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On November 1st,  2009, Mary Ann 
Smith, sister of St. Stephen Council 
SK Ed Sleyzak DD48, completed 
her journey on this earth after a 

gallant battle with cancer. During her last year of 
her life she wanted to create a ministry, Hope is 
Contagious, that would help Cancer patients as 
well as the caregivers. 

That ministry would help with meals, doctor 
trips, prayers and even the opportunity for the 
caregiver to get away for a few hours to get 
refreshed just like her family received during her 
time.  On February 13th, 2010 Hope IS Contagious 
was born with the help of many friends as well as 
Ed and Tina Sleyzak. 

A year later the Ministry was growing and while 
at a grave site service with Father Bill Swengros 
Ed and Tina were asked by Father Bill to walk 
around the Cemetery and say a Rosary with him. 
He mentioned that he did this every time he had a 
service here. 

It was at the time the Rosary Walk was formed. 
It was decided that the walk would occur as close 
to All Souls day as possible which is has over the 
past 8 years.  Each year we walk and we remember 
the lives of those gone before us and pray a decade 
of the Rosary at the site. 

The walk also grew as family members would 
walk with us knowing that we would be stopping 
by their family member. It is a solemn and touching 
ceremony that brings together people who may 
not each other but have something in common, 

they lost a loved one. 
Each year the list gets longer and the walkers 

increase in number. They have such a bond that 
they may not see each other since the last walk but 
they give each other hugs. Ans shed tears. 

A few years later SK Ed Sleyzak asked his 
Assembly to see if we could get the Color Corps 
involved since we were praying over fallen Brother 
Knights and Veterans from WWII to current wars. 
It has now become an annual event going on 8yrs.  
The Knights would give a Sword salute to the 
Knights and Veterans to show respect.

It is an Honor and privilege to be able to pay 
respect to our fallen Brothers and Veterans as well 
as members of the Parish.  



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 3

INVOCATION

November is the time of the year when 
we pause to give thanks, on Monday, 
November 11, we celebrate our 
Nations Veterans who served their 

country on active duty, many in harms way, many 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice.  

I would like to share with you a little about a 
veteran in my family, although every generation 
of my family has served in some capacity, since 
they arrived in the USA, for this article I am going 
to talk about my father, Henry “Art” O’Connor, 
who served in the US Navy during WWII.  

My father was born on July 1, 1925 and was just 
a kid getting out of high school when the Japanese 
attacked Pear Harbor. Like many of 
his generation, he got his mother’s 
permission to enlist.  My father 
was the oldest of three siblings and 
had been expected to go to medical 
school and be a doctor.  

So, he ended up in the medical 
corps. After completing his 
training, he was shipped out to 
the European theatre.  My father 
ended up driving an ambulance 
delivering the wounded from back 
to the Landing Ship Tank (LST’s) 
for transport back to the ship.  He 
never talked about his experience 
except for one story when he told us 
that he had picked up a General on his ambulance.  

Now, you have to understand the ambulance 
was really just a modified jeep and not very stable.  
He said that he was so nervous driving this general 
around that he took a turn to sharp and flipped the 
jeep on its side, tossing the general out on his butt.  

At that moment he thought he would end up in 
the stockade but to his relief the general got up, 
brushed himself off, rounded up a couple of G.I.’s 
and got the jeep righted then said to my father 
“lets go, but don’t do that again”. 

I am sure that every family who had someone 

serve in WWII or any of 
the other conflicts has 
similar stories, the point 
is that these were people 
who put country above 
personal safety, these were 
people who valued the 
great ideals and principals 
for which the United States 
of America was founded 
and is still today the best 
hope for humankind.  

I thank God for my 
fathers’ example, and I thank God for all of our 

Veterans who have answered the 
call and defended the honor and 
glory of our great country.  Please 
remember to thank a Veteran on this 
very special Monday, November 11.

Remember our less fortunate 
on this Thanksgiving, one of the 
greatest gifts we can give is a kind 
hand to a person struggling with 
poverty.  Our Lord Jesus Christ 
reminded us that the Poor will 
always be with us, let us not forget 
to treat them with compassion.  

As a council project, putting 
together food baskets for a 
Thanksgiving meal is a great way to 

help those less fortunate and to service your parish 
and community.  Partnering with St. Vincent De 
Paul or other Catholic outreach is another great 
way to help.

Finally, remember our 12 Knights before 
Christmas initiative is going on now, help support 
your District Deputy to bring in at least 12 new 
Knights before Christmas. He will receive a 
special recognition in the Columbia Publication.

On behalf of my wife Mary and I we wish all of 
you a most happy and joyous Thanksgiving.

By State Deputy Scott O'Connor

State Deputy Scott A. 
O’Connor and Mary

Pausing to Give Thanks
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If St. Thomas More had lived in our day, I 
believe he would have been an ideal Knight 
of Columbus. In his reflections on “The 
Sadness of Christ,” he pointed out that Jesus 

“wished His followers to be brave and prudent 
soldiers, not senseless and foolish.” 

Because of our modern tendency to see religion, 
if you will, as “women’s work,” this might surprise 
us. But if we consider the life and witness of this 
one-time Lord Chancellor of all England, we see a 
man who exemplified a heroic Catholic manhood 
to an extraordinary degree, a man who, because of 
his deep loyalty, was a brave and prudent soldier 
of Christ. We see this most clearly in his defense of 
marriage and of family life, for which reason King 
Henry VIII ordered his execution by decapitation.

Those who knew him 
well would hardly dare 
to call St. Thomas a fool; 
he had one of the keenest 
intellects of his day. We 
might say, however, that 
there are certain aspects of 
a “wise” foolishness found 
in Saint Thomas. The first 
sort of foolishness found 
in him is that of a sharp wit 
and ready humor, which he 
used to entertain his family 
and friends. 

