr
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com

STATE CHAPLAIN
Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

frtom@bellsouth.net

STATE SECRETARY
Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Rasch

rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD

pmkoppie@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Doug Murray

douglasjmurray@hotmail.com 

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak   esleyzak@outlook.com

Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor  Scott@engage360.us 
Mark Wagner toofies3@gmail.com Districts 19,21-28,31-32
John Gearon johnearondd51@yahoo.com  Districts 49-61 
John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
Weldon Watkins  tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com  Districts 33-48

Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87
Harry Rother    Photographer  Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