The second sort found in 
him is that of the wisdom 
of God for, as St. Paul 
tells us, “the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men” (I 
Cor. 1:25). There were, to 
be sure, some who did think him foolish for his 
repeated refusal to sign the Oath of Supremacy 
of King Henry VIII. St. Thomas allowed himself 
to be considered a fool in the sight of this world, 
and in so doing showed the wisdom of God. In 

this, he showed not only 
his sensibility, but also 
his great prudence, “for 
what will it profit a man if 
he gains the whole world 
and forfeits his life”? (Mt. 
16:26)

To be able to engage in 
deep discussions and to 
demonstrate the errors of 
the reformers and to lead 
straying Catholics back to 
the Church, St. Thomas first had to understand and 
explore their questions and study the teachings 
and history of the Church. He made the time to do 
so while living as a devoted husband and father, 

as a faithful friend to many, 
and while bearing the heavy 
burden of serving the King 
in the second highest office 
of the land (after king).

We’re hardly as busy as 
he was, yet we still make 
many excuses about why 
we don’t study our faith in 
greater depth. We recognize 
gaps in our knowledge, but 
what do we do to fill them? 
More often than not, we 
wait for someone else to 
come along and fill them for 
us, all the while keeping the 
gaps secret to ourselves so 
they cannot adequately be 
filled.

In our day, we have 
greater access to more resources than St. Thomas 
could ever have dreamed of having. We have 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church available 
on our bookshelves. We have the writings of 
the Church Fathers and saints available on our 

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

Heeding the Advice of St. Thomas
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smartphones and computers. We have a veritable 
trove of information available to us in apologetics 
magazines and podcasts, such as those found in the 
services of the Knights of Columbus publications 
on many topics of faith and morals. But do we 
avail ourselves of any of these many resources?

As Knights and Catholic men of faith and 
service, we should have homes where an education 
in the Christian faith takes top priority. As one 
simple way to move in this direction, I invite you 
to read a part of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church each week. 

Take it slowly and part by part. Read a section 
of it first by yourself; think it through and pray 
over it. Then, gather your families and begin a 
discussion about whatever aspect of the faith 
you have read and reflected upon. With its four 
pillars of the Creed, the Sacraments, prayer, and 
the moral life, the Catechism can guide us and our 
families into a deeper knowledge and love of God. 
This was the overriding goal of St. Thomas for his 
family and it should be our primary goal, as well.

St. Thomas was known to go every Friday 
to what he called his New House, his private 
oratory, despite the great duties he had as Lord 
Chancellor and as a husband and father. He spent 
those Fridays in prayer, reading the Scriptures and 
other spiritual books, and writing his own spiritual 
books. Because of the spiritual fruits he reaped 
from such devotions, he encouraged others to do 
something similar.

You can choose for yourselves some quiet, 
solitary place in your own home, as far removed 
from noise and distractions as reasonably possible, 
and go to that place all alone, turning some time 
of your own over to God. There, it sometimes 
happens that while we seek to pray that we do not 
know how to talk to the Lord — what to say to 
Him. This is especially so if we are not already 
in the habit of prayer. St. Thomas tells us, “...our 
Savior teaches us to pray....that we may not enter 
into temptation.” He also suggests something of 
an order for prayer to help guide our thoughts and 
keep us focused on the present moment. You don’t 
have to spend an entire day each week in prayer 
as Saint Thomas did, but you should spend at least 
some time in prayer each day.

Since much of his life was devoted to the 
administration of justice and he did everything in 
his power to judge justly, he refused bribes and 
showed no preference for the rich, treating them 
in the same way he treated the poor. He was 
concerned not with the advancement of his own 
position, but in faithfully discharging the duties 
of his office. In this way, he served both God and 
king, while at the same time serving his neighbor. 
At the end of his life, St. Thomas famously said, “I 
die the king’s good servant, but God’s first.”

To judge justly and without preference for 
persons can be a great challenge for mortal, sinful 
men; but St. Thomas knew that God’s assistance 
is always at hand, for It often happens that God 
shows us a particular area for our service through 
the words of others, or by repeatedly calling our 
attention to a particular situation. If we don’t close 
our eyes to his light or our ears to his voice, we 
can cooperate with his grace and serve him in 
our brothers and sisters. For you who wish to be 
godly men, serious Knights, ask the Lord to show 
you how you can serve the poor in your own 
parish community. Can you volunteer at a local 
food pantry? Are there repairs to a home you can 
make? Is there some assistance you can give to a 
crisis pregnancy center? Find some way that you 
can help those less fortunate than you and do so at 
least once each month, and, if possible, with your 
family.

In all of this, as we strive to become heroic 
Catholic men, we may be tempted to apathy and 
grow weak in our desire to grow in faith, hope, and 
love. If and when we find our desire for holiness 
waning, heed the advice of St. Thomas, who 
offers these words in such a situation: “If we’re so 
overcome by weariness that we no longer have the 
heart to go on, if we’re so soft and lazy that we are 
about to stop altogether, let us beg God to drag us 
along even when we struggle not to go.”

In his life and in his death, Thomas More 
showed himself to be a brave and prudent knight 
of Christ. He showed that religion is the realm 
not of only of women, but also of real and manly 
men. If he, who had so much to lose, could live in 
this way, if he could be a faithful and intentional 
disciple of Jesus, then so can you and I. 
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I belong to an Assembly under the Patronal 
Banner of Blessed Theodore G Romza. 
Who was this man and what did he do? At 
thirty-years of age, the Pope appointed him 

Bishop of the Ruthenian Byzantine Eparchy of 
Muchecavo in the Ukraine. What did he do? 

He shepherded his flock in the laws of Moses, 
the command of Jesus to love God and neighbor 
as self. He also recognized that he must risk his 
life, as the Apostles, for the freedom of his people 
to worship and live with the freedom given to 
them by God. 

He was thus an avid critic of Communism. His 
forceful speech against the Communist Party cost 
him his life. He was murdered and martyred for the 
freedom of his people in the Name of Jesus Christ. 
The Eastern Church just celebrated his Feast Day 
on October 31, 2019. He understood the mission 
of the Apostles and walked in their footsteps all 
the way to martyrdom.

There is an epitaph in a federal building in 
Washington, D. C. that says "The past is prologue ". 
Unfortunately, this epitaph is being lived out in the 
Church today. We are still fighting, as the Apostles 

and as Blessed Romza, for 
the existence and freedom 
of the Church. That means 
you and I, and along with 
the rest of the body of 
Christ, by baptism, are the 
defenders of the faith. Our 
Patron Saint and protector 
in this task is St. Michael 
the Archangel himself. 

Armed with the sword 
of St. Michael, nourished 
by the Body and Blood of 
Jesus in the Eucharist, we 
are prepared to defend the Church against Satan 
and his minions whether they are under the earth or 
people on this earth. As Christians and Catholics, 
we risk our lives in the Name of Jesus to defend 
the freedom to worship and to shape the world 
with the Divine Laws of God and as reflected 
in the Natural Law. And yes, risk ourselves in 
martyrdom in the name of Jesus.

God bless you and I extend to you an early 
Happy Thanksgiving.

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

The Sword of St. Michael

Former State Chaplain Rev. 
Salvatore Pignato

Family of the Month
Council 13243 Ron and Beverly Gento
Council 12376 Bertrand @ Diane Lanctot
Council 15332 Peter and Dawn Gordon
Council 14084 Christopher and Jeannie Lewis
Council 7408 Charlie and Claudia Benefito

Knight of the Month
Council 13243 Ray Quinn
Council 12376 Kenneth Ida, Greg Mazzella
Council 14084 Rick Armstrong
Council 7408 Frank Altro

This is just a very small list of the Families and 
Knights of the month across the State of Florida. 
Does your Council participate? If so send us the 
names. The December issue will list the November 
names. 

Send in you FOM form#10668 to Bob 
Dytkowski Awards and Forms Chairman 
dytkowski@bellsouth.net.
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I want to thank all the Grand Knights and 
Financial Secretaries for the great job they 
are doing so far this year. We now are 
entering the middle of the second quarter 

and while our numbers are slowly growing, we 
are making strives to reach our goals. Not only in 
our membership goals but in our charitable goals 
in giving as well. 

This past month I had the opportunity to attend 
the Friends of the Seminary fundraiser at the  
St. Vincent de Paul seminary. The night started by 
having evening mass with the seminarians. The 
mass was celebrated by Archbishop Wenski of 
Miami. 

Many of the Florida bishops were in attendance 
as was Bishop from Georgia. It was even special 
as it was Archbishops Wenski's Birthday. After 
Mass we had a small cocktail hour with all the 
Friends of the Seminary. They held a silent auction 
for various items. My wife was lucky enough to 
outbid some of the guests for two lovely paintings. 
During the cocktail hour the State Deputy, General 
Programs Director and I had the opportunity to 
have a drink with Archbishop Wenski. 

We had a great conversation and we had 
the pleasure of wishing the Archbishop happy 
birthday from all the Knights. The seminarians 
made a wonderful dinner for us. I had the great 
pleasure of sitting between Father Robert Kantor 
of the Diocese of Venice and Father Smith from 
the Diocese of Tallahassee. They had a live auction 
again to have dinner with Monsignor Toups of the 
seminary and I believe they broke a record in the 
live auction. 

The most important part of the night was 
talking to the seminarians. I had a great time 
catching up with the seminarians that have been 
assisting us these past few years at the Florida 
State Convention. We are looking to the day they 
are ordained. 

As November is the month for Thanksgiving, 

please take the time to 
remember what we are 
thankful for. Don’t wait 
until Thanksgiving to 
say thanks. Each day 
tell your wife, children, 
grandchildren, parents 
how thankful you are. 
When you are in a store 
remember to say thank 
you to the staff for the 
work they do. And say a 
special prayer for those 
men and women who are serving their country 
abroad and will not be home for the holidays. For 
the men and women who are first responders as 
they are working to keep us safe for the holidays.   

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone

11 You will be enriched in every way so that you 
can be generous on every occasion, and through 
us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God. 12 This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 
God.  2 Corinthians 9:11-12

State Secretary Robert  
Urrutia and Lucille

By State Secretary Robert Urrutia

Remembering What We Are Thankful For
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Ever since I was elected as your new State 
Advocate, I’ve been inundated with 
requests for advice regarding whether 
local councils have liability coverage 

for providing or selling liquor at various events.   
These emails, some of them not-so-pleasant, have 
come from Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, 
trustees and some from brother Knights who don’t 
even indicate their position or council.

I then spent considerable amount of time 
communicating with the Lockton Affinity 
insurance agency about coverage, I distributed 
a memorandum carefully and clearly explaining 
the nature of the current State council insurance 
coverage and when a separate binder for liquor 
liability coverage is required outside of the general 
State Council insurance policy (which covers all 
councils).   

This memorandum was distributed to all Grand 
Knights and Financial Secretaries.    If you wish to 
review the memorandum, please ask your Grand 
Knight or Financial Secretary for a copy.    Once the 
new website is up and running, this memorandum 
will be posted on the State website under FAQs 
section.

I ask each District Deputy to advise all Brothers 
in their respective councils to treat them as their 
first line of defense before emailing State officers.   
This is the purpose of the District Deputy position.   
Too often council Brothers are sending emails to 
state officers without even copying their District 

Deputy or Regional 
Administrator.   Often, the 
writer doesn’t even note 
their position or council, 
so the state officer has 
no way to tie the District 
Deputy or Regional 
Administer into the issue.

While we want to 
be responsive, many of 
these questions are either 
already answered in the 
communication sent to 
the Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries, 
or they simply didn’t read the memorandum 
carefully.  Many of these questions can be simply 
answered by the District Deputies as they are 
simple and repetitive, whether is about liquor 
liability coverage or otherwise.

Help us out.   Step into the fray and let all 
Brother Knights understand what your role is with 
the State Council.   If you can’t answer the question 
or issue that is directed to you, then elevate it to 
the proper State Officer.  We are more than willing 
to assist you so long as we are not worn out by 
repetitive questions that you could easily answer. 

Vivat Jesus.

Have You Recruited a New Member?
By State Advocate Robert Rasch

State Advocate Robert 
Rasch and Peggy

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  YouTube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Monthly Challenge

Then [one of the criminals] said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise.” (Gospel for Nov. 24, 
Lk.23:42-43)

We’ve read these words so many 
times that it’s easy to miss their 
power. Here is Jesus using his last 
minutes of earthly life to show 

mercy to a dying criminal and to promise him life 
in heaven that very day. We may not like to admit 
it, but we have a tendency to insulate ourselves 
from entire groups of people — perhaps the poor, 
the homeless or the sick. Yet these are precisely 
the people with whom Jesus spent so much time. 
While the religious “upperV class” often ignored 
or mocked Jesus, the poor acknowledged him as 
Lord and were transformed. May the unlikely 
words of a criminal — “Lord, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom” — become our own 
urgent prayer.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to ask God’s pardon 
and mercy by making a thorough examination 
of conscience and going to confession. I also 
challenge you to serve those in need individually 
or with your council through Faith in Action 
programs such as Coats for Kids or Food for 
Families.
Questions for Reflection:

Are there habits in your daily routine which 
exclude or ignore those on the margins of our 
society? What are some ways, large or small, that 
you can increase your efforts to help the poor and 
the needy? How does going to confession help us 
to imitate the penitent thief, and what can we learn 
from his prayer?

For more information on the Supreme Chaplain 
Monthly Challenge, CLICK HERE:

Congratulations to the Councils listed below. 
These Families of the Month for September 2019 
were selected from all the entries as winners of 
the Supreme Family of the Month. They will be 
receiving a Holy Family Gift in about 4-6 weeks.

These families are part of just 100 families 
throughout the Order that were chosen. 

Florida 3080 Al Souckar
Florida 5960 Kevin Stoothoff
Florida 10663 Juan Cortinas-Justiz
Florida 13341 James Patrick Coon
Florida 14278 Michael Mather

 Thank you to all the Councils that 
participated in the Family of the Month program 

for September 2019. Keep up the great work. 
We would like to see ALL councils participate in 
this Faith in Action program. Click here Family 
of the Month  for more information on this great 
program. 

3080, 4726, 4727, 5110, 5644, 5667, 5960, 
6032, 7420 ,7667, 8012, 1229, 10484, 10663, 
10850, 12376, 13307, 13341, 13571, 13654, 
13996, 14278, 14573, 15224, 15332, 16236, 
16492, 16886, 17358

Florida State Jurisdiction Council 
Membership Team

Florida State Jurisdiction Programs 

September Families of the Month

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/supreme-chaplain-monthly-challenge.html#/
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Two bronze plaques are now part of the 
Vietnam Memorial Wall of Southwest 
Florida in Punta Gorda. An unveiling 
ceremony was Tuesday at Veterans 

Park. One of the plaques was provided by the 
Ponce de Leon Council 8074 of Knights of 
Columbus of Sacred Heart Parish. The second, 
with the same writing, was purchased by retired 
Brigadier Gen. Anthony “Bud” Bell of the United 
States Air Force.

“Somebody sent a picture to a resident in Punta 
Gorda Isles,” said retired U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. 
Dick Carr, Vietnam Memorial Wall of Southwest 
Florida president. “She came to me and said, ‘look 
at this’.

“I said, ‘Wow. That really tells the story.’”
Around the same time, Steve Kowalski of 

Council 8074, said he too found a similar plaque 
online and went to Carr.

“(Carr) said, ‘it’s funny because somebody else 
found something similar online,” said Kowalski, 
who served in Vietnam.

The plaques read: They served, they fought, 
they died ... and received neither their country’s 

glory nor their country’s compassion. May this 
small plot of ground serve as a special tribute to 
them. Vietnam 1959 — 1975.

“It’s kind of controversial,” Kowalski said. 
“After the Vietnam War, so many soldiers when 
they returned were discriminated against because 
it was a very controversial war. Guys came home 
from the war and weren’t hired and had problems 
and had some mental problems. This is a tribute 
to them and a thank you to them from us as the 
Knights of Columbus.”

Each plaque was positioned on either side of 
the memorial wall, specifically to help tell the 
story of Vietnam veterans.

“We faced the plaques so they are the first thing 
you see approaching the wall,” Carr said. “It gives 
you the feeling of what really happened to the 
Vietnam veterans.”

The Vietnam Memorial Wall of Southwest 
Florida is at 200 Harbor Walk Drive in Punta 
Gorda.

Article written by DANIEL SUTPHIN, Staff 
Writer, Sun Port Charlotte

Council 8074 Honors Veterans
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Our Knights Council 11189 recently 
purchased 750 Access Cards to 
help fight those with Addiction to 
Pornography. These cards are to be 

used with the Strive 21 Day Detox Porn program 
online. This program is meant to help those 
addicted to Pornography. 

Our Knights are being trained on the dangers of 
Pornography and how to make others aware of this 
problem. They will be learning the do's and don'ts 
when talking to someone about Pornography. We 
need to protect our children and teenagers from 
its danger and explain how easy they can become 
addicted. They also need to know the facts and 
statistics pertaining to Porn.
 The facts below will alarm you:

1. The largest age group that watches Porn are 
from the ages of 12 to 17. 

2. A large percentage of the individuals that 
appear on Porn are Human Trafficking Victims. 
Which means that those who view Pornography 
are supporting Human Trafficking. 

3. Addiction to Pornography can occur at any 
age including innocent children. 

4. The porn industry earns more than $100 
Billion every year 

5. $13 Billion comes from the United States 
alone each year

6. There are 420 million pornography webpages 
online right now

7. 51% of all Americans seek out pornography 
at least occasionally 

8. 72% of porn website visitors are men; 28% 
are women (and rising)

9. Pornography Addiction Physical Side 
Affects: the body can become dependent on porn 
and crave it, just like the body craves other drugs 
and alcohol 

10. Pornography plays a significant role in 56% 
of all divorces

11. The average age of a child's first exposure to 
pornography is 8-9 years old

12. 80% of 15-17 years olds have had multiple 
exposure to hard-core porn

13. Pornography affects the minds of 
individuals. It make boys believe that this is how 
you treat a girl. A girl thinks that this is the way I 
have to behave with a boy. It confuses them and 
destroys their innocence. 

14. Tampa and Miami are in the top 10 cities in 
Children Pornography

15. Orlando is the #1 City in recorded Addiction 
to Pornography. 

If these facts don't scare you, they should! All 
Knights should be made aware of the severity of 
Pornography and join the fight to educate others. 
Below are resources and contact information if 
you are interested in learning more.

Knights Fight Addiction to Pornography
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Deacon Fred Molina Consultant to USCCB 
Office of Human Trafficking and the Diocese of 
Orlando Human Trafficking Task Force 

MR.FREDMOLINA@GMAIL.COM 

Christine Commerce Coordinator of the 
Diocese of Orlando Human Trafficking Task Force 

CCOMMERCE@CFLCC.ORG

Lisa Lungren: National Outreach Coordinator, 
Immigration and Anti-Trafficking, Migration, and 
Refugee Services – United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops 

LLUNGREN@USCCB.ORG

Strive 21 Day Detox Porn program Online 
WWW.STRIVE21.COM

The Knights of St. John Neumann 
Council 5971 and Archbishop 
McCarthy Assembly 3054 have had 
a long history of working on various 

projects to assist the St. Vincent DePaul Ministry 
at All Saints Parish in Sunrise, FL. 

The food pantry at All Saints has relied on the 
children of the parish to provide food items during 
the Masses. During the summers there is a natural 
drop off in food availability with school vacation 
and families traveling. 

There is no drop off however in the number of 
families in the community that have come to rely 
on the pantry to help supplement their kitchens 
to help feed their family. Currently the SVDP 
ministry works with 50-60 families a month to 
provide necessary food items.

Gary Blandino, past Grand Knight of the 
council worked with council members, Father 
Randy Musselman the pastor at All Saints and 
Dave Warkentien, leader of the St. Vincent DePaul 
Ministry to create a new in parish food drive 
program. The council has provided parishioners 
reusable 

Cloth shopping bags with our council name, 
and "I was hungry and you gave me food (Matthew 
25) printed on them. The bags are passed out on 
a monthly basis. Parishioners are then asked to 
utilize when they do their regular shopping and 

return to the church during the month. Members 
of the Knights and SVDP ministry then take the 
bags to the pantry area to be sorted and stored for 
distribution.

To kick off the program and help publicize the 
need of replenishing the pantry on a continual 
basis, the council held a church picnic, where free 
hot dogs, corn on the cob, popcorn, drinks and 
cotton candy were available for all to enjoy. 

The initial results have been outstanding. The 
All Saints parishioners are taking full advantage 
of Buy One, Get One sale, warehouse shopping 
clubs and weekly specials to meet the goals of 
our program. 125 bags have been distributed and 
returned with over 1,000 pounds of food collected 
in the initial two months of the program.

An unexpected benefit for our council has 
been the addition of two new members who saw 
the good works being done by the Knights and 
decided they would like to be part of the Knights 
of Columbus.

Council Helps Feed the Hungry

WWW.STRIVE21.COM
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Knights Sponsor Mass for Special Needs

The Second Annual Mass for People with 
Special Needs and Luncheon to honor 
Special Olympians was conducted on 
Sunday, October 27. The event was 

sponsored by Diocese of Palm Beach and the 
Knights of Columbus in the diocese, and was 
hosted at St. Paul of the Cross Catholic Church 
and Council 12322 of the Knights. 

Approximately 165 Special Olympians, 
Knights, and others participated in the event.  
Brothers from councils in District 65, 66 and 67 
assisted with running the event.

The Very Reverend Bishop Gerald Barbarito 
celebrated the Mass. The Reverend Tom Lafrenere, 

pastor of the parish and another brother Knight, 
and Reverend Brian King were co-celebrants.  
Deacon Robinson Aza, a seminarian and member 
of the host council, assisted in the Mass.  

Special Olympians were presented the medal of 
St. Stephen, patron saint of athletes, by the bishop. 
Our Lady Queen of the Apostles Council 12376 
made a $1,000 donation to the Palm Beach County 
Special Olympics.

The event was the brainchild of Kathryn 
Sullivan, Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
Coordinator for the diocese. Brother Knights Greg 
Gast, Jonathan Knaus and Bill Sodan assisted in 
the planning and organizing of the event.

At the October Social, Brother Knights 
from St. Cloud/Kissimmee KofC 
Council 6624 honored PSD James 

Schonenfeld as its October Knight of the Month 
for his exemplary 60 years of service to the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Joining the Knights in October 1959, PSD 
Jim Schonenfeld  has held nearly every position 
in the Florida jurisdiction, including Grand 
Knight of Council 6624, Florida State Deputy 
and Florida Master. 

In addition, largely to his efforts, Florida was 
the first state to donate an ultrasound machine in 
the Pro-life fight against abortion. 

Jim and his wife, Dotty, also were honored 
as Council 6624's October Family of the Month 
for their continuing service to our Council, the 
Church, and the local community. IPSD Don 
Kahrer, his wife Christine, and State Advocate 
Bob Rasch attended the Social to help to 
celebrate this impressive milestone.

Celebrating 60 Years of Service
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Thanksgiving is a time when we give 
thanks for our blessings and our 
abundance.  Yet, many children and 
families throughout Florida often go 

to bed hungry.  The reasons may vary from low 
income to homeless families, but regardless of the 
cause, there simply isn’t enough food.  

Since 2012, the Knights of Columbus have 
collected more than 21.5 million pounds of food 
and donated $10.7 million for soup kitchens 
and other food programs.  Is Thanksgiving an 
opportune time for your Council to conduct a 
parish-wide Food for Families program?

Conducting a 
parish-wide program is 
easier than you think.  
First, discuss the idea 
with your pastor to 
obtain his support.  
Second, contact 
the local food bank 
or food pantry and 
inform them of your 
intentions.  Confirm 
with them the day they 
need the food items 
in order to distribute 
them to needy families in time for Thanksgiving.  
In some cases they may have a need or preference 
for certain items, such as canned sweet potatoes or 
cranberry sauce. 

Next, plan for weekly parish bulletin 
announcements for the four weeks prior, and a 
few pulpit announcements that the pastor, the 
deacon or a council representative could make at 
all Masses. In addition, include information about 
the drive on your council and parish websites and 
Facebook pages.  

During those four weeks, ensure there are 
appropriately-labeled collection boxes in the 
Narthex or other location designated by the pastor, 
and have a few Knights available after the last 

Mass on Sunday to collect and store the items 
prior to delivery to the food bank. 

The pastor may also agree to a special collection 
designated for that particular food bank.  Some 
people may prefer writing a check to bringing 
food items to church.  Either way, we are helping 
those who need our help the most.  

Once all the items are collected, deliver the 
food and cash to the designated food bank. 

Immediately after your program is finished, 
complete the Food for Families Refund and Plaque 
Application (#10057) and Fraternal Programs 
Report Form (#10784). Remember to provide 

proper documentation 
with form #10057, such 
as a donation receipt 
or letter from a food 
assistance organization 
detailing your donation.  

Keep in mind that 
for each $500 or 1,000 
pounds of food donated 
to a food pantry, Supreme 
will refund $100 to the 
council.  In addition, 
council must contribute 
a minimum of 100 

total man-hours in the collection delivery and 
distribution of the food.  

In Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus says “I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink…. whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did for me.”  

Thanksgiving and Christmas are times when 
the demand on food banks and food pantries are 
the highest.  Let your council lead in eliminating 
hunger in your area. 

Planning a Food for Families Drive
By Public Relations Director Joe Purka



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus 15

INVOCATION

The next Patriotic degree will be held 
in on November 30th in Orlando, Fl. 
The location will be The Rosen Plaza 
Hotel, 9700 International Dr., Orlando, 

FL 32819. Please pay attention to these important 
deadline dates below:

1) To submit candidates is Friday, November 
15th, 2019

2) Room reservation deadline Thursday, 
November 7th, 2019

3) Program Book AD or Sponsorship 
Wednesday, November 15th, 2019

I am proud to announce that the Honoree for 
this Class is Former Vice Supreme Master Robert 
J. Anderson. 

 To access all the forms needed for the 
Exemplification Please click on the link below. 
Please be sure to fill out the paperwork properly and 
completely, this will help create less complications 
on the day of the Exemplification. 

If you have any questions please contact our 
Worthy Master SK Charles McLaughlin. His 
contact information in below on the business card.                        

Please download the forms onto your computer 
before you fill them out as this allows the forms to 
remain blank for other members to use. If you have 
an issue downloading them please let us know. 

For more information on the November 30th 
Patriotic Exemplification, CLICK HERE  

November Patriotic Degree

This morning was our Council 
12619's week to clean up our 
street, Old St. Augustine Road. 
Sir Knights James Nackashi and 
Charlie Farhoud were joined 
by some teens from Church and 
Suzy Barsky. Thank you for 
helping this morning.

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgExX8fAU88UQ7Otw?e=oNaoar
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Panhandle Celebrates Columbus Day Degrees

For the sixth consecutive year, councils in 
the Panhandle celebrated Columbus Day 
weekend with Formation (second) and 
Knighthood (third) degree ceremonies at 

the Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church Parish 
Life Center in Niceville. 

Forty-nine knights and one priest representing 
17 councils from Pensacola to Tallahassee were 
represented at the Knighthood exemplification 
which took place at noon, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2019.  
Two hours earlier, 23 first-degree knights from 
ten councils participated in the Formation degree 
exemplification. 

Niceville’s Council 7667 was the host council.  
The Formation degree team was from Council 
7968 in Crestview, supplemented by Council 
7272, Gulf Breeze and Council 13527, Niceville.  
The Knighthood Degree was conducted by the 
Pensacola Knighthood degree team, led by John 
Carson.   District Deputy #5, Steve Zajac, was the 
host DD. 

The first Panhandle area Second-Third Degree 
exemplification ceremony to celebrate Columbus 
Day weekend was held at the Holy Name of Jesus 
Parish Life Center on Oct. 11, 2014.
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Knights Support Sallarulo’s Race

On Saturday, November 3, 2019 the 
Knights of Columbus were well-
represented at Sallarulo’s 14th 
Annual Race for Champions at NSU 

in Davie, one of South Florida’s biggest annual 
Special Olympics events! 

Host Sir Knights Patrick & Paul Sallarulo are 
in Council 3080 & Assembly 157! Brother Paul 
started the race 14 years ago in honor of his 
parents. Runners with and without intellectual 
and developmental disabilities participate 
alongside each other. The race started by Brother 
Paul was founded on the belief that everyone 
deserves a chance and an opportunity to live a 
fulfilled life.  

The race not only raises funds for Special 
Olympics Broward County, but raises awareness 
as well. Since the race started the number of race 
participants has been as high as 2,000 and over 
$10 million has been raised over the past 14 yrs. 
. 

Four years ago, Brother Paul and his son 
Patrick joined the Knights of Columbus after 

participating in a fundraiser sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus to raise money for Special 
Olympics Broward County. During that time both 
Paul and Patrick have taken their 4th degree. Also, 
during that time, they have asked for and received 
help from the Knights to support the Sallarulo 
Race. 

Each year the Knights have taken on the role 
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of providing a pancake breakfast for the race. 
This year was no exception as the pancake tent 
was kept humming by a steady stream of athletes 
and supporters hungry for some breakfast after the 
race.

SK Gary Blandino and his wife Diane (5971) & 
SK Dave Goch (3080) made plenty of pancakes & 
many Knights ran (including 3080’s Will Baum, 
Sean Dunne, & Knights from Councils 4851 & 
6590) with their families & SO Athletes. Council 
3080’s Chris Stachowski (cook) & Mayor Jack 
Seiler (an MC) were very visible. 

Florida KoC Special Olympics Chairman Peter 
Chiaravalle & his wife Patty came down from 
Ormond Beach. SK Patrick Sallarulo danced with 
Connie Francis on stage, & Miami Heat Dancers 
& mascot Bernie danced with everyone! And 
everyone got to meet Joseph Van de Bogart’s 
6-month old son and his wife Patty came down 
from Ormond Beach. 

SK Patrick Sallarulo danced with Connie 
Francis on stage, & Miami Heat Dancers, Captain 
Lee from the TV shoe Below Decks was also 

on hand to enjoy the festivities. Mascot Bernie 
danced with everyone! And everyone got to meet 
Joseph Van de Bogart’s 6-month old son!

Due to a shortage of volunteers, several Knights from Prince of Peace Council 8791 were pressed into service at the Sixth Annual 
Fraternal Order of Police Volusia County Lodge 40 Waste Pro Garbage Truck Pull to benefit the Special Olympics of Volusia County.
Florida State Council Special Olympics Director Peter Chiaravelle and GK Mark Leary took home the third-place trophy at the event. 
“It was a lot of fun, but next year we need to bring more ‘beef’ so the old guys (Pete and I) won’t hurt ourselves,” Leary said.
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Sarasota Laps for Life

On A beautiful Saturday morning 
of September 28, 2019 at Nathan 
Benderson Park, the 2nd Annual 
Sarasota Laps For Life event took 

place.  This event was once again led by Sarasota 
Council Our Lady of Victory 3358 and Pro Life 
Chairman Joe Gina in conjunction with Sts. 
Cosmas and Damian Council 13341 of Lakewood 
Ranch. 

Many other neighboring councils and 
assembly’s also generously donated funds and man 
power to make this event a success.  Participating 
Dignitaries included Florida State Secretary Rob 
Urrutia, District Deputies 49 Joe Scalise and 50 
Mike Deering.  The total amount raised exceeded 
$20,000 with proceeds going to the My Choice 
Pregnancy Center. 

My other countless Brother Knights, families 
and friends came out to run or walk this five 5K 
event in support of the KofC Pro Life Mission. 
Numerous Pro Life sponsors of this event were on 
hand to answer questions and provide information 
on support services to expectant mothers , fathers 
and families.  

A bonus to help spread the word of Pro Life and 
the KofC of radio station Joy FM who broadcast 
live from the 5K.  But the excitement did not stop 
there. At the end of the race, awards were given 
out to the top finishers, and a large celebratory 
party was held soon after. The after party was 
generously sponsored by the Sarasota Columbus 
Association which included many BBQ items and 
refreshments, numerous kids games and raffles.
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Knights of Columbus Council 6624 
again were asked to participate in the 
annual 'Festival du la Hispanidad' or 
Hispanic International Festival held 

on Sunday, October 27, 2019 at Holy Redeemer 
Parish.  

Braving the hot Florida sun, parishioners from 
virtually every country in Central and South 
America set up colorful food booths, donned their 

national costumes, and celebrated their culture in 
a day of fun, dancing, music, and of course, tasty 
food items to try.  

Again, this year, Brother Knights from Council 
6624 represented the USA, offering Carolina-
style pork sliders, thus demonstrating that our 
continuing support to all the various groups at 
Holy Redeemer Parish.

Festival du la Hispanidad

Brothers, there is a new and faster way that 
you can submit your Form 100’s anytime you 
want especially after an Admissions Degree. 
You can send in ALL you Form 100s from any 
Council just by scanning it on your smart phone 

and sending it via email. No more waiting to get 
back home, trying to remember where you put 
them and no delay in getting them submitted. 

CLICK HERE to see the YOUTUBE video 
on how to do it:

https://youtu.be/xWNB-zfOoL4
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For over a decade, Knights of Columbus 
Council 6624 has honored its Heroes - the 
local fire, police, and first responders at its 
October Social. It is one of the highlights 

of the year for our Brothers and their families.  
Indeed, at this month's Social we had the largest 

turnout ever as Chiefs from the Kissimmee Fire 
and Police Departments, St. Cloud Police and Fire 
Rescue, Osceola County Sheriff Department, Fire 
Rescue, and Department of Corrections, and the 
Florida Highway Patrol all shared their stories 
why they chose their candidate or teams to be this 
year's Heroes of the Year.  

City of Kissimmee Fire Chief Jim Walls offered 
one of the most moving stories of the evening 
when he recapped how Austin, a two-year boy 
was found unresponsive by his father in a retention 
pond behind their home, and how it took a team 
effort from the dispatcher giving CPR advice to 
the father, to the efforts of the EMTs, and all fire 
and police teams at the scene to keep the boy alive.  

Austin and his family attended the Social as 
guests of the Kissimmee Fire Department and it 
helped demonstrate how much we depend on our 
Heroes

Council Honors Heroes

On October 15, 2019 Council 
#6344 and Assembly #2514, San 
Marco Parish donated $1000 
to the American Legion at our 
monthly social. The money was 
accepted by Commander Lee 
Rubensteinl to be used to help 
with the Vietnam Traveling Wall 
returning to Marco Island for the 
third time. The Wall will be on 
display the week of February 17, 
2020.
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A small but dedicated group enjoyed 
Brats, Saur Kraut & German Style 
Potatoes for dinner with apple pie 
ala mode for dessert! After dinner we 

presented $1,000 checks each to three Charities 
as a result of our 2019 Citizens with Disabilities - 
Tootsie Roll Drive.

Our delicious meal was prepared by the greatest 
Kitchen Crew available and willing to show up. 
Thank you gentlemen! DELICIOUS!! Ken Lynch, 
Tom Cane, Chef Nick Nuciforo and Captain Tom 
Diemer

Akin Hughs-Joseph, Vice President of Sport 
Business Development for Special Olympics 
Florida was on hand to accept their check and 
speak to us. Our donation will be earmarked for 

the Softball Activities Program. The National 
Games in 2022 to be held in Florida at ESPN's 
Wild World of Sports Complex

Pam Morrison, Executive Director of Marion 
Therapeutic Riding Assoc. accepted their check 
and gave a very nice talk about what they can do 
with our donation. She went on to describe their 
work with intellectually handicapped persons to 
veterans with PTSD to MS & stroke sufferers, 
through the use of riding horses.

Disabled American Veterans, Junior Vice 
Commander, Chapter 87 - Don Streeter, Vietnam 
Veteran and Commandant of the Marine Corps 
League in Leesburg was there to accept their 
check. He said that it will go a long way with 
Veterans Helping Veterans locally.

Supporting Special Olympics

Our Lady of Hope Council 8086 
sponsored it's 3rd annual Duck Derby. 
This event is in conjunction with the 
city of Port Orange Family Days. The 

Council sells tickets to rescue a duck from the City 
Center Pond.

Tickets are sold throughout the year at Council, 
City and County Events. There are four winning 

ducks rescued from the pond at the event. The 
Grand Prize is $1,000.00 which was awarded at 
the event as seen in the trailer photo.

This year's Derby netted over $19,000.00 which 
is used to fund our charities such as Coats for 
Kids, Children with Disabilities, Helping Hands 
and Ultrasound Program to name a few.

Council Holds Duck Derby
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Pete Chiaravalle
FSC Special Olympics Chairman

(802) 233 5713 flkofcdd72@gmail.com

JOIN US

FALL CLASSIC SOFTBALL SKILLS 

FRIDAY November 15th - 1:00 p.m. 
Preliminary Round
SATURDAY November 16th - 8:00 a.m. 
Final Round

•   Knights of Columbus Award 
Presenters
•  Exclusive behind the scenes 
tour at ESPN venue
•  Knights of Columbus joining 
opening ceremonies

November 15 - 16
2019

SOFTBALL SKILLS
WHO? Florida State Council Knights of Columbus.

WHAT? The Florida Knights are raising $20,000 
and donating manhours to support 
Special Olympics Florida Softball Program.

WHERE? Disney's ESPN Wide World of Sports.

WHY? Special Olympics Florida is well on the 
way of supporting 60,000 athletes in 2020. 
There is a $20,000 gap that needs to closed by 
December. The Knights are partnering with 
Special Olympics Florida to fill the gap and ensure 
the maximum opportunities are available to 
athletes interested in playing softball.
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How Important is Your Council to You?
By Awards/Forms Director Robert J. Dytkowski

Would you like to see your Council 
called up at the end of the 
Fraternal Year during the Florida 
State Convention and receive 

awards for its accomplishments?
Well, You Can!  All you need to do is fill out all 

the necessary forms and submit them when they 
are due to Supreme and your District Deputy and 
send me a copy to Bob.Dytkowski@bellsouth.net 
for the State copy. Here are the forms and when 
they are due. If you have not sent the #365, #185 
and the #1295 please do so as soon as possible. 

• January 31st- Form #1728 Survey of 
Fraternal Activity 

• June 30th -Form 185 Annual report of 
Officers

• June 30th - Form SP-7 Columbia Award 
Application

• June 30th- Form 2863- RSVP an Plaque 
Application

• August 15th- Form 365 Service Program 
Personnel Report

• August 15th and Feb 15th- Semi-Annual 
Audit From 1295

 Then there are the Programs for youths.
Free Throw Championship, Soccer Challenge, 

Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest, KofC Poster 
Contest, Coats for Kids, Global Wheelchair 
Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Family of the 
Month, Family of the Year, Knight of the Year, 
March for Life, Special Olympics, Ultrasound 
Application and presentation.

All these forms can be found on the Officers 
Online section of www.kofc.org.

Every Council is responsible for completing 
the appropriate reports and sending them to their 
respective District/Jurisdiction.  

www.kofc.org
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July 1st - September 30,2019
And the Winning Region is!!!!!!!!    Region 8!        
The Following Councils Recruited 5 or more 

new members and each one will receive $100
3080   16980  13118  12240  

The following Councils recruited at least 1 
new member and will received a Certificate of 
Appreciation:

5971(4)    13045 (3)   6590 (2)    4955 (1)
11967 (4)      4857 (3)   11410(2)    8382 (1)
14390 (2)     8838(1)                                                        

 Congratulations to the Following Members 
who recruited 3 or more new members and won 
the drawing for Cash!

 Raul Cendan Council 13654 Won $300
 William Warv Council 11281 won $200
 Mario Acevedo Council 13300 won $100

Congratulations to the Following Members 
who recruited  3 or more new members: 

Member                               Council #               Recruited          

Raul Cendan                         13654                         33
Rudy  P.Mendez                     7420                            9
Juan Palma                            14839                          7
William J Warv                      11281                           6
Aaron S. Treherne                  5635                           5
Gerald V. Soller                      7210                           5
Daniel Stanton Jr                     7672                          5
Kenneth M. Deischer               8419                          5
Jonathan C.  Knaus                12322                          5
Walter N. Carter                   13277                          5
Romulo Barbera                    16980                          5
Mr. Clyde H. Slick                  16492                          4
Antonio Pagan Jr                    2112                          3
Emilio Morales                       4998                          3
Charles S. Kuzma                 7667                           3
Timothy Mell                         8086                          3
William R. Taglieri                  8155                          3
Kellmis J. Fernandez             11483                         3
Robert T. Nettles                  12761                         3
Robert E. McMahon              13118                         3
Mario Acevedo                    13300                          3
Mark A. Minotti                  14132                          3

1st Quarter Membership Incentive Results

Path To Star

On behalf of your State Deputy Scott 
O'Connor, State Leadership, and the 
Membership Team, we recognize the 

following councils on their active work on the 
Path to Star Council. Working together we believe 
that over 275 councils will attain the coveted Star 
Council Award.

Kindly report all Degrees and Membership 
activities to us so your council can enjoy state 
wide recognition for your work.
WE BELIEVE IN YOU!!!!!!!

These are the Council numbers that have been 
reported in October: 
13369-8, 13018-4, 13654-3, 8791-2, 12569-1, 
14730- 7, 5845-3, 7052-2, 9924-1, 28066-7, 
14573-3, 6724-2, 7210-1, 7997-5, 14278-2, 
11281-1, 17299-2, 11425-1, 14084-1, 8791- 
400% of Goal 

Thank you all, Councils, District Deputies and 
Regional Directors for your dedication and action.
                   OUR TIME IS NOW!

CLICK HERE to learn more about the 2019-
2020 Membership Incentives

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYg2j03ilnL9tMbEMQ?e=ZbNzfi
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INVOCATION 
Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter 

How To Write An Article 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How

INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email

o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not 

format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council

o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?

• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month

o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each 

Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue

• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo 
editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing 

something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editors

o Joeseph DeStefano destefano819@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 18-20,25-32,62-6
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21-25
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87
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INVOCATION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

2019-2020 Florida State Charities Raffle Rules and Guide-
lines

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgX677seHpXj4xRfw?e=k8Vutr
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgYgX677seHpXj4xRfw?e=k8Vutr
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Florida State Council Officers
STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottaoconnor@gmail.com

STATE CHAPLAIN
Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

frtom@bellsouth.net

STATE SECRETARY
Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Rasch

rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Deacon Paul Koppie, PSD

pmkoppie@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Austin E. Scott

coachaes@gmail.com

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
Stephen Ring

steveringdd61@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
The INVOCATION team: 
Ed Sleyzak, Publisher
Scott Huetteman, Technical & Layout Editor
Joseph DeStefano, Content Editor
Steve Cunningham, Content Editor- Region 5
John O'Malley, Content Editor
Weldon (Tuey) Watkins, Content Editor 

STATE PHOTOGRAPHER
Harry Rother    Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly 
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council 
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the 
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE 
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 

and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and 
Let Your Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

